Ee 


% 
$ 


rae Pat 
Pe te 


A, 


E 


oS 


Sy ah 
Ett thay 
maakt 
er nt 
Seopa 
CAS 


rat 


siesta 
Heat eY tel 
Detmtookaastrees 


ay 


ees 


waransihaatie 
ee 


oy RRA Nee : 
Seantgeennerease 
iat y Guns ORI 
ehoss ot 


ite 
ey a 
= 

teria 


Woaigeree tts 


LIBRARIES 


Ge, 


THE 


at 
=a 
speneens 


2 

O 

pat 

Hy 
ee 
VO q 
= f 
Ee z 
2 

ra es 

a 

a 

a 


| 
4 


L, 


OL 


att i 
uh } Bh 


? 
cl 
Zi 


- - x, 
af Oe = 

> y- —— 

Bt 
Oy yen 

4 - 

* A . 
A iat asd ale , 


—_—— 


: 
h 
a 
2 
4 
r 


4 
| 
| 
if 
‘ 


THE 


OF EDMUND SPENSER 


WORKS 


IN FIVE VOLUMES 


VO aL: 


THE WORKS OF 


penser 


ED ETE DEB Y 


J. PAYNE COLLIER, F:5S.A. 


VORA 


Coy ES Oe ran Gh al 
or RN 


¢ es - ¥ 3 @\\ MSS aS 
Fins 4 sah aR) a eA! ( Veo 
S espe Ox A) ? 
BD Me (ce ZINN 
{. BY 


LONDON 
BICKERS AND SON 1 LEICESTER SQUARE 


1873 


“ 


COIN EEENST'S: 


VO aie 
BOOK I. 
Tue Lecenp or tHe Knicur oF THE Rep CRrossE; oR oF 
Ho inesse :-— Page 
Canto im. . : ; : A : - : : I 
Canto x. : : ; : : : . Sa AEH? 
Canto xt. + . : : : ‘ : ‘ eA? 
Canto xm. . ‘ : ; : : : ‘ - 67 
BOOK II. 
Tue Lecenp or Sir Guyon, or or TEMPERAUNCE : oe as 
Canto 1. ‘ : : : SENS 
Canto 1. : : A : ce : ee 106 
Canto. . : : : : : ; ; Mal25 
Cantorv. ‘ : ; : : : : ira? 
Canto v. : : : : i : : . AD A Use! 
Cantow1.. aa : ‘ : ; : me 
Cantovu. . : : : : : : ; eeloe 
Canto vir. ; : : : : ; : ite: 
Calitoux, ‘ : : ‘ : : : 238 
Canto x. ‘ : : : i : : : L200 
Cantoxt, +4 , : : ; : : : eso 7 
Canto xm. : : : : ; : 304 
BOOK Iil. 
Tue Lecenp of Brrromartis, or or CHASTITY 4 ¢ sas 
Canto 1. , : : : , : ‘ : eee 


Canto mn. ; ; : ; ae ‘ S02 


—— a a 


CONTENTS. 


Canto m1. 
Canto Iv. 
Canto v. 

Canto. Wie 
Canto vn. 


Canto vit. 


THE FIRST BOOK OF 
THE FAERIE QUEENE 


CONTAYNING THE LEGEND OF THE KNIGHT OF 
THE RED CROSSE, OR OF HOLINESSE. 


GEATN Hd One lL Xe 


Fis loves and lignage Arthure tells : 
The knights knitt friendly hands :* 

Sir Trevifan flies from Defpeyre, 
Whom Redcros knight withftands. 


i 
ey ! GOODLY golden chayne, where- 
Vee, Se with yfere” 
i The vertues linked are in lovely 
4 wize ; 
\ : And noble mindes of yore allyed 
: were, 


In brave pourfuitt of chevalrous 


emprize, 


@ The knights knitt friendly bands.| So the edit. 15903; but fubfe- 
quently *‘ hands” was corrupted to dands, and fo Todd and others 
have printed. That “hands” is right, we have the evidence of Spenfer 
himfelf, in St. 18 of this Canto, where it is faid, 

«« And eke, as pledges firme, right Aamds together joynd.” C. 
> wherewith yfere.| In company, together. Ufed by Chaucer and G. 
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2 Wie VAIN, ORG MII Ic. Bia 


That none did others fafety defpize, 
Nor aid envy to him in need that ftands ; 
But friendly each did others praife devize, 
How to advaunce with favourable hands, 
As this good Prince redeemd the Redcroffe knight from 
bands. 


p) 


Who when their powres, empayrd through labor long, 
With dew repaft they had recured well, 
And that weake captive wight now wexed ftrong, 
Them lift no lenger there at leafure dwell, 
But forward fare as their adventures fell : 
But, ere they parted, Una faire befought 
That ftraunger knight his name and nation tell ; 
Leaft fo great good, as he for her had wrought, 
Should die unknown, and buried be in thankles 
thought. 


“« Faire virgin,” (faid the Prince,) “ yee me require 
A thing without the compas of my witt ; 
For both the lignage, and the certein Sire,° 
From which I fprong, from mee are hidden yitt ; 
For all fo foone as life did me admitt 
Into this world, and fhewed hevens light, 
From mother’s pap I taken was unfitt, 
And ftreight deliver’d to a Fary knight, 
To be upbrought in gentle thewes‘ and martiall might. 


Douglas. See alfo F. Q. iii. 35 ii. ix. 25 iii. vii. 48, &c. Soin fere, 
in company. Upron. In the fifth line of this Stanza «< fafety ” is, as 
in many other places and poets, a trifyllable. In the next line « envy” 
muft, as then ufual, be accented on the fecond fyllable. C. 

© and the certein Sire.] A fingular inftance of a modern compofitor’s 
confufion of the long fand f: Todd printed fire for “ Sire ;” but in this 
miftake he has not been followed. C. 


° To be upbrought in gentle thewes.] In gentle endowments, qualif- 
cations, or habits. C. 


Sao" THEO PALRIE QUEENE. % 


4. 

“Unto old Timon he me brought bylive ;° 

Old Timon, who in youthly yeares hath beene 

In warlike feates th’ experteft man alive, 

And is the wifeft now on earth I weene: 

His dwelling is low in a valley greene, 

Under the foot of Rauran‘ moffy hore, 

From whence the river Dee, as filver cleene, 

His tombling billowes rolls with gentle rore ; 
There all my daies he traind mee up in vertuous lore. 


“‘ Thether the great magicien Merlin came, 
As was his ufe, ofttimes to vifitt mee; 
For he had charge my difcipline to frame, 
And Tutors nouriture to overfee. 
Him oft and oft I afkt in privity, 
Of what loines and what lignage I did fpring ; 
Whofe aunfwere bad me ftill affured bee, 
That I was fonne and heire unto a king, 

As time in her juft term the truth to light fhould bring.” 

6. 

‘Well worthy impe,” faid then the Lady gent, 
‘* And Pupil fitt for fuch a tutors hand ! 
But what adventure, or what high intent, 
Hath brought you hether into Fary land, 


Aread, Prince Arthure,* crowne of Martiall band ?” 


> or belive, 


© be me brought bylive.| Quickly, fpeedily. << Bylive,’ 
generally means with aétivity. C. 

! Under the foot of Rauran.| In Selden’s illuftration of ‘ Dinas 
Emris,”” where Merlin prophefied, he adds, ** Rauran-V aur hill is there 
by in Merioneth: whence the origin of that fition of the Mufes beft 
pupil, the noble Spenfer, in fuppofing Merlin vfually to vifit his old 
Timon, whofe dwelling he places ow in a valley greene, under the foot 
of Rauran, &c.”” Drayton’s “ Polyolb.” Song X. Iluftr. Topp. 

& Aread, Prince Arthure.| Arthur and Una have been hitherto 
reprefented as entire ftrangers to each other ; and it does not appear how 
Una became acquainted with the name of this new knight. T. Warron. 


wnt aa a ti alld Nae hg eS : = 


4 THE FAERIE QUEENE. By 2 
“Full hard it is,” (qd. he) ‘to read aright 


The courfe of heavenly caufe, or underftand 
The fecret meaning of th’ eternall might, 
That rules mens waies, and rules the thoughts of living 
wight. . 


oa 

‘‘ For whether he, through fatal deepe forefight, 

Me hither fent for caufe to me unghett ; 

Or that frefh bleeding wound, which day and night 

Whilome doth rancle in my riven brett, 

With forced fury following his beheft, 

Me hether brought by wayes yet never found, 

You to have helpt I hold my felfe yet bleft.” 

““Ah! courteous Knight,” (quoth the) ‘ what fecret 

wound 

Could ever find to grieve the gentleft hart on ground ?” 


“Dear Dame,” (quoth he) ‘ you fleeping fparkes awake, 
Which, troubled once, into huge flames will grow ; 
Ne ever will their fervent fury flake, 

Tull living moyfture into fmoke do flow, 

And wafted life doe lye in afhes low: 

Yet fithens filence leffeneth not my fire, 

But, told, it flames; and, hidden, it does glow ; 
I will revele what ye fo much defire. 

Ah, Love! lay down thy bow, the whiles | may 

refpyre. 


9. 
‘“< Tt was in frefheft flowre of youthly yeares, 
When corage firft does creepe in manly cheft, 
Then firft that cole® of kindly heat appeares 


To kindle love in every living brett: 


Then firft that cole.] The fecond and all the later editions read 
‘the cole.” But ‘* that cole” alludes to the Sleeping Jparkes in the 
preceding Stanza. Cnurcu. 


ng i A Ae, 5 ar 
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But me had warnd old Timons wife behett,' 
Thofe creeping flames by reafon to fubdew, 
Before their rage grew to fo great unreft, 
As miferable lovers ufe to rew, 
Which ftill wex old in woe, whiles wo ftil wexeth new. 
IO. 
“That ydle name of love, and lovers life, 
As loffe of time, and vertues enimy, 
I ever fcorn’d, and joyd to ftirre up ftrife, 
In middeft of their mournfull Tragedy ; 
Ay wont to laugh when them I heard to cry, 
And blow the fire which them to afhes brent : 
Their God himfelfe, grievd at my libertte, 
Shott many a dart at me with fiers intent ; 
But I them warded all with wary government. 
Ti. 
<< But all in vaine: no fort can be fo ftrong, 
Ne flefhly breft can armed be fo fownd, 
But will at laft be wonne with battrie long, 
Or unawares at difadvantage fownd. 
Nothing is fure that growes on earthly grownd ; 
And who moft truftes in arme of flefhly might, 
And boaftes in beauties chaine not to be bownd, 
Doth fooneft fall in difaventrous fight, 
And yeeldes his caytive neck to victours moft defpight. 
122 
“ Enfample make of him your hapleffe joy, 
And of my felfe now mated, as ye fee ;“ 
Whofe prouder vaunt that proud avenging boy 


i old Timons wife bebeft.| The firft edition reads Cleons, Spenfer 
[feems to have] doubted whether to take the name of Prince Arthur’s 
tutor from glory, or from honour. But he correéted C/eons among the 
errors of the prefs. Upron. 

k now mated, as ye fee.| To “ mate” of old meant to confound, or 
deftroy, and examples of its ufe in this fenfe are innumerable. C. 
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Did foone pluck downe, and curbd my libertee. 
For on a day, prickt forth with jollitee 
Of loofer life and heat of hardiment, 
Raunging the foreft wide on courfer free, 
The fields, the floods, the heavens, with one confent, 
Did feeme to laugh on me,! and favour mine intent. 
12. 
“‘ Forwearied with my an he I did alight 
From loftie fteed, and downe to fleepe me layd: 
The verdant gras my couch did goodly dight, 
And pillow was my helmett fayre difplayd ; 
Whiles every fence the humour {weet embayd, 
And flombring foft my hart did fteale away, 
Me feemed, by my fide a royall Mayd 
Her daintie limbes full foftly down did lay : 
So fayre a creature yet faw never funny day. 
14. 
“* Moft goodly glee and lovely blandifhment 
She to me made, and badd me love her deare; 
For dearely fure her love was to me bent, 
As, when juft time expired, fhould appeare. 
But whether dreames delude, or true it were, 
Was never hart fo ravifht with delight, 
Ne living man like wordes did ever heare, 
As fhe to me delivered all that night ; 
And at her parting faid, She Queene of Faries hight.” 


' Did feeme to laugh on me.] The text of the firft edition is « a/ mas?” 
but it is correéted to “on me” among the errata at the end. C. 

" Forwearied with my fportes.) Forwearied in the edit. 161 1, which 
is, doubtlefs, right; the meaning being, that he was over-wearied. 
Church and Todd tell us that the edits. of 1751 and 1758 read “ For 
wearied ;”” but how ftrange it is that they fhould not have known that 
the 4to. 1590 has precifely the fame text. C. 

" She Queene of Faries hight.) She was called the Queen of Fairies. 
Nothing can well be more common than this ufe of the word, C, 


Go: REE AH THe DUE NE, ys 


igs 
“< When I awoke, and found her place devoyd, 

And nought but preffed gras where fhe had lyen, 

I forrowed all fo much as earft I joyd, 

And wafhed all her place with watry eyen. 

From that day forth I lov’d that face divyne ; 

From that day forth I caft in carefull mynd, 

To feek her out with labor and long tyne, 

And never vowd to reft? till her I fynd: 
Nyne monethes I feek in vain, yet nll that vow un- 

bynd.”’? 
EO: 

Thus as he fpake, his vifage wexed pale, 

And chaunge of hew great paffion did bewray ; 

Yett ftill he ftrove to cloke his inward bale, 

And hide the fmoke that did his fire difplay, 

Till gentle Una thus to him gan fay: 

“OQ happy Queene of Faries! that haft fownd, 

-Mongft many, one that with his prowefle may 

Defend thine honour, and thy foes confownd. 
True loves are often fown, but feldom grow on grownd.” 
, Le | 
«Thine, O'! then,” faid the gentle Redcroffe knight, 

“* Next to that Ladies love, fhalbe the place, 

O fayreft virgin! full of heavenly light, 

Whofe wondrous faith, exceeding earthly race, 

Was firmeft fixt in myne extremetft cafe. 

And you, my Lord, the Patrone of my life, 

Of that great Queene may well gaine worthte grace ; 


° And never vowd to reft.| Impreflions after the firft put ** vowd ” 
in the prefent tenfe. There can furely be no doubt about the meaning, 
_which Church and Todd thought it neceflary to explain. C. 

P yet nvll that vow unbynd.| It was unufual of old to print xe will 
with an apoftrophe, but we give it as in the 4to. 1590: properly it 
ought to be 777//, the letters omitted being ¢ and w. On page 224 of 
vol. i. we have feen ‘‘nill”’ printed without the apoftrophe. C. 
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For onely worthie you through prowes priefe, 

Yf living man mote worthie be to be her liefe.’’ 

18. 
So diverfly difcourfing of their loves, 
The golden Sunne his gliftring head gan fhew, 
And fad remembraunce now the Prince amoves 
With freth defire his voyage to purfew ; 
Als Una earnd her traveill to renew. 
Then thofe two knights, faft friendfhip for to bynd, 
And love eftablifh each to other trew, 
Gave goodly gifts, the fignes of gratefull mynd, 
And eke, as pledges firme, right hands together joynd. 
19. 

Prince Arthur gave a boxe of Diamond fure, 
Embowd with gold and gorgeous ornament, 
Wherein were clofd few drops of liquor pure, 

Of wondrous worth, and vertue excellent, 
That any wownd could heale incontinent. 
Which to requite, the Redcroffe knight him gave 
A booke, wherein this Saveours teftament 
Was writt with golden letters rich and brave: 
A worke of wondrous grace, and hable foules to fave. 
20. 

Thus beene they parted; Arthur on his way 
To feeke his love, and th’ other for to fight 
With Unaes foe, that all her realme did pray. 
But fhe, now weighing the decayed plight 
And fhrunken fynewes of her chofen knight, 
Would not a while her forward courfe purfew, 
Ne bring him forth in face of dreadfull fight, 
Tull he recovered had his former hew ; 

For him to be yet weake and wearie well fhe knew. 


1 to be ber liefe.| Tobe her dear: A. S, Leof. In the preceding 


line we again meet with “ priefe”’ for proof, Ce 
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21. 

So as they traveild, lo! they gan efpy 
An armed knight towards them gallop faft, 
That feemed from fome feared foe to fly, 

Or other griefly thing that him aghaft. 
Still as he fledd his eye was backward catt, 
As if his feare* ftill followed him behynd: 
Als flew his fteed as he his bandes had braft, 
And with his winged heeles did tread the wynd, 
As he had been a fole of Pegafus his kynd. 
22. 

Nigh as he drew, they might perceive his head 
To be unarmd, and curld uncombed heares 
Upftaring ftiffe, difmaid with uncouth dread : 
Nor drop of blood in all his face appeares, 
Nor life in limbe; and, to increafe his feares, 
In fowle reproch of knighthoodes fayre degree, 
About his neck an hempen rope he weares, 

That with his gliftring armes does ill agree ; 

But he of rope or armes has now no memoree. 

Pee 

‘The Redcroffe knight toward him croffed faft, 
To weet what mifter wight* was fo difmayd. 
There him he findes all fenceleffe and aghatt, 
That of him felfe he feemd to be afrayd ; 
Whom hardly he from flying forward ftayd, 
Till he thefe wordes to him deliver might : 
‘Sir knight, aread who hath ye thus arayd, 
And eke from whom make ye this hafty flight? 

For never knight I faw in fuch miffeeming plight.” 
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* As if his feare.| i.e. as if what he feared: it was fo ufual with 
our old writers to ufe “ fear,” for the object feared, that it is needlefs to 
cite inftances. C. 

° To weet what mifter wight.| To learn what manner of perfon, &c. 
So Chaucer, p. 14. ed. Urr. 


** But tellith me what mi/fer men ye ben.” Cuurcn. 
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24. 

He anfwerd nought at all; but adding new 

Feare to his firft amazment, ftaring wyde 

With ftony eyes and hartleffe hollow hew, 

Aftonifht ftood, as one that had afpyde 

Infernall furies with their chaines untyde. 

Him yett againe, and yett againe, befpake 

The gentle knight ; who nought to him replyde ; 

But, trembling every joynt, did inly quake, 
And foltring tongue, at laft, thefe words feemd forth to 

fhake ; 


2%: 
‘¢ For Gods deare love, Sir knight, doe me not ftay ; 
For loe! he comes, he comes faft after mee.” 
Eft looking back‘ would faine have runne away ; 
But he him forft to ftay, and tellen free 
The fecrete caufe of his perplexitie : : 
Yet nathemore” by his bold hartie fpeach 
Could his blood frofen hart emboldened bee, 
But through his boldnes rather feare did reach ; 
Yett, forft, at laft he made through filence fuddein breach. 
26. 
«¢ And am I now in fafetie fure,” (quoth he) 
‘“‘ From him that would have forced me to dye? 
And 1s the point of death now turnd fro mee, 
That I may tell this hapleffe hiftory ?” 
‘Fear nought,” (quoth he) “ no daunger now is nye.” 
‘< Then fhall I you recount a ruefull cace,” 
(Said he) ** the which with this unlucky eye 
I late beheld ; and, had not greater Srace 
Me reft from it, had bene partaker of the place. 


* Eft looking back.| Is aft, or afterwards—looking back after he had 
fpoken: it may be taken in the fenfe of again. C. 

“ Yet nathemore.\ Not the more. In the fame manner natheleffe, for 
nevertheless, is extended to three fyllables, in the fifty-fourth Stanza. 
Nathle/s frequently occurs in Chaucer, as well as in Spenfer. Topp. 
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a7) 
‘<I lately chaunft (Would I had never chauntt !) 
With a fayre knight to keepen companee, 
Sir Terwin hight, that well himfelfe advauntt 
In all affayres, and was both bold and free ; 
But not fo happy as mote happy bee: 
He lov’d, as was his lot, a Lady gent, 
That him againe lov’d in the leaft degree ; 
For fhe was proud, and of too high intent, 
And joyd to fee her lover languifh and lament: 
Digaly 
‘“‘ Brom whom retourning fad and comfortleffe, 
As on the way together we did fare, 
We met that villen, (God from him me bleffe !) 
That curfed wight, from whom I feapt whyleare, 
A man of hell that calls himfelfe Defpayre : 
Who firft us greets, and after fayre areedes 
Of tydinges ftraunge, and of adventures rare: 
So creeping clofe, as Snake in hidden weedes, 
Inquireth of our ftates, and of our knightly deedes. 
29. 
<¢ Which when he knew, and felt our feeble harts 
Emboft with bale,* and bitter byting griefe, 
Which love had launched with his deadly darts, 
With wounding words, and termes of foule repriefe, 
He pluckt from us all hope of dew reliefe, 
That earft us held in love of lingring life ; 
Then hopeleffe, hartleffe, gan the cunning thiefe 


* Emboft with bale.| ‘The notion conveyed by  embolt,” i. e. foaming 
at the mouth, was, mott likely, produced in the mind of the poet by 
the previous ufe of the word ‘‘ harts:”’ harts are faid to be “* emboft ” 
when they foam at the mouth with fatigue, after being hunted: the 
fame of dogs, wild boars, &c. It would feem that “ emboft,” or 
emboffled, comes from the Fr. emboucher. See note to Shakefpeare’s 
«Taming of the Shrew,”’ Induc. Sc. 1. Collier’s edit. 1858, vol. ii. 


Pp. 444. C. 
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Perfwade us dye, to ftint all further ftrife : 

To me he lent this rope, to him a rufty knife. 

30. 

«© With which fad inftrument of hafty death, 
That wofull lover, loathing lenger light, 

A wyde way made to let forth living breath: 
But I, more fearfull or more lucky wight, 
Difmayd with that deformed difmall fight, 
Fledd faft away, halfe dead with dying feare ; 
Ne yet affur’d of life by you, Sir knight, 
Whofe like infirmity like chaunce may beare ; 

But God you never let his charmed {peaches heare 

uk: 

“< How may a man,” (faid he) “ with idle fpeach 
Be wonne to fpoyle the Caftle of his health?” 
“I wote,” (quoth he) ‘“‘ whom tryall late did teach, 
That like would not for all this worldes wealth. 
His fubtile tong like dropping honny mealt’h 
Into the heart, and fearcheth every vaine ; 

That, ere one be aware, by fecret ftealth 
His powre is reft, and weaknes doth remaine. 
O! never, Sir, defire to try his guilefull traine.” 
(or 

“< Certes,”, (fayd: he) ‘* hence'fhall.] neyermenes 
Tull I that treachours art” have heard and tryde: 
And you, Sir knight, whofe name mote I requett, 
Of grace do me unto his cabin guyde.” 

“J, that hight Trevifan,” (quoth he) “ will ryde 
Againft my liking backe to doe you grace: 
But nor for gold nor glee’ will I abyde 


{» 


Y Till I that treachours art.| Shakefpeare has ‘‘ treachour”’ in the 
form of treacher, (* King Lear,” A. i. Sc. 2,) and Spenfer ufes it as 
fynonymous with treachetour, as he fpells it, when requiring three fyl- 
lables. It is from the Fr, ¢richer, and is very old in Englifh. C. 

* But nor for gold nor glee.) Church fuggetts fee for * glee,” but all 
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By you, when ye arrive in that fame place ; 
For lever had I die then fee his deadly face.” 
33: 
Ere long they come where that fame wicked wight 
His dwelling has, low in an hollow cave, 
Far underneath a craggy cliff ypight,* 
Darke, dolefull, dreary, like a greedy grave, 
That ftill for carrion carcafes doth crave: 
On top whereof ay dwelt the ghaftly Owle, 
Shrieking his balefull note, which ever drave 
Far from that haunt all other chearefull fowle ; 


And all about it wandring ghoftes did wayle and howle. 


34: 
And all about old ftockes and ftubs of trees, 
Whereon nor fruit nor leafe was ever feene, 
Did hang upon the ragged rocky knees ; 
On which had many wretches hanged beene, 
Whofe carcafes were fcattred on the greene, 
And throwne about the cliffs. Arrived there, 
That bare-head knight, for dread and dolefull teene, 
Would faine have fled, ne durft approchen neare ; 
But th’ other forft him ftaye, and comforted in feare. 
wis 
That darkefome cave they enter, where they find 
That curfed man, low fitting on the ground, 
Mufing full fadly in his fullein mind: 


His griefie lockes,” long growen and unbound, 


impreflions are uniform in having ‘‘ glee ;” and the oppofition between 


*‘ gold” and “ glee” was perhaps intended. Todd and others erro- 
neoufly read <* But wot for gold nor glee.” C. 

* a craggy cliff ypight.| 'This is the reading of the fecond edition 
[and of every folio impreffion]. ‘The firft 4to. probably by an error of 
the prefs, gives yplight. Pight is frequent in Spenfer for placed, fixed. 

Topp. 
> His griefie lockes.| Church and Upton were for altering “ griefie ” 
to grieflie, while Todd did well to retain “ griefie,”” which is the word 
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Difordred hong about his fhoulders round, 
And hid his face; through which his hollow eyne 
Lookt deadly dull, and ftared as aftound ; 
His raw-bone cheekes, through penurie and pine, 
Were fhronke into his jawes, as he did never dine. 
RD; 

His garment, nought but many ragged clouts, 
With thornes together pind and patched was, 
The which his naked fides he wrapt abouts : 

And him befide there lay upon the gras 
A dreary corfe, whofe life away did pas, 
All wallowd in his own yet luke-warme blood, 
That from his wound yet welled freth, alas! 
In which a rufty knife faft fixed ftood, 
And made an open paflage for the gufhing flood. 
37: 

Which piteous fpectacle, approving trew 
The wofull tale that Trevifan had told, 

Whenas the gentle Redcroffe knight did vew ; 
With firie zeale he burnt in courage bold 

Him to avenge before his blood were cold, 

And to the villein fayd; “Thou damned wight, 
The authour of this fact we here behold, 

What juftice can but judge againft thee right, 

With thine owne blood to price his blood, here fhed in 

fight P” 
38. 

““ What franticke fit,” (quoth he) “ hath thus diftraught 
Thee, foolifh man, fo rafh a doome to give? 
What juftice ever other judgement taught, 


in the 4tos. 1590 and 1596. ‘Todd might have ftrengthened himfelf 
ftill further by the fol. 1611, which alfo reads ‘* griefie ;”? but here he 
does not feem to have referred to it. “Griefie” is not oppofed to the 
poet’s meaning ; and, as we prefer authority to fpeculation, we continue 
the text contained in every old copy. C, 
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But he fhould dye who merites not to live? 

None els to death this man defpayring drive 

But his owne guiltie mind, deferving death. 

Is then unjuft® to each his dew to give? 

Or let him dye, that loatheth living breath, 
Or let him die at eafe, that liveth here uneath ?4 


‘“‘ Who travailes by the wearie wandring way, 
To come unto his wifhed home in hatte, 
And meetes a flood that doth his paflage ftay, 
Is not great grace to helpe him over paft, 
Or free his feet that in the myre fticke faft ? 
Moft envious man, that grieves at neighbours good ; 
And fond,° that joyeft in the woe thou hatt! 
Why wilt not let him paffe, that long hath ftood 
Upon the bancke, yet wilt thy felfe not pas the flood ? 
40. 
“« He there does now enjoy eternall reft 
And happy eafe, which thou doeft want and crave, 
And further from it daily wanderett : 
What if fome little payne the paffage have, 
That makes frayle flefh to feare the bitter wave, 
Is not fhort payne well borne, that bringes long 
eafe, 
And layes the foule to fleepe in quiet grave? 
Sleepe after toyle, port after ftormie feas, 
Eafe after warre, death after life, does greatly pleafe.” 


° Is then unjuf?.| Asin the next Stanza, “ Is not great grace,” &c.: we 
fhould now write, “ Js’¢ then unjuft ?”’ and, <* Zs’¢ not great grace?” C. 

4 that liveth here uneath.] ‘*Uneath” is uneafily s the oppofition 
between “at eafe” and “‘uneath” being evident. The origin is the 
A. S. eith; and ‘* uneath”’ is often ufed for /carcely, hardly. C. 

© And fond.| Foolifp. See alfo F. Q. iii. vill. 25. ‘* His rudenes 
fond.” Uvrron. Hundreds of inftances to the fame effeét might be 
quoted from authors of the time. C. 
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Al. 
The knight much wondred at his fuddeine wit, 
And fayd; ‘ The terme of life is limited, 
Ne may a man prolong, nor fhorten, it: 
The fouldier may not move from watchfull fted,‘ 
Nor leave his ftand untill his Captaine bed.” 
“Who life did limit by almightie doome,” 
(Quoth he) “ knowes beft the termes eftablithed ; 
And he, that points the Centonell his roome, 
Doth licenfe him depart at found of morning droome. 
42. 
“Is not his deed, what ever thing is donne 
In heaven and earth? Did not he all create 
To die againe? All ends that was begonne : 
Their times in his eternall booke of fate 
Are written fure, and have their certein date. 
Who then can ftrive with ftrong neceffitie, 
That holds the world in his ftill chaunging ftate, 
Or fhunne the death ordaynd by deftinie ? 
When houre of death is come, let none afke whence, 
nor why. 


43. 

‘“< The lenger life, I wote, the greater fin ; 
The greater fin, the greater punifhment : 
All thofe great battels, which thou boafts to win 
Through ftrife, and blood-fhed, and avengement, 
Now prayfd, hereafter deare thou fhalt repent ; 
For life muft life, and blood mutt blood, repay. 
Is not enough thy evill life forefpent ? 
For he that once hath miffed the right way, 

The further he doth goe, the further he doth ftray. 


' from watchfull fied.] Place or fiation ; a word of frequent occur- 
rence in Spenfer. See F. Q. i. viii. 1731. xi. 46, &c. It appears to 
be now [not entirely] obfolete. Gawin Douglas has often employed the 
word, in his tranflation of Virgil. See Ruddiman’s Glof V. Stede, a 
place. A.S. Steda, locus. Ifl. Stada, ftatio. Topp. 
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44. 
“Then doe no further goe, no further ftray, 
But here ly downe, and to thy reft betake, 
Ty ill to prevent, that life enfewen may ; 
For what hath life that may it loved make, 
And gives not rather caufe it to forfake? 
Feare, ficknefle, age, loffe, labour, forrow, ftrife, 
Payne, hunger, cold that makes the heart to quake, 
And ever fickle fortune rageth rife ; 
All which, and thoufands mo, do make a loathfome life. 


45. 

‘< Thou, wretched man, of death haft ereateft need, 
If in true ballaunce thou wilt weigh thy ftate ; 
For never knight, that dared warlike deed, 
More lucklefs diffaventures did amate: 

Witnes the dungeon deepe, wherein of late 
Thy life fhutt up for death fo oft did call; 
And though good lucke prolonged hath thy date, 
Yet death then would the like mifhaps foreftall, 
Into the which hereafter thou maitt happen fall. 
46. 

*¢ Why then doeft thou, O man of fin! defire 
To draw thy dayes forth to their laft degree? 

Is not the meafure of thy finfull hire 
High heaped up with huge iniquitee, 
Againft the day of wrath to burden thee? 
Is not enough, that to this Lady mild 
Thou falfed haft thy faith with perjuree, 
And fold thy felfe to ferve Dueffa vild, 
With whom in al abufe thou haft thy felfe defild? 
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47: 
“‘ Is not he juft, that all this doth behold 
From higheft heven, and beares an equall eie? 
Shall he thy fins up in his knowledge fold, 
And guilty be of thine impietie? 
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Is not his law, Let every finner die ; 
Die fhall all flefh? What then muft needs be donne, 
Is it not better to doe willinglie, 
Then linger till the glas be all out ronne? 
Death is the end of woes: die foone, O faries fonne !” 
48. 

The knight was much enmoved with his fpeach, 
That as a fwords poynt through his hart did perfe, 
And in his confcience made a fecrete breach, 

Well knowing trew all that he did reherfe, 
And to his frefh remembraunce did reverfe® 
The ugly vew of his deformed crimes ; 
That all his manly powres it did difperfe, 
As he were charmed with inchaunted rimes ; 
That oftentimes he quakt, and fainted oftentimes. 
49: 

In which amazement when the Mifcreaunt 
Perceived him to waver, weake and fraile, 

Whiles trembling horror did his confcience daunt, 
And hellifh anguifh did his foule afifaile ; 

To drive him to defpaire, and quite to quaile, 
Hee fhewd him, painted in a table plaine, 

The damned ghofts that doe in torments waile, 
And thoufand feends that doe them endleffe paine 
With fire and brimftone, which for ever fhall remaine. 

50. 

The fight whereof fo throughly him difmaid, 
That nought but death before his eies he faw, 
And ever burning wrath before him laid, 

By righteous fentence of th’ Almighties law. 
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& did reverfe.| i.e. did bring back, or revert. "The fenfe is very 
clear; and we fhould have thought no note neceflary, if Church and 
Jortin had not difputed refpeéting the word “ reverfe,” which Spenfer 
fometimes ufes for return. C. 
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Then gan the Villein him to overcraw,! 
And brought unto him f{words, ropes, poifon, fire, 
And all that might him to perdition draw ; 
And bad him choofe, what death he would defire ; 
For death was dew to him that had provokt Gods ire. 
ie 
But, whenas none of them he faw him take, 
He to him raught a dagger fharpe and keene, 
And gave it him in hand: his hand did quake 
And tremble like a leafe of Afpin greene, 
And troubled blood through his pale face was feene 
To come and goe with tidings from the heart, 
As it a ronning meffenger had beene. 
At laft, refolv’d to work his finall fmart, 
He lifted up his hand, that backe againe did ftart. 
Coe 
Which, whenas Una faw,' through every vaine 
The crudled cold ran to her well of life, 
As in a fwowne: but, foone reliv’d* againe, 
Out of his hand fhe fnatcht the curfed knife, 
_And threw it to the ground, enraged rife, 


» him to overcraw.| We have already feen in “« The Shep. Cal.” for 
Feb. (vol. i. p. 27,) that Spenfer’s word ** overaw ” had there fometimes 
been mifprinted overcraw: here his word “ overcraw ” has fometimes 
been mifprinted overaw. We need hardly fay that “ overcraw ” means 
overcrow, which our poet alfo employs in his tract on the « State of Ire- 
land.” Shakefpeare has ‘‘ o’er-crows”’ in ‘* Hamlet,” A. v. Sc.z. C. 

1 Which, whenas Una faw.] “Saw” is heard in the 4to. 1590, but 
ever afterwards it was printed “‘faw;” and of courfe rightly, for De- 
{pair {aid nothing, and the knight has been merely filent, meditating his 
own death. There is, however, no notice of the miftake in the errata at 
the end of the firft edition. C. 

* As in a fwowne: but, foone reliv’d.] Brought to life again, as Mr. 
Church has remarked. This original reading of the poet has been con- 
verted by all the folios, by Hughes, and by the editor of Tonfon’s edition 
of 1758, into relieu’d. Mr. Church and Mr. Upton read re/iv’d Toop. 
There can be no doubt that “ reliv’d,” and not reliev'd, was Spenfer’s 
word; and Drayton, in his copy of the fol. 1611, reftored it by putting 
his pencil through the fecond ¢ in redievd. C. 
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And to him faid; “ Fie, fie, faint hearted Knight! 

What meaneft thou by this reprochfull ftrife? 

Is this the battaile which thou vauntft to fight 
With that fire-mouthed Dragon, horrible and bright? 


Rs 

“Come; come away, fraile, feeble, flefhly wight, 
Ne let vaine words bewitch thy manly hart, 
Ne divelith thoughts difmay thy conftant fpright : 
In heavenly mercies haft thou not a part? 
Why fhouldft thou then defpeire, that chofen art? 
Where juftice growes, there grows eke greter grace, 
The which doth quench the brond of hellifh {mart, 
And that accurft hand-writing doth deface.™ 

Arife, fir Knight; arife, and leave this curfed place.” 

54. 
So up he rofe, and thence amounted ftreight. 


Which when the carle™ beheld, and faw his gueft 


1 feeble, flefoly wight.) << Feeble” is the reading of the firft edition, 
adopted by no other but thofe of Church and Upton. The fecond 
edition, and the edition of 1751, read /ee/y: the folios, the editions of 
Hughes, and that of Tonfon in 1758, ///y. Mr. Upton, in defence of 
the original reading, refers alfo to C. x. St. 2, ‘* Her Knight was 
feebles’’ and introduces, very happily, the Scriptural illuftrations of 
1 Theff. v. 14. ‘* Comfort the feeb/e-minded ;” of Matt. xxvi. 41. 
“The fle/h is weaks” and of Rom. viii. 3. “*‘ Weak through the flesh.” 
Topp. Drayton made no change in the epithet “ filly ” as it ftands in 
his fol. 16113; but we adhere to the oldeft text. C. 

m And that accurft hand-writing doth deface.| “ Blotting out the hand- 
writing of ordinances that was againift us, &c.”” Col. ii. 14. CHURCH. 

"Which when the carle.| The churl. A word often ufed by Spenfer. 
It formerly denoted merely a ftout or fturdy man. ‘Thus Chaucer, 
soProl. Ce 1’ c43. 

««The Mellere was a {trong car/ for the nonys.” ‘Topp. 

Shakefpeare employs the word in ** Cymbeline,” A.v. Sc. 25; and he 
has car/ot in ** As you like it,” A, ili, Sc. 5.) keane aleeOr peqient 
occurrence in our old poetry ; but we have not been able to trace carlot 
in any author but Shakefpeare. Richardfon’s reference in his Diét. to 
carlet, in Drayton’s ** Barons Wars,” is a miftake for Carlel or Carlifle: 
the poet is there fpeaking of the conftable of that city. C. 
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Would fafe depart, for all his fubtile fleight, 
He chofe an halter from among the reft, 

And with it hong him felfe, unbid, unbleft.° 
But death he could not worke himfelfe thereby ; 
For thoufand times he fo him felfe had dreft, 
Yet natheleffe it could not doe him die, 


Till he fhould die his laft, that is, eternally. 


° unbid, unblef?.| Upton contends that “ unbid ” here means “ with- 
out faying his prayers ;” but if the word has here any conneétion with 
praying, the meaning is, that Defpair hanged himfelf without being 
invited to do fo—as Church fays, without being called. C. 
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Her faith full knight faire Una brings 
To houfe of Holineffe ; 

Where he is taught repentaunce, and 
The way to hevenly bleffe. 


ihe 
‘| HAT man is he, that boafts of flefhly 
might 
And vaine affuraunce of mortality, 
Which, all fo foone as it doth come to 
fight 
Againft fpirituall foes, yields by and by, 
Or from the fielde moft cowardly doth fly ! 
Ne let the man afcribe it to his fkill, 
That thorough grace hath gained victory : 
If any ftrength we have, it 1s to ill; 
But all the good is Gods, both power and eke will. 
2. 
By that which lately hapned Una faw 
That this her knight was feeble, and too faint ; 
And all his finewes woxen weake and raw, 
Through long enprifonment, and hard conftraint, 
Which he endured in his late reftraint, 
That yet he was unfitt for bloody fight. 
Therefore, to cherifh him with diets daint, 
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She caft to bring him where he chearen might,* 

Till he recovered had his late decayed plight. 

Re: 

There was an auncient houfe nor far away, 
Renowmd throughout the world for facred lore 
And pure unfpotted life: fo well, they fay, 

It governd was, and guided evermore, 
Through wifedome of a matrone grave and hore; 
Whofe onely joy was to relieve the needes 
Of wretched foules, and helpe the helpeleffe pore : 
All night fhe fpent in bidding of her bedes, 
And all the day in doing good, and godly deedes. 
4. 

Dame Celia men did her call, as thought 
From heaven to come, or thether to arife ; 

The mother of three daughters, well upbrought 
In goodly thewes, and godly exercife : 

The eldeft two, moft fober, chaft, and wife, 
Fidelia and Speranza, virgins were ; 

Though fpoufd, yet wanting wedlocks folemnize ; 

_ But faire Chariffa to a lovely fere> 

Was lincked, and by him had many pledges dere. 


§ 5 
Arrived there, the dore they find faft lockt ; 
For it was warely watched night and day, 
For feare of many foes; but, when they knockt, 
The Porter opened unto them ftreight way. 


*“ where he chearen might.| To “cheer,” or “chear,” is generally 
ufed as a tranfitive verb, and we do not recolle@ any other inftance 
where it occurs in a neuter fenfe. Upton fuggefts that thefe “ diets 
daint”’ of the poet are the éoridoess roywy xaray of Plato, which Cicero 
tranflates epule fermonum bonorum. C. 

> But faire Chariffa to a lovely fere.| Fere is here employed for 
hufband, as in Chaucer it is ufed for Corpesppocen | rand Cr. *+Bs iv: 
791, edit. Urr. Topp. It alfo means a companion, or affociate, in 


the general fenfe of thofe words, from A. S. fera. C. 
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He was an aged fyre, all hory gray, 
With lookes full lowly caft, and gate full flow, 
Wont on a ftaffe his feeble fteps to ftay, 
Hight Humilté. They pafle in, ftouping low ; 
For ftreight and narrow was the way which he did fhow. 
6. 
Each goodly thing is hardeft to begin ; 
But, entred in, a {patious court they fee, 
Both plaine and pleafaunt to be walked in; 
Where them does meete a francklin faire and free,° 
And entertaines with comely courteous glee ; 
His name was Zele, that him right well became: 
For in his fpeaches and behaveour hee 
Did labour lively to expreffe the fame, 
And gladly did them guide, till to the Hall they came. 
oh 
There fayrely them receives a gentle Squyre, 
Of myld demeanure and rare courtefee, 
Right cleanly clad in comely fad attyre ; 
In word and deede that fhewd great modeftee, 
And knew his good to all of each degree, 
Hight Reverence. He them with {peaches meet 
Does faire entreat ; no courting nicetee, 
But fimple, trew, and eke unfained {weet, 


© Where them does meete a francklin faire and free.| ‘A francklin” 
is a perfon of fome diftinction in our ancient hiftory. He makes a con- 
fpicuous figure in Chaucer; and his manners befpeak his wealth. Mr. 
Tyrwhitt cites, from Fortefcue de Leg. Angl. c. 29, the following 
defcription of a frank/ain: “* Pater familias— magnis ditatus pofleflio- 
nibus:”’ and the learned critic adds, that the franklin “1s clafled with, 
but after, the Miles and Armigers and is diftinguifhed from the /dere 
tenentes and Valeéi; though, as it fhould feem, the only real diftinétion 
between him and other Freeholders confifted in the largenefs of his 
eftate.”” Tyrwhitt’s «* Chaucer,” 2nd. edit. vol. ii. p. 402. ‘The weal- 
thinefs of this country gentleman is alfo marked by a circumftance in 
Shakefpeare, *-K.7 Henry 1V.” P. i. A. ii. Sc. 1) *@ Phere amy ayers 
in the wild of Kent, hath brought three hundred marks with him in 
gold.”” ‘Topp. 
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As might become a Squyre fo great perfons to greet.‘ 
8. 
And afterwardes them to his Dame he leades, 
That aged Dame, the Lady of the place, 
Who all this while was bufy at her beades ; 
Which doen, fhe up arofe with feemely grace, 
And toward them full matronely did pace. 
Where, when that faireft Una the beheld, 
Whom well the knew to {pring from hevenly race, 
Her heart with joy unwonted inly {weld, 
As feeling wondrous comfort in her weaker eld: 


~~ 
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And, her embracing, faid; “O happy earth, 

Whereon thy innocent feet doe ever tread ! 

Mott vertuous virgin, borne of hevenly berth, 

That, to redeeme thy woefull parents head 

From tyrans rage and ever-dying dread, 

Haft wandred through the world now long a day, 

Yett ceafleft not thy weary foles to lead ; 

What grace hath thee now hether brought this way? 
Or doen thy feeble feet unweeting hether ftray ? 

: 10. 

“ Straunge thing it is an errant knight to fee 

Here in this place; or any other wight, 

That hether turnes his fteps. So few there bee, 

That chofe the narrow path, or feeke the right : 

All keepe the broad high way, and take delight 

With many rather for to goe aftray, 

And be partakers of their evill plight, 
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‘fo great perfons to greet.| Todd tells us that «the fecond folio,” 
i.e. that of 1611, reads perfons fo great to greets and he goes on to 
argue in favour of the original text, as we have printed it. It is all 
labour thrown away ; for the folio 1611, like the 4tos. 1§go and 1596, 
has *‘ fo great perfons to greet.” C., 


26 THE FAERIE QUEENE. Baa 


Then with a few to walke the righteft way. 
O foolifh men! why haft ye to your own decay °” 
rit 
“Thy felfe to fee, and tyred limbes to reft, 
O matrone fage,” (quoth fhe) “I hether came ; 
And this good knight his way with me addrett, 
Ledd with thy prayfes, and broad-blazed fame, 
That up to heven is blowne.” ‘The auncient Dame 
Him goodly greeted in her modeft guyfe, 
And enterteynd them both, as beft became, 
With all the court’fies that fhe could devyfe, 
Ne wanted ought to fhew her bounteous or wife. 
12. 
Thus as they gan of fondrie thinges devife, 
Loe! two moft goodly virgins came in place, 
Ylinked arme in arme in lovely wife.: 
With countenance demure, and modeft grace, 
They numbred even fteps and equall pace ; 
Of which the eldeft, that Fidelia hight, 
Like funny beames threw from her chriftall face 
That could have dazd the rafh beholders fight, 
And round about her head did fhine like hevens light. 
ret 
She was araied all in lilly white, 
And in her right hand bore a cup of gold, 
With wine and water fild up to the hight, 
In which a Serpent did himfelfe enfold, 
That horrour made to all that did behold ; 
But fhe no whitt did chaunge her conftant mood : 
And in her other hand fhe faft did hold 
A booke, that was both fignd and feald with blood ; 
Wherein darke things were writt, hard to be underftood. 
I4. 
Her younger fifter, that Speranza hight, 
Was clad in blew, that her befeemed well ; 
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Not all fo chearefull feemed fhe of fight, 
As was her fifter: whether dread did dwell 
Or anguifh in her hart, is hard to tell. 
Upon her arme a filver anchor lay, 
Whereon fhe leaned ever, as befell ; 
And ever up to heven, as fhe did pray, 
Her ftedfaft eyes were bent, ne fwarved other way. 
no. 
They, feeing Una, towardes her gan wend, 
Who them encounters with like courtefee ; 
Many kind fpeeches they betweene them {pend, 
And greatly joy each other for to fee: 
Then to the knight with thamefatt modettie 
They turne themfelves, at Unaes meeke requett, 
And him falute with well befeeming glee ; 
Who faire them quites, as him befeemed bett, 
And goodly gan difcourfe of many a noble geft.® 
16. 
Then Una thus: “But the, your fifter deare, 
The deare Chariffa, where is fhe become ? 
Or wants fhe health, or bufie is elfwhere ?” 
“Ah! no,” faid they, ‘ but forth fhe may not come; 
For fhe of late is lightned of her wombe, 
And hath encreaft the world with one fonne more, 
That her to fee fhould be but troublefome.” 
“ Indeed,” (quoth fhe) ‘‘ that fhould her trouble fore ; 
But thankt be God, and her encreafe fo evermore !” 
1 
Then faid the aged Celia, «« Deare dame, 
And you, good Sir, I wote that of youre toyle 


€ 


of many a noble geft.| Deed or exploits a word frequently met 
with in writers of the time, and hardly requiring explanation: it is, of 
courfe, from the Latin gero. It is alfo ufed fora refting-place, or a pro- 
grefs, or journey ; but then it is derived from the Fr. gift. Shakefpeare, 
in “Ant. and Cleop.” A. iv. Sc. 8, employs it like Spenfer, though 
there ufually mifprinted guef : fee edit. Collier, Lo5 Se. 219.) C3 
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And labors long, through which ye hether came, 
Ye both forwearied be: therefore, a whyle 
I read you reft, and to your bowres recoyle. 
Then called fhe a Groome, that forth him ledd 
Into a goodly Jodge, and gan defpoile 
Of puiffant armes, and laid in eafie bedd: 
His name was meeke Obedience, rightfully aredd. 
18. 
Now when their wearie limbes with kindly- reft, 
And bodies were refrefht with dew repatft, 
Fayre Una gan Fidelia fayre requett, 
To have her knight into her {choolehous plafte, 
That of her heavenly learning he might tafte, 
And heare the wifedom of her wordes divine. 
She graunted; and that knight fo much agrafte, 
That fhe him taught celeftiall difciphine, 
And opened his dull eyes, that light mote in them fhine. 
1g. 
And that her facred Booke, with blood ywritt, 
That none could reade except fhe did them teach, 
She unto him difclofed every whitt ; 
And heavenly documents thereout did preach, 
That weaker witt of man could never reach ; 
Of God; of grace; of juftice; of free-will ; 
That wonder was to heare her goodly f{peach: 
For fhe was hable with her wordes to kill, 
And rayfe againe to life the hart that fhe did thrill. 
20. 
And, when fhe lift poure out her larger {pright, 
She would commaund the hafty Sunne to ftay, 


of 


' I read you reft, and to your bowres recoyle.| 1 advife you to repofe 
yourfelves, and retire to your chambers. He ufes read for advife, F. Q. 
Laaviltsel2 

** Abandon foon, I read, the caytive fpoile —.” 
Recoyle, Fr. reculer, retire. CHurcn. 
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Or backward turne his courfe from hevens hight : 
Sometimes great hoftes of men the could difmay ; 
Dry-fhod to paffe fhe parts the flouds in tway ;° 
And eke huge mountaines from their native feat 
She would commaund themfelves to beare away, 
And throw in raging fea with roaring threat. 
Almightie God her gave fuch powre and puiflaunce great. 
oT. 
The faithfull knight now grew in little fpace, 
By hearing her, and by her fifters lore, 
To fuch perfection of all hevenly grace, 
That wretched world he gan for to abhore, 
And mortall life gan loath as thing forlore, 
Greevd with remembrance of his wicked wayes, 
And prickt with anguith of his finnes fo fore, 
That he defirde to end his wretched dayes : 
So much the dart of finfull guilt the foule difmayes. 
22. 
But wife Speranza gave him comfort {weet, 
And taught him how to take affured hold 
Upon her filver anchor, as was meet; 
Els had his finnes, fo great and manifold, 
Made him forget all that Fidelia told. 
In this diftreffed doubtfull agony, 
When him his deareft Una did behold 
Difdeining life, defiring leave to dye, 
She found her felfe affayld with great perplexity ; 
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° Dry-food to paffe foe parts the flouds in tway.] 'Todd repeatedly 
terms the 4tos. of 1590 and 1596 Spenfer’s editions; and they were 
certainly printed in his lifetime: but this line, obvioufly neceflary to 
fenfe and ftanza, is in neither of them—a fingular, though not unprece- 
dented, omiffion in the firft inftance, but {trange indeed in the repetition. 
We, like others, have been obliged to derive it from the folio 1609, and 
it is alfo found in the folio 16113; but from what fource it was obtained 
is nowhere mentioned. We know that “The Faerie Queene” was 
handed about in MS. before it was originally printed, and very poflibly 


the glaring hiatus was filled up in 1609 from one of thofe written copies. 
In St. 22, Todd printed had” Aas. C. . 
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And came to Celia to declare her {mart ; 
Who, well acquainted with that commune plight, 
Which finfull horror workes in wounded hart, 
Her wifely comforted all that fhe might, 
With goodly counfell and advifement right ; 
And ftreightway fent with carefull diligence, 
To fetch a Leach, the which had great infight 
In that difeafe of grieved confcience, 
And well could cure the fame: his name was Patience. 
24. 
Who, comming to that fowle-difeafed knight, 
Could hardly him intreat to tell his grief: 
Which knowne, and all that noyd his heavie {pright 
Well fearcht, eftfoones he gan apply relief 
Of falves and med’cines, which had paffing prief ; 
And thereto added wordes of wondrous might. 
By which to eafe he him recured brief, 
And much afwag’d the paffion of his plight, 
That he his paine endur’d, as feeming now more light. 


9 


<= 


But yet the caufe and root of all his ill, 
Inward corruption and infected fin, 
Not purg’d nor heald, behind remained ftill, 
And feftring fore did ranckle yett within, 
Clofe creeping twixt the marow and the fkin: 
Which to extirpe, he laid him privily 
Downe in a darkfome lowly place far in, 
Whereas he meant his corrofives to apply," 
And with ftreight diet tame his ftubborne malady. 


" Whereas he meant his corrofives to apply.| Todd has a long note 
upon “ corrofives ;”” but it is only neceflary to ftate that the more ufual 
pronunciation of it in Spenfer’s day was corfives: lines may, however, 
be produced in which it is either a diffyllable or a trifyllable: in the line 
before us there can be no doubt how it ought to be read. C. 
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26. 
In afhes and fackcloth he did array 
His daintie corfe, proud humors to abate ; 
And dieted with fafting every day, 
The {welling of his woundes to mitigate ; 
And made him pray both earely and eke late: 
And ever, as fuperfluous fleth did rott, 
Amendment readie ftill at hand did wayt, 
To pluck it out with pincers fyrie whott, 
That foone in him was lefte no one corrupted jott. 
27. 
And bitter Penaunce, with an yron whip, 
Was wont him once to difple every day :' 
And fharp Remorfe his hart did prick and nip, 
That drops of blood thence like a well did play : 
And fad Repentance ufed to embay 
Fis blamefull body in falt water fore,* 
The filthy blottes of fin to wath away. 
So in fhort {pace they did to health reftore 
The man that would not live, but erft lay at deathes dore. 


Was wont him once to difple every day.| By to difple, that is, to 
difciple ox difcipline, were formerly fignified the penitentiary whippings 
practifed among the monks; fo that it is here applied with the greateft 
propriety. In Fox’s ‘* Book of Martyrs” there is an old wood-cut, in 
which the whipping of an heretic is reprefented, with this title, 5607 be 
DISPLING of Fobn Whitelock.” Disptanc friers was a common expref{- 
fion, as it is found in ‘¢ A Worlde of Wonders,” 1608, p.175. Milton 
ufes it with allufion to the fame fenfe: «Tis only the merry frier in 
Chaucer can di/p/e them,” “ Of Ref. in Eng.” Birch’s edit. vol. i. p. 13. 
Difciplina, in the Spanith language, fignifies the {courge which was ufed by 
penitents for thefe very purpofes of religious flagellation. T.Warron. 

His blamefull body in falt water Jore.| Repentance bathed his 
blameful body in falt water, and thus rendered it fore. Ours is the text 
of the edit. 1590, from which there is no fufficient reafon for varying, 
although it is right to mention, that later impreffions here offer a diffe- 
rence, viz. 

** Flis body in falt water {marting fore.” 
The meaning is nearly the fame, and if Spenfer himfelf introduced the 
change, which is more than doubtful, (it is not noted asa mifprint,) we 
have preferved both forms for the choice of the reader. alt: 
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20. 
In which his torment often was fo great, 
That like a Lyon he would cry and rore, 
And rend his flefh, and his owne fynewes eat. 
His owne deare Una, hearing evermore 
His ruefull fhriekes and gronings, often tore 
Her guiltlefle garments and her golden heare, 
For pitty of his payne and anguifh fore : 
Yet all with patience wifely fhe did beare, 
For well fhe wift his cryme could els be never cleare. 
| 20: 
Whom, thus recover’d by wife Patience 
And trew Repentaunce, they to Una brought ; 
Who, joyous of his cured confcience, 
Him dearely kift, and fayrely eke befought 
Himfelfe to chearifh, and confuming thought 
To put away out of his carefull brett. 

By this Chariffa, late in child-bed brought, 
Was woxen ftrong, and left her fruitfull neft : 
To her fayre Una brought this unacquainted guett. 

30: 
She was a woman in her frefheft age, 
Of wondrous beauty, and of bounty rare, 
With goodly grace and comely perfonage, 
That was on earth not eafie to compare ; 
Full of great love, but Cupids wanton {nare 
As hell the hated; chafte in worke and will: 
Her necke and brefts were ever open bare, 
That ay thereof her babes might fucke their fill; 
The reft was all in yellow robes arayed full. 
ie 
A multitude of babes sane her hong, 
Playing their fportes, that joyd her to behold ; 
Whom ftill fhe fed whiles they were weake and young, 
But thruft them forth ftill as they wexed old: 


©. To. THE FAERIE QUEENE. a3 
And on her head fhe wore a tyre of gold, 


Adornd with gemmes and owches! wondrous fayre, 
Whofe paffing price uneath was to be told: 
And by her fyde there fate a gentle payre 
Of turtle doves, the fitting in an yvory chayre. 
Spy. 
The knight and Una entring fayre her greet, 
And bid her joy of that her happy brood ; 
Who them requites with court’fies feeming meet, 
And entertaynes with friendly chearefull mood. 
Then Una her befought, to be fo good 
As in her vertuous rules to fchoole her knight, 
Now after all his torment well withftood 
In that fad houfe of Penaunce, where his {pright 
Had paft the paines of hell and long-enduring night. 
33: 
She was right joyous of her juft requett ; 
And taking by the hand that Faeries fonne, 
Gan him inftrué in everie good beheft, 
Of love, and righteoufnes, and well to donne ;™ 
And wrath and hatred warely to fhonne, 
That drew on men Gods hatred and his wrath, 


| Adornd with gemmes and owches.] “ Owches” here feem intended 
for jewels, See alfo F. Q. i. ii. 13; iii, iv. 23. In Exod. xxviii, 11. 
“ Owches of gold,” fignify the collets in which the precious ftones were 
to be placed. Barret, in his «* Di@.” 1580, under the word jeze//, calls 
the ouch “a collar that women vfed about their neckes ;” and again, 
under the word ouch, terms it “a carcanet, or OUCH fo hang about a 
gentlewomans necke.” "Topo. Tyrwhitt was of opinion that the proper 
mode of fpelling the word was nouch; but this is more than doubtful, 
fince the 7 was commonly obtained from the preceding indefinite article, 
an ouch. Many examples of the fame thing, as applied to other words, 
might be adduced. C. 

" Of love, and righteoufnes, and well to donne.] That is, and of 
well doing. Kal 7d xaaws moiziy. A. S. don, facere. So Chaucer, 


in the “ Knight’s Tale,” 995, ** Zo don obfequies, as tho was the 
gife.” Upron. 
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And many foules in dolours had fordonne :" 
In which when him fhe well inftructed hath, 
From thence to heaven fhe teacheth him the ready path. 
Sep 
Wherein his weaker wandring fteps to guyde, 
An auncient matrone fhe to her does call, 
Whofe fober lookes her wifedome well defcryde : 
Her name was Mercy ; well knowne over all 
To be both gratious and eke liberall : 
To whom the carefull charge of him fhe gave, 
To leade aright, that he fhould never fall 
In all his waies through this wide worldes wave ; 
That Mercy in the end his righteous foule might fave. 


35° 
The godly Matrone by the hand him beares 
Forth from her prefence, by a narrow way, 
Scattred with bufhy thornes and ragged breares, 
Which ftill before him fhe remov’d away, 
That nothing might his ready pafiage ftay : 
And ever, when his feet encombred were, 
Or gan to fhrinke, or from the right to ftray, 
She held him faft, and firmely did upbeare, 
As carefull Nourfe her child from falling oft does reare. 
36. 
Eftfoones unto an holy Hofpitall, 
That was foreby the way, fhe did him bring ; 
In which feven Bead-men, that had vowed all 
Their life to fervice of high heavens King, 
Did fpend their daies in doing godly thing. 
Their gates to all were open evermore, 
That by the wearie way were traveiling ; 


" in dolours had fordonne.| That is, as we now fay, in grief had un- 
done. Shakefpeare ufes the verb “ fordo” in the fenfe of deffroy: fee 


: , 
‘“* Hamlet,” A. v. Sc. 1.3 and “ Othello,” A. v. Sc. 1. Inftances in 
other authors are frequent.- C, 


Geiro. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


And one fate wayting ever them before, 
To call in commers-by that needy were and pore. 


Sys 
The firft of them, that eldeft was and beft, 
Of all the houfe had charge and governement, 
As Guardian and Steward of the reft. 
His office was to give entertainement 
And lodging unto all that came and went ; 
Not unto fuch as could him feaft againe, 
And double quite for that he on them fpent ; 
But fuch as want of harbour did conftraine: 
Thofe for Gods fake his dewty was to entertaine. 
38. 
The fecond was as Almner of the place : 
His office was the hungry for to feed, 
And thrifty give to drinke ; a worke of grace. 
He feard not once himfelfe to be in need, 
Ne car’d to hoord for thofe whom he did breede: 
The grace of God he layd up ftill in ftore, 
Which as a ftocke he left unto his feede. 
He had enough; what need him care for more? 
And had he lefle, yet fome he would give to the pore. 
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39: 
The third had of their wardrobe cuftody, 
In which were not rich tyres, nor garments gay, 
The plumes of pride, and winges of vanity, 
But clothes meet to keepe keene cold away, 
And naked nature feemely to aray ; 
With which bare wretched wights he dayly clad, 
The images of God in earthly clay ; 
And, if that no {pare clothes to give he had, 
His owne cote he would cut, and it diftribute glad. 
40. 
The fourth appointed by his office was 


Poore prifoners to relieve with gratious ayd, 
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And captives to redeeme with price of bras 
From Turkes and Sarazins, which them had ftayd: 
And though they faulty were, yet well he wayd, 
That God to us forgiveth every howre 
Much more then that why they in bands were layd ; 
And he, that harrowd hell® with heavie ftowre, 
The faulty foules from thence brought to his heavenly 
bowre. 
Ait 
The fift had charge fick perfons to attend, 
And comfort thofe in point of death which lay ; 
For them moft needeth comfort in the end, 
When fin, and hell, and death, doe moft difmay 
The feeble foule departing hence away. 
All is but loft, that living we beftow, 
If not well ended at our dying day. 
O man! have mind of that laft bitter throw ;? 
For as the tree does fall, fo lyes it ever low. 
42. 
The fixt had charge of them now being dead, 
In feemely fort their corfes to engrave, 


© And he, that harrowd hell.| Subdued hell. So Chaucer, * Mill. T.” 
3512, edit. Tyrwhitt. ‘‘ By Him that Zarwed belles” harried, Sax. 
harraffed, fubdued, {ays Mr. Tyrwhitt; who adds, that ** our anceftors 
were very fond of a ftory of Chrift’s exploits in his De/cen/us ad inferos, 
which they called the harrowing of helle.”” ‘They took it, with feveral 
others of the fame ftamp, from the gofpel of Nicodemus. Fabr. Cod. 
Apoc. N. T. Topp. Perhaps the oldeft play in the Englifh language 
is on the fubjeét of the Harrowing of Hell: it is contained in MS. 
Harl. 2253, and was privately printed by the prefent editor in 1836. 
See alfo «* Hift. Engl. Dram. Poetry,” ii. 213. C. 

P that laft bitter throw. i. e. that laft bitter time, or rather moment, 
uno oculo conjeéu, as Skinner has it, and as Richardfon properly explains 
it “€in the time of inftantaneous action.” He has no example of the ufe 
of the word “throw ” in this fenfe after Chaucer and Gower; but the 
following occurs ina poet, who, like Spenfer, imitated a ftyle of writing 
older than his own day :— 

<¢ So that they were defaced i” a throw.” 


Francis Thynne’s ‘* Pride and Lowlinefs,” 7. d. but c. 1580. C. 


10. TEP APRIL S OE ENE 37 


And deck with dainty flowres their brydall bed, 
That to their heavenly fpoufe both {weet and brave 
They might appeare, when he their foules fhall fave. 
The wondrous workmanfhip of Gods owne mould, 
Whofe face he made all beaftes to feare, and gave 
All in his hand, even dead we honour fhould. 

Ah, deareft God, me graunt, I dead be not defould! 

43. 

The feventh, now after death and buriall done, 
Had charge the tender Orphans of the dead 
And wydowes ayd, leaft they fhould be undone: 
In face of judgement he their right would plead, 
Ne ought the powre of mighty men did dread 
In their defence; nor would for gold or fee 
Be wonne their rightfull caufes downe to tread ; 
And, when they ftood in moft neceflitee, 

He did fupply their want, and gave them ever free. 

44. 

There when the Elfin knight arrived was, 
The firft and chiefeft of the feven, whofe care 
Was guefts to welcome, towardes him did pas ; 
Where feeing Mercie, that his fteps upbare 
And alwaies led, to her with reverence rare 
He humbly louted* in meeke lowlineffe, 
And feemely welcome for her did prepare : 
For of their order fhe was Patroneffe, 


Albe Chariffa were their chiefeft foundereffe. 


4 He humbly louted.| To lout”? is to dow, to behave like a /ow, or 
humble perfon: fo in Gower’s ‘Conf. Am.” B. vii. 
«But nathles fhe gan to /owte, 

And knele unto hir hofbonde.” 
phakeipeareiuscobienry LY) t.beisIVenc, 9, ules.“louted ’ for 
treated like a /out; but in <¢'The World and the Child,” 1522, we have 
the verb as in Spenfer, where Manhood fays, 

«*For the worlde and pryde hath avaunced me, 
To me men /owte full lowe.” C. 
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45. 

There fhe awhile him ftayes, himfelfe to reft, 
That to the reft more hable he might bee; 
During which time, in every good behett, 
And godly worke of Almes and charitee, 
Shee him inftructed with great induftree. 
Shortly therein fo perfect he became, 

That, from the firft unto the laft degree, 
His mortall life he learned had to frame 
In holy righteoufneffe, without rebuke or blame. 
46. 

Thence forward by that painfull way they pas 

Forth to an hill that was both fteepe and hy, 
On top whereof a facred chappell was, 
And eke a litle Hermitage thereby, 
Wherein an aged holy man did lie, 
That day and night faid his devotion, 
Ne other worldly bufines did apply : 
His name was hevenly Contemplation ; 

Of God and goodnes was his meditation. 


47 
Great grace that old man to him given had ; 
For God he often faw from heavens hight: 
All were his earthly eien both blunt and bad, 
And through great age had loft their kindly fight, 
Yet wondrous quick and perfaunt was his fpright, 
As Eagles eie that can behold the Sunne. 

That hill they fcale with all their powre and might, 
That his fraile thighes, nigh weary and fordonne, 
Gan faile ; but by her helpe the top at laft he wonne. 

48. 
There they doe finde that godly aged Sire, 
With fnowy lockes adowne his fhoulders fhed ; 
As hoary froft with fpangles doth attire 
The mofly braunches of an Oke halfe ded. 
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Each bone might through his body well be red, 
And every finew feene, through his long fat: 
For nought he car’d his carcas long unfed ; 
His mind was full of fpirituall repatt, 
And pyn’d his flefh to keepe his body low and chaft.' 


49: 

Who, when thefe two approching he afpide, 
At their firft prefence grew agrieved fore, 
That forft him lay his hevenly thoughts afide ; 
And had he not that Dame refpeéted more,’ 
Whom highly he did reverence and adore, 
He would not once have moved for the knight. 
They him faluted, ftanding far afore, 

Who, well them greeting, humbly did requight, 
And afked to what end they clomb that tedious hight? 
50. 

“‘ What end,” (qd. fhe) “ fhould caufe us take fuch paine, 
But that fame end, which every living wight 
Should make his marke high heaven to attaine? 

Is not from hence the way, that leadeth right 
To that moft glorious houfe, that gliftreth bright 
With burning ftarres and everliving fire, 
Whereof the keies are to thy hand behight' 
By wife Fidelia? She doth thee require, 
To fhew it to this knight, according his defire.” 
14 ig 

‘“‘ Thrife happy man,” faid then the father grave, 

““ Whofe ftaggering fteps thy fteady hand doth lead, 
And fhewes the way his finfull foule to fave! 


"And pyn'd his flefo to keepe his body low and chaff.) See Rom. viii. 
133) Corsixee7e4 SUrTon; 

* And had he not that Dame re/peGted more.| Greatly. See Introdua. 
F, Q. it, St. 4s CHurcH: 

‘ are to thy hand behight.| i.e. entruffed. See vol. i. p. 228, where 
“‘ hight” without the prefix is met with in the fame fenfe: alfo St. 64 
of this Canto, where “ behight”’ means called. C. 
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Who better can the way to heaven aread 
Then thou thyfelfe, that was both borne and bred 
In hevenly throne, where thoufand Angels fhine? 
Thou doeft the praiers of the righteous fead 
Prefent before the majefty divine, 
And his avenging wrath to clemency incline. 
52. 

‘Yet, fince thou bidft, thy pleafure fhalbe donne. 
Then come, thou man of earth, and fee the way, 
That never yet was feene of Faries fonne ; 

That never leads the traveiler aftray, 

But after labors long and fad delay, 

Brings them to joyous reft® and endleffe blis. 
But firft thou muft a feafon faft and pray, 
Till from her bands the fpright affoiled is,” 

And have her ftrength recur’d from fraile infirmitis.” 

$3. 

That done, he leads him to the higheft Mount ; 
Such one as that fame mighty man of God, 

That blood-red billowes, like a walled front, 
On either fide difparted with his rod, 

Till that his army dry-foot through them yod,’ 
Dwelt forty daies upon; where, writt in ftone 


With bloody letters by the hand of God, 


« Brings them to joyous ref?.| Church remarks that the earlieft edi- 
tions read Bring; but he was not aware that in the folio 1611 the 
grammatical error ts fet right. C. 

* Tillfrom her bands the fpright affoiledis.| \s abfolved. Fr. abfoudre. 
Often thus ufed by our old poets. ‘Thus in “ Pierce the Ploughmans 
Crede, edit. 1553, sign. boils, 

«« My foule I fette for thyn, to a/oi/e the clene.” 
And in the romance of ** Robert the Devyll:” 

«And for youre fynnes euer youe mutte be forye, 

“For as yet I will not affoylle you.” 
In Chaucer’s “ Prol. Cant. 'T.” 663, edit. Urr. “* 4foiling” is ufed for 
Abfolution, ‘Topo. 

Y through them yod.| ‘Through them went: the paft tenfe of the 
A. S. verb to yede. See alfo p. 48. C. 
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The bitter doome of death and balefull mone 
He did receive, whiles flafhing fire about him fhone : 


54. 
Or like that facred hill, whofe head full hie, 
Adornd with fruitfull Olives all arownd, 
Is, as it were for endlefle memory 
Of that deare Lord who oft thereon was fownd, 
For ever with a flowring girlond crownd: 
Or like that pleafaunt Mount, that is for ay 
Through famous Poets verfe each where renownd,? 
On which the thrife three learned Ladies play 
Their hevenly notes, and make full many a lovely lay. 
55. 
From thence, far off he unto him did fhew 
A little path that was both fteepe and long, 
Which to a goodly Citty led his vew ; 
Whofe wals and towres were builded high and ftrong 
Of perle and precious ftone, that earthly tong 
Cannot defcribe, nor wit of man can tell; 
Too high a ditty for my fimple fong. 
The Citty of the greate king hight it well, 
Wherein eternall peace and happineffe doth dwell. 
iver: 
As he thereon ftood gazing, he might fee 
The bleffed Angels to and fro defcend 
From higheft heven in gladfome companee, 
And with great joy into that Citty wend, 
As commonly as frend does with his frend. 
Whereat he wondred much, and gan enquere, 
What ftately building durft fo high extend 
Her lofty towres unto the ftarry fphere, 
And what unknowen nation there empeopled were? 


“ each where renownd.| Here, for the fake of the rhyme, Spenfer wrote 
“‘renownd,” abandoning his former practice, enforced by an erratum, 
of fpelling the word after its Fr. derivation: fee vol. i. p, 247. C. 
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hy fa 

“Faire Knight,” (qd. he) ‘* Hierufalem that 1s, 
The new Hierufalem, that God has built 
For thofe to dwell in that are chofen his, 
His chofen people, purg’d from finful guilt 
With pretious blood,* which cruelly was fpilt 
On curfed tree, of that unfpotted lam, 
That for the finnes of al the world was kilt: 
Now are they Saints all in that Citty fam,” 

More dear unto their God then younglings to their 

danas’ 
Ste 

«Till now,” faid then the knight, ‘“‘ I weened well, 
That great Cleopolis, where I have beene, 
In which that faireft Fary Queene doth dwell, 
The faireft citty was that might be feene ; 
And that bright towre, all built of chriftall clene, 
Panthea, feemd the brighteft thing that was ; 
But now by proofe all otherwife I weene, 
For this great Citty that does far furpas, 

And this bright Angels towre quite dims that towre of 

glas.” 


59. 
“« Moft trew,” then faid the holy aged man ; 


* With pretious blood.| It is ** piteous blood” in the 4to. 1590; but 
in the lift of errata we are inftructed to fubftitute “ pretious”’ for piteous : 
neverthelefs, it ftill remains “ piteous blood”? in the folio 1611, which 
in Drayton’s copy is amended in MS, to pretious. C. 

> all in that Citty fam.] The commentators have left the adverb 
“fam” unexplained, as if it were to be underftood /ame: nothing can 
be more erroneous. “Sam” means fogether s and “all in that Citty 
fam” is all in that city together. “Sam” is not found in Richardfon; 
but it is from the A. S., and the Germans conftantly employ the word 
zufammen in the fenfe of together. The verb to “ fam” (Ger. fammeln, 
to collect) is ftill heard in the north of England; ‘and fam it ty 
means collect it together. The adverb “ fam” often occurs in the 


“* Widkirk Plays,” printed by the Surtees Society in 1836. C. 
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‘« Yet is Cleopolis, for earthly frame,° 
The faireft peece that eie beholden can ; 
And well befeemes all knights of noble name, 
That covett in th’ immortall booke of fame 
To be eternized, that fame to haunt, 
And doen their fervice to that foveraigne Dame, 
That glory does to them for guerdon graunt : 
For fhe is hevenly borne, and heaven may juftly vaunt. 
6o. 
‘‘ And thou, -faire ymp, {prong out from Englith race, 
How ever now accompted Elfins fonne, 
Well worthy doeft thy fervice for her grace, 
To aide a virgin defolate, foredonne ; 
But when thou famous victory haft wonne, 
And high emongft all knights haft hong thy fhield, 
Thenceforth the fuitt of earthly conqueft fhonne, 
And wafh thy hands from guilt of bloody field : 
For blood can nought but fin, and wars but forrows yield. 
7 oak 
‘Then feek this path that I to thee prefage,* 
Which after all to heaven fhall thee fend ; 
Then peaceably thy painefull pilgrimage 
To yonder fame Hierufalem doe bend, 
Where is for thee ordaind a bleffed end: 
For thou, emongft thofe Saints whom thou doeft fee, 
Shalt be a Saint, and thine owne nations frend 
And Patrone: thou Saint George fhalt called bee, 
Saint George of mery England, the figne of victoree.” 


° Yet is Cleopolis, for earthly frame.] Corrected by the edit. 1751, by 
Mr. Church, Mr. Upton, and Tonfon’s edit. of 1758, from the errata, 
fubjoined to the firft edition. Both Spenfer’s editions, however, read 
fame, which the folios and the firft edition of Hughes follow. Dr. 
Jortin, who examined only the later editions, propofed to read frame. 

Topp. 
¢ Then feek this path that I to thee prefage.| Point out with my hand. 
The French fo ufe pré/ager. Compare with the fourth line. Cuurcu. 
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62. 

‘‘Unworthy wretch,” (qd. he) “ of fo great grace, 

How dare I thinke fuch glory to attaine?” 
‘“< Thefe, that have it attaynd, were in like cace, 
As wretched men, and lived in like paine.”® 
<* But deeds of armes mutt I at laft be faine 
And Ladies love to leave, fo dearely bought?” 

“¢ What need of armes, where peace doth ay remaine,” 
(Said he) “and bitter battailes all are fought ?* 
As for loofe loves, they’are vaine, and vanifh into 

nought.” 
63. 

“°O! let me not,” (quoth he) “ then turne againe 
Backe to the world, whofe joyes fo fruitleffe are ; 
But let me heare for aie in peace remaine, 

Or ftreightway on that laft long voiage fare, 
That nothing may my prefent hope empare.” 
«That may not be,” (faid he) ‘ne maift thou yitt 
Forgoe that royal maides bequeathed care, 
Who did her caufe into thy hand committ, 
Till from her curfed foe thou have her freely quitt.” 
64. 

‘Then fhall I foone,” (qd. he) ‘‘ fo God me grace, 
Abett that virgins caufe difconfolate, 

And fhortly back returne unto this place, 


© As wretched men, and lived in like paine.] 'Thefe words are, of 
courfe, fpoken by Contemplation ; and, to make it clearer, editions fub- 
fequent to the firft infert “ Quoth he,” and omit “ men:” 

“*(Quoth he,) as wretched, and liv’d in like paine.” 
With this explanatory note, we fee no adequate reafon for abandoning 
the ancient text of the poet. C. 

f and bitter battailes all are fought.\ In later impreffions the words 
are ‘‘and battailes none are to be fought;” but the older text is quite 
clear, and the epithet adds ftrength to the meaning. C. 

8 As for loofe loves, they’are vaine, and vanifb into nought.| So the 
4to. 1590, and rightly; but the folio 1611 omits ‘ they,” and thus 
obfcures the fenfe. Here again, therefore, we advifedly follow the 
ancient text. C. 
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To walke this way in Pilgrims poore eftate. 

But now aread, old father, why of late 

Didft thou behight me borne of Englifh blood, 
Whom all a Faeries fonne doen nominate ?” 

‘“¢ That word fhall I,” (faid he) ‘‘avouchen good, 

Sith to thee is unknowne the cradle of thy brood. 

65. 

“< For, well I wote, thou fpringft from ancient race 
Of Saxon kinges," that have with mightie hand, 
And many bloody battailes fought in face,' 
High reard their royall throne in Britans land, 
And vanquifht them, unable to withftand : 
From thence a Faery thee unweeting reft, 
There as thou flepft in tender fwadling band, 
And her bafe Elfin brood there for thee left: 

Such, men do Chaungelings call, fo chaung’d by Faeries 


theft. 
66. 


“Thence fhe thee brought into this Faery lond, 
And in an heaped furrow did thee hyde ; 
_ Where thee a Ploughman all unweeting fond, 


h Of Saxon kinges.] St. George, by the generality of writers, is 
fuppofed to be a Cappadocian; by fome, a Cilician. ‘The romance- 
writer of the “‘ Seven Champions of Chriftendom ” [Richard Johnfon] 
makes him to be born of Englifh parentage, and of the royal blood; his 
mother, a king’s daughter; and his birth-place, Coventry ; but that, as 
foon as born, he was miraculoufly conveyed away by an enchantrefs, 
called Kalyb [p. 5, ed. 1608]: to which ftory Spenfer alludes in this 
Stanza. This fame ftory of changelings, he has likewife in F. Q. iil. 
ili. 26, fpeaking of Arthegal. Shakefpeare likewife gives his poetical 
teftimony to thefe vulgar tales. Upron. 

i fought in face.| This is the text of the 4to. 15g0; and why it 
fhould have been altered, in fubfequent editions, to the tame reading of 
‘* fought in place” is nowhere ftated. It feems ftrange alfo that modern 
editors fhould have adopted p/ace without obfervation, when “ fought in 
face,” i. e. face to face, is fo much more expreffive. It deferves noting 
likewife that Drayton, in his copy of the folio 1611, with his ufual 
judgment and good tafte, reftores “‘ face.” ‘ Britans land,” in the next 
line, is alfo the reading of the edit. 4to. 1590. . C. 
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As he his toylefome teme that way did guyde, 
And brought thee up in ploughmans ftate to byde, 
Whereof Georgos he thee gave to name ; “ 
Till prickt with courage, and thy forces pryde, 
To Fary court thou cam’ft to feek for fame, 
And prove thy puiffant armes, as feemes thee beft became.” 
67. 
‘“O holy Sire!” (quoth he) ‘ how fhall I quight 
The many favours I with thee have fownd, 
That haft my name and nation redd aright, 
And taught the way that does to heaven bownd !” 
This faide, adowne he looked to the grownd 
To have returnd ; but dazed were his eyne 
Through pafling brightnes, which did quite confound 
His feeble fence, and too exceeding fhyne. 
So darke are earthly thinges compard to things divine. 
68. 
At laft, whenas himfelfe he gan to fynd, 
To Una back he caft him to retyre, 
Who him awaited ftill with penfive mynd. 
Great thankes, and goodly meed, to that good fyre 
He thens departing gave for his paynes hyre: 
So came to Una, who him joyd to fee; 
And, after litle reft, gan him defyre 
Of her adventure myndfull for to bee. 
So leave they take of Celia and her daughters three. 


* Whereof Georgos he thee gave to name.| Georgos in the Greek lan- 
guage fignifying a bu/bandman, our poet hence takes occafion (according 
to his ufual method) of introducing the marvellous tale told of Tages, 
and applying it to his hero. Tages was the fon of the earth: a plough- 
man, ‘* As he his toilfome teme that way did guide,” found him under 
the furrow. ‘This wonderful tale the reader may fee in Cicer. De 
Divin. i. 23, Ovid. Met. xv. 553, and in other writers. Hence, in 
allufion to his name Georgos, Spenfer, in his letter to Sir W. R. calls 
him ‘a clounifb young man ; who, having defired a boone of the queen 
of Faeries, refted himfelf on the floor, unfit through his ru/ficitie for a 
better place.” Upron. 
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The knight with that old Dragon fights 
Two days inceffantly: 

Lhe third him overthrowes, and gayns 
Moft glorious vidtory. 


Tk 
. IGH time now gan it wex for Una fayre 
y To thinke of thofe her captive Parents 


deare, 


8) And their forwafted kingdom to re- 
payre: 
Whereto whenas they now approched neare, 
“With hartie wordes her knight fhe gan to cheare, 
And in her modeft maner thus befpake : 
‘* Deare knight, as deare as ever knight was deare, 
That all thefe forrowes fuffer for my fake, 
High heven behold the tedious toyle ye for me take ! 
2. 
“* Now are we come unto my native foyle, 
And to the place where all our perilles dwell ; 
Here hauntes that feend, and does his dayly f{poyle ; 
Therefore, henceforth bee at your keeping well, 
And ever ready for your foeman fell: 
The fparke of noble corage now awake, 


*. bee at your keeping well.) It is ‘¢ it your keeping” in the 4to. 1590; 
but amended to “ at your keeping’ in the errata. C.. 
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And ftrive your excellent felfe to excell : 
That fhall ye evermore renowmed make 
Above all knights on earth, that batteill undertake.’ 
2 
And pointing forth,” “Lo! yonder is,” (faid fhe) 
«° The brafen towre, in which my parents deare 
For dread of that huge feend emprifond be ; 
Whom I from far fee on the walles appeare, 
Whofe fight my feeble foule doth greatly cheare: 
And on the top of all I do efpye 
The watchman wayting tydings glad to heare ; 
That, (O my Parents!) might I happily 
Unto you bring, to eafe you of your mifery !” 
Pe 
With that they heard a roaring hideous fownd, 
That all the ayre with terror filled wyde, 
And feemd uneath‘ to fhake the ftedfaft ground. 
Eftfoones that dreadful Dragon they efpyde, 
Where ftretcht he lay upon the funny fide 
Of a great hill, himfelfe like a great hill : 
But, all fo foone as he from far defcryde 
Thofe gliftring armes that heven with light did fill, 
He roufd himfelfe full blyth, and haftned them untill. 


, 


5. 
Then badd the knight his Lady yede aloof,* 
And to an hill herfelfe withdraw afyde ; 


b And pointing forth, &c.] ‘This Stanza was either omitted in the firft 
edition by the careleffnefs of the printer, or afterwards added by the 
poet. It is found, though no notice is taken of it, in the fecond and 
fubfequent editions. CuHuRCH. 

© And feemd uneath.] Soallthe editions. I fuppofe it means deneath, 
and is a contraction for wzderneath. I do not recolleét that he elfewhere 
ufes neath in this fenfe. Cuurcu. ‘‘Uneath” fometimes means /carcely s 
but generally wvea/fily, (fee p. 33); and Mr. Child, in his edit. Bofton, 
1855, fuggefts that here it may perhaps be underftood as a/mof?. C. 

d bis Lady yede aloof.| i.e. to go aloof. We have already had the 
verb to “ yede” in its paft tenfe of yode, or yod, (p. 40). C. 
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From whence fhe might behold that battailles proof, 
And eke be fafe from daunger far defcryde. 
She him obayd, and turnd a little wyde.— 
Now, O thou facred Mufe! moft learned Dame, 
Fayre ympe of Phcebus and his aged bryde, 
The Nourfe of time and everlafting fame, 

That warlike handes* ennobleft with immortall name; 

6. 

O! gently come into my feeble breft ; 
Come gently, but not with that mightie rage, 
Wherewith the martiall troupes thou doeft infetft, 
And hartes of great Heroés‘ doeft enrage, 
That nought their kindled corage may afwage : 
Soone as thy dreadfull trompe begins to fownd, 
The God of warre with his fiers equipage 
Thou doeft awake, fleepe never he fo fownd; 

And {cared nations® doeft with horror fterne aftownd. 


se 
Fayre Goddeffe, lay that furious fitt afyde, 
Till I of warres" and bloody Mars doe fing, 


© That warlike handes.| All copies agree in ‘** handes,” and it has 
univerfally been underftood as per/ous; but Drayton, in the margin of 
his folio 1611, has altered 4 to 4, and made it “ warlike dandes.” We 
do not adopt the emendation, but think it plaufible: fee below, <« mar- 
tiall troupes.”” See alfo the note on “ hands,” or dands, eee idea 
* And hartes of great Heroés.) It is not uncommon to find 4eroes 
extended into three fyllables by our old poets. In the F. Q. are other 
inftances. So, in Spenfer’s Verfes likewife, prefixed to the * Hiftory of 
George Caftriot,” &c. 1596 :— 
«¢ And old Aeroes, which their world did daunt.” 
And thus Browne, in the Dedication to his ** Brit. Paft.” 1616 :— 
«© Where brave Aeroes worths the Sifters fing.” 
Again, “ Brit. Paft.” B. i. p. gz :— 
<¢ When our 4eroe, honour’d Effex, died.” Topp. 
8 And fcared nations.| Corref&ted from the errata: it was before, 
<« And feared nations.” CHURCH. 
h Till I of warres, &c.] See the Letter to Sir Walter Raleigh, 
Verfes to Lord Effex, and F. Q. i. xii. 18, where Spenfer gives inti- 


mations of his defign of writing an heroic poem in honour of Queen 
iI. E 
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And Bryton fieldes with Sarazin blood bedyde, 

Twixt that great faery Queene and Paynim king, 

That with their horror heven and earth did ring ; 

A worke of labour long, and endleffe prayfe: . 

But now a while lett downe that haughtie ftring, 

And to my tunes thy fecond tenor rayfe, 

That I this man of God his godly armes may blaze. 
8. 
By this, the dreadful Beaft drew nigh to hand, 

Halfe flying and halfe footing in his hafte, 

That with his largeneffe meafured much land, 

And made wide fhadow under his huge wafte ; 

As mountaine doth the valley overcatte. 

Approching nigh, he reared high afore 

His body montftrous, horrible, and vatte ; 

Which, to increafe his wondrous greatnes more, 
Was fwoln with wrath and poyfon, and with bloody gore ; 
And over all with brafen fcales was armd, 

Like plated cote of fteele, fo couched neare 

That nought mote perce ; ne might his corfe bee harmd 

With dint of fwerd, nor puth of pointed {peare : 

Which as an Eagle, feeing pray appeare, 

His aery plumes doth rouze, full rudely dight ; 

So fhaked he, that horror was to heare: 

For as the clafhing of an armor bright, 

Such noyfe his rouzed fcales did fend unto the knight. 
10. 
His flaggy winges, when forth he did difplay, 

Were like two fayles, in which the hollow wynd 

Is gathered full, and worketh {peedy way : 

And eke the pennes, that did his pineons bynd, 


Elifabeth. Cuurcu. The fubjeét of this poem was to be the wars 
betwixt the Faerie Queene and the Paynim King, meaning hiftorically 
Queen Elizabeth and the King of Spain. Upron, 
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Were like mayne-yardes with flying canvas lynd ;' 
With which whenas him lift the ayre to beat, 
And there by force unwonted paflage fynd, 
The cloudes before him fledd for terror great, 
And all the hevens ftood ftill amazed with his threat. 
IT. 
His huge long tayle, wownd up in hundred foldes, 
Does overfpred his long braf-fcaly back, 
Whofe wreathed boughtes} when ever he unfoldes, 
And thick entangled knots adown does flack, 
Befpotted as with fhieldes* of red and blacke, 
It {weepeth all the land behind him farre, 
And of three furlongs does but litle lacke ; 
And at the point two ftinges in fixed arre, 
Both deadly fharp, that fharpeft fteele exceeden farre. 
12. 
But ftinges and fharpeft fteele did far exceed 
The fharpneffe of his cruel rending clawes : 
Dead was it fure, as fure as death in deed, 
What ever thing does touch his ravenous pawes, 
Or what within his reach he ever drawes. 
But his moft hideous head my tongue to tell 
Does tremble; for his deepe devouring jawes 
Wyde gaped, like the griefly mouth of hell, 
Through which into his darke abyffe all ravin fell. 
Te 
And, that more wondrous was, in either jaw 


' with flying canvas lynd.| “ Lynd” is kynd in the 4to. 1590 only. C. 
I Whofe wreathed boughtes.| Twiffs, or folds. See the fame word, 
applied to the Dragon, F. Q, i. i. 15, and to a ferpent, in Spenfer’s 
“ Virgil’s Gnat,” St. 32. A paffage in Milton’s “ Allegro ” illuftrates 
the ufe of the word in this old fenfe :— 
x many a winding BOUT 
“* Of linked {weetnefs long drawn out.” 'Tovp. 
* Befpotted as with fhieldes.| Corrected in the errata; though I, 
for my part, diflike not ** Befpotted a// with fhieldes ;” for /bie/ds mean 
fcales. Upton. 
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Three ranckes of yron teeth enraunged were, 
In which yett trickling blood, and gobbets raw, 
Of late devoured bodies did appeare, 
That fight thereof bredd cold congealed feare ; 
Which to increafe, and all atonce to kill, 
A cloud of fmoothering fmoke, and fulphure feare, 
Out of his ftinking gorge forth fteemed ftill, 
That all the ayre about with fmoke and ftench did fill. 


TAR 
His blazing eyes, like two bright fhining fhieldes, 
Did burne with wrath, and fparkled living fyre: 
As two broad Beacons, fett in open fieldes, 
Send forth their flames far of to every fhyre,' 
And warning give that enemies conf{pyre 
With fire and fword the region to invade: 
So flam’d his eyne with rage and rancorous yre ; 
But far within, as in a hollow glade, 
Thofe glaring lampes were fett that made a dreadfull 
fhade. 


ie: 
So dreadfully he towardes him did pas, 
Forelifting up a loft his fpeckled breft, 
And often bounding on the brufed gras, 
As for great joyance of his newcome guett. 
Eftfoones he gan advance his haughty creft, 
As chauffed Bore his briftles doth upreare ; 
And fhoke his fcales to battaile ready dreft, 
That made the Redcroffe knight nigh quake for feare, 
As bidding bold defyaunce to his foeman neare. 
16. 
The knight gan fayrely couch his fteady fpeare, 
And fierfely ran at him with rigorous might : 


for of to every fhyre.] It was moft ufual in the time of Spenfer to 
{pell off ** of ;” but the practice had fomewhat changed when the folio 
1611 was printed. Another inftance occurs on p. 55. C. 
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The pointed fteele, arriving rudely theare, 
His harder hyde would nether perce nor bight, 
But, glauncing by, foorth pafled forward right. 
Yet fore amoved with fo puiffaunt puth, 
The wrathfull beaft about him turned light, 
And him fo rudely, paffing by, did bruth 
With his long tayle, that horfe and man to eround did rufh. 
1g 
Both horfe and man up lightly rofe againe, 
And frefh encounter towardes him addrett ; 
But th’ ydle ftroke yet backe recoyld in vaine, 
And found no place his deadly point to reft. 
Exceeding rage enflam’d the furious Beatt, 
To be avenged of fo great defpight ; 
For never felt his imperceable breft 
So wondrous force from hand of living wight ; 
Yet had he prov’d the powre of many a puiffant knight. 
ioe 
Then, with his waving wings difplayed wyde, 
Himfelfe up high he lifted from the ground, 
And with ftrong flight did forcibly divyde 
The yielding ayre, which nigh too feeble found 
Her flitting parts, and element unfound, 
To beare fo great a weight: he, cutting way 
With his broad fayles, about him foared round ; 
At laft, low ftouping with unweldy fway, 


Snatcht up both horfe and man, to beare them quite away. 


Ig. 
Long he them bore above the fubject plaine, 
So far as Ewghen bow a fhaft may fend, 
Tull ftruggling ftrong did him at laft conftraine 
To let them downe before his flightes end: 
As hagard hauke,™ prefuming to contend 


™ As hagard hauke.| A wild hawk. Cuurcn. 
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With hardy fowle above his hable might, 


His wearie pounces all in vaine doth fpend 
To truffle the pray too heavy for his flight ; 
Which, comming down to ground, does free it felfe by 
fight. | 
20. 
He fo difleized" of his gryping groffe, 
The knight his thrillant fpeare again affayd 
In his braf-plated body to emboffe,° 
And three mens {trength unto the ftroake he layd; 
Wherewith the ftiffe beame quaked as affrayd, 
And glauncing from his fealy necke did glyde 
Clofe under his left wing, then broad difplayd : 

The percing {teele there wrought a wound full wyde, 
That with the uncouth fmart the Monfter lowdly cryde. 
oe i 

He cryde, as raging feas are wont to rore 
When wintry ftorme his wrathful wreck does threat ;? 
The rolling billowes beate the ragged fhore, 
As they the earth would fhoulder from her feat ; 
And greedy gulfe does gape, as he would eat 


His neighbour element in his revenge : 


” He fo diffeized.| Difpoffeffed. A law term. ‘Topp. 

° In bis braf-plated body to emboffe.| It may be doubted whether 
“* embofle”’ be derived from emboifié, which Cotgrave gives, and Todd 
follows: it more probably comes from the Fr. emboucher. The knight 
wifhed to thruft his {pear into the dragon’s body, as into a mouth. A 
hunted beaft, when it foams at the mouth, is {aid to be embofpt, or 
embofi, from the fame Fr. word, embouchers and it feems to have 
nothing to do with the Je/es of foam, which Richardfon tells us a tired 
animal throws out of its mouth. The old “ boffe at Billingfgate ” was 
a fort of fountain, a mouth out of which water conftantly flowed, and 
it was called < boffe,’’ as a corruption of douche. Refpeéting this boffe, 
fee Stow’s ** Survey of London,” 1599, 4to. Pp. FOR Ce 

P his wrathful wreck does threat.| This is one of the few old in- 
{tances in which ** wreck ”’ was not {pelt zvrack. Some modern editors 
have endeavoured to reftore this obfolete orthography, and print wrack 
in all cafes; but in this impreffion we adhere precifely to the forms of 


words adopted by Spenfer. C. 
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Then gin the bluftring brethren boldly threat 
To move the world from off his ftedfaft henge, 
And boyftrous battaile make, each other to avenge. 
22. 
The fteely head ftuck faft ftill in his flefh, 
Tull with his cruell clawes he fnatcht the wood, 
And quite a funder broke. Forth flowed freth 
A gufhing river of blacke gory blood, 
That drowned all the land whereon he ftood ; 
The f{treame thereof would drive a water-mill : 
Trebly augmented was his furious mood 
With bitter fence of his deepe rooted ill, 
That flames of fire he threw forth from his large nofethril. 
23. 
His hideous tayle then hurled he about, 
And therewith all enwrapt the nimble thyes 
Of his froth-fomy fteed, whofe courage ftout 
Striving to loofe the knott that faft him tyes, 
Himfelfe in ftreighter bandes too rafh implyes,$ 
That to the ground he is perforce conftraynd 
To throw his ryder; who can quickly ryfe 
From of the earth, with durty blood diftaynd, 
For that reprochfull fall right fowly he difdaynd ; 
24. 
And fercely tooke his trenchand blade’ in hand, 
With which he ftroke fo furious and fo fell, 


« Himfelfe in fireighter bandes too rafb implyes.| Our poet has plainly 
Virgil in view, in his famous defcription of the ferpents and Laocoon : 
“¢ Tle fimul manibus tendit divellere nodos.”— 

“‘ Corpora natorum ferpens amplexus uterque 

*¢ [mplicat.”— 
You have the very word implyes, ‘«Sefe implicat,” Limfelf implies s Ital. 
implicare, to entangle. Uprron. We have already had ‘implyes” in 
the fenfeoPenfolds,. vol, in p..267. ~C. 

t And fercely tooke bis trenchand blade.| See before, F. Q_i. i. 17. 

So, in “‘ Huon de Bordeaux,” edit. Rouen. f. d. fol. 268, a. “ L’ e/pée 
trenchante.” ‘Topo. 
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That nothing feemd the puiffaunce could withftand : 

Upon his creft the hardned yron fell, 

But his more hardned creft was armd fo well, 

That deeper dint therein it would not make ; 

Yet fo extremely did the buffe him quell, 

That from thenceforth he fhund the like to take, 
But when he faw them come he did them ftill forfake. 

2% 

The knight was wroth to fee his ftroke beguyld, 

And {mot againe with more outrageous might ; 

But backe againe the {parcling fteele recoyld, 

And left not any marke where it did light, 

As if in Adamant rocke it had beene pight. 

The beaft, impatient of his {marting wound 

And of fo fierce and forcible defpight, ; 

Thought with his winges to ftye® above the ground ; 
But his late wounded wing unferviceable found. 

26. 

Then full of griefe and anguifh vehement, 

He lowdly brayd, that like was never heard ; 

And from his wide devouring oven fent 

A flake of fire, that flafhing in his beard 

Him all amazd, and almoft made afeard: 

The {corching flame fore fwinged all his face,' 

And through his armour all his body feard, 


* Thought with his winges to frye.| See note, vol. i. p. 161, re- 
fpecting the ufe of this word “ ftye,” which not unfrequently occurs in 
Spenfer and other poets of his day. We have it again in F. Q., B. iii. 
C. ii. St. 365 and B. iv. C. ix. St. 33, as well as in our poet’s ** Vifions 
of Bellay” and “ Muiopotmos.” Spenfer’s friend, Gabriel Harvey, 
employs it in profe in his ‘ Pierce’s Supererrogation,” 4to. 1593,— 
‘‘ Hawtie minds may frie aloft, and haften their owne overthrow,” 
&c. It is nowhere a mifprint for fy. C. 

' fore fwinged all his face.| For finged, or findged. Spenfer’s own 
editions read /winged: the folios, and Hughes, fuged. CHurcn. We 
may reafonably doubt if it be not a mifprint in the 4tos. 1590 and 
1596 for finged, but we need not vary from thofe old copies. C. 
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That he could not endure fo cruell cace, 
But thought his armes to leave, and helmet to unlace. 
27. 

Not that great Champion of the antique world, 
Whom famous Poetes verfe fo much doth vaunt, 
And hath for twelve huge labours high extold, 

So many furies and fharpe fits did haunt, 
When him the poyfoned garment did enchaunt, 
With Centaures blood and bloody verfes charmd ; 
As did this knight twelve thoufand dolours daunt, 
Whom fyrie fteele now burnt, that erft him armd ; 
That erft him goodly armd, now moft of all him harmd. 
28. 
Faynt, wearie, fore, emboyled, grieved, brent, 
With heat, toyle, wounds, armes, fmart, and inward fire, 
That never man fuch mifchiefes did torment : 
Death better were ; death did he oft defire, 
But death will never come when needes require. 
Whom fo difmayd when that his foe beheld, 
He caft to fuffer him no more refpire, 
But gan his fturdy fterne about to weld, 
And him fo ftrongly ftroke, that to the ground him feld. 
20) 
It fortuned, (as fayre it then befell) 
Behynd his backe, unweeting, where he ftood, 
Of auncient time there was a fpringing well, 
From which faft trickled forth a filver flood, 
Full of great vertues, and for med’cine good: 
Whylome, before that curfed Dragon got 
That happy land, and all with innocent blood 
Defyld thofe facred waves, it rightly hot" 
The well of life; ne yet his vertues had forgot : 
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" Defyld thofe facred waves, it rightly hot.| Was named, called. So 
Gower, fol. xii. ‘© There was a duke, and he was hotte Mundus.” So 
below, dehott, St. 38. Upron. We have already had “ hote”’ in the 
fenfe of xamed, or called, in * ShepiCal.?ulyy yolais p. 0G. °C, 
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30. 
For unto life the dead it could reftore, 
And guilt of finfull crimes cleane wath away ; 
Thofe that with fickneffe were infected fore 
It could recure ; and aged long decay 
Renew, as it were borne that very day.* 
Both Silo this, and Jordan, did excell, 
And th’ Englith Bath, and eke the German Spau ; 
Ne can Cephife, nor Hebrus, match this well : 
Into the fame the knight back overthrowen fell. 
21% 
Now gan the golden Pheebus for to {teepe 
His fierie face in billowes of the weft, 
And his faint fteedes watred in Ocean deepe, 
Whiles from their journall labours they did reft ; 
When that infernall Monfter, having keft 
His wearie foe into that living well; 
Can high advaunce his broad difcoloured brett 
Above his wonted pitch, with countenance fell, 
And clapt his yron wings as victor he did dwell. 
32. 
Which when his penfive Lady’ faw from farre, 
Great woe and forrow did her foule affay, 
AAs weening that the fad end of the warre ; 
And gan to higheft God entirely pray 
That feared chaunce from her to turne away : 
With folded hands, and knees full lowly bent, 
All night fhee watcht ; ne once adowne would lay 
Her dainty limbs in her fad dreriment, 
But praying ftill did wake, and waking did lament. 


x 


as it were borne that very day.] i. e. as if « aged long decay ”’ had 
been born that very day. So all the old copies; but modern editors, 
without authority, as well as without notice, have fubftituted ove for 
“eit.” Even Mr. Child, in his impreflion, Bofton, 1855, has ove. C. 

¥ Which when his penfive Lady.] So all the editions: but, as the 
Dragon is laft fpoken of, I would fuppofe that Spenfer gave, ** Which 
when the penfive Lady,” &c. Cuurcn. 
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The morrow next gan earely to appeare, 
That Titan rofe to runne his daily race ; 
But earely, ere the morrow next gan reare 
Out of the fea faire Titans deawy face, 
Up rofe the gentle virgin from her place, 
And looked all about, if fhe might {py 
Her loved knight to move his manly pace: 
For fhe had great doubt of his fafety,” 

Since late fhe faw him fall before his enimy. 

34. 

At laft fhe faw where he upftarted brave 
Out of the well, wherein he drenched lay : 
As Eagle, frefh out of the ocean wave, 
Where he hath lefte his plumes all hory gray, 
And deckt himfelfe with fethers youthly gay, 
Like Eyas hauke* up mounts unto the {fkies, 
His newly-budded pineons to affay, 
And marveiles at himfelfe {til as he flies : 

So new this new-borne knight to battell new did rife. 


coy 
Whom when the damned feend fo frefh did fpy, 
No wonder if he wondred at the, fight, 
And doubted whether his late enimy 
It were, or other new fupplied knight. 
He now, to prove his late-renewed might, 


2 For fhe had great doubt of his fafety.| ‘* Safety”? was not unfre- 
quently ufed as a trifyllable by our older poets, and the meafure of the 
verfe, here and elfewhere, fufficiently indicates the fa&t. C. 

@ Like Eyas hauke.| i. e. like a young or newly-fledged hawk; not 
an unfledged hawk, as Church interprets it: the very quotation he makes 
from our poet’s © Hymn of Heavenly Love,” 

‘* re flitting Time could wag his eyas wings ;” 
fhows that ‘* eyas” was not ufed for uzfledged, but for newly-fledged. 
‘True it is, that the word is derived from the A. S. ey, an eges; but 
neither here, nor in Shakefpeare, does it mean more than young: fee 


Hamlet? (Aa diroes2, anauteM pWaof: Windilorg Asi Se.:7. .C; 
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High brandifhing his bright deaw-burning blade, 
Upon his crefted fcalp fo fore did {mite, 
That to the fcull a yawning wound it made: 
The deadly dint his dulled fences all difmaid. 
Seat 
I wote not whether the revenging fteele 
Were hardned with that holy water dew 
Wherein he fell, or fharper edge did feele, 
Or his baptized hands now greater grew, 
Or other fecret vertue did enfew ; 
Els never could the force of flefhly arme, 
Ne molten mettall, in his blood embrew ; 
For till that ftownd could never wight him harme 
By fubtilty, nor flight, nor might, nor mighty charme. 
She 
The cruell wound enraged him fore, 
That loud he yelled” for exceeding paine ; 
As hundred ramping Lions feemd to rore, 
Whom ravenous hunger did thereto conftraine. 
Then gan he toffe aloft his ftretched traine, 
And therewith fcourge the buxome aire® fo fore, 
That to his force to yielden it was faine ; 
Ne ought his fturdy ftrokes might ftand afore, 
That high trees overthrew, and rocks in peeces tore. 
2B 
The fame advauncing high above his head, 
With fharpe intended fting fo rude him fmott, 
That to the earth him drove, as ftricken dead ; 


> That loud he yelled.| Yelded in the edit. 1590, but obviouily a 
mere mifprint ; the old compofitor having taken up d inftead of 7, When 
Todd quoted yed/eden from Chaucer, (‘¢ Cant. T.” edit. Tyrw. 1. 15395,) 
he feems to have forgotten that it was merely the plural of « yelled :” 
he ‘ yelled” makes they yel/edens and Spenfer’s original text is, in fae, 
thus confirmed. C. 

© And therewith feourge the buxome aire.| The buxom air, that is, 
the yée/ding air, is a common phrafe in our old poetry. Topp. 


Cor. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 63 


Ne living wight would have him life behott : 

The mortall fting his angry needle fhott 

Quite through his fhield, and in his fhoulder feafd, 
Where faft it ftucke, ne would thereout be gott: 

The griefe thereof him wondrous fore difeafd, 

Ne might his rancling paine with patience be appeafd. 


But yet, more mindfull of his honour deare 
Then of the grievous {mart which him did wring, 
From loathed foile he can him lightly reare, 

And ftrove to loofe the far infixed fting :° 
Which when in vaine he tryde with ftruggeling, 
Inflam’d with wrath, his raging blade he hefte, 
And ftrooke fo ftrongly, that the knotty ftring 
Of his huge taile he quite a fonder clefte ; 
Five joints thereof he hewd, and but the ftump him lefte. 
40. 

Hart cannot thinke what outrage and what cries, 
With fowle enfouldred fmoake and flafhing fire, 
The hell-bred beaft threw forth unto the {kies, 
That all was covered with darkneffe dire: 

Then, fraught with rancour and engorged yre, 
He caft at once him to avenge for all ; 

And, gathering up himfelfe out of the mire 
With his uneven wings, did fiercely fall 

Upon his funne-bright fhield, and grypt it faft withall. 

ats 

Much was the man encombred with his hold, 

In feare to lofe his weapon in his paw, 
Ne wift yett how his talaunts to unfold ; 
Nor harder was* from Cerberus greedy jaw 


d the far infixed fting.| In the fecond edition fring is brought up 
from the 7th line, and img is carried down in the room of it. CHuRcH. 
© Nor harder was.) The 4tos. read “‘ For harder was;”’ and the 
folios ** Nor harder was:”’ an eafy mifprint, For inftead of ** Nor.” C. 
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To plucke a bone, then from his cruell claw 
To reave by ftrength the griped gage away : 
Thrife he affayd it from his foote to draw, 
And thrife in vaine to draw it did affay ; 

It booted nought to thinke to robbe him of his pray. 

42. 

Tho, when he faw no power might prevaile, 
His trufty fword he cald to his laft aid, 
Wherewith he fierfly did his foe affaile, 
And double blowes about him ftoutly laid, 
That glauncing fire out of the yron plaid, 
As fparkles from the Andvile ufe to fly, 
When heavy hammers on the wedg are fwaid : 
Therewith at laft he forft him to unty 

One of his grafping feete, him to defend thereby. 


43. 

The other foote, faft fixed on his fhield, 
Whenas no ftrength nor ftroks mote him conftraine 
To loofe, ne yet the warlike pledg to yield, 
He {mott thereat with all his might and maine, 
That nought fo wondrous puiffaunce might fuftaine : 
Upon the joint the lucky fteele did light, 
And made fuch way that hewd it quite in twaine; 
The paw yett miffed not his minifht might,* 

But hong ftill on the fhield, as it at firft was pight. 


44. 
For griefe thereof and divelith defpight, 
From his infernall fournace forth he threw 
Huge flames that dimmed all the hevens light, 
Enrold in dufkith fmoke and brimftone blew : 
As burning Aetna from his boyling ftew 
Doth belch out flames, and rockes in peeces broke, 


' The paw yett miffed not his minifot might.| His diminifbed might. 
Minifbed is wled in our tranflation of the Bible. ‘Topp. 
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And ragged ribs of mountaines molten new, 
Enwrapt in coleblacke clowds and filthy fmoke, 
That al the land with ftench and heven with horror choke. 


45. 
The heate whereof, and harmefull peftilence, 
So fore him noyd, that forft him to retire 
A little backeward for his beft defence, 
To fave his body from the fcorching fire, 
Which he from hellifh entrailes did expire. 
It chaunft, (eternall God that chaunce did guide) 
As he recoiled backeward, in the mire 
His nigh foreweried feeble feet did flide, 
And downe he fell, with dread of fhame fore terrifide. 
46. 
There grew a goodly tree him faire befide, 
Loaden with fruit and apples rofy redd, 
As they in pure vermilion had been dide, 
Whereof great vertues over all were redd ; 
For happy life to all which thereon fedd, 
And life eke everlafting did befall : 
Great God it planted in that bleffed ftedd 
With his Almighty hand, and did it call 
The tree of life, the crime of our firft fathers fall. 


47. 
In all the world like was not to be fownd, 
Save in that foile, where all good things did grow, 
And freely {prong out of the fruitfull grownd, 
As incorrupted Nature did them fow, 
Till that dredd Dragon all did overthrow. 
Another like faire tree eke grew thereby, 
Whereof whofo did eat, eftfoones did know 
Both good and ill. O mournfull memory ! 
That tree through one mans fault hath doen us all to dy. 
48. 
From that firft tree forth flowd, as from a well, 
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A trickling ftreame of Balme, moft foveraine 
And dainty deare, which on the ground ftill fell, 
And overflowed all the fertile plaine, 
As it had deawed bene with timely raine : 
Life and long health that gracious ointment gave, 
And deadly wounds could heale; and reare againe 
The fenceleffe corfe appointed for the grave : 

Into that fame he fell, which did from death him fave. 


49- 
For nigh thereto the ever damned Beaft 
Durft not approch, for he was deadly made, 
And al that life preferved did detett ; 
Yet he it oft adventur’d to invade. 
By this the drouping day-light gan to fade, 
And yield his rowme to fad fucceeding night, 
Who with her fable mantle gan to fhade 
The face of earth and wayes of living wight, 
And high her burning torch fet up in heaven bright. 
50. 
When gentle Una faw the fecond fall 
Of her deare knight, who, weary of long fight 
And faint through loffe of blood, moov’d not at all, 
But lay, as in a dreame of deepe delight, 
Befmeard with pretious Balme, whofe vertuous might 
Did heale his woundes, and fcorching heat alay ; 
Againe fhe ftricken was with fore affright, 
And for his fafetie gan devoutly pray, 
And watch the noyous night, and wait for joyous day. 
§t. 
The joyous day gan early to appeare ; 
And fayre Aurora from the deawy bed 
Of aged Tithone gan herfelfe to reare 
With rofy cheekes, for fhame as blufhing red: 
Her golden locks for haft were loofely fhed 


About her eares, when Una her did marke 
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Clymbe to her charet, all with flowers fpred, 
From heven high to chace the cheareleffe darke ; 
With mery note her lowd falutes the mounting larke. 
£2, 
Then frefhly up arofe the doughty knight, 
All healed of his hurts and woundes wide, 
And did himfelfe to battaile ready dight ; 
Whofe early foe awaiting him befide 
To have devourd, fo foone as day he {pyde, 
When now he faw himfelfe fo frefhly reare, 
As if late fight had nought him damnifyde, 
He woxe difmaid, and gan his fate to feare: 
Nathlefle with wonted rage he him advaunced neare. 
OSE 
And in his firft encounter, gaping wyde, 
He thought attonce him to have fwallowd quight, 
And rufht upon him with outragious pryde ; 
Who him rencountring® fierce, as hauke in flight, 
Perforce rebutted back. The weapon bright, 
Taking advantage of his open jaw, 
Ran through his mouth with fo importune might, 
That deepe emperft his darkfom hollow maw, 
And, back retyrd, his life blood forth with all did draw. 
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54. 
So downe he fell, and forth his life did breath, 
That vanifht into fmoke and cloudes {wift ; 
So downe he fell, that th’ earth him underneath 
Did grone, as feeble fo great load to lift ; 
So downe he fell, as an huge rocky clift," 


& Who him rencountring.| "Todd printed it rexcounting, which does 
not at all convey the poet’s meaning: in order, perhaps, to make it 
quite clear, the folio 1611 thus reprefents the word,—“‘ r’encountring,”’ 
i. e. of courfe re-encountering : we have “encounter” above. C. 

bh So downe he fell, as an huge rocky clift, &c.| This fimile originally 
belongs to Homer; but almoft all the poets have imitated it, with ad- 
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Whofe falfe foundacion waves have wafht away, 

With dreadfull poyfe is from the mayneland rift, 

And rolling downe great Neptune doth difmay : 
So downe he fell, and like an heaped mountaine lay. 


sy aan 

The knight him felfe even trembled at his fall, 

So huge and horrible a mafile it feemd ; 

And his deare Lady, that beheld it all, 

Durft not approch for dread which fhe mifdeemd ; 

But yet at laft, whenas the direfull feend 

She faw not ftirre, of-fhaking vaine affright 

She nigher drew, and faw that joyous end: 

Then God fhe prayfd, and thankt her faithfull knight, 
That had atchievde fo great a conqueft by his might. 


ditions, or alterations, as their fubjeét required. Our poet fays, “* With 
dreadfull poy/e,” that is, force or weight. Norte of the editions read 
pufe, as Homer, Virgil, and Milton, in their fimilitude, exprefs it. See 
Homer, Il. y'. 137, Virg. Ain. xu. 635, Milton cele lee veo s 

Upton. 


SAN ATOKA 


Fayre Una to the Redcroffe Knight 
Betrouthed is with joy: 

Though falfe Dueffa, it to barre, 
Fler falfe fleightes doe imploy. 


I 


X22 EHOLD! I fee the haven nigh at hand, 


To which I meane my wearie courfe to 


oy) bend ; 
ACs) ys, Vere the maine fhete, and beare up with 
NSS Ce the land, 


The which afore is fayrly to be kend, 
And feemeth fafe from ftorms that may offend : 
There this fayre virgin wearie of her way 
Mutt landed bee, now at her journeyes end ; 
There eke my feeble barke a while may ftay, 
Till mery wynd and weather call her thence away. 
2. 
Scarfely had Phcebus in the glooming Eatt 
Yett harneffed his fyrie-footed teeme, 
Ne reard above the earth his flaming creatt, 
When the laft deadly fmoke aloft did fteeme, 
That figne of laft outbreathed life did feeme 
Unto the watchman on the caftle-wall ; 
Who thereby dead that balefull Beaft did deeme, 
And to his Lord and Lady lowd gan call, 
To tell how he had feene the Dragons fatall fall. 
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Uprofe with hafty joy, eeu {peed, 
That aged Syre, the Lord of all that land, 
And looked forth, to weet if trew indeed 
Thofe tydinges were, as he did underftand : 
Which whenas trew by tryall he out fond, 
He badd to open wyde his brafen gate, 

Which long time had beene fhut, and out of hond 
Proclaymed joy and peace through all his ftate ; 
For dead now was their foe, which them forrayed late. 

4. | 

Then gan triumphant Trompets fownd on hye, 
That fent to heven the ecchoed report 
Of their new joy, and happie victory 
Gainft him, that had them long oppreft with tort,” 
And faft imprifoned in fieged fort. 
Then all the people, as in folemne featt, 
To him affembled with one full confort, 
Rejoycing at the fall of that great beatft, 

From whofe eternall bondage now they were releatt. 


a 


Forth came that auncient Lord, and aged Queene, 
Arayd in antique robes downe to the grownd, 
And fad habiliments right well befeene: 

A noble crew about them waited rownd 

Of fage and fober peres, all gravely gownd ; 
Whom far before did march a goodly band 
Of tall young men, all hable armes to fownd ; 


« which them forrayed late.| Richardfon treats ‘ forray ” and 
“« forage”? as one word, and they are probably akin. ‘To “ forray” 
means to ravage, pillage, or plunder; but when the excellent lexicogra- 
pher fpells it forrazd, inftead of * forrayed,” making it two fyllables 
inftead of three, he does injuftice to Spenfer’s verfe. C. 

> Gainft him, that had them long oppreft with tort.| Injury. Fr. 


CuHurcH. It is now a word confined to law-proceedings. C. 
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But now they laurell braunches bore in hand, 

Glad figne of victory and peace in all their land. 
6. 

Unto that doughtie Conquerour they came, 

And him before themfelves proftrating low, 

Their Lord and Patrone loud did him proclame, 

And at his feet their lawrell boughes did throw. 

Soone after them, all dauncing on a row, 

The comely virgins came, with girlands dight, 

As frefh as flowres in medow greene doe grow 

When morning deaw upon their leaves doth light ; 
And in their handes {weet Timbrels all upheld on hight. 


7 
And them before the fry of children yong 
Their wanton fportes and childifh mirth did play, 
And to the Maydens fownding tymbrels fong® 
In well attuned notes a joyous lay, 
And made delightfull mufick all the way, 
Untill they came where that faire virgin ftood : 
As fayre Diana in frefh fommers day 
Beholdes her nymphes enraung’d in fhady wood, 
Some wreftle, fome do run, fome bathe in chriftall flood. 
8. 
So fhe beheld thofe maydens meriment 
With chearefull vew ; who, when to her they came, 
Themfelves to ground with gracious humblefle bent, 
And her ador’d by honorable name, 
Lifting to heven her everlafting fame: 
Then on her head they fett a girlond greene, 


And crowned her twixt earneft and twixt game: 


© fownding tymbrels fong.| Upton juftly complains that editions after 
that of 1590 read /ung for “* fong ;” but the reafon, however infufficient, 
was that they printed “‘ yong” in the correfponding line young, a cir- 
cumftance to which Upton did not advert. ‘The whole proceflion is 


admirably, and vifibly depiéted. C. 
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Who, in her felf-refemblance well befeene, 
Did feeme, fuch as fhe was, a goodly maiden Queene. 


9. 

And after all the rafkall many ran,° 
Heaped together in rude rablement, 
To fee the face of that victorious man, 
Whom all admired as from heaven fent, 
And gaz’d upon with gaping wonderment ; 
But when they came where that dead Dragon lay, 
Stretcht on the ground in monftrous large extent, 
The fight with ydle feare did them difmay, 

Ne durft approch him nigh to touch, or once aflay. 

10. 

Some feard, and fledd ; fome feard, and well it faynd ;° 
One, that would wifer feeme then all the reft, 
Warnd him not touch, for yet perhaps remaynd 
Some lingring life within his hollow breft, 

Or in his wombe might lurke fome hidden neft 
Of many Dragonettes, his fruitfull feede : 
Another faide, that in his eyes did reft 
Yet fparckling fyre, and badd thereof take heed ; 
Another faid, he faw him move his eyes indeed. 
Id. 

One mother, whenas her foolehardy chyld 
Did come to neare, and with his talants play, 
Halfe dead through feare, her litle babe revyld, 
And to her goffibs‘ gan in counfell fay ; 


4 the rafeall many ran.] “ Rafcal”? was mott frequently applicd by 
our anceftors to worthlefs deer ; but it was alfo ufed for worthlefs people. 
The etymology has not hitherto been quite fatisfactorily explained, but 
the Fr. racaille has been mott frequently accepted; and Richardfon, 
with fome plaufibility, conneéts it with recklefs, rath, heedlefs. Chaucer 
has ra/caille, which he ufes for rafcality: “* Troil. and Crefid.” C., 

* Jome feard, and well it faynd.] The meaning feems to be, that 
while fome feared and ran away, others feared and feigned that they 


did not fear. C. 
' And to her goffibs.] The moft ancient form of goffip is ** godfib ;” 
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‘< How can I tell, but that his talents may 
Yet fcratch my fonne, or rend his tender hand ?” 
So diverfly them felves in vaine they fray ; 
Whiles fome more bold to meafure him nigh ftand, 
To prove how many acres he did fpred of land. 
127 
Thus flocked all the folke him rownd about ; 
The whiles that hoarie king, with all his traine, 
Being arrived where that champion ftout 
After his foes defeafaunce did remaine, 
Him goodly greetes, and fayre does entertayne 
With princely gifts of yvory and gold, 
And thoufand thankes him yeeldes for all his paine. 
Then when his daughter deare he does behold, 
Her dearely doth imbrace, and kiffeth manifold. 
Ig: 
And after to his Pallace he them bringes, 
With fhaumes, and trompets, and with Clarions fweet ; 
And all the way the joyous people finges, 
And with their garments ftrowes the paved ftreet ; 
Whence mounting up, they fynd purveyaunce meet 
Of all, that royall Princes court became ; 
And all the floore was underneath their feet 
Befpredd with coftly fcarlott of great name, 
On which they lowly fitt, and fitting purpofe frame. 
T4. 
What needes me tell their feaft and goodly guize, 
In which was nothing riotous nor vaine? 
What needes of dainty difhes to devize, 
Of comely fervices, or courtly trayne ? 


meaning a perfon akin through God: but Chaucer, like Spenfer, has it 
<* goflib,” while in the time of Sir T. More, the 4 had been fuperfeded 
by the g. Spenfer’s fpelling was varied from in the later editions: in 
the folio 1611 it ftands go/yp, and fo Richardfon quotes it; but in the 
4to. 1590 it is “ goflib,” as we have printed it. C. 
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My narrow leaves cannot in them contayne 
The large difcourfe of roiall Princes ftate. 
Yet was their manner then but bare and playne ; 
For th’ antique world exceffe and pryde did hate: 
Such proud luxurious pompe is {wollen up but late. 
16 
Then, when with meates and drinkes of every kinde 
Their fervent appetites they quenched had, 
That auncient Lord gan fit occafion finde, 
Of {traunge adventures, and of perils fad 
Which in his travell him befallen had, 
For to demaund of his renowmed guelti 
Who then with utt’rance grave, and count’nance fad, 
From poynt to poynt, as is before expreft, 
Difcourft his voyage long, according his requett. 
16. 
Great pleafure, mixt with pittiful regard, 
That godly King and Queene did paflionate,® 
Whyles they his pittifull adventures heard ; 
That oft they did lament his luckleffe ftate, 
And often blame the too importune fate 
That heapd on him fo many wrathfull wreakes ;° 
For never gentle knight, as he of late, 
So toffed was in fortunes cruell freakes: 
And all the while falt teares bedeawd the hearers cheaks. 
17s 
Then fayd that royall Pere in fober wife; 


® and Queene did paffionate.| As Upton obferves, Shakefpeare, like 
Spenfer, ufes ‘ paffionate” as a verb: fee “ Tit. Andr.” A. iii. Sc. 2. 
He alfo has the participle pafffoning in “Two Gent. of Ver? A. iv. 
Sc. 4. It means to exprefs with paflion. C. 

b fo many wrathfull wreakes.] i.e. fo many wrathful revenges. 
** Wreak” feems to have the fame etymology as wrecks but the words 
have been differently applied, and ought to be kept diftinét. Perhaps, 
too, rack, in the fenfe of torture, may have the fame origin, viz. A. S. 
wrecan. C. 
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‘‘ Deare Sonne, great beene the evils which ye bore 
From firft to laft in your late enterprife, 
That I n’ote,' whether praife or pitty more ; 
For never living man, I weene, fo fore 
In fea of deadly daungers was diftrett : 
But fince now fafe ye feifed have the fhore, 
And well arrived are, (high God be bleft !) 
Let us devize of eafe and everlafting reft.” 
Hon 
“‘ Ah deareft Lord!” faid then that doughty knight, 
“* Of eafe or reft I may not yet devize; 
For by the faith which I to armes have plight, 
I bownden am ftreight after this emprize, 
As that your daughter can ye well advize, 
Backe to retourne to that great Faery Queene, 
And her to ferve fixe yeares in warlike wize, 
Gainft that proud Paynim king that works her teene :* 
Therefore I ought crave pardon, till I there have beene.” 
| ig. 
“Unhappy falls that hard neceffity,” 
(Quoth he) “the troubler of my happy peace, 
And vowed foe of my felicity ; 
Ne I againft the fame can juftly preace :’ 
But fince that band ye cannot now releafe, 
Nor doen undo, (for vowes may not be vayne) 
Soone as the terme of thofe fix yeares fhall ceafe, 


i That I wote.| ‘That I know mot, that I ne wot, or wote. It is 
printed “note” in the 4to. 15903; but fubfequently zo’te, by putting 
the apoftrophe in the wrong place, as indeed was done by Todd, and 
others: the fit mode of giving it is as we have printed it. C. 

K that works her teene.| A very common word for /forrow, or vex- 
ation, in authors of the time of Spenfer, and earlier; fee pp. 91, 93: 
it occurs alfo in Shakefpeare not unfrequently, and is from the A. S. teon. 
It is not often met with later than the Reftoration. C. 

' can juftly preace.| An old form of prefs s generally fpelt prea/e, 
both as a verb and noun, C. 
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Ye then fhall hether backe retourne agayne, 
The marriage to accomplifh vowd betwixt you twayn. 
20, 
«Which, for my part, I covet to performe 
In fort as through the world I did proclame, 
That whofo kild that monfter moft deforme, 
And him in hardy battayle overcame, 
Should have mine onely daughter to his Dame, 
And of my kingdome heyre apparaunt bee: 
Therefore, fince now to thee perteynes the fame 
By dew defert of noble chevalree, 
Both daughter and eke kingdome lo! I yield to thee.” 
21. 
Then forth he called that his daughter fayre, 
The faireft Un’, his onely daughter deare, 
His onely daughter and his only hayre; 
Who forth proceeding with fad fober cheare, 
As bright as doth the morning ftarre appeare 
Out of the Eaft, with flaming lockes bedight, 
To tell that dawning day is drawing neare, 
And to the world does bring long-wifhed light: 
So faire and frefh that Lady fhewd herfelfe in fight. 
22. 
So faire and frefh, as frefheft flowre in May ; 
For fhe had layd her mournefull {tole afide, 
And widow-like fad wimple throwne away, 
Wherewith her heavenly beautie fhe did hide, 
Whiles on her wearie journey fhe did ride ; 
And on her now a garment fhe did weare 
All lilly white, withoutten fpot or pride, 
That feemd like filke and filver woven neare ; 
But neither filke nor filver therein did appeare. 
5 
The blazing brightneffe of her beauties beame, 


And glorious light of her funfhyny face, 
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To tell were as to ftrive againft the ftreame: 
My ragged rimes are all too rude and bace 
Her heavenly lineaments for to enchace. 
Ne wonder ; for her own deare loved knight, 
All were fhe daily with himfelfe in place, 
Did wonder much at her celeftial fight : 

Oft had he feene her faire, but never fo faire dight. 

24. 

So fairely dight when fhe in prefence came, 
She to her Syre made humble reverence, 
And bowed low, that her right well became, 
And added grace unto her excellence : 
Who with great wifedome and grave eloquence 
Thus gan to fay—bBut, eare he thus had fayd, 
With flying fpeede, and feeming great pretence,™ 
Came running in, much like a man difmayd, 

A Meflenger with letters, which his meflage fayd. 

Bick 

All in the open hall amazed ftood 
At fuddeinnefle of that unwary fight,” 
And wondred at his breathleffe hafty mood: 
But he for nought would ftay his paflage right, 
Till faft before the king he did alight ; 
Where falling flat great humbleffe he did make, 
And kift the ground whereon his foot was pight ; 
Then to his handes that writt he did betake,° 


m and feeming great pretence.| ‘* Pretence” is here, and in many 
other places, to be underftood as /ztention s and writers of that day con- 
ftantly ufe ‘* pretence”? and pretenfion, as well as the verb pretend, for 
intention and intend. ‘The mefienger feemed to bring tidings of great 
and fearful importance. C. 

that unwary fight.| i. e. unlooked for fight; a fight for which the 
{pectators were not prepared. ‘This ufe of ‘* unwary ” has perhaps no 
example in our language. Richardfon does not give it, although he has 
unware and its ordinary derivatives. Todd in his Dict. tells us that 
“unwary” is obfolete. C. 

° Then to his handes that writt he did betake.| Commit. This ap- 
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Which he difclofing read thus, as the paper fpake ; 
26. 
‘To thee, moft mighty king of Eden fayre, 
‘Her greeting fends in thefe fad lines addreft 
‘The wofull daughter and forfaken heyre 
‘Of that great Emperour of all the Weft ; 
‘ And bids thee be advized for the beft, 
‘Ere thou thy daughter linck, in holy band 
‘Of wedlocke, to that new unknowen guetft : 
‘For he already plighted his right hand 
©‘ Unto another love, and to another land. 
27. 
‘To me, fad mayd, or rather widow fad, 
‘ He was affyaunced long time before, 
‘ And facred pledges he both gave, and had, 
‘ Falfe erraunt knight, infamous, and forfwore! 
‘ Witneffe the burning Altars, which he {wore, 
‘And guilty heavens of his bold perjury ; 
‘Which though he hath polluted oft of yore, 
‘Yet I to them for judgement juft doe fly, 
‘And them conjure t’ avenge this fhamefull injury. 
28. 
© Therefore, fince mine he 1s, or free or bond, 
‘Or falfe or trew, or living or elfe dead, 
‘Withhold, O foverayne Prince! your hafty hond 
‘From knitting league with him, I you aread ; 
‘Ne weene my right with ftrength adowne to tread, 
‘Through weakneffle of my widowhed or woe ; 
‘For truth is ftrong her rightfull caufe to plead, 
‘And fhall finde friends, if need requireth foe. 
‘So bids thee well to fare, Thy neither friend nor foe, 
‘ Fideffa.’ 


pears to have been a common acceptation of detake. See Barret’s Dict. 
1580. **To betake, or committe. Trado. I betake, committe, or be- 
queath, the matter to thee. Iftuc tibi dedo negotii. Ter.” . Topp. 
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a0: 
When he thefe bitter byting wordes had red, 
The tydings ftraunge did him abafhed make, 
That ftill he fate long time aftonifhed, 
As in great mufe, ne word to creature fpake. 
At laft his folemn filence thus he brake, 
With doubtfull eyes faft fixed on his gueft : 
“ Redoubted knight, that for myne only fake 
Thy life and honor late adventurett, 
Let nought be hid from me that ought to be exprett. 
Ro: 

“¢ What meane thefe bloody vowes and idle threats, 
Throwne out from womanifh impatient mynd? 
What hevens? what altars? what enraged heates, 
Here heaped up with termes of love unkynd, 

My confcience cleare with guilty bands would bynd? 
High God be witneffe that I guiltlefle ame ; 

But if yourfelfe, Sir knight, ye faulty fynd, 

Or wrapped be in loves of former Dame, 

With cryme doe not it cover, but difclofe the fame.” 

re 

To whom the Redcroffe knight this anfwere fent : 
‘¢My Lord, my king, be nought hereat difmayd, 
Till well ye wote by grave intendiment, 

What Woman, and wherefore, doth me upbrayd 

With breach of love and loialty betrayd. 

It was in my mifhaps, as hitherward 

I lately traveild, that unwares I ftrayd 

Out of my way, through perils ftraunge and hard, 
That day fhould faile me ere I had them all declard. 

BBE 

‘© There did I find, or rather I was fownd 

Of this falfe woman that Fideffa hight, 

Fideffa hight the falfeft Dame on grownd, 

Moft falfe Dueffa, royall richly dight, 
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That eafy was to inveigle weaker fight : 
Who by her wicked arts and wiely fkill, 
Too falfe and ftrong for earthly fkill or might, 
Unwares me wrought unto her wicked will, 
And to my foe betrayd when leaft I feared ill.” 
33: 

Then ftepped forth the goodly royall Mayd, 
And on the ground herfelfe proftrating low, 
With fober countenance thus to him fayd: 
“OQ! pardon me, my foveraine Lord, to fheow 
The fecret treafons, which of late I know 
To have bene wrought by that falfe forcereffe : 
Shee, onely fhe, it is, that earft did throw 
This gentle knight into fo great diftreffe, 

That death him did awaite in daily wretchedneffe. 

34: 

<¢ And now it feemes, that fhe fuborned hath 

This crafty meflenger with letters vaine,? 
To worke new woe and unprovided {fcath, 
By breaking of the band betwixt us twaine ; 
Wherein fhe ufed hath the practicke paine® 
Of this falfe footman, clokt with fimpleneffe, 

Whome if ye pleafe for to difcover plaine, 


P This crafty meffenger with letters vaine.| ‘* Vaine,” that is, zdle 
letters. So corrected from the errata of the firft edition, which reads 
faine, and which is, I fhould think, what Spenfer gave, as he ules faine 
for feign, in St. 38, and in F. Q. ii. i. 20 and 21. And perhaps he 
might here ufe it for fained, (dropping the laft letter for the fake of the 
rhyme,) that is, fa//ed letters, as in F. Q. ii. i. 1. CHurcu. The poet 
would hardly have direéted the alteration of faine to vaine, if he had 
intended the former word to exprefs his meaning here. I fubfcribe to 
the following remark of Mr. Upton: ‘Spenfer, among the errours of 
the prefs, corrected it vaine, that is, fa//es; as ufed in Scripture.” ‘Topp. 

1 the praéticke paine.| Spenfer employs “ pratticke” here, not as 
oppofed to theoric, or theoretic, which was ufual, but as if it were derived 
from praéfice, which anciently meant treachery and fraud: to fay that 
Duefla ufed ** praéticke paine” is as much as to fay that fhe reforted to 
the treacherous afliftance of the “ falfe footman.” See alfo p. 87. C. 
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Ye fhall him Archimago find, I gheffe, 
The falfeft man alive: who tries, fhall find no leffe.” 
35. 
The king was greatly moved at her {peach ; 
And, all with fuddein indignation fraight, 
Bad on that Meffenger rude hands to reach. 
Eftfoones the Gard, which on his ftate did wait, 
Attacht that faytor" falfe, and bound him ftrait ; 
Who feeming forely chauffed at his band, 
As chained beare whom cruell dogs doe bait, 
With ydle force did faine them to withftand, 
And often femblaunce made to {cape out of their hand. 
36. 
But they him layd full low in dungeon deepe, 
And bound him hand and foote with yron chains ; 
And with continual watch did warely keepe. 
Who then would thinke that by his fubtile trains 
He could efcape fowle death or deadly pains? 
Thus, when that Princes wrath was pacifide, 
He gan renew the late forbidden bains, 
And to the knight his daughter deare he tyde 
With facred rites and vowes for ever to abyde. 
o/s 
His owne two hands the holy knotts did knitt, 
That none but death for ever can divide ; 
His owne two hands, for fuch a turne moft fitt, 
The houfling fire did kindle and provide, 
And holy water thereon {princkled wide ;° 


, 
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* Attacht that faytor.] ‘‘ Faytor” isa law term: a vagabond, idle 
fellow. Fr. Faitard, Skinner. Cuurcu. 

8 And holy water thereon fprinckled wide.| He alludes to the mar- 
riages of antiquity, which were folemnized /acramento ignis et aqua: 
The oufling fire, i. e. facramental fire, or fire ufed in that facrament of 
marriage. A. S. huyel, the Sacrament; huyl-oirce, the Communion 
Cup. Goth. hunfl, oi4ima, facrificium. Chaucer ufes the word fre- 
quent, as to ben boufled, to receive the Sacrament. Shakefpeare, in 
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At which the bufhy Teade a groome did light, 
And facred lamp in fecret chamber hide,’ 
Where it fhould not be quenched day nor night, 

For feare of evil fates, but burnen ever bright. 

Ro: 

Then gan they fprinckle all the pofts with wine," 
And made great feaft to folemnize that day: 
They all perfumde with frankincenfe divine, 
And precious odours fetcht from far away, 
That all the houfe did fweat with great aray : 
And all the while fweete Muficke did apply 
Her curious fkill the warbling notes to play, 
To drive away the dull Melancholy ;* 

The whiles one fung a fong of love and jollity. 


«‘ Hamlet,” has wxhoufel’d, i. e. not having received the Sacrament. 
Thefe two elements, fire and water, were ufed in marriages ; but the 
confecrated or holy water was not /princkled on the fire, as Spenfer feems 
to fay; but the water was fprinkled on the bride: I wonder therefore 
Spenfer did not rather write, « And holy water fprinckled on the bride.” 
See « Alex. ab Alexand.” L. ii. C. 5. Compare Servius on Virg. Ain. iv. 
167, and on En. xil. 119. Allufions are frequent to this ceremony. 
See Ov. Art. Am. L. ii. 598, and Valer. Fl. L. viii. 245. Upron. 

t And facred lamp in fecret chamber bide, &c.] Spenfer ufes the 
Italian or Latin word, teda: he fays bufby, becaufe made of a bundle 
of thorns: “ Alex. ab Alexand.” L. ii.C.v. Spenfer adds, “ And facred 
lampe in fecret chamber hide ;”’ here I believe he has a myftical meaning 
of his own, for it is neither a Roman, Grecian, nor Jewifh cuftom, as 
far as I can find. But he feems to allude to the myftical meaning of the 
Wife Virgins’ lamps in the parable, which, like the typical fire in Levit. 
vi. 13, “ fhall ever be burning upon the altar of /ove; fhall never go 
out.” UPprton. 

« Then gan they fprinckle all the pofts with wine.\ ‘With wine,” 
fays Spenfer; “ with oi/,” fay others. ‘¢ Mos fuerat ut nubentes puellz, 
fimul quum veniffent ad limen mariti, poffes, antequam ingrederentur, 
ornarent laneis vittis et o/eo ungerent: et inde uxores ditte funt, quafi 
unxores.”’ Servius on Virg. Ain. iv. 458. See Voffius, Etymol. wxor. 

Upton. 

x To drive away the dull Melancholy.| ‘The fame verfe occurs, and 
upon the fame occafion, F. Q. i. v. 3. T. Warton. It is evident that 
«© Melancholy ” muft be accented on the fecond fyllable, or the meafure 
of the line is loft: the fame remark may be made upon the word 
<< melancholicke,” in F. Q. B. v. c. 6, and Spenfer had it from Gower 
and other early poets; but the cafe is different in Milton. C. 
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During the which there was an heavenly noife 
Heard fownd through all the Pallace pleafantly, 
Like as it had bene many an Angels voice 
Singing before th’ eternall majetty, 
In their trinall triplicities on hye: 
Yett wift no creature whence that hevenly {weet 
Proceeded, yet eachone felt fecretly 
Himfelfe thereby refte of his fences meet, 

And ravifhed with rare impreffion in his {prite.” 

40. 

Great joy was made that day of young and old, 
And folemne feaft proclaymd throughout the land, 
That their exceeding merth may not be told: 
Suffice it heare by fignes to underftand | 
The ufuall joyes at knitting of loves band. 
Thrife happy man the knight himfelfe did hold, 
Poffeffed of his Ladies hart and hand ; 
And ever, when his eie did her behold, 

His heart did feeme to melt in pleafures manifold.’ 

4l. | 

Her joyous prefence, and fweet company, 
In full content he there did long enjoy ; 
Ne wicked envy, ne vile gealofy, 
His deare delights were hable to annoy : 
Yet, {wimming in that fea of blisfull joy, 


Y And ravifbed with rare impreffion in his fprite.| So the firft and 
fecond editions; which Upton, Church, and Tonfon’s edit. of 1758, 
follow. Some editions read /preete or /preet. Topp. No doubt 
**fprite ” was pronounced /preets and it is ‘* fprite” in the folio 1611, 
changed to /preet only in later impreffions. C, 

# lis hear, occ.) 00 the frit edition, and the edit, 1751. Ihe 
fecond edition, and the folios read “* Her heart.”? How material an 
alteration for the worfe this is, I need not fay. Cuurcu. The miftake 
obvioutly arofe out of the old and frequent praétice of printing her Airs 
the compofitor mifread “his” Air. C. 
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He nought forgott how he whilome had fworne, 
In cafe he could that monftrous beaft deftroy, 
Unto his Faery Queene backe to retourne ; 


Dr 


The which he fhortly did, and Una left to mourne. 


42. 
Now, ftrike your failes, yee jolly Mariners, 
For we be come unto a quiet rode, 
Where we mutt land fome of our paffengers, 
And light this weary veffell of her lode: 
Here fhe a while may make her fafe abode, 
Till fhe repaired have her tackles fpent, 
And wants fupplide. And then againe abroad 
On the long voiage whereto fhe is bent: 
Well may fhe fpeede, and fairely finifh her intent! 


I. 


THE SECOND BOOK OF 


THE FAERIE QUEENE 


CONTAYNING THE LEGEND OF SIR GUYON, OR OF 


TEMPERAUNCE. 


That all this famous antique hiftory 
Of fome th’ aboundance of an ydle braine 
eA 2 SS) Will judged be, and painted forgery, 
er Rather then matter of jutt memory ; 

Sith none that breatheth living aire does know 

Where is that happy land of Faery, 

Which I fo much doe vaunt, yet no where fhow, 
But vouch antiquities, which no body can know. 

2. 

But let that man with better fence advize, 

That of the world leaft part to us is red; 

And daily how through hardy enterprize 

Many great Regions are difcovered, 

Which to late age were never mentioned. 

Who ever heard of th’ Indian Peru? 

Or who in venturous veffell meafured 

The Amazon huge river,* now found trew? 


* The Amazon huge river.] So the errata at the end of the 4to. 
1590; but it may be doubted whether Spenfer did not write “* The 


Pha vee 
sh: AL FRA RMS te 
eta sa: 


weer 


este 


Haters 
peoatin 


ss 
é 
bes 
r 

P 


ae 


r ‘ ‘] 
At rsal ear aa 
tRegubiabahinn eahraasaeer o 


— 
Rn are 


— 
his 
RESO peal 


= : ; 2 : scum te ee aed ee BFE RS ae prem “ SANS ae - 2 are eS So Be 

cea SIN — 9 a Ct snd . - > . . a 
- . " yee “ somes - a 

ae — as . - . aioe - oe agama emanaees or ~ ee { 

' a7 | 

ce | 

ei 


“ + 


+ Th 
t ti 
fi | 
ie LORE | 
wae 
i 
f Fil 
et 7 
ie i l} 
i, f i 
{ i 
eam 
iH 4] i 
aa 
ed 
[= ’ 
t 4 
Put 
a 
its 
ef 
ft 
F | 
aa 
hi, 
nul 


ii 
| 
i 
ile 
y | 
i 
i 
if 


8 4. THE URAE RIES QUEENS Ba: 


Or fruitfulleft Virginia who did ever vew? 
2. 

Yet all thefe were, when no man did them know, 
Yet have from wifeft ages hidden beene ; 
And later times thinges more unknowne fhall fhow. 
Why then fhould witleffe man fo much mifweene, 
That nothing is but that which he hath feene? 
What if within the Moones fayre fhining fpheare, 
What if in every other ftarre unfeene 
Of other worldes he happily fhould heare, 

He wonder would much more ; yet fuch to fome appeare. 

4. 

Of faery lond yet if he more inquyre, 
By certein fignes, here fett in fondrie place, 
He may it fynd; ne let him then admyre, 
But yield his fence to bee too blunt and bace, 
That no’te without an hound fine footing trace. 
And thou, O fayreft Princeffe” under fky! 
In this fayre mirrhour maift behold thy face, 
And thine owne realmes in lond of Faery, 

And in this antique ymage thy great aunceftry. 


is 
The which O! pardon me thus to enfold 
In covert vele, and wrap in fhadowes light,° 


Amazons huge river,” as indeed it ftands in the folio 1611. In the firft 
edit. the text is “* The 4marons huge river.” C. 

b And thou, O fayreft Princeffe. |] Nobody feems to have remarked 
that in the edit. 1590 *‘ thou” is mifprinted then. We note it particu- 
larly, becaufe precifely the fame error occurs in Shakefpeare’s “ Twelfth 
Night,” A. v. Sc. 1, where Olivia fays, «‘ Zen cam’it in {miling,” in- 
ftead of ** Thou cam’ft in fmiling ;” an error corrected in the MS. notes 
of the folio 1632. See Collier’s «* Shakefp,” edit. 1858, vol. il. p. 722. 
The blunder in the original impreflion of Spenfer’s ** Faerie Queene” 
was corrected afterwards. C. 

© and wrap in fbadowes light.| So the old copies; the prepofition ¢o 
being underftood before “ wrap.” Neverthelefs, ‘Todd, without notice, 
printed the participle wrapfs an error in which he has been followed by 
other modern editors. Profeflor Child, however, in his impreflion, 


Bofton, 1855, has rejected the fuppofed improvement. C. 
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That feeble eyes your glory may behold, 
Which ells could not endure thofe beames bright, 
But would bee dazled with exceeding light. 
O! pardon, and vouchfafe with patient eare 
The brave adventures of this faery knight, 
The good Sir Guyon, gratioufly to heare ; 
In whom great rule of Temp’raunce goodly doth appeare. 


Cental bid bal @ Fah © 


Guyon, by Archimage abufd, 
The Redcroffe knight awaytes ; 
Fyndes Mordant and Amavia flaine 
With pleafures poifoned baytes. 


i 
8) HAT conning Architect of cancred guyle, 
ls =) Whom Princes late difpleafure left in 
Si e bands, 
For falfed letters, and fuborned wyle, 
Soone as the Redcroffe knight he un- 
derftands 

To beene departed out of Eden landes, 

To ferve againe his foveraine Elfin Queene, 

His artes he moves, and out of caytives handes 

Himfelfe he frees by fecret meanes unfeene ; 
His fhackles emptie lefte, himfelfe efcaped cleene. 

br 

And forth he fares, full of malicious mynd, 

To worken mifchiefe, and avenging woe, 

Where ever he that godly knight may fynd, 

His onely hart fore, and his onely foe ; 


LMAO) 


* That conning Archite& of cancred guyle.| Gregory Nazianzen, it 
may be obferved, denominates, in his tragedy of ** Chriftus Patiens,” the 
old Dragon ayxvdopyrys, fraudis artifex ; whence perhaps Spenfer’s 
archite of guyle, applied to the fame deceiver, as Milton’s artificer of 
Vi add auoneps Pare. ibe we os ee ODT 
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Sith Una now he algates muft forgoe,” 
Whom his victorious handes did earft reftore 
To native crowne and kingdom late ygoe ; 
Where fhe enjoyes fure peace for evermore, 
As wetherbeaten fhip arryv’d on happie fhore. 
am 
Him therefore now the object of his fpight 
And deadly food he makes :° him to offend, 
By forged treafon or by open fight, 
He feekes, of all his drifte the aymed end: 
Thereto his fubtile engins he does bend, 
His practick witt and his fayre fyled tonge, 
With thoufand other fleightes ; for well he kend 
Fis credit now in doubtfull ballaunce hong : 
For hardly could bee hurt who was already ftong. 
4. 
Still as he went he craftie ftales did lay,‘ 
With cunning traynes him to entrap unwares, 
And privy fpyals plaft in all his way, 
To weete what courfe he takes, and how he fares, 
To ketch him at a vauntage in his fnares. 
But now fo wife and wary was the knight 
By tryall of his former harmes and cares, 
That he defcryde and fhonned ftill his flight : 
The fifh that once was caught new bayt wil hardly byte. 
i 
Nath’leffe th’ Enchaunter would not fpare his payne, 


In hope to win occafion to his will ; 


b be algates muft forgoe.] i.e. he mut entirely, altogether, all manner 
of ways forego: from the A. S. algeats. C. 

© And deadly food he makes.| We have before feen feud fpelt ** food ” 
in this poem, B. 1. C. 8: it is fewde here in the folio editions, as well 
as in fome modern reprints. C. 

tbe craftie frales did lay.| ‘Crafty ftales’ are crafty decoys; Fr. 
eftalon, not devices or tricks, as Todd alleges: Archimago, as it were, 
laid baits in order to entrap the knight. C. 
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Which when he long awaited had in vayne, 

He chaungd his mynd from one to other ull ; 

For to all good he enimy was ftill. 

Upon the way him fortuned to meete, 

Fayre marching underneath a fhady hill, 

A goodly knight, all armd in harnefle meete, 
That from his head no place appeared to his feete. 


His carriage was full comely and upright ; 

His countenance demure and temperate ; 

But yett fo fterne and terrible in fight, 

That cheard his friendes, and did his foes amate: 

He was an Elfin borne of noble ftate 

And mickle worfhip in his native land ; 

Well could he tourney, and in lifts debate, 

And knighthood tooke of good Sir Huons hand,° 
When with king Oberon he came to Fary land. 

7: | 

Him als accompanyd upon the way 

A comely Palmer, clad in black attyre, 

Of rypeft yeares, and heares all hoarie gray, 

That with a ftaffe his feeble fteps did ftire, 

Leaft his long way his aged limbes fhould tire: 

And, if by lookes one may the mind aread, 

He feemd to be a fage and fober fyre ; 

And ever with flow pace the knight did lead, 
Who taught his trampling fteed with equall fteps to tread. 
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Such whenas Archimago them did view, 
He weened well to worke fome uncouth wyle: 
Eftfoones untwifting his deceiptfull clew, 


© of good Sir Huons hand.| Meaning Sir Huon of Bordeaux, regarding 
whom the romance, originally publifhed in French, had been tranflated 
into Englifh, as Warton obferves, and as is teftified by Laneham’s 
‘* Letter from Kenilworth,” printed about 1575. Sign. Ciib. C. 
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He gan to weave a web of wicked cuyle, 

And, with faire countenance and flattring ftyle 

To them approching, thus the knight befpake ; 

‘“* Fayre fonne of Mars, that feeke with warlike {poyle, 

And great atchiev’ments, great your felfe to make, 
Vouchfafe to ftay your fteed for humble mifers fake.” 


9. 
He ftayd his fteed for humble mifers fake, 
And badd tell.on the tenor of his playnt : 
Who feigning then in every limb to quake 
Through inward feare, and feeming pale and faynt, 
With piteous mone his percing fpeach gan paynt : 
“* Deare Lady! how fhall I declare thy cace, 
Whom late I left in languorous conftraynt ? 
Would God! thy felfe now prefent were in place 
To tell this ruefull tale: thy fight could win thee grace. 
16.) 
‘Or rather would, O! would it fo had chaunft, 
That you, moft noble Sir, had prefent beene 
When that lewd rybauld, with vyle luft advaunft, 
Laid firft his filthie hands on virgin cleene, 
To f{poyle her dainty corps, fo faire and fheene 
As on the earth, great mother of us all, 
With living eye more fayre was never feene 
Of chaftity and honour virginall : 
Witnes, ye heavens, whom fhe in vaine to help did call. 
he 
“‘ Flow may it be,” fayd then the knight halfe wroth, 
‘© That knight fhould knighthood ever fo have fhent ?” 
“None but that faw,” (qd. he) “ would weene for 
troth, 
How fhamefully that Mayd he did torment: 
Her loofer golden lockes he rudely rent, 
And drew her on the ground ; and his fharpe fword 
Againft her fnowy breft he fiercely bent, 
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And threatned death with many a bloodie word : 
Tounge hates to tell the reft that eye to fee abhord.” 
12. 
Therewith amoved from his fober mood, 
“‘ And lives he yet,” (faid he) * that wrought this act t 
And doen the heavens afford him vitall food ?” 
“He lives,” (quoth he) “‘and boafteth of the fact, 
Ne yet hath any knight his courage crackt.” 
‘© Where may that treachour then,” (fayd he) “ be 
found, 
Or by what meanes may I his footing tract ?” 
‘That fhall I thew,” (fayd he) ‘as fure as hound 
The ftricken Deare doth chaleng by the bleeding wound.” 
rt 
He ftayd not lenger talke, but with fierce yre 
And zealous hafte away is quickly gone 
To feeke that knight, where him that crafty Squyre 
Suppofd to be. They do arrive anone 
Where fate a gentle Lady all alone, 
With garments rent, and heare difcheveled, 
Wringing her handes, and making piteous mone: 
Her {wollen eyes were much disfigured, 
And her faire face with teares was fowly blubbered. 
4. 
The knight, approching nigh, thus to her faid: 
‘«‘ Fayre Lady, through fowle forrow ill bedight, 
Great pitty is to fee you thus difmayd, 
And marre the bloffom of your beauty bright : 
For thy appeafe' your griefe and heavy plight, 
And tell the caufe of your conceived payne ; 


For, if he live that hath you doen defpight, 


= —— 


f For thy appeafe.| Therefore appeafe. In the old impreflions 
« Forthy ” is printed as two words. The error, if one, has been cor- 
rected in modern editions. Richardfon places ** forthy” under for: 
might he not as properly put ¢herefore under the fame prepofition? C. 
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He fhall you doe dew recompence agayne, 
Or els his wrong with greater puiffance maintaine.” 
he 
Which when fhe heard, as in defpightfull wife 
She wilfully her forrow did augment, 
And offred hope of comfort did defpife : 
Her golden lockes moft cruelly the rent, 
And fcratcht her face with ghaftly dreriment ; 
Ne would fhe fpeake, ne fee, ne yet be feene, 
But hid her vifage, and her head downe bent, 
Either for grievous fhame, or for great teene, 
As if her hart with forrow had transfixed beene: 
16. 
Till her that Squyre befpake: «* Madame, my liefe,® 
For Gods deare love be not fo wilfull bent, 
But doe vouchfafe now to receive reliefe, 
The which good fortune doth to you prefent. 
For what bootes it to weepe and to wayment" 
When ill 1s chaunft, but doth the ill increafe, 
And the weake minde with double woe torment ?” 
When fhe her Squyre heard fpeake, fhe gan appeafe 
Her voluntarie paine, and feele fome fecret eafe. 
Lins 
Eftfoone fhe faid ; “* Ah! gentle truftie Squyre, 
What comfort can I, wofull wretch, conceave ? 
Or why fhould ever I henceforth defyre 


To fee faire heavens face, and life not leave, 


& Madame, my liefe.| Nobody has noted that in the 4to. 1590 
“‘liefe”’ ftands “fe; and it is not corrected in the errata at the end. 
** Liefe,” neverthelefs, was probably Spenfer’s word; for * life”? would 
but ill rhyme with <reliefe” in the next line but one; and “if is 
amended to “ liefe” in fubfequent impreffions. C. 

" to weepe and to wayment.] An old form of lament, or layment, 
which has not found its way into fome of our beft diftionaries, although 
ufed by Chaucer, Spenfer, Drayton, and other poets. Drayton em- 
ploys ‘* waymenting ” and /amenting indifferently; and in the 4th 


Eclog. of his ‘* Shepherd’s Garland,” 1593, we meet with both. C. 
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Sith that falfe Traytour did my honour reave?” 
‘ Falfe traytour certes,” (faide the Faerie knight) 
‘CT read the man, that ever would deceave 
A gentle Lady, or her wrong through might: 
Death were too litle paine for fuch a fowle defpight. 
18. 
“< But now, fayre Lady, comfort to you make, 
And read who hath ye wrought this fhamefull plight, 
That fhort revenge the man may overtake, 
Wherefo he be, and foone upon him light.” 
“¢ Certes,” (faide fhe) ‘<I wote not how he hight, 
But under him a gray fteede he did wield, 
Whofe fides with dapled circles weren dight ; 
Upright he rode, and in his filver fhield 
He bore a bloodie Croffe that quartred all the field.” 
1g. 
<< Now by my head,” (faide Guyon) “ much I mufe, 
How that fame knight fhould doe fo fowle amis, 
Or ever gentle Damzell fo abufe: 
For, may I boldly fay, he furely is 
A right good knight, and trew of word ywis :' 
I prefent was, and can it witneffe well, 
When armes he {wore, and ftreight did enterpris 
Th’ adventure of the Errant damozell ; 
In which he hath great glory wonne, as I heare tell. 
20. 
“¢ Nathleffe he fhortly fhall againe be tryde, 
And fairely quit him of th’ imputed blame ; 
Els, be ye fure, he dearely fhall abyde, 
Or make you good amendment for the fame: 
All wrongs have mendes, but no amendes of fhame. 


i and trew of word ywis.| Sometimes ‘* ywis” and I wi/s have been 
confounded: the firft means certainly, and the laft J kvows both, how- 
ever, having the fame origin, A. S. wiffan. ‘The ufe of them in old 
profe and poetry was extremely frequent. C. 
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Now therefore, Lady, rife out of your paine, 
And fee the falving of your blotted name.”* 
Full loth fhe feemd thereto, but yet did faine, 

For fhe was inly glad her purpofe fo to gaine, 

21. 
Her purpofe was not fuch as fhe did faine, 
Ne yet her perfon fuch as it was feene ; 
But under fimple fhew, and femblant plaine, 
Lurkt falfe Duefla fecretly unfeene, 
As a chafte Virgin that had wronged beene: 
So had falfe Archimago her difguyfd, 
To cloke her guile with forrow and fad teene ; 
And eke himfelfe had craftily devifd 
To be her Squire, and do her fervice well aguifd. 
22. 

Her, late forlorne and naked, he had found 
Where fhe did wander in wafte wilderneffe, 
Lurking in rockes and caves far under ground, 
And with greene moffe cov’ring her nakedneffe 
To hide her fhame and loathly filthineffe, 

Sith her Prince Arthur of proud ornaments 
-And borrowd beauty fpoyld. Her natheleffe 
Th’ enchaunter finding fit for his intents 
Did thus reveft,' and deckt with dew habiliments. 
23. 

For all he did was to deceive good knights, 

And draw them from purfuit of praife and fame 
To flug in flouth and fenfuall delights, 


And end their daies with irrenowmed fhame. 


‘ of your blotted name.| In the 4to. 1590 the text is “ dotting 
name,” the active for the paflive participle; and as they were then 
{ometimes ufed indifferently, we fhould have continued the oldeft word, 
if in the fecond edition (alfo printed in Spenfer’s lifetime) and in all 
f{ubfequent old impreffions, “ blotted ” had not been fubftituted. C. 

! Did thus reveft.| Reveftir. Fr. reinvett, clothe or apparel again. 
See Cotgrave. ‘Topp. 
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to 


And now exceeding griefe him overcame, 
To fee the Redcroffe thus advaunced hye ; 
Therefore this craftie engine he did frame, 
Againft his praife to ftirre up enmitye 

Of fuch, as vertues like mote unto him allye. 

24. 

So now he Guyon guydes an uncouth way 
Through woods and mountaines, till they came at laft 
Into a pleafant dale that lowly lay 
Betwixt two hils, whofe high heads overplaft 
The valley did with coole fhade overcatt : 
Through midft thereof a little river rold, 

By which there fate a knight with helme unlafte, 
Himfelfe refrefhing with the liquid cold, 
After his travell long and labours manifold. 
25. 

“‘Lo! yonder he,” cryde Archimage alowd, 

“¢ That wrought the fhamefull faé& which I did thew ; 
And now he doth himfelfe in fecret fhrowd, 

To fly the vengeaunce for his outrage dew: 

But vaine ; for ye fhall dearely do him rew, 

So God ye {peed and fend you good fucceffe, 

Which we far off will here abide to vew.” 

So they him left inflam’d with wrathfulneffe, 

That ftreight againft that knight his {peare he did addrefle. 

26! 

Who, feeing him from far fo fierce to pricke, 
His warlike armes about him gan embrace, 
And in the reft his ready fpeare did fticke : 
Tho, whenas ftill he faw him towards pace, 
He gan rencounter him in equall race. 


They bene ymett, both ready to affrap,™ 
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When fuddeinly that warriour gan abace 
His threatned fpeare, as if fome new mifhap 
Had him betide, or hidden danger did entrap ; 
Page 
And cryde, ‘ Mercie, Sir knight! and mercie, Lord, 
For mine offence and heedeleffe hardiment, 
That had almoft committed crime abhord, 
And with reprochfull fhame mine honour fhent, 
Whiles curfed fteele againft that badge I bent, 
The facred badge of my Redeemers death, 
Which on your fhield is fet for ornament!” 
But his fierce foe his fteed could {tay uneath, 
Who, prickt with courage kene, did cruell battell breath. 
DOK 
But, when he heard him fpeake, ftreight way he knew 
His errour ; and, himfelfe inclyning, fayd ; 
“Ah! deare Sir Guyon, well becommeth you," 
But me behoveth rather to upbrayd, 
_ Whofe haftie hand fo far from reafon ftrayd, 
That almoft it did haynous violence 
On that fayre ymage of that heavenly Mayd, 
‘That decks and armes your fhield with faire defence : 
Your court’fie takes on you anothers dew offence.” 
29. 
So beene they both atone,’ and doen upreare 
Their bevers bright each other for to greet; 
Goodly comportaunce each to other beare, 


" well becommeth you.| So all editions: but Todd, a very carelefs 
collator, ftates that the folio 1611 has ** 7/7 becommeth you. / The fact 
is directly the reverfe; and there is not only no need of change, but 
any alteration would be for the worfe. The clear meaning is, that the 
Redcrofs Knight fays that Guyon’s demeanour well becomes him, Guyon, 
but that he ought rather to upbraid himfelf for hafte. C. 

° So beene they both atone.| That is, friends agains at one, atoned, 
reconciled ; in the folios {pelt attone. Upron. In the 4to. 1590 it ftands 
printed ‘‘ at one,” in two words, a faét Upton omitted to mention. C. 
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And entertaine themfelves with court’fies meet. 
Then faid the Redcroffe knight ; ‘‘ Now mote I weet, 
Sir Guyon, why with fo fierce faliaunce, 
And fell intent, ye did at earft me meet ;? 
For fith I know your goodly gouvernaunce, 
Great caufe, I weene, you guided, or fome uncouth chaunce.” 
fey 
<< Certes,” (faid he) “‘ well mote I fhame to tell 
The fond encheafon? that me hether led. 
A falfe infamous faitour late befell 
Me for to meet, that feemed ill befted, 
And playnd of grievous outrage, which he red 
A knight had wrought againft a Ladie gent ; 
Which to avenge he to this place me led, 
Where you he made the marke of his intent, 
And now is fled: foule fhame him follow wher he went!” 
ie 
So can he turne his earneft unto game, 
Through goodly handling and wife temperaunce. 
By this his aged Guide in prefence came ; 
Who, foone as on that knight’ his eye did glaunce, 
Eftfoones of him had perfect cognizaunce, 
Sith him in Faery court he late avizd ; 
And fayd ; ‘« Fayre fonne, God give you happy chaunce, 
And that deare Croffe uppon your fhield devizd, 
Wherewith above all Knights ye goodly feeme aguizd !* 


P ye did at earft me meet.| << Earft,” or erft, is frfvs and “at earft” 
is therefore at firft, or formerly, lately, in the firft inftance. C. 

a The fond encheafon.| "The foolith caufe, or occafion. ‘The word is 
not very uncommon in our older writers, and one inftance will fuffice : 

“«« Fafe, reft and delicates, what great encheafon 
They give to fterre a man to corage hote, fervent.” 

<«¢ Guiftard and Sifmond,” 1597, Sign. B. 11. This poem is confiderably 
older than the date when it was printed. C. 

t Who, foone as on that, knight.| ‘‘On” is one in the 4to. 1590 
only—a frequent miftake. C. 

8 ye goodly feeme aguizd.| ‘Todd refers to F. Q, ii. C. vi, St. 7, re- 


Cae THE FAERIE QUEENE. 97 
B28 


“ Joy may you have, and everlafting fame, 
Of late moft hard atchiev’ment by you donne, 
For which enrolled is your glorious name 
In heavenly Regefters above the Sunne, 
Where you a Saint with Saints your feat have wonne: 
But wretched we, where ye have left your marke, 
Muft now anew begin like race to ronne. 
God guide thee, Guyon, well to end thy warke, 
And to the wifhed haven bring thy weary barke!” 
33: 
‘“* Palmer,” him anfwered the Redcroffe knight, 
“‘ His be the praife that this atchiev’ment wrought, 
Who made my hand the organ of his might : 
More then goodwill to the attribute nought ; 
For all I did, I did but as I ought. 
But you, faire Sir, whofe pageant next enfewes, 
Well mote yee thee,‘ as well can with your thought, 
That home ye may report thrife happy newes ;" 
For well ye worthy bene for worth and gentle thewes.” 
34: 
So courteous conge both did give and take, 
With right hands plighted, pledges of good will. 
Then Guyon forward gan his voyage make 
With his blacke Palmer, that him guided ftill : 
Still he him guided over dale and hill, 


{pecting “aguizd,” forgetting that we met with the word in St. 21 of 
the Canto before us: there it means c/ad, or dreffed, and here the fenfe 
is akin to it: the fhield of the Redcrofs knight was decorated or charged 
with the device of the crofs. C. 

‘ Well mote yee thee.| Thrive, profper. So, in F. Q. ii. xi. 17. 
“Fayre mote he thee.” We find this expreffion often in our old 
poets. Upron. Richardfon places it under the article the. C. 

“ thrife happy newes.] ‘*Thrife” is from the errata of the 4to. 15903 
but it is remarkable that ¢e/e for <* thrife ” is retained in the folio 1611, 
which Drayton, in his copy of that impreflion, amended to thrice. C. 
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And with his fteedy ftaffe did point his way ; 


His race with reafon, and with words his will, 
From fowle intemperaunce he ofte did ftay, 
And fuffred not in wrath his hafty fteps to ftray. 
Seeks 
In this faire wize they traveild long yfere,* 
Through many hard affayes which did betide ; 
Of which he honour ftill away did beare, 
And fpred his glory through all countryes wide. 
At laft, as chaunft them by a foreft fide 
To paffe, for fuccour from the fcorching ray, 
They heard a ruefull voice, that dearnly cride’ 
With percing fhriekes and many a dolefull lay ; 
Which to attend awhile their forward fteps they ftay. 
Roe 
‘‘ But if that carelefle hevens;”(qdaihe eamaenie 
The doome of juft revenge, and take delight 
To fee fad pageaunts of mens miferies, 
As bownd by them to live in lives defpight ; 
Yet can they not warne death from wretched wight. 
Come, then; come foone; come, {weeteft death, to 
me, 
And take away this long lent loathed light : 
Sharpe be thy wounds, but fweete the medicines be, 
That long captived foules from weary thraldome free. 
37: 
«But thou, fweete Babe, whom frowning froward fate 
Hath made fad witneffe of thy fathers fall, 
Sith heven thee deignes to hold in living ftate, 


x they traveild long yfere.| ‘They travelled long together, or in com- 
pany. We have before feen (B. 1. C. x. St. 4,) that  fere’? means a 
companion in general, as well as a hufband, or wife. C. 

Y that dearnly cride.] ‘* Dearnly” properly means /ecretly, or hid- 
denly s and Spenfer may intend, as the fact was, that the perfon crying 
was not feen ; but “ dearnly ” alfo is ufed for mournfully, diftre/sfully. C. 
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Long maift thou live, and better thrive withall 
Then to thy luckleffe parents did befall. 
Live thou; and to thy mother dead atteft 
That cleare fhe dide from blemith criminall : 
Thy litle hands embrewd in bleeding brett 
Loe! I for pledges leave. So give me leave to reft.” 
ve 
With that a deadly fhrieke the forth did throw 
That through the wood reechoed againe ; 
And after gave a grone fo deepe and low 
That feemd her tender hart was rent in twaine, 
Or thrild with point of thorough-piercing paine: 
As gentle Hynd, whofe fides with cruell fteele 
Through launched, forth her bleeding life does raine, 
Whiles the fad pang approching fhee does feele, 
Braies out her lateft breath, and up her eies doth feele. 
39 
Which when that warriour heard, difmounting ftraid 
From his tall fteed, he rutht into the thick, 
And foone arrived where that fad pourtrai@ 
Of death and dolour lay,” halfe dead, halfe quick ; 
In whofe white alabafter breft did ftick 
A cruell knife that made a griefly wownd, 

From which forth gufht a ftream of goreblood thick, 
That all her goodly garments ftaind arownd, 
And into a deepe fanguine dide the grafly grownd. 

4.0. 
Pitifull {pectacle of deadly fmart, 
Befide a bubling fountaine low fhe lay, 
Which fhee increafed with her bleeding hart, 
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* Of death and dslour lay.| How *dolour”’ came to be mifprinted 
labour in the 4to. 1596, and fubfequently, is not eafily explained, but 
the fact is fo; and it is a fact alfo that, obvious as the blunder is, Drayton 
allowed it to remain in his folio 1611: he placed a mark in his margin, 
but perhaps did not know how to amend the faulty text. C. 
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And the cleane waves with purple gore did ray :* 
Als in her lap a lovely babe did play 
His cruell fport, in ftead of forrow dew ; 
For in her ftreaming blood he did embay 
His litle hands, and tender joints embrew : 
Pitifull fpectacle, as ever eie did vew! 
oa i 
Befides them both, upon the foiled gras 
The dead corfe of an armed knight was {pred, 
Whofe armour all with blood befprincled was: 
His ruddy lips did fmyle, and rofy red 
Did paint his chearefull cheekes, yett being ded ; 
Seemd to have beene a goodly perfonage, 
Now in his frefheft flowre of lufty hed, 
Fitt to inflame faire Lady with loves rage, 
But that fiers fate did crop the bloffome of his age. 
4.2. 
Whom when the good Sir Guyon did behold, 
His hart gan wexe as ftarke as marble ftone,” 
And his frefh blood did frieze with fearefull cold, 
That all his fences feemd berefte attone: 
At laft his mighty ghoft gan deepe to grone, 
As Lion, grudging in his great difdaine, 


Mournes inwardly, and makes to him felfe mone ; 


@ with purple gore did ray.\| Defile, fays Todd, and refers to B. vi. 

C. iv. St. 23, where the paflage is, 
““he wypt away, 
And from his face the filth that did it ray.” 
Here “‘ ray” is certainly to be taken for deray, as in “The Taming of 
the Shrew,” A. iv. Sc. 1; but in the line above, 
«« And the cleane waves with purple gore did ray,” 

it may admit of doubt whether “ ray”? is not ufed in the fenfe of to 
fireak, or firipe. However, it is to be allowed that the epithet ‘*cleane”’ 
is in favour of 'Todd’s interpretation. C. 

> as flarke as marble ftone.| <‘Stark” (A. S. ffearc,) means /frong 
and firms but here it is to be taken in the fenfe of hard. “ Berefte 
attone,” two lines lower, of courfe means Jereft at once. C. 
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Til ruth and fraile affection did conftraine 
Fis ftout courage® to ftoupe, and thew his inward paine. 


43. 
Out of her gored wound the cruell fteel 
He lightly fnatcht, and did the floodgate {top 
With his faire garment; then gan foftly feel 
Her feeble pulfe, to prove if any drop 
Of living blood yet in her veynes did hop: 
Which when he felt to move, he hoped faire 
To call backe life to her forfaken fhop. 
So well he did her deadly wounds repaire, 
That at the laft fhee gan to breath out living aire. 
44. 
Which he perceiving greatly gan rejoice, 
And goodly counfell, that for wounded hart 
Is meeteft med’cine, tempred with {weete voice: 
“Ay me! deare Lady, which the ymage art 
Of ruefull pitty and impatient fmart, 
What direfull chaunce, armd with avenging fate, 
Or curfed hand, hath plaid this cruell part, 
Thus fowle to haften your untimely date? 
Speake, O dear Lady, fpeake ! help never comes too late.” 
45. 
Therewith her dim eie-lids fhe up gan reare, 
On which the drery death did fitt as fad 
As lump of lead, and made darke clouds appeare : 
But when as him, all in bright armour clad, 
Before her ftanding fhe efpied had, 
As one out of a deadly dreame affright, 
She weakely ftarted, yet fhe nothing drad: 


© His frout courage.| ‘The folios, and Hughes, difliking the accent on 
the fecond fyllable of courage, have thought proper to read courage ftout. 
But they appear to have forgotten that, in the very next Canto, St. 38, 
accorage is accented with the iftus on the laft fyllable. The rhyme, 
however, has there prevented fuch arbitrary alteration. Topp. 


102 THE RAR RTE QUEEN: ae 


Streight downe againe herfelfe, in great defpight, 
She groveling threw to ground, as hating life and light. 
4.6. 

The gentle knight her foone with carefull paine 
Uplifted light, and foftly did uphold: 
Thrife he her reard, and thrife fhe funck againe, 
Till he his armes about her fides gan fold, 
And to her faid; “‘ Yet, if the ftony cold 
Have not all feized on your frozen hart, 
Let one word fall that may your grief unfold, 
And tell the fecrete of your mortall {mart : 
He oft finds prefent helpe who does his griefe impart.” 


47. 
Then, cafting up a deadly looke, full low 
Shee fight from bottome of her wounded brett ; 
And after, many bitter throbs did throw, 
With lips full pale and foltring tong opprett, 
Thefe words fhe breathed forth from riven cheft: 
“Leave, ah! leave off, whatever wight thou bee, 
To lett a weary wretch from her dew reft, 
And trouble dying foules tranquilitee ; 
Take not away, now got, which none would give to 


? 


Mec. 


4.8. 
«Ah! far be it,” (faid he) ‘‘ Deare dame, fro mee, 
To hinder foule from her defired reft, 
Or hold fad life in long captivitee ; 
For all I feeke is but to have redreft 
The bitter pangs that doth your heart infeft. 
Tell then, O Lady! tell what fatall priefe 
Hath with fo huge misfortune you opprett ; 
That I may caft to compas your reliefe, 
Or die with you in forrow, and partake your griefe.” 


4 
With feeble hands then ftretched forth on hye, 


Fo mr a ene ave Tenant aa en a 
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fxs heven accufing guilty of her death, 
And with dry drops congealed in her eye; 
In thefe fad wordes fhe fpent her utmoft breath: 
“‘ Fleare then, O man! the forrowes that uneath 
My tong can tell, fo far all fence they pas. 
Loe! this dead corpfe, that lies here underneath, 
The gentleft knight, that ever on greene gras 
Gay {teed with {purs did pricke, the good Sir Mortdant was: 
50. 
“‘ Was, (ay the while, that he is not fo now!) 
My Lord, my love, my deare Lord, my deare love! 
So long as hevens juft with equall brow 
Vouchfafed to behold us from above. 
One day, when him high corage did emmove, 
As wont ye knightes to feeke adventures wilde, 
He pricked forth his puiffaunt force to prove. 
Me then he left enwombed of this childe, 
This luckles childe, whom thus ye fee with blood defild. 
| ie 
“‘ Flim fortuned (hard fortune ye may gheffe) 
To come, where vile Acrafia does wonne; 
Acrafia, a falfe enchauntereffe, 
That many errant knightes hath fowle fordonne ;¢ 
Within a wandring Ifland, that doth ronne 
And ftray in perilous gulfe, her dwelling is. 
Fayre Sir, if ever there ye travell, fhonne 
The curfed land where many wend amis, 
And know it by the name: it hight the Bowre of dlis. 
4! 
‘ Fler blis is all in pleafure, and delight, 


Wherewith fhe makes her lovers dronken mad ; 
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¢ That many errant knightes hath fowle fordonne.] ‘Todd and others 
(not Profeffor Child) have entirely perverted the fenfe of this line, by 
printing Aave for “hath;” as if the knights had wxdone Acrafia, and 
not Acrafia had wxdone the knights. C. 
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And then with words, arid weedes, of wondrous might, 
On them fhe workes her will to ufes bad: 
My liefeft Lord fhe thus beguiled had ; 
For he was flefh: (all flefh doth frayltie breed) 
Whom when I heard to beene fo ill beftad, 
Weake wretch, I wrapt myfelfe in Palmers weed, 
And caft to feek him forth through danger and great 
dreed. 
53. 
“« Now had fayre Cynthia by even tournes 
Full meafured three quarters of her yeare, 
And thrife three tymes had fild her crooked hornes, 
Whenas my wombe her burdein would forbeare, 
And bad ime call Lucina to me neare. 
Lucina came; a manchild forth I brought: 
The woods, the nymphes, my bowres, my midwives, 
weare : 
Hard help at need! So deare thee, babe, I bought ; 
Yet nought too dear I deemd, while fo my deare I fought. 


54. 

“Him fo I fought; and fo at laft I fownd, 
Where him that witch had thralled to her will, 
In chaines of luft and lewde defyres ybownd, 
And fo transformed from his former fkill, 
That me he knew not, nether his owne ill ; 
Till, through wife handling and faire governaunce, 
I him recured to a better will, 

Purged from drugs of fowle intemperaunce : 

Then meanes I gan devife for his deliverance. 

55. 

“¢ Which when the vile Enchauntereffe perceiv’d, 
How that my Lord from her I would reprive, 
With cup thus charmd him parting fhe deceivd ; 
‘Sad verfe, give death to him that death does give, 
‘And loffe of love to her that loves to live, 
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‘So foone as Bacchus with the Nymphe does lincke !’ 
So parted we, and on our journey drive ; 
Till, coming to this well, he ftoupt to drincke: 

The charme fulfild, dead fuddeinly he downe did fincke. 

Roe 

“¢ Which when I, wretch”—Not one word more the fayd, 
But breaking off the end for want of breath, 
And flyding foft, as downe to fleepe her layd, 
And ended all her woe in quiet death. 
That feeing, good Sir Guyon could uneath 
From teares abftayne; for griefe his hart did grate, 
And from fo heavie fight his head did wreath, 
Accufing fortune, and too cruell fate, 


Which plonged had faire Lady in fo wretched ftate. 


Sat 

Then turning to his Palmer faid; “Old {yre, 
Behold the ymage of mortalitie, 

And feeble nature cloth’d with flefhly tyre. 
When raging paflion with fierce tyranny 
Robs reafon of her dew regalitie, 

And makes it fervaunt to her bafeft part, 
The ftrong it weakens with infirmitie, 

And with bold furie armes the weakeft hart: 

The ftrong through pleafure fooneft falles, the weake 

through fmart.” 
Co. 

‘‘ But temperaunce” (faid he) “ with golden fquire* 
Betwixt them both can meafure out a meane; 
Nether to melt in pleafures whott defyre, 

Nor frye in hartlefle griefe and dolefull tene :' 


* with golden fquire.] ‘ Squire” and /guare are the fame word, and 
mean the fame thing: both are repeatedly ufed by Shakefpeare, and by 
authors before and after his time, as a rule by which meafures were to 
be taken. Striétly, however, it means more thana rule. C. 

' Nor frye in hartleffe griefe and dolefull tene.| “'Tene” is, of courfe, 
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Thrife happy man, who fares them both atweene! 
But fith this wretched woman overcome 
Of anguifh, rather then of crime, hath bene, 
Referve her caufe to her eternall doome ; 

And, in the meane, vouchfafe her honorable toombe.” 


ais Face neice peer ; ] 


pene 


«« Palmer,” qd. he, “ death is an equall doome 
To good and bad, the commen In of reft ; 
But after death the tryall is to come, 
When beft fhall bee to them that lived beft: 
But both alike, when death hath both fuppreft, 
Religious reverence doth buriall teene ; ® 
Which whofo wants, wants fo much of his reft: 
For all fo greet fhame after death I weene, 

As felfe to dyen bad, unburied bad to beene. 

60. 

So both agree their bodies to engrave: 
The great earthes wombe they open to the fky, 
And with fad Cypreffe feemely it embrave ; 
Then, covering with a clod their clofed eye, 
They lay therein their corfes tenderly, 
And bid them fleepe in everlafting peace. 
But, ere they did their utmoft obfequy, 


Sir Guyon, more affection to increace, 


Jorrow ; and, as Church obferves, the oppofition to “‘ melt,” in the pre- 
ceding line, requires frieze, or frize, inttead of ‘* frye.” We may not 
unreafonably fulpect a mifprint of ‘ frye” for fryze, but no fuch emen- 
dation is made in the errata, and all impreflions read ‘< frye” or fry. C. 

& Religious reverence doth buriall teene.| ‘This line has been confi- 
dered obfcure ; and the mode of clearing the difficulty has been to make 
‘‘teene’? a verb: but in the immediately preceding Stanza it is a fub- 
ftantive ; and although it was occafionally converted into a verb, fuch 
does not feem to be the cafe here, the meaning of the line being, that 
religious reverence does, or performs, the burial lamentation or forrow 
over * both alike.” Upton would underftand ‘ teene ” in the fenfe of 
{tirring up, or occafioning burial; but for that explanation he adduces 
no authority, and it would, we think, be hard to find any. C. 
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Bynempt a facred vow," which none fhould ay releace. 
ope 

The dead knights fword out of his fheath he drew, 
With which he cutt a lock of all their heare,' 
Which medling* with their blood and earth he threw 
Into the grave, and gan devoutly fweare ; 
“Such and fuch evil God on Guyon reare, 
And worfe and worfe, young Orphane, be thy payne, 
If I, or thou, dew vengeaunce doe forbeare, 
Till guiltie blood her guerdon doe obtayne !””— 

So fhedding many teares they clofd the earth agayne. 


> Bynempt a facred vow.] i. e. took a facred vow; from the Germ. 
nebmen, to take, with the prefix dy. The word « bynempt ” alfo occurs 
in ** The Shep. Cal.” vol. i. p. 1263 but there it feems rather to mean 
to mame, or mention. ‘Todd would here alfo underftand « bynempt ” 
as named; but he was miftaken in the etymology: it has in this place 
no connection with the German word Jeizame, a nickname. C., 

1 With which be cutt a lock of all their beare.] This feems an allu- 
fion to the cuftom of cutting off a lock of hair of dying perfons, which 
was looked on as a kind of offering to the infernal deities. Juno orders 
Iris to perform this office to Dido, Virgil, Ain. vi. 694. And in the 
** Alceftis of Euripides,’’ Death fays he is come to perform this office 
to Alceftis. There was likewife another ceremony, which was for the 
friends and relations of the deceafed to cut off their own hair, and to 
{catter it upon the dead corfe. ‘*Nec traxit cefas per tua membra 
comas.” Confol. ad Liv. ver. 98. Upron. 

k Which medling.| Mixing the hair, &c. Fr. méler. So, in “The 
Shep. Cal.” April, [vol. i. p. 46]: 

“The red rofe medled with the white yfere.” 
Again, in May, [vol. i. p. 65]: 

«Thus med/ed his talk with many a tear.” Cuurcu. 
In both places E. K. has fupplied the glofs, viz. « medled, mingled,” 
and we have thought it needlefs to add to it. C. 


GANT OLE 


Babes bloody handes may not be clenfd. 
The face of golden Meane : 

Her fifters, two Extremities, 
Strive her to banifh cleane. 


I 


G26) HUS when Sir Guyon with his faithful 


guyde 
Had with dew rites and dolorous Jament 
The end of their fad Tragedie uptyde, 
The litle babe up in his armes he hent ;* 
Who with {weet pleafaunce, and bold blandifhment, 
Gan fmyle on them, that rather ought to weepe, 
As careleffe of his woe, or innocent 
Of that was doen; that ruth emperced deepe 
In that knightes hart, and wordes with bitter teares did 
Recpe: 


Os 
«© Ah! luckleffe babe, borne under cruell ftarre, 
And in dead parents balefull afhes bred, 
Full little weeneft thou what forrowes are 
Left thee for porcion of thy livelyhed ; 
Poore Orphane! in the wild world fcattered, 
As budding braunch rent from the native tree, 


«in his armes he bent.) In his arms he took: A. S. hentan. Shake- 
{peare repeatedly ufes both “ hent ” and hint; the laft asa fubftantive. C. 
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And throwen forth, till it be withered. 
Such is the ftate of men: Thus enter we 
Into this life with woe, and end with miferee ! ” 


cE 
Then, foft himfelfe inclyning on his knee 
Downe to that well, did in the water weene 
(So love does loath difdainefull nicitee) 
His guiltie handes from bloody gore to cleene. 
He wafht them oft and oft, yet nought they beene 
For all his wafhing cleaner. Still he ftrove ; 
Yet ftill the litle hands were bloody feene: 
The which him into great amaz’ment drove, 
And into diverfe doubt his wavering wonder clove. 
4. 
He wift not whether blott of fowle offence 
Might not be purgd with water nor with bath ; 
Or that high God, in lieu of innocence, 
Imprinted had that token of his wrath, 
To fhew how fore bloodguiltineffe he hat’th ;> 
Or that the charme and veneme which they dronck, 
Their blood with fecret filth infected hath, 
Being diffufed through the fencelefs tronck, 
That through the great contagion direful deadly ftonck. 
r 
Whom thus at gaze the Palmer gan to bord° 
With goodly reafon, and thus fayre befpake ; 
“Ye bene right hard amated,’ Pie ous Lord, 
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b To phew how fore bloodguiltineffe be hat'th.| We meet with b/o0a- 
guiltineffe again in St. 30; and again in F. Q. ii. vii. 19. This is a 
word which would have been ranked among Spenfer’s obfolete terms, 
had it not been accidentally preferved to us in the tranflation of the 
Pfalms ufed in our Liturgy, and by that means rendered familiar. 
«Deliver me from 4/ood-guiltine/s,O God.” Pfal.li.14. T. Warton. 

© the Palmer gan to bord.) To * bord,” from the Fr. aborder, 
means, to approach, or accept. To accof?, is ftriétly to come up to the 
fide of; and to ** bord,” to advance to a limit or Abas taot 2 

‘ Ye bene right hard amated.| The etymol oBy of the verb to 
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And of your ignorance great merveill make, 
Whiles caufe not well conceived ye miftake: 
But know, that fecret vertues are infufd 
In every fountaine, and in everie lake, 
Which who hath fkill them rightly to have chufd, 
To proofe of pafling wonders hath full often ufd: 
6. 
<* Of thofe, fome were fo from their fourfe indewd 
By great Dame Nature, from whofe fruitfull pap 
Their welheads fpring, and are with moifture deawd ; 
Which feedes each living plant with liquid fap, 
And filles with flowres fayre Floraes painted lap: 
But other fome, by guifte of later grace, 
Or by good prayers, or by other hap, 
Had vertue pourd into their waters bace, 
And thenceforth were renowmd, and fought from place 
to place. 
7° 
*< Such is this well, wrought by occafion ftraunge, 
Which to her Nymph befell. Upon a day, 
As fhe the woodes with bow and fhaftes did raunge, 
The hartleffe Hynd and Robucke to difmay, 
Dan Faunus chaunft to meet her by the way, 
And, kindling fire at her faire-burning eye, 
Inflamed was to follow beauties pray,° 


«< amate ”’ has been varioufly given: to mate, is to confounds and here 
«‘amated” is, probably, to be underftood as confounded, puzzled, per- 
plexed, which laft is the fenfe given by Todd. The Spanifh matar, to 
kill, is the fame as the Italian amazzares; and to mate, in Englihh, is 
frequently ufed for to defroy. he text of the 4to. 1599 is, ‘‘ Ye bene 
right bart amated ;” and if we take ‘* hart-amated”’ as a compound, we 
are not by any means fure that it is not right: Guyon might be amated 
in heart; but later impreflions read ‘‘ hard amated.” C. 

© to follow beauties pray.| It is ‘* beauties chace” in all the old im- 
prefions ; but the rhyme fhows it to be wrong. Church did not at all 
know what word to fubftitute; and Todd fuggefted ray, as the conjec- 
ture of the editor of ‘*’The Sad Shepherd” of Ben Jonfon. Drayton, 
in his copy of the iolio 1611, has, doubtlefs, furnifhed the right word, 
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And chaced her that faft from him did fly ; 
As hynd from her, fo fhe fled from her enimy. 
8. 
“ At laft, when fayling breath began to faint, 
And faw no meanes to fcape; of fhame affrayd, 
She fet her downe to weepe for fore conftraint ; 
And to Diana calling lowd for ayde, 
Her deare befought to let her die a mayd. 
The goddefle heard; and fuddeine, where the fate 
Welling out ftreames of teares, and quite difmayd 
With ftony feare of that rude ruftick mate, 
Transtormd her to a ftone from ftedfaft virgins ftate. 


‘“Lo! now fhe is that ftone; from whofe two heads, 
As from two weeping eyes, frefh ftreames do flow, 
Yet colde through feare and old conceived dreads ; 
And yet the ftone her femblance feemes to fhow, 
Shapt like a maide, that fuch ye may her know: 
And yet her vertues in her water byde, 

For it 1s chafte and pure as pureft fnow, 
Ne lets her waves with any filth be dyde; 

But ever, like herfelfe, unftayned hath beene tryde. 

fey 

“From thence it comes, that this babes bloody hand 
May not be clenfd with water of this well : 

Ne certes, Sir, ftrive you it to withftand, 
But let them ftill be bloody, as befell, 


That they his mothers innocence may tell, 


“pray,” 1. e. prey: Faunus was inflamed to follow “ beauty’s prey,” or 
the beautiful prey of which he was in chafe. We have therefore had 
no hefitation in inferting ‘* pray” in the text, being convinced, on the 
authority of Drayton, fupported by the rhyme and the obvious fenfe of 
the paflage, that ‘* pray”? muit have been Spenfer’s word. Above, we 
ought poflibly to read a Nymph, inftead of ‘* her Nymph,” unlefs we 
are to fuppofe that ‘* her” applies to the well. Drayton here placed a 
mark in his margin, but made no alteration. C. 
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As fhe bequeathd in her laft teftament ; 
That, as a facred Symbole, it may dwell 
In her fonnes flefh, to mind revengement, 
And be for all chafte Dames an endleffe moniment.” 
i eg hee 
He hearkned to his reafon, and the childe 
Uptaking, to the Palmer gave to beare ; 
But his fad fathers armes with blood defilde, 
An heavie load, himfelfe did lightly reare ; 
And turning to that place, in which whyleare 
He left his loftie fteed with golden fell 
And goodly gorgeous barbes, him found not theare : 
By other accident, that earft befell, 
He is convaide; but how, or where, here fits not tell. 
12. 
Which when Sir Guyon faw, all were he wroth, 
Yet algates mote he foft himfelfe appeafe, 
And fairely fare on foot, how ever loth: 
His double burden did him fore difeafe. 
So long they traveiled with litle eafe, 
Till that at laft they to a Caftle came, 
Built on a rocke adjoyning to the feas: 
It was an auncient worke of antique fame,* 
And wondrous ftrong by nature, and by fkilfull frame. 
19: 
Therein three fifters dwelt of fundry fort, 
The children of one fyre by mothers three ;® 


‘It was an auncient worke of antique fame.| This is the reading of 
Spenfer’s fecond edition. The firft reads Frame, which Mr. Church 
follows, but, at the fame time, admits that fame feems to be right, and 
that auncient work and antique frame are fynonymous expreflions. Mr. 
Upton notices the fimilar error of fame for frame, in F. QiEiSOF 
and here reads fame. ‘Topp. It is ** fame” in the folios. C. 

& The children of one fyre by mothers three.| The three different 
mothers, I interpret from Plato to be thofe three parts, which he ap- 
propriates to the foul, Aoysorimy, from whom was born Medina; and 
“Emiuuyriny, and Qvzyrixy, from whom were born the other two way- 
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Who dying whylome did divide this fort 
To them by equall fhares in equall fee: 
But ftryfull mind and diverfe qualitee 
Drew them in partes, and each made others foe: 
Stl did they ftrive and daily difagree ; 
The eldeft did againft the youngett goe, 
And both againft the middeft meant to worken woe. 
4. 

Where when the knight arriv’d, he was right well 

Receiv’d, as knight of fo much worth became, 
Of fecond fifter, who did far excell 
The other two: Medina was her name, 
A fober fad and comely courteous Dame; 
Who rich arayd, and yet in modeft gulze, 
In goodly garments that her‘ well became, 
Fayre marching forth in honorable wize, 

Him at the threfhold mett, and well did enterprize. 

15, 

She led him up into a goodly bowre, 

And comely courted with meet modettie ; 

Ne in her fpeach, ne in her haviour, 

Was lightneffe feene or loofer vanitie, 

But gratious womanhood, and gravitie, 

Above the reafon of her youthly yeares. 

Her golden lockes fhe roundly did uptye 

In breaded tramels, that no loofer heares 
Did out of order ftray about her daintie eares. 

16. 

Whileft fhe her felfe thus bufily did frame 
Seemely to entertaine her new-come gueft, 
Newes hereof to her other fifters came, 

Who all this while were at their wanton reft, 


ward and froward /ifers. See ‘Plat. Repub.” L. iv. p. 4393 L. ix. 
p- 580, edit. Steph. Who is the ove /yre that aéts Hey thefe three 
powers of the Soul? Is it not Mind? Upron. 
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Accourting each her frend with lavith feft : 
They were two knights of pereleffe puiffaunce, 
And famous far abroad for warlike geft," 
Which to thefe Ladies love did countenaunce, 
And to his miftrefle each himfelfe ftrove to advaunce. 
idee. 
He that made love unto the eldeft Dame, 
Was hight Sir Huddibras, an hardy man ; 
Yet not fo good of deedes as great of name, 
Which he by many rafh adventures wan, 
Since errant armes to few' he firft began: 
More huge in ftrength then wife in workes he was, 
And reafon with foole-hardize over ran ; 
Sterne melancholy did his courage pas, 
And was, for terrour more, all armd in fhyning bras. 
oP 
But he that lov’d the youngeft was Sanfloy ; 
He, that faire Una late fowle outraged, 
The moft unruly and the boldeft boy 
That ever warlike weapons menaged, 
And all to lawleffe luft encouraged 
Through ftrong opinion of his matchleffle might ; 
Ne ought he car’d whom he endamaged 
By tortious wrong, or whom bereav’d of right : 
He, now this Ladies Champion, chofe for eve to fight. 
IQ. . 
Thefe two gay knights, a to fo diverfe loves, 
Each other does envy with deadly hate, 
And daily warre againft his foeman moves, 
In hope to win more favour with his mate, 
And th’ others pleafing fervice to abate, 
To magnifie his owne. But when they heard 


h And famous es abroad for warlike geft.| See the note on gef, 


Fo Qs ix. 153. fis Wol.p.2z7o5)C. 
i Since errant armes to few.] Purfue, follow. Cwurcn. 
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How in that place ftraunge knight arrived late, 
Both knightes and ladies forth right angry far’d, 
And fercely unto battell fterne themfelves prepar’d. 
20. 
But ere they could proceede unto the place 
Where he abode, themfelves at difcord fell, 
And cruell combat joynd in middle {pace : 
With horrible affault, and fury fell, 
They heapt huge ftrokes the {corned life to quell, 
That all on uprore from her fettled {eat 
The houfe was rayfd, and all that in did dwell. 
Seemd that lowde thunder with amazement oreat 
Did rend the ratling fkyes with flames of fouldring heat.* 
Dis 
The noyfe thereof cald forth that ftraunger knight, 
To weet what dreadfull thing was there in hond ;! 
Where whenas two brave knightes in bloody fight 
With deadly rancour he enraunged fond, 
His funbroad fhield about his wreft he bond, 
And fhyning blade unfheathd, with which he ran 
Unto that ftead, their ftrife to underftond ; 
And at his firft arrivall them began 
With goodly meanes to pacifie, well as he can. 
22. 
But they, him {pying, both with greedy forfe 
Attonce upon him ran, and him befet 
With ftrokes of mortall fteele without remorfe, 
And on his fhield like yron fledges bet. 
As when a Beare and Tygre, being met 


« with flames of fouldring heat.] ‘ Fouldring” is thundering: Fr. 
fouldroyant. Church propoted to read Jmouldring heat; but “ /moul- 
dring heat” {eems the very oppofite of what the poet intended: it was 
a fudden outburft of fury. C. 

' was there in hond.| In the edit. 1590 only, “ hond” is printed 
hand: it rhymes with “ fond,” « bond,” and «* underftond;” all forms 
originating in the then broad pronunciation of the letter‘a. C. 
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In cruell fight on Lybicke Ocean wide,™ 
Efpye a traveiler with feet furbet,” 
Whom they in equall pray hope to divide, 
They ftint their ftrife and him affayle on everie fide. 
OR. 
But he, not like a weary traveilere, 
Their fharp affault right boldly did rebut, 
And fuffred not their blowes to byte him nere, 
But with redoubled buffes them backe did put: 
Whofe grieved mindes, which choler did englut, 
Againft themfelves turning their wrathfull {pight, 
Gan with new rage their fhieldes to hew and cut; 
But fill, when Guyon came to part their fight, 
With heavie load on him they frefhly gan to {might. 
24. 
As a tall fhip toffed in troublous feas, 
Whom raging windes, threatning to make the pray 
Of the rough rockes, doe diverfly difeafe, 
Meetes two contrarie billowes by the way, 
That her on either fide doe fore affay, 
And boaft to fwallow her in greedy grave; 
Shee, fcorning both their fpights, does make wide way, 
And with her breft breaking the fomy wave, 
Does ride on both their backs, and faire her felf doth fave. 
26. 
So boldly he him beares, and rufheth forth 
Betweene them both by conduét of his blade. 


m Ty cruell fight on Lybicke Ocean wide.| ‘The Lybicke Ocean means 
thofe mounds of fands in the Libyc deferts, whofe wide and extended 
plains may be imagined an oceam; and thefe defert plains are elegantly 
named by Plutarch, in the Life of Craflus, reAayiov rs yvevua, Lond. 
edit. p. 277. Upron. 

n Efpye a traveiler with feet furbet.| Wearied, or bruifed. ‘The 
word is borrowed from the farmer’s phrafeology. See Cotgrave, ‘A 
Jurbate, or furbating. Surbatture, &c. The furbating of the feet of 
cattell. Mefmachure.” ‘Topp. Elfewhere Spenfer fpells it /urbates 
but here he alters the word on the compulfion of the rhyme. C. 
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Wondrous great prowefie and heroick worth 
He thewd that day, and rare enfample made, 
When two fo mighty warriours he difmade. 
Attonce he wards and ftrikes; he takes and paies ; 
Now forft to yield, now forcing to invade ; 
Before, behind, and round about him laies: 
So double was his paines, fo double be his praife. 
26. 
Straunge fort of fight, three valiaunt knights to fee 
Three combates joine in one, and to darraine 
A triple warre with triple enmitee, 
All for their Ladies froward love to gaine, 
Which gotten was but hate. So love does raine 
In ftouteft minds, and maketh monftrous warre ; 
He maketh warre, he maketh peace againe, 
And yett his peace is but continual jarre: 
O miferable men, that to him fubject arre! 
27 
Whilft thus they mingled were in furious armes, 
The faire Medina, with her treffes torne 
And naked breft, in pitty of their harmes, 
Emongft them ran ; and, falling them beforne, 
Befought them by the womb which them had born, 
And by the loves which were to them moft deare, 
And by the knighthood which they fure had {worn, 
Their deadly cruell difcord to forbeare, 
And to her juft conditions of faire peace to heare. 
28. 
But her two other fifters, ftanding by, 
Her lowd gainfaid; and both their champions bad? 


° Her lowd gainfaid; and both their champions bad.| 'The reading of 
Spenfer’s firft edition is ber champions. 'The fecond reads, “* and both 
their champion bad,” which the folios adopt. Mr. Upton follows nei- 
ther, but reads ‘* their champions.” I have followed the amendment 
made by Mr. Upton. Topp. It feems not unlikely that Spenfer wrote 
‘©and each her champion bad,” which was afterwards corrupted. C. 
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Purfew the end of their ftrong enmity, 
As ever of their loves they would be glad: 
Yet fhe with pitthy words, and counfell fad, 
Still {trove their ftubborne rages to revoke ; 
That at the laft, fuppreffing fury mad, 
They gan abftaine from dint of direfull ftroke, 
And hearken to the fober fpeaches which fhe {poke. 
29. 
« Ah, puiffaunt Lords! what curfed evill fpright, 
Or fell Erinnys, in your noble harts 
Her hellifh brond hath kindled with defpight, 
And ftird you up to worke your wilfull fmarts ? 
Is this the joy of armes? be thefe the parts 
Of glorious knighthood, after blood to thruft, 
And not regard dew right and juft defarts? 
Vaine is the vaunt, and victory unjuft, 
That more to mighty hands then rightfull caufe doth 
trutt. 
30. 
“¢ And were there rightfull caufe of difference, 
' Yet were not better fayre it to accord 
Then with bloodguiltineffe to heape offence, 
And mortal vengeaunce joyne to crime abhord ? 
O! fly from wrath; fly, O my liefeft Lord! 
Sad be the fights, and bitter fruites of warre, 
And thoufand furies wait on wrathfull {word ; 
Ne ought the praife of prowefle more doth marre 
Then fowle revenging rage, and bafe contentious jarre. 
BT 
«But lovely concord, and moft facred peace, 
Doth nourifh vertue, and faft friendfhip breeds ; 
Weake fhe makes ftrong, and ftrong thing does increace, 
Till it the pitch of higheft praife exceeds : 
Brave be her warres, and honorable deeds, 


By which fhe triumphes over yre and pride, 
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And winnes an Olive girlond for her meeds. 
Be, therefore, O my deare Lords! pacifide, 
And this miffeeming difcord meekely lay afide.” 

Aas 
Her gracious words their rancour did appall, 
And funcke fo deepe into their boyling brefts, 
That downe they lett their cruell weapons fall, 
And lowly did abafe their lofty crefts 
To her faire prefence and difcrete behefts. 
Then fhe began a treaty to procure, 
And ftablifh terms betwixt both their requetts, 
That as a law for ever fhould endure ; 

Which to obferve in word of knights they did affure. 

SiS 
Which to confirme, and faft to bind their league, 
After their weary fweat and bloody toile, 
She them befought, during their quiet treague,? 
Into her lodging to repaire a while, 
To reft themfelves, and grace to reconcile. 
They foone confent: fo forth with her they fare ; 
Where they are well receivd, and made to fpoile 
Themfelves of foiled armes, and to prepare 
Their minds to pleafure, and their mouths to dainty fare. 
34: 

And thofe two froward fifters, their faire loves, 
Came with them eke, all were they wondrous loth, 
And fained cheare, as for the time behoves, 

But could not colour yet fo well the troth, 
But that their natures bad appeard in both ; 
For both did at their fecond fifter grutch 
And inly grieve, as doth an hidden moth 
The inner garment frett, not th’ utter touch: 
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P during their quiet treague.| A truce, or ceflation of arms. Ital. 


[and Span.] tregua. Upron. We believe, only ufed by Spenfer. C. 
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One thought her cheare‘ too litle, th’ other thought too 
mutch. 


Bd: 

Eliffa (fo the eldeft hight) did deeme 

Such entertainment bafe, ne ought would eat, 

Ne ought would fpeake, but evermore did feeme 

As difcontent for want of merth or meat: 

No folace could her Paramour intreat 

Her once to fhow, ne court, nor dalliaunce ; 

But with bent lowring browes, as fhe would threat, 

She fcould, and frownd with froward countenaunce ; 
Unworthy of faire Ladies comely governaunce. 

36. 

But young Periffa was of other mynd, 

Full of difport, ftill laughing, loofely light, 

And quite contrary to her fifters kynd ;* 

No meafure in her mood, no rule of right, 

But poured out in pleafure and delight : 

In wine and meats fhe flowd above the banck, 

And in exceffe exceeded her owne might ; 

In fumptuous tire fhe joyd her felfe to pranck,* 
But of her love too lavifh: (litle have fhe thanck !) 


37: 
Faft by her fide did fitt the bold Sanfloy, 
Fitt mate for fuch a mincing mineon,* 


Who in her loofeneffe tooke exceeding joy ; 


1 One thought her cheare.| ‘This is the reading of the firft edition, 
which both Upton and Church adopt. The fecond reads ** their 
cheare,” which the folios and fome later editions follow. Topp. 

* And quite contrary to her fifters kynd.| Nature. The word * kynd” 
occurs, in precifely the fame fenfe, vol. i. p. 210. C. 

S In fumptuous tire foe joyd her felfe to pranck.| See ** prancke their 
ruffes,” vol. i, p. 230: it generally refers to the oftentatious difplay of 
attire, as On! p.-127.) &C. 

 Fitt mate for fuch a mincing mineon.| Todd hasa long and utterly 
needlefs note upon “ mineon,” derived from the Fr. mignon. No word 
is more common in all our old poets ; and nothing can be eafier than to 
illuftrate words that do not require illuftration. C. 
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Might not be found a francker franion," 
Of her leawd parts to make companion : 
But Huddibras, more like a malecontent, 
Did fee and grieve at his bold fafhion ; 
Hardly could he endure his hardiment, 

Yett ftill he fatt, and inly did him felfe torment. 

hele 

Betwixt them both the faire Medina fate 
With fober grace and goodly carriage : 
With equall meafure fhe did moderate 
The ftrong extremities of their outrage. 
That forward paire fhe ever would aflwage, 
When they would ftrive dew reafon to exceed ; 
But that fame froward twaine would accorage, 
And of her plenty adde unto their need: 

So kept fhe them in order, and her felfe in heed. 


39 
Thus fairely fhee attempered her feaft, 
And pleafd them all with meete fatiety. 
At laft, when luft of meat and drinke was ceatt, 
She Guyon deare befought of curtefie 
‘To tell from whence he came through jeopardy, 
And whether now or new adventure bownd : 


Who with bold grace, and comely gravity, 


« Might not be found a francker franion.] So in Heywood’s * Ed- 
ward IV.” ato. bl. 1. 1600, Sign. c. 5, “‘ He’s a frank franion, a merry 
companion,” &c. Topp. He might here have ufefully added one or 
two quotations to illuftrate the ufe of the lefs common word * franion.” 
We have it, alfo with the epithet frank, in “ The Rare ‘Triumphs of Love 
and Fortune,” 1589, Sign. C 4: 

«<T am a gentleman, a Courtier, and a merry franke franion.” 
Earlier it feems to have been fpelt fronion, a form not noticed : 

«To praétife that whereby to fet their fromions harts on fire.” 
«‘ Turbervile’s Poems,” 1569, ed. 1584. And again in his * Firft 
Hiftory ;” 
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«* That had in chafe a fronion frefh of hewe.” 
Richardfon conjectures that it is from the A. S. freon, a friend. C. 
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Drawing to him the eies of all arownd, 
From lofty fiege began* thefe words aloud to fownd. 
40. 
« This thy demaund, O Lady! doth revive 
Frefh memory in me of that great Queene, 
Great and moft glorious virgin Queene alive, 
That with her foveraine power, and fcepter fhene, 
All Faery lond does peaceably fuftene. 
In wideft Ocean fhe her throne does reare, 
That over all the earth it may be feene ; 
As morning Sunne her beames difpredden cleare, 
And in her face faire peace and mercy doth appeare. 
78 
In her the richeffe of all heavenly grace 
In chiefe degree are heaped up on hye: 
And all, that els this worlds enclofure bace 
Hath great or glorious in mortall eye, 
Adornes the perfon of her Majeftye ; 
That men, beholding fo great excellence 
And rare perfection in mortalitye, 
Doe her adore with facred reverence, 
As th’ Idole of her makers great magnificence. 
42. 
“To her I homage and my fervice owe, 
In number of the nobleft knightes on ground ; 
Mongft whom on me fhe deigned to beftowe 
Order of Maydenhead, the moft renownd 
That may this day in all the world be found. 
An yearely folemne feaft fhe wontes to hold,’ 


x From lofty fiege began.| Virgil, Ain. il. 2: 
‘© Inde toro pater A‘neas fic orfus ab a/to.” 
Which Douglas tranflates, «‘ his /ege riall.” <‘ Siege” is feat. Fr. Siége. 
Upron. Many writers ufe the word in this fenfe. C. 
Y foe wontes to hold.| ‘* Hold” is make in all the old editions; and 
we may be fure that ‘‘ hold” was Spenfer’s word, not only becaufe the 
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The day that firft doth lead the yeare around, 
To which all knights of worth and courage bold 
Refort, to heare of {traunge adventures to be told. 


43: 

‘“¢ There this old Palmer fhewd himfelfe that day, 
And to that mighty Princeffe did complaine 
Of grievous mifchiefes which a wicked Fay 
Had wrought, and many whelmd in deadly paine ; 
Whereof he crav’d redreffe. My Soveraine, 
Whofe glory is in gracious deeds, and joyes 
Throughout the world her mercy to maintaine, 
Eftfoones devifd redreffe for fuch annoyes: 

Me, all unfitt for fo great purpofe, fhe employes. 


44. 
“¢ Now hath faire Phebe with her filver face 
Thrife feene the fhadowes of the neather world, 
Sith laft I left that honorable place, 
In which her roiall prefence is entrold ;” 
Ne ever fhall I reft in houfe nor hold, 
Till I that falfe Acrafia have wonne ; 
Of whofe fowle deedes, too hideous to bee told, 
I witnefle am, and this their wretched fonne, 
Whofe wofull parents fhe hath wickedly fordonne.” 
45. 
‘© Tell on, fayre Sir,” faid fhe, <<‘ that dolefull tale, 
From which fad ruth does feeme you to reftraine, 


That we may pitty fuch unhappie bale, 


me 


rhyme requires it, but becaufe it is written in the margin oppofite to 
make in Drayton’s copy of the folio 1611, now before us. We have, 
therefore, not hefitated regarding the {ubftitution. C. 


2 ber roiall prefence is entrold.| Church fays definitively, that ‘‘en- 
trold”’ fhould be exro/d, that is, *‘ encircled ;” and he is probably right, 
but not fo certainly as to warrant us, as regards an author like Spenfer, 
in running the rifk of altering his language. In addition, we may men- 
tion that Drayton does not alter imfro/d, as it is printed in the folio 
1611, nor by any mark indicate the fitnefs of a change. C. 
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And learne from pleafures poyfon to abftaine : 
I] by enfample good doth often gayne.” 
Then forward he his purpofe gan purfew, 
And told the ftory of the mortall payne, 
Which Mordant and Amavia.did rew, 
As with lamenting eyes him felfe did lately vew. 
46. 
Night was far fpent; and now in Ocean deep 
Orion, flying faft from hiffing fnake, 
His flaming head did haften for to fteep, 
When of his pitteous tale he end did make: 
Whilft with delight of that he wifely fpake 
Thofe gueftes, beguyled, did beguyle their eyes 
Of kindly fleepe that did them overtake. 
At laft, when they had markt the chaunged fkyes, 
They wift their houre was fpent; then each to reft him 
hyes. 


a a kT alae a reticent emiiniene cant eit 
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Vaine Braggadocchio, getting Guyons 
horfe, 1s made the fcorne 

Of knighthood trew; and is of fayre 
Belpheebe fowle forlorne. 


ie 
NS) OONE as the morrow fayre with purple 
, beames 
Difperft the fhadowes of the mifty night, 
And Titan, playing on the eaftern 
{treames, 

Gan cleare the deawy ayre with fpringing light, 

Sir Guyon, mindfull of his vow yplight, 

Uprofe from drowfie couch, and him addreft 

Unto the journey which he had behight :* 

His puiffant armes about his noble brett, 
And many-folded fhield he bound about his wrett. 

a 

Then, taking Conge of that virgin pure, 

The bloody-handed babe unto her truth 

Did earneftly committ, and her conjure 

In vertuous lore to traine his tender youth, 

And all that gentle noriture enfueth ; 


“or 
+ 


ing 
a 
ae 
fi 
oo) 
= 
q 
es 
tg 


iW 


———=~_S 
eotretatt ar AA i: 


a which he had behight.] ‘Behight” here, as fometimes elfewhere, 
means promifeds but Spenfer, in his ‘Shep. Cal.” for May, ufes the 
fame word for called, or named. See vol. i. p. 63: 

«¢ Now I, a waylfull widdowe behight.” C. 
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And that, fo foone as ryper yeares he rought,” 
He might, for memory of that dayes ruth, 
Be called Ruddymane ; and thereby taught 
T” avenge his Parents death on them that had it wrought. 


So forth he far’d, as now befell, on foot, 
Sith his good fteed is lately from him gone ; 
Patience perforce :° helpleffe what may it boot 
To frett for anger, or for griefe to mone? 
His Palmer now {hall foot no more alone. 
So fortune wrought, as under greene woodes fyde 
He lately hard that dying Lady grone, 
He left his fteed without, and f{peare befyde, 
And rufhed in on foot to ayd her ere fhe dyde. 


a. 

The whyles a lofell* wandring by the way, 

One that to bountie never caft his mynd, 

Ne thought of honour ever did affay 

His bafer breft, but in his keftrell kynd* 

A pleafing vaine of glory he did fynd,' 

To which his flowing toung and troublous fpright 

Gave him great ayd, and made him more inclynd: 


> as ryper yeares be rought.] i.e. attained, or more properly reached. 
Shakefpeare repeatedly ufes ‘‘ raught ” in the fame manner; but he alfo 
employs it for reft, or bereft: fee Index to Collier’s “* Shakefpeare,” 
ECiIEwL OS Onsvie7 13a. 

© Patience perforce.| ‘The whole proverb is, Patience perforce is a 
medicine for a mad dog. Upron. Under the abbreviated form adopted 
by Spenfer, it conitantly occurs in writers of the time. C. 

4 The whyles a lofell.] A loofe, good-for-nothing fellow ; as the poet 
explains it in the next line. Lye [properly, as the etymology, vol. i. p. 
83, fhows] makes it of the fame fignification with Jore//. Cuurcn. 

© His bafer breft, but in his keftrell kynd.| In his dafe kind, or na- 
ture. ‘* Keftrell” is a baftard kind of hawk. See Skinner. Upron. 

' A pleafing vaine of glory he did fynd.| This is the reading of the 
firft edition. Spenfer’ s fecond edition reads, “ A pleafing veine of glory 
vaine did fynd ;” to which the folios adhere. Such a jingle, however, 
is here fo extremely difpleafing, that we may at leaft be juftified in pre- 
ferring the original reading. Topp. 
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He, that brave fteed there finding ready dight, 
Purloynd both fteed and fpeare, and ran away full light. 


a 
Now gan his hart all fwell in jollity, 
And of him felfe great hope and help conceiv’d, 
That puffed up with fmoke of vanity, 
And with felfe-loved perfonage deceiv’d, 
He gan to hope of men to be receiv’d 
For fuch as he him thought, or faine would bee : 
But for in court gay portaunce he perceiv’d, 
And gallant fhew to be in greateft gree,® 
Eftfoones to court he caft t? advaunce his firft degree. 
6. 
And by the way he chaunced to e{py 
One fitting ydle on a funny banck, 
To whom avaunting in great bravery, 
As Peacocke that his painted plumes doth pranck, 
He {mote his courfer in the trembling flanck, 
And to him threatned his hart-thrilling fpeare : 
The feely man, feeing him ryde fo ranck, 
And ayme at him, fell flatt to eround for feare, 
And crying, “ Mercy!” loud, his pitious handes gan reare. 
tke 
Thereat the Scarcrow wexed wondrous prowd, 
Through fortune of his firft adventure fayre, 
And with big thundring voice revyld him lowd : 
‘Vile caytive, vaffall of dread and defpayre, 
Unworthie of the commune breathed ayre, 
Why liveft thou, dead dog, a lenger day, 
And doeft not unto death thyfelfe prepayre ? 
Dy, or thyfelfe my captive yield for ay. 
Great favour I thee graunt for aunfwere thus to ftay.” 
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& in greateft gree.) In greateft effimation, or liking. Topp. Perhaps, 
to be in chief rah: fee vol. i. p. 87. C. 
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8. 
“* Hold, O deare Lord! hold your dead-doing hand,” 
Then loud he cryde; “ I am your humble thrall.” 
“< Ah wretch,” (qd. he) “ thy deftinies withftand 
My wrathfull will, and doe for mercy call. 
I give thee life: therefore proftrated fall, 
And kifle my ftirrup ; that thy homage bee.” 
The Mifer threw him felfe, as an Offall, 
Streight at his foot in bafe humilitee, 
And cleeped him his liege," to hold of him in fee. 


So happy peace they made fi faire accord. 

Eftfoones this liegeman gan to wexe more bold, 
And when he felt the folly of his Lord, 
In his owne kind he gan him felfe unfold; 
For he was wylie witted, and growne old 
In cunning fleightes and praétick knavery. 
From that day forth he caft for to uphold 
His ydle humour with fine flattery, 

And blow the bellowes to his fwelling vanity. 

IO. 

Trompart, fitt man for Braggadochio, 

To ferve at court in view of vaunting eye. 
Vaine-glorious man, when fluttring wind does blow 
In his light winges, is lifted up to fkye ; 

The fcorne of knighthood and trew chevalrye, 

To thinke, without defert of gentle deed 

And noble worth, to be advaunced hye: 

Such prayfe is fhame ; but honour, vertues meed, 

Doth beare the fayreft flowre in honourable feed. 

II. 

So forth they pas, a well conforted payre, 

Till that at length with Archimage they meet: 


h And cleeped him his liege.] And called him his liege: A. S. clypian. 
It is, of courfe, not to be confounded with c/ippam, to embrace. C. 
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C. 3. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


Who feeing one, that fhone in armour fayre, 
On goodly courfe[r] thondring with his feet, 
Eftfoones fuppofed him a perfon meet 
Of his revenge to make the inftrument ; 
For fince the Redcroffe knight he erft did weet 
To been with Guyon knitt in one confent, 
The ill, which earft to him, he now to Guyon ment. 
12. 
And coming clofe to Trompart gan inquere 
Of him, what mightie warriour that mote bee, 
That rode in golden fell with fingle fpere, 
But wanted fword to wreake his enmitee ? 
“¢ He is a great adventurer,” ({aid he) 
‘© That hath his fword through hard aflay forgone, 
And now hath vowd, till he avenged bee 
Of that defpight, never to Wearen none: 
That fpeare is him enough to doen a thoufand grone.” 
Ly: 
Th’ enchaunter greatly joyed in the vaunt, 
And weened well ere long his will to win, 
And both his foen with equall foyle to daunt. 
Tho to him louting lowly did begin 
To plaine of wronges, which had committed bin 
By Guyon, and by that falfe Redcroffe knight ; 
Which two, through treafon and deceiptfull gin,’ 
Had flayne Sir Mordant and his Lady bright: 
That mote him honour win to wreak fo foule defpight. 
14. 
Therewith all fuddeinly he feemd enragd, 
And threatned death with dreadfull countenaunce, 
As if their lives had in his hand beene gaged ; 
And with ftiffe force fhaking his mortall launce, 
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1 and deceiptfull gin.| ‘* Gin” is the abbreviation of engine, and it 
fometimes means any fort of plot, contrivance, or fnare: we have had 
it before, and it will often occur hereafter. C. 
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To let him weet his doughtie valiaunce, 
Thus faid: ‘‘ Old man, great fure fhalbe thy meed, 
If, where thofe knights for feare of dew vengeaunce 
Doe lurke, thou certeinly to mee areed, 
That I may wreake on them their hainous hateful deed.” 
1G 
“‘Certes, my Lord,” (faid he) “ that fhall I foone, 
And give you eke good helpe to their decay. 
But mote I wifely you advife to doon, 
Give no ods to your foes, but doe purvay 
Your felfe of {word before that bloody day ; 
For they be two the proweft knights on grownd, 
And oft approv’d in many hard affay ; 
And eke of fureft fteele that may be fownd, 
Do arme your felf againft that day, them to confownd.” 
fo 
“‘ Dotard,” (faide he) ‘let be thy deepe advife : 
Seemes that through many yeares thy wits thee faile, 
And that weake eld hath left thee nothing wife ; 
Els never fhould thy judgement be fo frayle 
To meafure manhood by the fword or mayle. 
Is not enough fowre quarters of a man, 
Withouten fword or fhield, an hofte to quayle? 
Thou litle woteft what this right-hand can :* 
Speake they which have beheld the battailes which it wan.” 
cm 
The man was much abafhed at his boat; 
Yet well he wift that whofo would contend 
With either of thofe knightes on even coatt, 
Should neede of all his armes him to defend, 
Yet feared leaft his boldneffe fhould offend, 


k Thou litle woteft what this right-hand can.] i. e. Thou little 
knoweft,” &c. ‘Todd mifprinted “ what” that, and his text, which 
varies from all the old copies, has been generally followed; but not by 


Profeffor Child in his edit. of Spenfer, Bofton, 1855. 
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When Braggadocchio faide; ‘‘ Once I did fweare, 
When with one {word feven knightes I brought to end, 
Thenceforth in battaile never {word to beare, 
But it were that which nobleft knight on earth doth 
weare.” 
Ds 
“ Perdy, Sir knight,” faide then th’ enchaunter blive,’ 
“That fhall I fhortly purchafe to your hond ; 
For now the beft and nobleft knight alive 
Prince Arthur is, that wonnes in Faerie lond: 
He hath a {word that flames like burning brond. 
The fame by my device I undertake 
Shall by to morrow by thy fide be fond.” 
At which bold word that boafter gan to quake, 
And wondred in his minde what mote that Monfter make. 
IQ. 
He ftayd not for more bidding, but away 
Was fuddein vanifhed out of his fight: 
The Northerne winde his wings did broad difplay 
At his commaund, and reared him up light 
From of the earth™ to take his aerie flight. 
They lookt about, but no where could efpye 
Tract of his foot: then dead through great affright 
They both nigh were, and each bad other flye: 
Both fled attonce, ne ever backe retourned eye; 
20. 
Till that they come unto a forreft greene, 
In which they fhrowd themfelves from caufeles feare ; 
Yet feare them followes {till where fo they beene: 
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| faide then th’ enchaunter blive.| <<‘ Blive” is the fame as belive, 
and bylive; viz. quickly, /peedily, aftively. We have already feen it fo 
applied in the ‘‘ Shepherd’s Calendar” for Sept. vol. i. p. 110. See 
slo I. Orbea Gavi: Stra, des uC, 

m™ From of the earth.| Another inftance in which of is printed ‘‘of.” 
Todd and others make no fcruple of altering the word, without notice, 


though profefling to follow Spenfer’s orthography. C. 
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Each trembling leafe and whiftling wind they heare, 
As ghaftly bug, does greatly them affeare :” 

Yet both doe ftrive their fearefulneffe to faine. 

At laft they heard a horne that fhrilled cleare 
Throughout the wood that ecchoed againe, 

And made the forreft ring, as it would rive in twaine. 

on. 

Eft through the thicke they heard one rudely ruth ; 
With noyfe whereof he from his loftie fteed 
Downe fell to ground, and crept into a bufh, 

To hide his coward head from dying dreed: 
But Trompart ftoutly ftayd to taken heed 
Of what might hap. Eftfoone there ftepped foorth 
A goodly Ladie clad in hunters weed, 
That feemd to be a woman of great worth, 
And by her ftately portance borne of heavenly birth. 
2.2. 

Her face fo faire as flefh it feemed not, 

But hevenly pourtraict of bright Angels hew, 
Cleare as the fkye, withouten blame or blot, 
Through goodly mixture of complexions dew ; 
And in her cheekes the vermeil] red did fhew 
Like rofes in a bed of lillies fhed, 


The which ambrofiall odours from them threw, 


” As ghaftly bug, does greatly them affeare.| ‘The firft edition reads, 
“does unto them affeare;” which is corrected in the errata greatly. 
The fecond edition, inftead of this perfpicuous emendation, reads, 

«As ghaftly bug their baire on end does reare:” 
which alteration is admitted into every fubfequent edition, except thofe 
of Church and Upton; in which the original emended reading is re- 
ftored. ‘That Shakefpeare alfo preferred this reading, is manifeft in the 
following fimilar phrafeology, «« K. Henry VI.” P. iii. [A. v. Sc. 2]; 
*< For Warwick was a dug that fear’d us all:” 
that is, a mon/fer that frighted us all. Bug is a common word, in our 
old poetry, for any frightful appearance. And, in the ancient Englifh 
verfion of the gift Pfalm, “the terrour by night” is rendered ‘* the 
bugge by night.” ‘Topp. 
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And gazers fence with double pleafure fed, 
Hable to heale the ficke, and to revive the ded. 
23: 
In her faire eyes two living lamps did flame, 
Kindled above at th’ hevenly makers light, 
And darted fyrie beames out of the fame, 
So pafling perfant, and fo wondrous bright, 
That quite bereav’d the rafh beholders fight : 
In them the blinded god his luftfull fyre 
To kindle oft affayd, but had no might ; 
For with dredd Majeftie, and awfull yre, 
She broke his wanton darts, and quenched bace defyre. 
24. 
Her yvorie forhead, full of bountie brave, 
Like a broad table did it felfe difpred, 
For Love his loftie triumphes to engrave, 
And write the battailes of his great godhed : 
All good and honour might therein be red, 
For there their dwelling was. And, when fhe {pake, 
Sweete wordes like dropping honny fhe did fhed ; 
And twixt the perles and rubins foftly brake 
A filver found, that heavenly muficke feemd to make. 
Np 


Upon her eyelids many Graces fate,° 


© Upon her eyelids many Graces fate.| So, in Sonnet xls 
<¢ When on each eyelid {weetly do appeare 
«© An hundred Graces as in fhade to fit.” 
And, in a verfe of his “ Pageants,” preferved by E. K. in the notes on 
jute soonep. Cal.” 
«© An hundred Graces on her eyelids {ate :” 
which he drew from a modern Greek poem afcribed to Mufeus. In 
the « Hymne of Beauty ” we find “a thoufand Graces :” 
«¢ Sometimes upon her forehead they behold 
<< A thoufand Graces mafking in delight.” 
The thought of the Graces fitting under the fhade of her eyebrows, is 
exactly like what Taffo fays of Cupid, ‘ Amint.” A. ii. S. 1. 
ef fotto al ombra 
“De le palpebre.” T. Warron- 
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Under the fhadow of her even browes, 
Working belgardes? and amorous retrate ; 
And everie one her with a grace endowes, 
And everie one with meekenefle to her bowes. 
So glorious mirrhour of celeftiall grace, 
And foveraine moniment of mortall vowes, 
How fhall frayle pen defcrive her heavenly face, 
For feare, through want of fkill, her beauty to difgrace? 
26. 

So faire, and thoufand thoufand times more faire, 

She feemd, when fhe prefented was to fight ; 
And was yclad, for heat of fcorching aire, 
Allin a filken Camus® lilly whight, 
Purfled upon with many a folded plight, 
Which all above befprinckled was throughout 
With golden aygulets, that gliftred bright 
Like twinckling ftarres; and all the fkirt about 

Was hemd with golden fringe.’ 


P Working belgardes.| Sweet or~beautiful Jooks. Spenfer ufes the 
fame word in F. Q. iii. ix. 52. ‘T'opp. 

1 Al in a filken Camus.| Spenter fpells it Camis in F, Q. B. v. C. v. 
St. 2, which comes nearer the Fr. chemife. ‘Todd merely calls it «a 
thin tranfparent drefs;”? but it was not neceflarily thin, or tranfparent. 
He adds that “ purfled,” in the next line, means “ wrought, or embroi- 
dered ;” but Upton is wrong when he calls “ aygulets” tagged points: 
they here mean {pangles, as is evident from the context. The fame re- 
mark will apply to “an hood with ag/ets {prad,” of F. Q. B. vi. C. ii. 
St. 5, which Todd again ill explains as tags of a Jace. It is not by any 
means the fame as the “aglet baby ” of Shakefpeare, ‘* Taming of the 
Shrew,”’ A. 1. Sc. 2, which is certainly to be underftood as the metal 
point of a lace, the fame as the ‘¢ aglottes of fylver feyn,” quoted from 
the 25th Coventry Play, in a note in “ Shakefpeare” by Collier, 
vol. il, p. 464. In Spenfer’s text, “ aygulets” is rather to be rendered 
eyelets than tagged points. C. 

"Was hemd with golden fringe.| his is the firft inftance in our 
poet of leaving his verfe imperfect and broken. Other inftances of thefe 
hemiftichs, or half verfes, the reader will find in C. viii. St. Bisa). 
Lav. 39, 90 again, C. visot..20, 

‘«’To feek the fugitive —_—_..”” 
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27/0 

Below her ham her weed did fomewhat trayne, 
And her ftreight legs moft bravely were embayld* 
In gilden bufkins of coftly Cordwayne,' 
All bard with golden bendes, which were entayld* 
With curious antickes, and full fayre aumayld: 
Before, they faftned were under her knee 
In a rich jewell, and therein entrayld 
The ends of all the knots, that none might fee 

How they within their fouldings clofe enwrapped bee: 

One e 

Like two faire marble pillours they were feene, 
Which doe the temple of the Gods fupport, 
Whom all the people decke with girlands greene, 
And honour in their feftivall refort ; 
Thofe fame with ftately grace and princely port 
She taught to tread, when fhe herfelfe would grace ; 
But with the woody Nymphes when fhe did play, 
Or when the flying Libbard fhe did chace, 

She could them nimbly move, and after fly apace. 


But this verfe is thus left only in the old quartos, being filled up in the 
other editions, 
«©'To feeke the fugitive doth farre and nere.” 

There is but one more inftance in this large work, viz. B. ii. C. ix. St. 
Z7 3 UPTON. Lt would be difficult, fays Mr. Church, to fill up this 
hemiftich to any advantage. It is thus fupplied in a copy of the firft 
edition belonging to Thomas Park, Efq. ‘‘ mof? gorgeoufly fet outs” 
which appofite words are written in an old hand, and probably coeval 
with that of the poet. Topp. There exifts no printed authority for 
any addition in this cafe. C. 

S moft bravely were embayld.| Bound up. Fr. emballer s Germ. ein- 
ballen. Upton. 

t bufkins of coftly Cordwayne.] So, in F, Q. vi. ul. 6. * Bufkins he 
wore of coftlieft cordwayne.” The leather prepared at Cordova, or 
Corduba, in Spain, was much in requeft, and was fo called. It is men- 
tioned by Chaucer, and by many fubfequent poets; and Spanifh leather, 
under that name, is ftill employed. The mode of curing it was derived 
from the Moors, who carried it with them into the Peninfula. C3 

u which were entayld.| Engraved, or carved. in the next line, ‘‘ au- 
mayld”’ is examelled; and entrayld,” two lines lower, is twifted. C. 
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29. 
And in her hand a fharpe bore-f{peare fhe held, 
And at her backe a bow and quiver gay, 
Stuft with fteele-headed dartes, wherewith fhe queld 
The falvage beaftes in her victorious play, 
Knit with a golden bauldricke, which forelay 
Athwart her fnowy breft, and did divide 
Her daintie paps; which, like young fruit in May, 
Now little gan to {well, and being tide 
Through her thin weed their places only fignifide. 
302 
Her yellow lockes, crifped like golden wyre, 
About her fhoulders weren loofely fhed, 
And, when the winde emongft them did infpyre, 
They waved like a penon wyde difpred, 
And low behinde her backe were {cattered : 
And, whether art it were or heedleffe hap, 
As through the flouring forreft rafh fhe fled, 
In her rude heares {weet flowres themfelves did lap, 
And flourifhing frefh leaves and bloffomes did enwrap. 
3 
Such as Diana by the fandy fhore 
Of {wift Eurotas, or on Cynthus greene, 
Where all the Nymphes have her unwares forlore, 
Wandreth alone with bow and arrowes keene, 
To feeke her game: Or as that famous Queene 
Of Amazons, whom Pyrrhus did deftroy, 
The day that firft of Priame fhe was feene, 
Did fhew her felfe in great triumphant joy, 
To fuccour the weake ftate of fad afflicted Troy. 
2, 
Such when as hartlefle Trompart her did vew, 
He was difmayed in his coward minde, 
And doubted whether he himfelfe fhould thew, 
Or fly away, or bide alone behinde ; 
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Both feare and hope he in her face did finde ; 
When fhe at laft him fpying thus befpake : 
«¢ Hayle, Groome!* didft not thou fee a bleeding 
Hynde, 
Whofe right haunch earft my ftedfaft arrow ftrake ? 
If thou didft, tell me, that I may her overtake.” 
33° 
Wherewith reviv’d, this anfwere forth he threw: 
“OQ Goddeffe, (for fuch I thee take to bee) 
For nether doth thy face terreftriall fhew, 
Nor voyce found mortall; I avow to thee, 
Such wounded beaft as that I did not fee, 
Sith earft into this forreft wild I came. 
But mote thy goodlyhed forgive it mee, 
To weete which of the gods I fhall thee name, 
That unto thee dew worfhip I may rightly frame.’ 
34: 
To whom fhe thus—but ere her words enfewd, 
Unto the buh her eye did fuddein glaunce, 
In which vaine Braggadocchio was mewd, 
And faw it ftirre: fhe lefte her percing launce, 
‘And towards gan a deadly fhafte advaunce, 
In mind to marke the beaft. At which fad ftowre 
Trompart forth ftept to ftay the mortall chaunce, 
Out crying ; “©O! what ever hevenly powre, 
Or earthly wight thou be, withhold this deadly howre. 
oe 
«O! ftay thy hand; for yonder is no game 
For thy fiers arrowes, them to eXerclZze 5 
But loe! my Lord, my liege, whofe warlike name 


« Hayle, Groome.| Young man. See Skinner, V. Groome. See alfo 
Cotgrave’s Fr. Did. V. Valet, «* A groome, yeoman, or houfehold fer- 
vant of the meaner fort. In old time it was a more honourable title ; 
for all young gentlemen, untill they came to be eighteene yeares of age, 
were, as at this day batchelers in Britaine are, tearmed fo.” ‘Topp. 
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Is far renowmd through many bold emprize ;’ 
And now in fhade he fhrowded yonder lies.” 
She ftaid: with that he crauld out of his neft, 
Forth creeping on his caitive hands and thies ; 
And ftanding ftoutly up his lofty creft 
Did fiercely fhake, and rowze as comming late from retft. 
Ge 
As fearfull fowle, that long in fecret cave 
For dread of foring hauke her felfe hath hid, 
Not caring how, her filly life to fave, 
She her gay painted plumes diforderid ; 
Seeing at laft her felfe from daunger rid, 
Peepes forth, and foone renews her native pride: 
She gins her feathers fowle disfigured 
Prowdly to prune, and fett on every fide; 
She fhakes off fhame, ne thinks how erft the did her hide. 
37: 
So when her goodly vifage he beheld, 
He gan himfelfe to vaunt: but, when he vewd 
Thofe deadly tooles which in her hand fhe held, 
Soone into other fitts he was tranf{mewd, 
Till fhe to him her gracious {peach renewd : 
‘All haile, Sir knight! and well may thee befall, 
As all the like, which honor have purfewd 
Through deeds of armes and proweffe martiall. 
All vertue merits praife, but fuch the moft of all.” 
Ro. 
To whom he thus: ‘“O faireft under fkie ! 
Trew be thy words, and worthy of thy praife, 
That warlike feats doeft higheft glorifie. 


Y through many bold emprize.| Jortin, not without fome fhow of 
reafon, would read <* through many a bold emprize ;”’ but we do not 
take upon ourfelves to amend the old text, and it is poflible that Spenfer 
intended ‘*emprize’’ to be taken as the plural “ through many bold 
emprizes;.’ Oi 


EE 
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GF THE FABRIE, QUEENE. 
Therein I have fpent all my youthly daies, 


And many battailes fought and many fraies 
Throughout the world, wher fo they might be found, 
Endevoring my dreaded name to raife 
Above the Moone, that fame may it refound 

In her eternall tromp, with laurell girlond cround. 


39: 
«But what art thou, O Lady! which doeft raunge 
In this wilde foreft, where no pleafure is, 
And doeft not it for joyous court exchaunge, 
Emongft thine equall peres, where happy blis 
And all delight does raigne, much more then this? 
There thou maift love, and dearly loved be, 
And fwim in pleafure, which thou here doeft mis ; 
There maift thou beft be feene, and beft maitft fee: 
The wood is fit for beafts, the ‘court is fitt for thee.” 
40. 
«Who fo in pompe of prowd eftate” (qd. fhe) 
<< Does fwim, and bathes him felfe in courtly blis, 
Does watte his daies in darke obfcuritee, 
And in oblivion ever buried is; 
Where eafe abownds yt’s eath to doe amis :’ 
But who his limbs with labours, and his mynd 
Behaves with cares,* cannot fo eafy mis. 
Abroad in armes, at home in ftudious kynd, 
Who feekes with painfull toile fhall honor fooneft fynd: 
Bigs 
‘© In woods, in waves, in warres, fhe wonts to dwell, 


2 yt’s eath to doe amis.| It is eafy to do amils; “‘ uneath” is wzea/y, 
or dificult. Sees ohep,-Cal.ie Vole. p.2.103, 
‘«‘ Eche thing imparted is more eath to beare.” C. 
® Behaves with cares.] Here is an inftance of “ behaves” ufed in its 
primitive fenfe, Germ. haben, A. S. habban, sehabban, to paffe/s, ufe, or 
occupy: Somn. ‘* Who behaves, employes, ufes, &c. his limbs with labour, 


and his mind with cares,” i. e. with /iudy, and thought; as cura is ufed 
in Latin. Upron. 
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And wilbe found with perill and with paine ; 
Ne can the man that moulds in ydle cell 
Unto her happy manfion attaine : 
Before her gate high God did Sweate ordaine, 
And wakefull watches ever to abide ; 
But eafy is the way and paflage plaine 
To pleafures pallace: it may foone be fpide, 

And day and night her dores to all ftand open wide. 

42. 

“‘ In Princes court”—The reft fhe would have fayd, 
But that the foolifh man, fild with delight 
Of her fweete words that all his fence difmayd, 
And with her wondrous beauty ravifht quight, 
Gan burne in filthy luft; and, leaping light, 
Thought in his baftard armes her to embrace. 
With that fhe, fwarving backe, her Javelin bright 
Again{ft him bent, and fiercely did menace : 


So turned her about, and fled away apace. 


43- 
Which when the Pefaunt faw, amazd he ftood, 
And grieved at her flight; yet durft he not 
Purfew her fteps through wild unknowen wood: 
Befides he feard her wrath, and threatned fhott, 
Whiles in the bufh he lay, not yet forgott: 
Ne car’d he greatly for her prefence vayne, 
But turning faid to Trompart; ‘ What fowle blott 
Is this to knight, that Lady fhould agayne 


Depart to woods untoucht, and leave fo proud difdayne.” 


44. 

«« Perdy,” (faid Trompart) “ lett her pas at will, 
Leaft by her prefence daunger mote befall ; 
For who can tell (and fure I feare it ill) 

But that fhee is fome powre celettiall ? 
For whiles fhe fpake her great words did appall 
My feeble corage, and my heart oppreffe, 
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That yet I quake and tremble over all.’ 
“« And I,” (faid Braggadocchio) “ thought no leffe, 
When firft I heard her horn found with fuch ghaftlineffe. 
45. 
‘«‘ or from my mothers wombe this grace [have 
Me given by eternall deftiny, 
That earthly thing may not my corage brave 
Difmay with feare, or caufe on foote to flye,” 
But either hellith feends, or powres on hye: 
Which was the caufe, when earft that horne I heard, 
Weening it had beene thunder in the fkye, 
I hid my felfe from it, as one affeard ; 
But, when I other knew, my felf I boldly reard. 
46. 
“‘ But now, for feare of worfe that may betide, 
Let us foone hence depart.” They foone agree: 
So to his fteed he gott, and gan to ride 
As one unfitt therefore, that all might fee 
He had not trayned bene in chevalree. 
Which well that valiaunt courfer did difcerne ; 
For he defpifd to tread in dew degree, 
But chaufd and fom’d with corage fiers and fterne, 
And to be eafd of that bafe burden ftill did erne.* 


b or caufe on foote to flye.| Some ambiguity 1s produced here by the 
fpelling of ome “on,” which was by no means unufual. We mutt un- 
derftand the fpeaker to mean “ or caufe ove foote to flye ;” and fo Todd 
and other modern editors have printed without notice: it is, however, 
<< one foote” in the folio 1611. C. 

¢ fill did erne.] i.e. ftill did yearn, or long for: the word is fometimes 
fpelt «‘erne,” as here, but oftener earze (from whence earne/?) and in 
modern times “yearn.”’ It is from the A. S. yrzan, meaning fimply 
to rum s and hence to run after, to purfue with anxiety. Shakefpeare 
ufes the verb to ** yearn” in the fenfe of to grieve, or vex—*‘ It yearns 
me not, “Ks Henry V.7 A. iv. Sc. 35 and Robert Greene, as fhown 
in a note on that paflage, (Collier’s ‘‘ Shakefp.” iii. 610) ufes the epithet 
< yearnfull,” for grief-full. The etymology appears to be the fame; 
and Richardfon gives as one fenfe of * yearn” to be grievou/ly affected: 
he there fpells the A. S. verb, not yrnan, but gyrman: they are in truth 
the fame word. In Spenfer, “erne,” of the 4to. 1590, became yerneé 


in the folio1611. C. 


CANTO IV. 


Guyon does Furor bind in chaines, 
And ftops occafion: 
Delivers Phaon,* and therefore 


By firife is rayld uppon. 


13 

eM N brave pourfuitt of honorable deed, 
Ss) There is I know not (what) great dif- 
; ee ference 
| , Betweene the vulgar and the noble feed, 
SA Which unto things of valorous pretence 

Seemes to be borne by native influence ; 

As feates of armes, and love to entertaine: 

But chiefly {kill to ride feemes a {cience 

Proper to gentle blood: fome others faine 
To menage fteeds, as did this vaunter, but in vaine. 

2. 

But he, the rightfull owner of that fteede, 

Who well could menage and fubdew his pride, 

The whiles on foot was forced for to yeed 

With that blacke Palmer, his moft trufty guide, 

Who {uffred not his wandring feete to flide ; 

But when ftrong paflion, or weake flethlineffe, 

Would from the right way feeke to draw him wide, 


* Delivers Phaon.] This is the reading of the firft edition. See alfo 
St. 36. The fecond edition reads Phedon, and is followed by every 
fubfequent old edition. ‘Topp. 
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He would, through temperaunce and ftedfaftneffe, 

Teach him the weak to ftrengthen, and the ftrong fup- 
preffe. 
0 

It fortuned, forth faring on his way, 

He faw from far, or feemed for to fee, 

Some troublous uprore or contentious fray, 

Whereto he drew in haft it to agree. 

A mad man, or that feigned mad to bee, 

Drew by the heare along upon the grownd 

A handfom ftripling with great crueltee, 

Whom fore he bett, and gor’d with many a wownd, 
That cheekes with teares, and fydes with blood, did all 

abownd. 
4. 

And him behynd a wicked Hag did ftalke, 

In ragged robes and filthy difaray ; 

Her other leg was lame,” that fhe no’te walke, 

But on a ftaffe her feeble fteps did ftay : 

Her lockes, that loathly were and hoarte gray, 

Grew all afore, and loofly hong unrold ; 

But all behinde was bald, and worne away, 

That none thereof could ever taken hold ; 
And eke her face ill-favour’d, full of wrinckles old. 


ia 
And ever as fhe went her toung did walke 
In fowle reproch, and termes of vile defpight, 
Provoking him, by her outrageous talke, 
To heape more vengeance on that wretched wight : 
Sometimes fhe raught him ftones,° wherwith to {mite, 


b Her other leg was lame.) Literally from Homer, I]. 6. 217. 
Boarnds env, yw.d3 0 Erecoy woda. Upron. ‘That fhe no’te walke”’ 
ought properly, as elfewhere, to be printed “ n’ote walke,” meaning we 
wote to walk, or knew not how to walk. C. 

© Sometimes fhe raught him ftones.] i.e. fhe reached him, or brought 
to him ftones. We have had “ raught” fo ufed before, p. T20.' Cc. 
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Sometimes her ftaffe, though it her one leg were, 
Withouten which fhe could not goe upright ; 
Ne any evill meanes fhe did forbeare, 
That might him move to wrath, and indignation reare. 
6. 
The noble Guyon, mov’d with great remorfe, 
Approching, firft the Hag did thruft away ; 
And after, adding more impetuous forfe, 
His mighty hands did on the madman lay, 
And pluckt him backe; who, all on fire ftreight way, 
Againft him turning all his fell intent, 
With beaftly brutifh rage gan him affay, 
And {mott, and bitt, and kickt, and {cratcht, and rent, 
And did he wift not what in his avengement. 
a 
And fure he was a man of mickle might, 
Had he had governaunce it well to guyde ; 
But, when the frantick fitt inflamd his fpright, 
His force was vaine, and ftrooke more often wyde, 
Then at the aymed marke which he had eyde: 
And oft himfelfe he chaunft to hurt unwares, 
Whyleft reafon, blent through paffion, nought de- 
{cryde ;° 
But, as a blindfold Bull, at randon fares,° 
And where he hits nought knowes, and whom he hurts 
nought cares. 
8. 
His rude aflault and rugged handeling 
Straunge feemed to the knight, that aye with foe 


1 Whyleft reafon, blent through paffion, nought defcryde.| Cicero 
thus defines furor, viz. ‘ Mentis ad omnia cecitas,” “ Tufc. Difput.” 
ili. 5. Upron. <‘ Blent” is d/inded s from the A.S. blinnan. Of courfe 
“‘ whyleit”’ is to be read in the time of a monofyllable; and it is whil/# 
in later editions. C. 

° at randon fares.| At random goes, as we now write it; but random 


was perhaps older: fee note to “Shep. Cal.” vol. i. p. 57. C. 
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In fayre defence and goodly menaging 

Of armes was wont to fight; yet nathemoe 
Was he abafhed now, not fighting fo ; 

But more enfierced through his currifh play, 
Him fternly grypt, and hailing to and fro, 
To overthrow him ftrongly did affay, 


But overthrew him felfe unwares, and lower lay: 


And being downe the ville fore did beate 
And bruze with clownifh fiftes his manly face ; 
And eke the Hag, with many a bitter threat, 
Still cald upon to kill him in the place. 
With whofe reproch, and odious menace, 
The knight emboyling in his haughtie hart 
Knitt all his forces, and gan foone unbrace 
His grafping hold: fo lightly did upftart, 
And drew his deadly weapon to maintaine his part. 
IO. 
Which when the Palmer faw, he loudly cryde, 
<< Not fo, O Guyon! never thinke that fo 
That Monfter can be maiftred or deftroyd : 
He is not, ah! he is not fuch a foe, 
As fteele can wound, or ftrength can overthroe. 
That fame is Furor, curfed cruel wight, 
That unto knighthood workes much fhame and woe; 
And that fame Hag, his aged mother, hight 
Occafion ; the roote of all wrath and defpight. 
Vite 
«¢ With her, whofo will raging Furor tame, 
Mutt firft begin, and well her amenage : 
Firft her reftraine from her reprochfull blame 
And evill meanes, with which fhe doth enrage 
Her frantick fonne, and kindles his corage ; 
Then, when fhe is withdrawne or ftrong withftood, 
It’s eath his ydle fury to afwage, 
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And calme the tempeft of his paffion wood : 
The bankes are overflowne when ftopped is the flood.” 
ie 
Therewith Sir Guyon left his firft emprife, 
And, turning to that woman, faft her hent 
By the hoare lockes that hong before her eyes, 
And to the ground her threw: yet n’ould fhe ftent 
Her bitter rayling and foule revilement, 
But ftill provokt her fonne to wreake her wrong ; 
But natheleffe he did her ftill torment, 
And, catching hold of her ungratious tonge* 
Thereon an yron lock did faften firme and ftrong. 
13 
Then, whenas ufe of {peach was from her reft, 
With her two crooked handes fhe fignes did make, 
And beckned him, the laft help fhe had left ; 
But he that laft left helpe away did take, 
And both her handes faft bound unto a ftake, 
That fhe note ftirre.¢ Then gan her fonne to flye 
Full faft away, and did her quite forfake ; 
But Guyon after him in haft did hye, 
And foone him overtooke in fad perplexitye. 
I4. 
In his {trong armes he ftifly him embrafte, 
Who him gainftriving nought at all prevaild ; 
For all his power was utterly defafte, 
And furious fitts at earft quite weren quaild: 


t ber ungratious tonge.| It may deferve noting that whereas in the 
edit. 1590 this word ftands tomgue, it is amended to ‘‘ tonge” in the 
errata at the end, as if tomguwe did not at that time afford the rhyme 
required. ‘T’odd tells us that ‘* tonge” was fubfequently printed tong s 
but this is a miftake, for in the folio 1611 he would have feen that it 
ftands, as in the 4to. 1590, tonmgue. C. 

& That fhe note fiirre.| ‘* Note” is printed without the apoftrophe 
in the old copies; but Todd added it, and in the wrong place, as we 
have before fhown: if the apoftrophe be inferted, it ought not to be 
“no’te,” but #’ofe, the abridgment for ze wote, i.e. knew nothow. C. 
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Oft he re’nforft, and oft his forces fayld, 


Yet yield he would not, nor his rancor flack. 
Then him to ground he caft, and rudely hayld, 
And both his hands faft bound behind his backe, 
And both his feet in fetters to an yron racke. 
ne. 
With hundred yron chaines he did him bind, 
And hundred knots, that did him fore conftraine ; 
Yet his great yron teeth he ftill did grind 
And grimly gnafh, threatning revenge in vaine: 
His burning eyen, whom bloody ftrakes did ftaine, 
Stared full wide, and threw forth f{parkes of fyre ; 
And more for ranck defpight then for great paine, 
Shakt his long locks colourd like copper-wyre, 
And bitt his tawny beard to fhew his raging yre. 
F6.0° 
Thus whenas Guyon Furor had captivd, 
Turning about he faw that wretched Squyre, 
Whom that mad man of life nigh late deprivd, 
Lying on ground, all foild with blood and myre: 
Whom whenas he perceived to refpyre, 
He gan to comfort, and his woundes to dreffe. 
Being at laft recured, he gan inquyre 
What hard mifhap him brought to fuch diftreffe, 
And made that caytives thrall, the thrall of wretchedneffe. 
ry, 
With hart then throbbing, and with watry eyes, 
“< Fayre Sir” (qd. he)" *‘ what man can fhun the hap, 


h <¢ Fayre Sir” (qd. he), &c.| The following ftory, which this young 
man tells, is taken from the fifth book of * Orlando Furiofo.” Harington, 
who tranflated Ariofto, [in 1591] mentions that this ftory too was written 
by Mr.’Turberville. Part of the tale Shakefpeare has formed into his play, 
called «* Much Ado about Nothing.”” Upron. If Turberville tranflated 
the ftory his poem has been loft, unlefs Sir John Harington confounded 
Peter Beverley with Turberville: Beverley rendered “ Ariodante and 
Geneura” into Englifh, and it was licenfed for the prefs in 1565, and 
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That hidden lyes unwares him to furpryfe? 
Misfortune waites advantage to entrap 
The man moft wary in her whelming lap: 
So me weake wretch, of many weakeft wretch, 
Unweeting and unware of fuch mifhap, 
She brought to mifchiefe through her guilful trech, 
Where this fame wicked villein did me wandring ketch.’ 
oe 
“It was a faithleffe Squire, that was the fourfe 
Of all my forrow and of thefe fad teares, 
With whom from tender dug of commune nourfe 
Attonce I was upbrought ; and eft, when yeares 
More rype us reafon lent to chofe our Peares, 
Our felves in league of vowed love wee knitt ; 
In which we long time, without gealous feares ~ 
Or faultie* thoughts, contynewd as was fitt ; 
And for my part I vow diffembled not a whitt. 
1g. 
«It was my fortune, commune to that age, 


To love a Lady fayre of great degree, 


printed by Thomas Eaft for Francis Coldocke foon afterwards (‘ Extr. 
from the Stationers’ Regifters,” i. 140); and again, if Warton be cor- 
rect, in the fame year in which ** Much Ado about Nothing” came out, 
viz. 1600. This ftatement is, however, to be doubted, and no fuch 
edition is known. C., 

i did me wandring ketch.] Where we can do fo, we always prefer the 
text of the oldeft impreffion, which we here give; but the 4to. 1596 
(followed by the folios) alters the four laft lines thus :— 

<< So me weake wretch, of many weakeft one, 
Unweeting and unware of fuch mifhap 
She brought to mifchiefe through occafion, 
Where this fame wicked villein did me light upon.” 


Various editors have followed various methods, fome preferring a text 
made up of the two impreflions ; but we fee no fuch obvious and abfolute 
improvement in the paflage fubftituted, as to induce us to abandon the 
principle on which we have hitherto proceeded. We place both verfions 
before our readers, and leave them to judge as to the preference. C. 

k Or faultie.| In the folios this paflage is thus corrupted, ‘‘ Our 
faultie,’ &c. ‘Topp. 
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The which was borne of noble parentage, 
And fet in higheft feat of dignitee, 
Yet feemd no leffe to love then loved to bee: 
Long I her ferv’d, and found her faithfull ftill, 
Ne ever thing could caufe us difagree. 
Love, that two harts makes one, makes eke one will; 
Each ftrove to pleafe, and others pleafure to fulfill. 
20. 
«< My friend, hight Philemon, I did partake 
Of all my love and all my privitie ; 
Who greatly joyous feemed for my fake, 
And gratious to that Lady as to mee ; 
Ne ever wight that mote fo welcome bee 
As he to her, withouten blott or blame ; 
Ne ever thing that fhe could think or fee, 
But unto him fhe would impart the fame. 
O wretched man, that would abufe fo gentle Dame! 
on 
“«¢ At laft fuch grace I found, and meanes I wrought, 
That I that Lady to my fpoufe had wonne ; 
Accord of friendes, confent of Parents fought, 
Affyaunce made, my happineffe begonne, 
There wanted nought but few rites to be donne, 
Which mariage make: that day too farre did feeme. 
Moft joyous man, on whom the fhining Sunne 
Did fhew his face, myfelfe I did efteeme, 
And that my falfer friend did no lefs joyous deeme. 
2.2. 
‘“¢ But ear that wifhed day his beame difclofd, 
He, either envying my toward good, 
Or of him felfe to treafon ill difpofd, 
One day unto me came in friendly mood, 
And told for fecret, how he underftood 
That Lady, whom I had to me affynd, 
Had both diftaind her honorable blood, 
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And eke the faith which fhe to me did bynd; 

And therefore wifht me ftay, till I more truth fhould fynd. 

23. 

« The gnawing anguifh, and fharp gelofy, 

Which his fad {peach infixed in my brett, 
Ranckled fo fore, and feftred inwardly, 

That my engreeved mind could find no reft, 
Till that the truth thereof I did out wreft ; 
And him befought, by that fame facred band 
Betwixt us both, to counfell me the beft: 

He then with folemne oath and plighted hand 

Affurd, ere long the truth to let me underftand. 

24. 

«Ere long with like againe he boorded mee,’ 
Saying, he now had boulted all the floure,™ 
And that it was a groome of bafe degree, 
Which of my love was partener Paramoure : 
Who ufed in a darkefome inner bowre 
Her oft to meete: which better to approve, 
He promifed to bring me at that howre, 

When I fhould fee that would me nearer move, 

And drive me to withdraw my blind abufed love. 

oe 

“ This gracelefle man, for furtherance of his guile, 
Did court the handmayd of my Lady deare, 
Who, glad t’ embofome his affection vile, 

Did all fhe might more pleafing to appeare. 
One day, to worke her to his will more neare, 


| Ere long with like againe he boorded mee.| He accoffed, or addreffed 
me—literally, came up to my fide. C. 

m Saying, be now had boulted all the floure.| Had fifted the whole 
affair ; bo/ted it all to the very bran. Chaucer, “‘ Nonnes Pr. T.” 1281, 

«* But I ne cannot 4Jou/te it to the brenne.” 

That is, I cannot //ft it, examine it thoroughly. Hence comes do/ting, 
an exercife of Gray’s Inn, fo named from fifting or examining into fome 
law points. Upron. 


Ct: THE FAERIE QUEENE. 5a 


He woo’d her thus; Pryene, (fo fhe hight, ) 
What great defpight doth fortune to thee beare, 
Thus lowly to abafe thy beautie bright, 
That it fhould not deface all others leffer light ? 
26. 
‘‘ But if fhe had her leaft helpe to thee lent, 
T° adorne thy forme according thy defart, 
Their blazing pride thou wouldeft foone have blent, 
And ftaynd their prayfes with thy leaft good part ; 
Ne fhould faire Claribell with all her art, 
Tho’ fhe thy Lady be, approch thee neare: 
For proofe thereof, this evening, as thou art, 
Aray thyfelfe in her moft gorgeous geare, 
That I may more delight in thy embracement deare. 
27. 
“The Mayden, proud through praife and mad through 
love, 
Him hearkned to, and foone her felfe arayd, 
The whiles to me the treachour did remove 
His craftie engin; and, as he had fayd, 
Me leading, in a fecret corner layd, 
The fad fpectatour of my Tragedie: 
Where left, he went, and his owne falfe part playd, 
Difguifed like that groome of bafe degree, 
Whom he had feignd th’ abufer of my love to bee. 
28. 
‘“« Eftfoones he came unto th’ appointed place, 
And with him brought Pryene, rich arayd, 
In Claribellaes clothes. Her proper face 
I not defcerned in that darkefome fhade, 
But weend it was my love with whom he playd. 
Ah God! what horrour and tormenting griefe 
My hart, my handes, mine eles, and all affayd! 
Me liefer were ten thoufand deathes priefe 
Then wounde of gealous worme, and fhame of fuch re- 
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29. 
“T home retourning, feanght with fowle defpight, 
And chawing vengeaunce all the way I went, 
Soone as my loathed love appeard in fight, 
With wrathfull hand I flew her, innocent, 
That after foone I dearely did lament ; 
For, when the caufe of that outrageous deede 
Demaunded, I made plaine and evident, 
Her faultie Handmayd, which that bale did breede, 
Confeft how Philemon her wrought to chaunge her weede. 
go: 
‘© Which when I heard, with horrible affright 
And hellifh fury all enragd, I fought 
Upon myfelfe that vengeable defpight 
To punifh: yet it better firft I thought 
To wreake my wrath on him that firft it wrought : 
To Philemon, falfe faytour Philemon, 
- I caft to pay that I fo dearely bought. 
Of deadly drugs I gave him drinke anon, 
And wafht away his guilt with guilty potion. 
B1% 
‘¢ Thus heaping crime on crime, and griefe on griefe, 
To loffe of love adjoyning loffe of frend, 
I meant to purge both with a third mifchiefe, 
And in my woes beginner it to end: 
That was Pryene; fhe did firft offend, 
She laft fhould {mart: with which cruell intent, 
When I at her my murdrous blade did bend, 
She fled away with ghaftly dreriment, 
And I, pourfewing my fell purpofe, after went. 
ROK 
‘“¢ Weare gave her winges, and rage enforft my flight ; 
Through woods and plaines fo long I did her chace, 
Till this mad man, whom your victorious might 
Hath now faft bound, me met in middle fpace. 
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As I her, fo he me pourfewd apace, 
And fhortly overtooke: I, breathing yre, 
Sore chauffed at my ftay in fuch a cace, 
And with my heat kindled his cruell fyre ; 
Which kindled once, his mother did more rage infpyre. 


‘“« Betwixt them both they have me doen to dye, 
Through wounds, and ftrokes, and ftubborne handeling, 
That death were better then fuch agony 
As griefe and fury unto me did bring ; 

Of which in me yet ftickes the mortall fting, 

That during life will never be appeafd !” 

When he thus ended had his forrowing, 

Said Guyon; ‘‘ Squyre, fore have ye beene difeafd ; 

But all your hurts may foone through temperance be eafd.” 

34. ° 
Then gan the Palmer thus; ‘“‘ Moft wretched man, 
That to affections does the bridle lend! 
In their beginning they are weake and wan, 
But foone through fuff’rance growe to fearefull end : 
Whiles they are weake, betimes with them contend ; 
For, when they once to perfect ftrength do grow, 
Strong warres they make, and cruell battry bend 
Gainft fort of Reafon, it to overthrow: 

Wrath, gelofy, griefe, love, this Squyre have laide thus low. 


«Wrath, gealofie, griefe, love, do thus expell : 
Wrath is a fire; and gealofie a weede ; 
Griefe is a flood; and love a montfter fell ; 
The fire of fparkes, the weede of little feede, 
The flood of drops, the Monfter filth did breede : 
But {parks, feed, drops, and filth, do thus delay ; 
The fparks foone quench, the fpringing feed outweed, 
The drops dry up, and filth wipe cleane away : 

So fhall wrath, gealofy, griefe, love, die and decay.” 
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6. 

“Unlucky Squire,” “aid Guyer) < fith thou haft 
Falne into mifchiefe through intemperaunce, 
Henceforth take heede of that thou now haft paft, 
And guyde thy waies with warie governaunce, 
Leaft worfe betide thee by fome later chaunce. 
But read how art thou nam’d, and of what kin?” 
«¢ Phaon I hight,” (quoth he) ‘‘and do advaunce 
Mine aunceftry from famous Coradin, 


Who firft to rayfe our houfe to honour did begin.” 


oT 
Thus as he fpake, lo! far away they {pyde 
A Varlet ronning towardes hattily, 
Whofe flying feet fo faft their way applyde, 
That round about a cloud of duft did fly, 
Which, mingled all with fweate, did dim his eye. 
He foone approched, panting, breathleffe, whot, 
And all fo foyld that none could him defcry : 
His countenaunce was bold, and bafhed not 
For Guyons lookes, but fcornefull eyglaunce at him fhot. 
BS. 
Behind his backe he bore a brafen fhield, 
On which was drawen faire, in colours fit, 
A flaming fire in midft of bloody field, 
And round about the wreath this word was writ," 
Burnt I doe burne. Right well befeemed it 
To be the fhield of fome redoubted knight ; 
And in his hand two dartes, exceeding flit 
And deadly fharp, he held, whofe heads were dight 
In poyfon and in blood of malice and defpight. 


n And round about the wreath this word was writ.] This motto, as 
Mr. Church obferves. Hughes’s fecond edition, and Tonfon’s edition 
of 1758, read “ thefe words were writ.” But this obtrufive emendation 
is unneceflary. ‘Topp. It is “‘ this word” in every ancient impreffion 


from) 1s9ome161ik SiC, 
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405 
When he in prefence came, to Guyon firft 
He boldly fpake; <* Sir knight, if knight thou bee, 
Abandon this foreftalled place at erft, 
For feare of further harme, I counfell thee ; 
Or bide the chaunce at thine owne jeopardee.” 
The knight at his great boldneffe wondered ; 
And, though he {corn’d his ydle vanitee, 
Yet mildly him to purpofe anfwered ; 
For not to grow of nought he it conjectured. 
40. 
‘“‘ Varlet, this place moft dew to me I deeme, 
Yielded by him that held it forcibly : 
But whence fhold come that harme, which thou doft 
feeme 
To threat to him that mindes his chaunce t’ abye ?”’° 
“< Perdy,” (fayd he) “ here comes, and is hard by, 
A knight of wondrous powre and great afflay, 
That never yet encountred enemy 
But did him deadly daunt, or fowle difmay ; 
Ne thou for better hope, if thou his prefence ftay.” 
| Uw 
« How hight he then,” (fayd Guyon) “ and from 
whence ?” 
«< Pyrochles is his name, renowmed farre 
For his bold feates and hardy confidence, 
Full oft approvd in many a cruell warre ; 
The brother of Cymochles; both which arre 
The fonnes of old Acrates and Defpight ; 
Acrates, fonne of Phlegeton and Jarre ; 
But Phlegeton is fonne of Herebus and Night ; 
But Herebus fonne of Aeternitie is hight. 
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° bis chaunce t abye.| To “abye” and to abide were ufed almoft 
indifferently by our old poets: to aby the chance is to await the iffue. C. 
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42. 
“© So from immortall race he does proceede, 
That mortall hands may not withftand his might, 
Drad for his derring doe? and bloody deed ; 
For all in blood and fpoile is his delight. 
His am I Atin, his in wrong and right, 
That matter make for him to worke upon, 
And ftirre him up to ftrife and cruell fight. 
Fly therefore, fly this fearefull ftead anon, 
Leaft thy foolhardize worke thy fad confufion.” 
43. 

«© His be that care, whom moft it doth concerne,” 
(Sayd he) “ but whether with fuch hafty flight 
Art thou now bownd? for well mote I difcerne 
Great caufe, that carries thee fo {wifte and light.” 
«My Lord,” (qd. he) “‘ me fent, and ftreight behight 
To feeke Occafion, where fo fhe bee :4 
For he is all difpofd to bloody fight, 

And breathes out wrath and hainous crueltee: 


Hard is his hap that firft fals in his jeopardee.” 


44. 

«© Mad man,” (faid then the Palmer) “that does feeke 
Occafion to wrath, and caufe of ftrife: 
Shee comes unfought, and fhonned followes eke. 
Happy! who can abftaine, when Rancor rife 
Kindles Revenge, and threats his rufty knife. 
Woe never wants where every caufe is caught ; 
And rafh Occafion makes unquiet life !” 


P Drad for his derring doe.| 1. e. dreaded for his daring atchieve- 
ments... see,vol. 1. ps 117, cee Ce 

4 To feeke Occafion, where fo foe bee.| It was the cuftom of our old 
poets to make the terminations tzom and /fon either one fyllable or two 
fyllables, according to the requirements of the line. It is hardly neceffary 
to mention this fact, and not at all neceflary to prove it by examples. 
In the feventh line of the very next ftanza ‘* Occafion”’ is only a trifyl- 


lable, /iow being there only one fyllable. C. 
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“Then loe! wher bound fhe fits, whom thou haft 
fought,” 
Said Guyon: “let that meflage to thy Lord be brought.” 
Anne 
That when the varlett ei faw, ftreight way 
He wexed wondrous wroth, and faid; ‘‘ Vile knight, 
That knights and knighthood doeft with fhame upbray, 
And fhewft th’ enfample of thy childifhe might, 
With filly weake old woman that did fight !' 
Great glory and gay fpoile,° fure, haft thou gott, 
And ftoutly prov’d thy puiffaunce here in fight. 
That fhall Pyrochles well requite, I wott, 
And with thy blood abolifh fo reprochfull blott.” 
46. 
With that one of his thrillant darts he threw,' 
Headed with yre and vengeable defpight. 
The quivering fteele his aymed end wel knew, 
And to his breft it felfe intended right : 
But he was wary, and, ere it empight 
In the meant marke, advaunft his fhield atweene, 
On which it feizing no way enter might, 
But backe rebownding left the forckhead keene: 
Eftfoones he fled away, and might no where be feene. 


t that did fight.| Thefe words are altered in the edit. 1596 to “* thus 
to fight ;” but nothing is gained by the, apparently arbitrary, change, 
and we adhere to the ancient text. C. 

° Great glory and gay fpoile.] Church thought it neceflary to ftate, 
and Todd to repeat, in a diftinét note, that this fentence was ‘¢ ironically 
fpoken.” Defoe, it is faid, was punifhed becaufe fome of his readers did 
not underftand irony; but furely Spenfer’s irony is obvious enough. C. 

t his thrillant darts he threw.) To “thrill” and to dri// are the 
fame word, and mean, of courfe, to pierce through: “ thrillant”’ is 
Spenfer’s mode of forming the participle. A.S. thirlian became dri/lan 
in Dutch. Chaucer writes the word thir/, and thirled. C. 
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Pyrochles does with Guyon fight, 
And Furors chayne untyes, 

Who him fore wounds: whiles Atin to 
Cymochles for ayd flyes.* 


re, 
22 FTO ever doth to temperaunce apply 
<4 His ftedfaft life, and all his actions frame, 


Truft me, fhal find no greater enimy 

Then ftubborne perturbation to the fame; 

To which right wel the wife doe give 
that-name, 

For it the goodly peace of ftaied mindes 


Does overthrow,” and troublous warre proclame: 


@ Cymochles for ayd flyes.| This is the reading of the firft edition, 
[excepting that the edit. 1590 fpells the name Gymochles]: the fecond 
edition reads, 

<¢ And Furors chayne wzbinds: 
<< Of whome fore hurt, for his revenge 
«¢ Atin Cymochles fizds.”’ ‘Topp. 

b Does overthrow.] Perturbatio, a perturbando ; for it does overthrow 
the peace of the mind. ‘To which right well the wife do give that 
name.” See Cicero, “* Tufc. Difp.” iii. 11. ‘ Perturbatio, animi motus, 
vel rationis expers, vel rationem afpernans, vel rationi non obediens : 
ifque motus aut boni aut mali opinione excitatur.’ Again, iv. 15. 
<< Perturbationes, que funt turbidi animorum concitatique motus, averfi 
A ratione, et inimiciflimi menti viteque tranquille.” See alfo “ De Finib.” 
iii. 11, where we find the four perturbations here charaéterized by 
Spenfer; egritudo, 1. e. forrow and difcomfort, exemplified in the mo- 
ther of the Babe with the bloody hand; formido, in Braggadocchio and 
Trompart ; /ibido, in Cymochles and Acrafia ; noovy, i. e. Letitia, feu 
geftientis animi elatio voluptuaria, in Phedria. Upron. 
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His owne woes author, who fo bound it findes, 
As did Pyrochles, and it wilfully unbindes. 
2. 
After that varlets flight, it was not long 
Ere on the plaine faft pricking Guyon fpide 
One in bright armes embatteiled full ftrong, 
That, as the funny beames do glaunce and glide 
Upon the trembling wave, fo fhined bright, 
And round about him threw forth {parkling fire, 
That feemd him to enflame on every fide: 
His fteed was bloody red, and fomed yre, 
When with the maiftring {pur he did him roughly ftire. 
oF 
Approching nigh, he never ftaid to greete, 
Ne chaffar words,° prowd corage to provoke, 
But prickt fo fiers, that underneath his feete 
The fmouldring duft did rownd about him fmoke, 
Both horfe and man nigh able for to choke ; 
And fayrly couching his fteeleheaded fpeare, 
Him firft faluted with a fturdy ftroke: 
It booted nought Sir Guyon, comming neare, 
To thincke fuch hideous puiffaunce on foot to beare ; 
4. 
But lightly fhunned it; and, pafling by, 
With his bright blade did {mite at him fo fell, 
That the fharpe fteele, arriving forcibly 
On his broad fhield, bitt not, but glauncing fell 
On his horfe necke before the quilted fell, 
And from the head the body fundred quight. 
So him difmounted low he did compell 
On foot with him to matchen equall fight: 
The truncked beaft faft bleeding did him fowly dight. 


© Ne chaffar words.] Nor exchange words: to “ chaffar,” or chaffer, 
is to buy and fell; and the earlieft buying and felling was by the ex- 
change of commodities. ‘ Chaffar” has been derived from A.S. ceapan, 
or cypan, which is now kaufen in German. Cc 
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Sore bruzed with the fall he flow uprofe, 
And all enraged thus him loudly fhent ;° 
“* Difleall Knight, whofe coward corage chofe 
To wreake it felfe on beaft all innocent, 
And fhund the marke at which it fhould be ment; 
Therby thine armes feem ftrong, but manhood fray] : 
So haft thou oft with guile thine honor blent ;° 
But litle may fuch guile thee now avayl, 

If wonted force and fortune doe me not much fayl.”* 

6. 

With that he drew his flaming fword, and ftrooke 
At him fo fiercely, that the upper marge 
Of his fevenfolded fhield away it tooke, 
And, glauncing on his helmet, made a large 
And open gafh therein: were not his targe 
That broke the violence of his intent, 
The weary fowle from thence it would difcharge ; 
Natheleffe fo fore a buff to him it lent, 

That made him reele, and to his breft his bever bent. 

7 

Exceeding wroth was Guyon at that blow, 
And much afhamd that ftroke of living arme 
Should him difmay, and make him ftoup fo low, 
Though otherwife it did him litle harme: 
Tho, hurling high his yron braced arme, 
He {mote fo manly on his fhoulder plate, 
That all his left fide it did quite difarme ; 
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¢ Dim loudly fhent.| To fhend” is to réprove, to rebuke, to difbonour, 
and fometimes to hurt or deftroy: A. S. fcendan. See vol. i. 97. C. 

© thine honor blent.| Confounded, {poiled with mixing. A. S. blendan, 
mifcere, confundere. UPpron. 

Tf wonted force and fortune doe me not much fayl.| This is altered 
in all the editions, but the firft, into “‘ doe xot me much fay].” Upton. 
This feems faid at random, for the folio 1611 reads doe mot much me 
faile. Any way the difference is trifling. C. 
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Yet there the fteel ftayd not,® but inly bate" 

Deepe in his flefh, and opened wide a red floodgate. 

8. 

Deadly difmayd with horror of that dint 
Pyrochles was, and grieved eke entyre; 
Yet nathemore did it his fury ftint, 

But added flame unto his former fire, 

That welnigh molt his hart in raging yre: 

Ne thenceforth his approved fkill, to ward, 

Or ftrike, or hurtle’ rownd in warlike gyre, 

Remembred he, ne car’d for his faufgard, 
But rudely rag’d, and like a cruell tygre far’d. 


He hewd, and lafht, and raat and thondred blowes, 
And every way did feeke into his life ; 
Ne plate, ne male, could ward fo mighty throwes, 
But yeilded paflage to his cruell knife. 
But Guyon, in the heat of all his ftrife, 
Was wary wife, and clofely did awayt 
Avauntage, whileft his foe did rage moft rife : 


Sometimes athwart, fometimes he ftrook him ftrayt, 


& Yet there the fteel ftayd not, &c.| The {word of Michael thus cuts 

afunder the {word of Satan :-— 

se ______________ or ftaid $ 

<¢ But with fwift wheel reverfe, deep entering, fhar’d 

<¢ All his right fide ees Par.) bes Beavies 22 ©, 
Spenfer ufes the fame expreflion, F. Q. iv. iv. 24. “ The wicked fteele 
—ftaid not,” &c. ‘Topp. 

b but inly bate.| That is, did dite. As ate from eats taught from 
teach; fo bate from bite. Upron. ‘The neareft analogy feems to be 
fate, from fit. We do not recollect any other inftance of the ufe of 
“bate”? as the paft tenfe of dite: Spenfer and other poets commonly 
employ 4i, for did bite. C. Warton has adduced various paflages 
from Chaucer in which Jditing is applied to /words; and from which, 
although fimilar expreffions might be cited from other ancient poets, 
Spenfer moft probably adopted it. ‘Topp. ¥ 

i Or ftrike, or hurtle.| This is the reading of the firft edition. The 
fecond edition reads hurl/e; the reft, hurlen. ‘Topp. See the note on 
burtle, F. Q.i. iv. 163 vol. i. p. 231. C. 

II. M 
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And falfed oft his blowes t’ illude him with fuch bayt. 


10. 
Like as a Lyon, whofe imperiall powre 
A prowd rebellious Unicorn defyes, 
T? avoide the rath affault and wrathful ftowre 
Of his fiers foe, him to a tree applyes, 
And when him ronning in full courfe he fpyes, 
He flips afide; the whiles that furious beatt 
His precious horne, fought of his enimyes,* 
Strikes in the ftocke, ne thence can be releatt, 
But to the mighty victor yields a bounteous feaft. 
ke 
With fuch faire fleight him Guyon often fayld, 
Till at the laft all breathleffe, weary, faint, 
Him fpying, with frefh onfett he affayld, 
And kindling new his corage feeming queint,' 
Strooke him fo hugely, that through great conftraint 
He made him ftoup perforce unto his knee, 
And doe unwilling worfhip to the Saint, 
That on his fhield depainted he did fee: 
Such homage till that inftant never learned hee. 
12. 
Whom Guyon feeing ftoup, pourfewed faft 
The prefent offer of faire victory, 
And foone his dreadfull blade about he caft, 
Wherewith he fmote his haughty creft fo hye, 
That ftreight on grownd made him full low to lye ; 
Then on his breft his victor foote he thruft : 
With that he cryde; ‘‘ Mercy! doe me not dye, 
Ne deeme thy force by fortunes doome unjuft, 


“ His precious borne, fought of bis enimyes.] It is enemye in the firkt 
impreflion only; the letter s having fallen out at the end of the line. 
The epithet “ precious”’ is applied to the horn of the unicorn, on account 
of the medicinal virtues formerly imputed to it. C. . 


| his corage feeming queint.| For quencht, extinguifhed. Cuurcu. 
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That hath (maugre her fpight)™ thus low me laid in duft.” 
Pep 
Eftfoones his cruel hand Sir Guyon ftayd, 
Tempring the paffion with advizement flow, 
And maiftring might on enimy difmayd ; 
For th’ equall die of warre he well did know: 
Then to him faid; “ Live, and alleagaunce owe 
To him that gives thee life and liberty ; 
And henceforth by this daies enfample trow," 
That hafty wroth, and heedleffe hazardry, 
Doe breede repentaunce late, and lafting infamy.” 
T44 
So up he let him rife; who, with grim looke 
And count’naunce fterne, upftanding, gan to grind 
His grated teeth for great difdeigne, and fhooke 
His fandy lockes, long hanging downe behind, 
Knotted in blood and duft, for grief of mind 
That he in ods of armes was conquered : 
Yet in himfelfe fome comfort he did find, 
That him fo noble knight had mayftered ; 
Whofe bounty more then might, yet both, he wondered. 
| rise 
Which Guyon marking faid ; “ Be nought agriev’d, 
Sir knight, that thus ye now fubdewed arre: 
Was never man, who moft conquettes atchiev’d, 
But fometimes had the worfe, and loft by warre, 


Yet fhortly gaynd that loffe exceeded farre. 


™ maugre her fpight.| ‘The interpretation of ‘‘ maugre” here is not 
eafy; and feveral commentators would underftand it as *‘curfe on her 
{pight,” taking ‘* maugre”’ (which it never is elfewhere) as an impre- 
cation. ‘* Maugre” is from the Fr. ma/gré, and is ordinarily tranflated 
in pite of; and the fenfe of the whole pafflage feems to be—‘* Do not 
meafure thy force by the unjuft doom of fortune, that has, in {pite of 
her fpite, laid me thus low in duft.” C. 

" by this daies enfample trow.| To‘ trow ” is to believe—to believe 
asia.truth. A. Si ireomwan. 1 C. 
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Loffe is no fhame, nor to bee leffe then foe ; 
But to bee leffer then himfelfe doth marre 
Both loofers lott, and victours prayfe alfoe : 
Vaine others overthrowes who felfe® doth overthrow. 
16. 

“Bly, O Pyrochles! fly the dreadfull warre 
That in thy felfe thy leffer partes do move ; 
Outrageous anger, and woe working jarre, 
Direfull impatience, and hartmurdring love: 
Thofe, thofe thy foes, thofe warriours far remove, 
Which thee to endleffe bale captived lead. 

But fith in might thou didft my mercy prove, 
Of courtefie to mee the caufe aread 
That thee againft me drew with fo impetuous dread.” 
a 

“¢ Dreadleffe,” (faid he) ‘that fhall I foone declare. 
It was complaind that thou hadft done great tort? 
Unto an aged woman, poore and bare, 

And thralled her in chaines with ftrong effort, 
Voide of all fuccour and needfull comfort ; 
That ill befeemes thee, fuch as I thee fee, 
To worke fuch fhame. . Therefore, I thee exhort 
To chaunge thy will, and fet occafion free, 
And to her captive fonne yield his firft libertee.” 
18. 

Thereat Sir Guyon fmylde; ‘‘ And is that all,” 
(Said he) “ that thee fo fore difpleafed hath? 
Great mercy, fure, for to enlarge a thrall, 

Whofe freedom fhall thee turne to greateft {cath. 
Nath'leffe now quench thy whott emboyling wrath : 
Loe! there they bee; to thee I yield them free.” 


° Vaine others overthrowes who felfe.| ‘This is the reading of Spenfer’s 
own editions: the reft corruptly read ‘‘ whofe felfe.” Topp. 

P thou hadft done great tort.] 1. €. great wrong, or injurys Fr. tort. 
The word is now only ufed legally. C. 
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Thereat he, wondrous glad, out of the path 
Did lightly leape, where he them bound did fee, 
And gan-to breake the bands of their captivitee. 
IQ. 
Soone as Occafion felt her felfe untyde, 
Before her fonne could well affoyled bee,‘ 
She to her ufe returnd, and ftreight defyde 
Both Guyon and Pyrochles; th’ one (faid fhee)* 
Bycaufe he wonne; the other, becaufe hee 
Was wonne. So matter did fhe make of nought, 
To ftirre up ftrife, and garre them difagree :* 
But, foone as Furor was enlargd, fhe fought 
To kindle his quencht fyre, and thoufand caufes wrought. 
20. 
It was not long ere fhe inflam’d him fo, 
That he would algates with Pyrochles fight, 
And his redeemer chalengd for his foe, 
Becaufe he had not well mainteind his right, 
But yielded had to that fame ftraunger knight. 
Now gan Pyrochles wex as wood as hee, 
And him affronted‘ with impatient might: 
So both together fiers engrafped bee, 
Whyles Guyon ftanding by their uncouth ftrife does fee. 
1 
Him all that while Occafion did provoke 
Againft Pyrochles, and new matter fram’d 
Upon the old, him ftirring to bee wroke 
Of his late wronges, in which fhe oft him blam’d 


1 could well affoyled bee.) Releafed, or freed, [abfolved.| ‘Topp. 

t faid foee.| The two firft editions read hee. The folio of 1609 
rightly altered it to /bee, which all other editions have admitted. ‘Topp. 

Sand garre them difagree.| Caufe. See the note on garre, “Shep. 
Cal.” April, ver. 1, [vol. i. p. 43.] The fecond edition reads do in- 
ftead of garre, which many editions have followed. ‘Topp. 

* And him affronted.| Opposed. See the note on affronted, F. Q. 1. 
vil. 13, [vol. 1. p2 3065) “Topp, 


Lo. 
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For fuffering fuch abufe as knighthood fham’d, 
And him difhabled* quyte. But he was wife, 
Ne would with vaine occafions* be inflam’d ; 
Yet others fhe more urgent did devife ; 
Yet nothing could him to impatience entife. 
22. 
Their fell contention ftill increafed more, 
And more thereby increafed Furors might, 
That he his foe has hurt and wounded fore, 
And him in blood and durt’ deformed quight. 
His mother eke, more to augment his fpight,’ 
Now brought to him a flaming fyer brond, 
Which fhe in Stygian lake, ay burning bright, 
Had kindled: that fhe gave into his hond, 
That armd with fire more hardly he mote him withftond. 
23. 
Tho gan that villein* wex fo fiers and ftrong, 
That nothing might fuftaine his furious forfe: 
He caft him downe to ground, and all along 
Drew him through durt and myre without remorfe, 
And fowly battered his comely corfe, 
That Guyon much difdeignd fo loathly fight. 
At laft he was compeld to cry perforfe, 
‘Help, O Sir Guyon! helpe, moft noble knight, 
To ridd a wretched man from handes of hellith wight!” 


"And him difbabled.| Leffened. Lat. extenuare. SeeJunius. Cuurcn. 

* Ne would with vaine occafions.] So the firft and fecond editions 
read. The folios read occafion, CHURCH. 

¥ And him in blood and durt.| We may fufpe& that Spenfer here 
wrote “ blood and du,” fince “ durt” after “ hurt,” in the preceding 
line, reads cacophonoufly, and the printer was very likely to make a 
miftake between “durt” and duff.” Yet fee “durt” juft below. C. 

* to augment his fpight.} This is the reading of Spenfer’s own edi- 
tions. ‘The reft corruptly read << his /pright.” Topp. 

* [0 gan that villein.] So Spenfer’s own editions read. The reft 
read, ** Tho gan the villein.” Toop. 
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24. 
The knight was greatly moved at his playnt, 
And gan him dight? to fuccour his diftreffe, 
Tull that the Palmer, by his grave reftraynt, 
Him ftayd from yielding pitifull redreffe, 
And faid; ‘‘ Deare fonne, thy caufeleffe ruth repreffe, 
Ne let thy ftout hart melt in pitty vayne: 
He that his forrow fought through wilfulneffe, 
And his foe fettred would releafe agayne, 
Deferves to tafte his follies fruit, repented payne.” 
ons 
Guyon obayd: So him away he drew 
From needleffe trouble of renewing fight 
Already fought, his voyage to pourfew. 
But rafh Pyrochles varlett, Atin hight, 
When late he faw his Lord in heavie plight 
Under Sir Guyons puiffaunt ftroke to fall, 
Him deeming dead, as then he feemd in fight, 
Fledd faft away to tell his funerall 
Unto his brother, whom Cymochles men did call. 
26. 
He was a man of rare redoubted might, 
Famous throughout the world for warlike prayfe, 
And glorious fpoiles, purchaft in perilous fight : 
Full many doughtie knightes he in his dayes 
Had doen to death, fubdewde in equall frayes ; 
Whofe carkafes, for terrour of his name, 
Of fowles and beaftes he made the piteous prayes, 
And hong their conquerd armes,° for more defame, 
On gallow trees, in honour of his deareft Dame. 


b And gan him dight.| Here ‘‘dight” is to be taken in its ufual 
fenfe of prepare: Guyon began to prepare to fuccour Pyrochles. C. 

© And hong their conquerd armes, &c.| It was the cuftom, in the ages 
of romance, to fufpend the fhields of the conquered on trees. Thus, in 
<< Palmerin of England,” P. i. Ch. 62, Eng. Tranfl. «‘ When he had 
beheld the caftle he defired fo long to fee,—he came to the tree which 
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ous 
His deareft Dame is that Enchauntereffe, 
The vyle Acrafia, that with vaine delightes, 
And ydle pleafures in her Bowre of Bliffe, 
Does charme her lovers, and the feeble fprightes 
Can call out of the bodies of fraile wightes ; 
Whom then fhe does transforme to monftrous hewes, 
And horribly misfhapes with ugly fightes, 
Captiv’d eternally in yron mewes 
And darkfom dens, where Titan his face never fhewes. 
28. 
There Atin fownd Cymochles fojourning, 
To ferve his Lemans love :* for he by kynd 
Was given all to luft and loofe living, 
When ever his fiers handes he free mote fynd: 
And now he has pourd out his ydle mynd 
In daintie delices,* and lavith joyes, 
Having his warlike weapons caft behynd, 
And flowes in pleafures and vaine pleafing toyes, 
Mingled emongft loofe Ladies and lafcivious boyes. 
rap 


And over him art, ftryving to compayre 


be Jaw was laden with the fheelds of the vanquifbed Knights, whofe 
names being fubfcribed underneath every one, made him to have know- 
ledge of divers that had beene there foyled.” And thus, in Hawes’s 
“« Hift. of Graunde Amoure,” edit. 1554, Sign. Y. i. 

“* Befides this gyaunt, Upon euery tree 

“< [ did fe hang many a goodly foelde 

“* Of noble Knightes that were of hye degree, 

** Which he had flayne,” &c. Toop. 

d To ferve his Lemans fove.| ** Leman,” or lemman, is of doubtful 
etymology ; but it means a /weetheart, and was applied to men as well 
as to women. Some, like T'yrwhitt, derive it from the A. S. leof, dear, 
and man s while others think that it originated in the Fr. /’aimant. The 
meaning of the word, as /weetheart, miffrefs, or lover, has never been 
doubted. Shakefpeare ufes it repeatedly. C., 

© In daintie delices.] Chaucer feems refponfible for the importation 
of this French word into our language: the tranflation of it is delights, 


and Spenfer ufes it again in F. Q. B. iv. C. x. St. 6. C. 
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With nature, did an Arber greene difpred, 


Framed of wanton Yvie, flouring fayre, 
Through which the fragrant Eglantine did fpred 
His prickling‘ armes, entrayld with rofes red, 
Which daintie odours round about them threw : 
And all within with flowres was garnifhed, 
That, when myld Zephyrus emongft them blew, 

Did breath out bounteous {mels, and painted colors fhew. 

30. 

And faft befide there trickled foftly downe 
A gentle ftreame, whofe murmuring wave did play 
Emongft the pumy ftones, and made a fowne, 
To lull him foft afleepe that by it lay: 
The wearie Traveiler, wandring that way, 
Therein did often quench his thirfty heat, 
And then by it his wearie.limbes difplay, 
Whiles creeping flomber made him to forget 

His former payne, and wypt away his toilfom fweat. 

Ri 

And on the other fyde a pleafaunt grove 

Was fhott up high, full of the ftately tree 
_ That dedicated is t’ Olympick Jove, 

And to his fonne Alcides, whenas hee 
In Nemus£ gayned goodly victoree : 
Therein the mery birdes of every forte 
Chaunted alowd their chearefull harmonee, 


' His prickling.| So the firlt edition reads: all the reft, including the 
folios, read pricking. ‘Topp. 

& In Nemus.] So Spenfer correéted it in the errata fubjoined to the 
firft edition. It had been printed Netmus, which Mr. Church has ad- 
mitted into the text. The fecond edition reads, « Gaynd in Nemea,” 
&c. The folios read, ** Gain’d in Nemea,” &c. Topp. The com- 
mentators have difputed about the tree dedicated to Jupiter, and the tree 
dedicated to Hercules: the firft was the oak, and the fecond the poplar ; 
and if *‘ tree,” in the fecond line of the ftanza, had been trees, and ¢* is” 
in the next line are, it would hardly have been contended that two very 
different trees were not intended by the poet. C. 
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And made emongft them felves a fweete confort, 
That quickned the dull fpright with muficall comfort. 
20% 
There he him found all carelefly difplaid, 
In fecrete fhadow from the funny ray, 
On a {weet bed of lillies foftly laid, 
Amidft a flock of Damzelles frefh and gay, 
That rownd about him diffolute did play 
Their wanton follies and light meriment[s] ;° 
Every of which did loofely difaray 
Her upper partes of meet habiliments, 
And fhewd them naked, deckt with many ornaments. 
33 
And every of them ftrove with moft delights 
Him to aggrate, and greateft pleafures thew: 
Some framd faire lookes, glancing like evening lights ; 
Others {weet wordes, dropping like honny dew ; 
Some bathed kiffes, and did foft embrew 
The fugred licour' through his melting lips: 
One boaftes her beautie, and does yield to vew 
Her dainty limbes above her tender hips ; 
Another her out boaftes, and all for tryall ftrips. 
34: 
He, like an Adder lurking in the weedes, 
His wandring thought in deepe defire does fteepe, 
And his frayle eye with fpoyle of beauty feedes : 
Sometimes he falfely faines himfelfe to fleepe, 


and light meriment[s].]| We have inferted the letter s between 
brackets becaufe it is not found in any old copy we have examined: 
neverthelefs, it is clear to us that it had merely dropped out in the prefs ; 
for ‘< follies,” which precedes it, is in the plural, as well as the words 
«< habiliments ” and «‘ ornaments,” which rhyme with merriments. We 
do not find that any editor has remarked upon the obvious deficiency. C. 

1 The Jugred licour.] ‘* Sugred,” to exprefs exceflive fweetnefs, was 
a frequent epithet with the poets of this age, and with thofe of the ages 
before it. It anfwered to the me//itus of the Romans. 'T. Warton. 
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Whiles through their lids his wanton eies do peepe 
To fteale a fnatch of amorous conceipt, 
Whereby clofe fire into his hart does creepe : 
So he them deceives,* deceivd in his deceipt, 
Made dronke with drugs of deare voluptuous receipt. 
oo 
Atin, arriving there, when him he fpyde 
Thus in ftill waves of deepe delight to wade, 
Fiercely approching to him lowdly cryde, 
“«Cymochles; oh! no, but Cymochles fhade, 
In which that manly perfon late did fade. 
What is become of great Acrates fonne? 
Or where hath he hong up his mortall blade, 
That hath fo many haughty conquefts wonne? 
Is all his force forlorne, and all his glory donne?” 
| Gay. 
Then, pricking him with his fharp-pointed dart, 
He faide ; ‘Up, up! thou womanifh weake knight, 
That here in Ladies lap entombed art, 
Unmindfull of thy praife and proweft might, 
And weetleffe eke of lately wrought defpight, 
_ Whiles fad Pyrochles lies on fencelefle ground, 
And groneth out his utmoft grudging fpright 
Through many a ftroke and many a ftreaming wound, 
Calling thy help in vaine that here in joyes art dround.” 
37» 
Suddeinly out of his delightfull dreame 
The man awoke, and would have queftiond more ; 
But he would not endure’ that wofull theame 


‘ So he them deceives.) Todd and others have difputed on the text 
here ; we give that of the 4to. 15903 but it is unqueftionable that “ he” 
was afterwards omitted. Only let the reader deliver «*So he” in the 
time of one fyllable, as Spenfer no doubt wifhed, and there is an end of 
all difficulty. C. 

' But he would not endure.) i.e. Atin would not confent to delay by 
reciting the particulars. Thefe confufions of perfons are not at all un- 
ufual in Spenfer, as the reader muft already have remarked. C. 


172 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B..2. 


For to dilate at large, but urged fore, 
With percing wordes and pittifull implore, 
Him hafty to arife. As one affright 
With hellifh feends, or Furies mad uprore, 
He then uprofe, inflamd with fell defpight, 
And called for his armes, for he would algates fight : 
38. 
They bene ybrought; he quickly does him dight, 
And lightly mounted paffeth on his way ; 
Ne Ladies loves, ne {weete entreaties, might 
Appeafe his heat, or haftie paflage ftay ; 
For he has vowd to beene avengd that day 
(That day it felfe him feemed all too long) 
On him, that did Pyrochles deare difmay : 
So proudly pricketh on his courfer ftrong, 
And Atin ay him pricks with fpurs of fhame and wrong. 


GA NeW Ora 


Guyon is of immodeft? Merth 
led into loofe defyre ; 

Fights with Cymochles, whiles his bro- 
ther burns in furious fyre. 


i 
HARDER leffon to learne Continence 
In joyous pleafure then in grievous paine; 
For fweetneffe doth allure the weaker 
fence 
So ftrongly, that uneathes it can refraine 
From that which feeble nature covets faine: 
But griefe and wrath, that be her enemies 
_And foes of life, fhe better can abftaine :? 
Yet vertue vauntes in both her victories, 
And Guyon in them all fhewes goodly maytteries. 
2. 
Whom bold Cymochles traveiling to finde, 
With cruell purpofe bent to wreake on him 
The wrath which Atin kindled in his mind, 
Came to a river, by whofe utmoft brim 
Wayting to paffe, he faw whereas did fwim 


@ foe better can abftaine.| ‘* Abftaine” is the word in the edit. 1590, 
and there is no corre¢tion of it among the errata. ‘ Abftaine,” as Upton 
obferved, means to keep from, which entirely accords with the fenfe of 
the paflage. We therefore adhere to it in preference to refraine, which 
was afterwards, and needlefsly, fubftituted by Todd and others. C. 
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Along the fhore, as fwift as glaunce of eye, 

A litle Gondelay, bedecked trim 

With boughes and arbours woven cunningly, 
That like a litle forreft feemed outwardly. 


op 

And therein fate a Lady frefh and fayre, 
Making {weete folace to herfelfe alone: 
Sometimes fhe fong as lowd as larke in ayre, 
Sometimes fhe laught, as merry as Pope Jone ;° 
Yet was there not with her elfe any one, 
That to her might move‘ caufe of meriment: 
Matter of merth enough, though there were none, 
She could devife ; and thoufand waies invent 

To feede her foolifh humour and vaine jolliment. 


4. 

Which when far off Cymochles heard and faw, 

He lowdly cald to fuch as were abord 

The little barke unto the fhore to draw, 

And him to ferry over that deepe ford. 

The merry mariner unto his word 

Soone hearkned, and her painted bote ftreightway 

Turnd to the fhore, where that fame warlike Lord 

She in receiv’d; but Atin by no way 
She would admit, albe the knight her much did pray. 


ge 
Eftfoones her fhallow fhip away did flide, 
More {wift then {wallow fheres the liquid fkye, 


> as merry as Pope Fone.] This faying was proverbial, as Upton pointed 
out, being found in Edwards’s play of ‘* Damon and Pythias,” and in 
Fox’s *¢ Acts and Monuments.” Our text is that of the Ato. 1590; 
but afterwards, for what reafon is nowhere ftated, it was altered to 
“that nigh her breath was gone.” Oppofite thefe words Drayton placed 
a mark in the margin of his folio 1611, perhaps to indicate that the 
poet’s original language had been changed, but he did not make any 
attempt to reftore that language. C. 

© That to her might move.| So the firft edition reads: all the reft 
read, ‘That might to her,” &c. Toop. 
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Withouten oare or Pilot it to guide, 
Or winged canvas with the wind to fly : 
Onely fhe turnd a pin, and by and by 
It cut away upon the yielding wave, 
Ne cared fhe her courfe for to apply ; 
For it was taught the way which fhe would have, 
And both from rocks and flats it felfe could wifely fave. 
6. 
And all the way the wanton Damfell found 
New merth her paffenger to entertaine ; 
For fhe in pleafaunt purpofe® did abound, | 
And greatly joyed merry tales to faine, 
Of which a ftore-houfe did with her remaine: 
Yet feemed, nothing well they her became ; 
For all her wordes fhe drownd with laughter vaine, 
And wanted grace in utt’ring of the fame, 
That turned all her pleafaunce to a fcoffing game. 


And other whiles vaine toyes fhe would devize, 
As her fantafticke wit did moft delight: 
Sometimes her head fhe fondly would aguize* 
With gaudy girlonds, or frefh flowrets dight 
About her necke, or rings of rufhes plight :° 


d For fhe in pleafaunt purpofe.] Spenfer feems to ufe “* purpofe” 
in the fame way that Shakefpeare (“‘ Much Ado about Nothing,” 
A. iii. Sc. 1,) employs propofe, viz. converfation. It is to be obferved 
that in the 4to. edit. of the comedy, in 1600, the word is ‘* propofe,” 
while in the folio of 1623 it is altered to purpofe, as in Spenfer. See 
alfo ‘fitting purpofe,” p. 68. C. 

© And wanted grace.| The fecond and fubfequent folios read, ** And 
wanting grace.” ‘Topp. Another proof of Todd’s carelefs collation, 
for the folio 1611 has ‘* wanted grace,” like the 4to. 1590. C. 

f fhe fondly would aguize.| i.e. drefs after a certain way, guife, or 
fafhion: Spenfer was fond of the word, and we fhall find it occurring 
elfewhere. Gzi/eis,in fact, the fame word as A.S. wi/e, way, or mode. C. 

& About her necke, or rings of rujbes plight.| Folded, [perhaps plaited. 
So Chaucer*@lreand cr 1204, of a-letter 2 

«< Yeve me the labour it to fowe and plite:” 
that is, to ftitch and fo/dit. 'T. Warron. 
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Sometimes, to do him laugh, fhe would aflay 
To laugh at fhaking off the leaves light, 
Or to behold the water worke and play 
About her little frigot, therein making way. 
8. 
Her light behaviour and loofe dalliaunce 
Gave wondrous great contentment to the knight, 
That of his way he had no fovenaunce," 
Nor care of vow’d revenge and cruell fight, 
But to weake wench did yield his martiall might : 
So eafie was to quench his flamed minde 
With one {weete drop of fenfuall delight. 
So eafie is t’appeafe the ftormy winde 
Of malice in the calme of pleafaunt womankind. 


Diverfe difcourfes in their sy they {pent ; 
Mongft which Cymochles of her queftioned 
Both what fhe was, and what that ufage ment, 
Which in her cotti fhe daily practized ? 
“* Vaine man,” (faide fhe) <‘ that wouldeft be reckoned 
A f{traunger in thy home, and ignoraunt 
Of Pheedria, (for fo my name is red) 
Of Phedria, thine owne fellow fervaunt ; 
For thou to ferve Acrafia thy felfe doeft vaunt. 
IO. 
“‘ In this wide Inland fea, that hight by name 
The Idle lake, my wandring fhip I row, 
That knowes her port, and thether fayles by ayme, 
Ne care, ne feare I how the wind do blow, 


» That of his way he had no fovenaunce.| Remembrance, Fr. Cuurcn. 
'Which in ber cott.\, ‘« Cott” is a Hitle Boat. «6 They call, in Ire- 
land, cots, things like boats, but very unfhapely, being nothing but 
{quare pieces of timber made hollow.”” See Gerard Boate’s « Nat. Hitt. 
of Ireland,” [1652,] p. 64. Cuurcu. Perhaps Spenfer derived the 
word from Ireland; or perhaps we are to take “cott ” (not cote as in 


Richardfon) merely for a dwelling-place, a place of abode. C, 


6! THE FAERIE QUEENE. 177 


Or whether fwift I wend, or whether flow: 
Both flow and fwift alike do ferve my tourne; 
Ne {welling Neptune ne lowd thundring Jove 
Can chaunge my cheare, or make me ever mourne: 
My litle boat can fafely pafle this perilous bourne.” * 
II. 

Whiles thus fhe talked, and whiles thus fhe toyd, 

They were far paft the paflage which he {pake, 
And come unto an Ifland wafte and voyd, 
That floted in the midft of that great lake ; 
There her {mall Gondelay her port did make, 
And that gay payre, iffewing on the fhore, 
Difburdned her. Their way they forward take 
Into the land that lay them faire before, 

Whofe pleafaunce fhe him fhewd, and plentifull great 

{tore. 
12. 
It was a chofen plott of fertile land, 
Emongft wide waves fett, like a litle neft, 
As if it had by Natures cunning hand 
Bene choycely picked out from all the reft, 
_And laid forth for enfample of the bef : 


No daintie flowre or herbe that growes on grownd, 


* My litle boat can fafely paffe this perilous bourne.| Bourn is fimply 
nothing more than a boundary. Dover-cliff is called, in ** K. Lear,” 
“this chaiky dowrm,” that is, this chalky downdary of England towards 
France, A. iv. Sc. 6. See alfo Furetiere in Borne, and Du Cange in 
Borna. In Saxon, burn, or burna, is a ftream of water, as is ourn at 
prefent in fome counties; and, as rivers were the mott diftinguifhable 
aboriginal feparations or divifions of property, might not the Saxon 
word give rife to the French dorme? In the prefent paflage, dourne isa 
river, or rather a /frait; but feemingly alfo in the fenfe of divifion or 
Separation; for afterwards this bourne is ftyled a hard, St. 38. Here, 
indeed, is a metathefis; and the a¢tive participle baring is confounded 
with the paflive /hared. This < perilous bourne” was the boundary or 
divifton which parted the main land from Pheedria’s Ifle of Blifs, to 
which it ferved as a defence. In the mean time, /bard may fignify the 
gap made by the ford or frith between the two lands. But fuch a fenfe 
is unwarrantably catachreftical and licentious. T. Warton. 
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No arborett with painted bloflomes dreft 
And f{melling fweete, but there it might be fownd 
To bud out faire, and throwe! her fweete fmels al arownd. 
i. 
No tree whofe braunches did not bravely {pring ; 
No braunch whereon a fine bird did not fitt ; 
No bird but did her fhrill notes fweetely fing ; 
No fong but did containe a lovely ditt. 
Trees, braunches, birds, and fongs, were framed fitt 
For to allure fraile mind to carelefle eafe: 
Careleffe the man foone woxe, and his weake witt 
Was overcome of thing that did him pleafe ; 
So pleafed did his wrathfull purpofe faire appeafe. 
TA. 
Thus when fhee had his eyes and fences fed 
With falfe delights, and fild with pleafures vayn, 
Into a fhady dale fhe foft him led, 
And layd him downe upon a graffy playn ; 
And her fweete felfe without dread or difdayn 
She fett befide, laying his head difarmd 
In her loofe lap, it foftly to fuftayn, 

Where foone he flumbred fearing not be harmd: 
The whils with a love lay™ fhe thus him fweetly charmd. 
rc 

‘“‘ Behold, O man! that toilefome paines doeft take, 
The flowrs, the fields, and all that pleafaunt growes, 
How they them felves doe thine enfample make, 
Whiles nothing envious nature them forth throwes 
Out of her fruitfull lap ; how no man knowes, 


They {pring, they bud, they bloffome frefh and faire, 


| To bud out faire, and throwe.| In the fecond and later imprefiions 
the word “ throwe” is, perhaps accidentally, poftponed in this line till 
after the word “ {mels:” we prefer the original conftru@tion. C. 

™ The whils with a love lay.| The fecond edition, probably by an 
error of the prefs, reads “a /oud lay ;” but only the folios have rejected 
the genuine reading, ‘‘a Jove lay.” ‘Topp. 
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And decke the world with their rich pompous fhowes ; 
Yet no man for them taketh paines or care, 
Yet no man to them can his carefull paines compare. 
16. 
“* The lilly, Lady of the flowring field," 
The flowre-deluce, her lovely Paramoure, 
Bid thee to them thy fruitleffe labors yield, 
And foone leave off this toylfome weary ftoure: 
Loe, loe! how brave fhe decks her bounteous boure, 
With filkin curtens and gold coverletts, 
Therein to fhrowd her {umptuous Belamoure ; 
Yet nether fpinnes nor cards, ne cares nor fretts, 
But to her mother Nature all her care fhe letts. 
a 
“Why then doeft thou, O man! that of them all 
Art Lord, and eke of nature Soveraine, 
Wilfully make thyfelfe a wretched thrall, 
And wafte thy joyous howres in needeleffe paine, 
Seeking for daunger and adventures vaine ? 
What bootes it al to have, and nothing ufe? 
Who fhall him rew that {wimming in the maine 
_ Will die for thrift, and water doth refufe? 
Refufe fuch fruitleffe toile, and prefent pleafures chufe.” 
18. 
By this fhe had him lulled faft afleepe, 
That of no worldly thing he care did take: 
Then fhe with liquors ftrong his eies did fteepe, 
That nothing fhould him haftily awake. 


” The lilly, Lady of the flowring field.) So Shakefpeare, in K. 

Henry VIII.” (A. iii, Se. 1,] 

<——_—__—____. like the lily, 

«That once was miftrefs of the field and flourifhed, 

“Pll hang my head, and perifh.” 
In Spenfer there is a manifeft allufion to thofe facred words, “* Confider 
the lilies of the field how they grow; they toil not, neither do they 
fpin.” ‘The poet ought not to have placed them where he has. JorTIN, 
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So fhe him lefte, and did her felfe betake 
Unto her boat again, with which fhe clefte 
The flouthfull wave of that great griefy lake :° 
Soone fhee that Ifland far behind her lefte, 
And now is come to that fame place where firft fhe wefte.? 
19. 
By this time was the worthy Guyon brought 
Unto the other fide of that wide ftrond 
Where fhe was rowing, and for paffage fought. 
Fiim needed not long call; fhee foone to hond 
Her ferry brought,’ where him fhe byding fond 
With his fad guide: him felfe fhe tooke aboord, 
But the Blacke Palmer fuffred ftill to ftond, 
Ne would for price or prayers once affoord 
To ferry that old man over the perlous foord. 
20. 
Guyon was loath to leave his guide behind, 
Yet being entred might not backe retyre ; 
For the flitt barke, obaying to her mind, 
Forth launched quickly as fhe did defire, 
Ne gave him leave to bid that aged fire 
Adieu; but nimbly ran her wonted courfe 
Through the dull billowes thicke as troubled mire, 
Whom nether wind out of their feat could forfe, 
Nor timely tides did drive out of their fluggith fourfe. 
OT: 
And by the way, as was her wonted guize, 


° The flouthfull wave of that great griefy lake.] Such is the text of 
the two earlieft impreflions: later editions have waves and griefly s but 
there is no note in the errata of the 4to. 1590 that either word is 
wrong: we therefore reprint them, as not only quite intelligible, but 
moit proper in the places where they are found. C. 

P where firft foe wefte.| ‘« Wefte” is to be taken as Spenfer’s mode 
of forming the paft tenfe of to waft, for the fake of his rhyme. C. 

1 Her ferry brought.) “Ferry” and wherry are perhaps the fame 
word: A.S. faran to go. If not, Spenfer muft be fuppofed to ufe 
‘““ferry ” for ferry-boat. C. 
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Her mery fitt fhe frefhly gan to reare, 
And did of joy and jollity devize, 
Her felfe to cherifh, and her gueft to cheare. 
The knight was courteous, and did not. forbeare 
Her honeft merth and pleafaunce to partake ; 
But when he faw her toy, and gibe, and geare, 
And pafie the bonds’ of modeft merimake, 

Her dalliaunce he defpis’d, and follies did forfake. 

22. 

Yet fhe ftill followed her former ftyle, 
And faid and did all that mote him delight, 
Tull they arrived in that pleafaunt Ile, 
Where fleeping late fhe lefte her other knight. 
But whenas Guyon of that land had fight, 
He wift him felfe amiffe, and angry faid ; 
““ Ah, Dame! perdy ye have not doen me right, 
Thus to miflead mee, whiles I you obaid: 

Me litle needed from my right way to have ftraid.” 


23. 
*¢ Faire Sir,” (qd. fhe) “ be not difpleafd at all. 
Who fares on fea may not commaund his way, 
_ Ne wind and weather at his pleafure call : 
The fea is wide, and eafy for to ftray ; 
The wind unftable, and doth never ftay. 
But here a while ye may in fafety reft, 
Tull feafon ferve new paffage to affay : 
Better fafe port then be in feas diftreft.” 
Therewith fhe laught, and did her earneft end in jeft. 
24. 
But he, halfe difcontent, mote natheleffe 
Himfelfe appeafe, and iffewd forth on fhore ; 
The joyes whereof and happy fruitfulneffe, 


" And paffe the bonds.] Editions fubfequent to thofe of 15go and 
1596 have dounds for “bonds.” Bounds may be right, but ‘* bonds ” 
is by no means wrong. C. 
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Such as he faw fhe gan him lay before, 
And all, though pleafaunt, yet fhe made much more: 
The fields did laugh, the flowres did frefhly fpring, 
The trees did bud, and early bloffomes bore ; 
And all the quire of birds did fweetly fing, 
And told that gardins pleafures in their caroling. 
26, 

And fhe, more fweete then any bird on bough, 

Would oftentimes emongft them beare a part, 
And ftrive to paffe (as fhe could well enough) 
Their native muficke by her fkilful art: 
So did fhe all that might his conftant hart 
Withdraw from thought of warlike enterprize, 
And drowne in diffolute delights apart, 
Where noife of armes, or vew of martiall guize, 

Might not revive defire of knightly exercize. 

26. 
But he was wife, and wary of her will, 
And ever held his hand upon his hart ; 
Yet would not feeme fo rude, and thewed ill,’ 
As to defpife fo curteous feeming part 
That gentle Lady did to him impart : 
But, fairly tempring, fond defire fubdewd, 
And ever her defired to depart. 
She lift not heare, but her difports pourfewd, 
And ever bad him ftay till time the tide renewd. 
27. 

And now by this Cymochles howre was fpent, 
That he awoke out of his ydle dreme ; 

And, fhaking off his drowfy dreriment, 
Gan him avize, howe ill did him befeme 
In flouthfull fleepe his molten hart to fteme, 
And quench the brond of his conceived yre: 


Sand thewed ill.| Ill-bred, ill-mannered ; malé moratus. CHURCH. 
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Tho up he ftarted, ftird with fhame extreme, 
Ne ftaied for his Damfell to inquire, 
But marched to the Strond their paflage to require." 
28. 
And in the way he with Sir Guyon mett, 
Accompanyde with Phzdria the faire: 
Eftfoones he gan to rage, and inly frett, 
Crying; “ Let be that Lady debonaire, 
Thou recreaunt knight, and foone thyfelfe prepaire 
To batteile, if thou meane her love to gayn. 
Loe, loe! already how the fowles in aire 
Doe flocke, awaiting fhortly to obtayn 
Thy carcas for their pray, the guerdon of thy payn.” 
29. 
And therewithall he fierfly at him flew, 
And with importune outrage" him affayld ; 
Who, foone prepard to field, his fword forth drew, 


And him with equall valew countervayld :* 


t their paffage to require.| ‘The meaning, of courfe, is there, or at that 
place, ‘ paffage to require ;”” and it was certainly not very ufual of old to 
{pell there *¢ their,” but it was fometimes done, as will be feen in feveral 
inftances hereafter. C. 

u And with importune outrage.| ‘This is the reading of the firft edi- 
tion. The fecond edition, by a manifeft error of the prefs, reads «* with 
importance outrage,” which the firft folio, by a fuppofed emendation, 
converted into ‘‘ important outrage,” and to which the fubfequent folios 
adhere. Importune, as Mr. Upton obferves, is crue/, favage, &c. as im- 
portunus in Latin ; and thus Spenfer has “ zmportumne fate.” ‘Topp. 

x And him with equall valew countervayld.| In the time of Spenfer 
<value” and valour were ufed almoft indifferently. T. Lodge, in his 
tranflation of Seneca, fol. 1614, p. 7, has this expreflion: “* The Em- 
perour or Chiefetaine of an army geveth a chaine of gold to fome one 
fouldier of his, that approved his va/ew in fome dificult enterprife.” 
Juft afterwards he ufes ** value”? with the modern fpelling and in the 
modern fenfe: ‘ 'Thefe enfignes of magiftracie, the axe, and rods, what 
value are they of?” In E. Tylney’s “ Flower of Friendfhip,” 8vo. 
1568, we meet with ‘‘ valour” ufed for value: ‘For that which is 
moft excellent is to be preferred before things of lower valour.” It 
would be eafy to multiply proofs either way. C. 
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Their mightie ftrokes their haberjeons difmayld,’ 
And naked made each others manly fpalles ;” 
The mortall fteele defpiteoufly entayld* 
Deepe in their flefh, quite through the yron walles, 
That a large purple {treame adown their giambeux falles.” 
RO: 
Cymochles, that had never mett before 
So puiffant foe, with envious defpight 
Fis prowd prefumed force increafed more, 
Difdeigning to bee held fo long in fight. 
Sir Guyon, grudging not fo much his might 
As thofe unknightly raylinges which he fpoke, 
With wrathfull fire his corage kindled bright, 
Thereof devifing fhortly to be wroke, 
And doubling all his powres redoubled every ftroke. 
31. 
Both of them high attonce their hands enhaunft, 
And both attonce their huge blowes down did fway. 
Cymochles fword on Guyons fhield yglaunft, 


—— 


Y their haberjeons difmayld.| Armour covering the neck and breaft. 
See Cotgrave’s Fr. Dict. V. Haubergeon. It is the diminutive of Aau- 
bert, a coat of mail. ‘Topp. 

2 each others manly fpalles.| Shoulders; Fr. efpaules. G. Douglas 
has /paldis for fhoulders or arms. Ubpron. 

* defpiteoufly entayld.] ‘* Entayled”’ is ufually employed for carved, 
or engraved. See Cotgrave, V. Intailed. So, in ** Pierce the Plough- 
mans Crede,” the ‘‘ chapitre houfe” is thus defcribed, Sign. B. i. edit. 
pos. 

“« Coruen, and couered, and queyntelyche entayled 

«* With femliche felure yfeet on lofte, 

** As a parlement hous ypeynted about.” 
Chaucer alfo ufes entailed for carved. Spenfer’s rhyme introduced it 
here for cut. ‘Topp. 

> That.a large purple fireame adown their giambeux falles.| Spenfer 
probably drew ‘‘ giambeux,” that is, doots, from this paflage in the 
<< Rime of Sir Topas,” ver. 3380 :— 

“* His jambeux were of cure buly;” 
which line is more French than Englifh :— 
“« Ses jambeux etoient de cuir bouilli;” 
that is, his doo0ts were made of tanned [boiled] leather. T. Warton. 
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And thereof nigh one quarter fheard away ; 

But Guyons angry blade fo fiers did play 

On th’ others helmett, which as Titan fhone, 

That quite it clove his plumed creft in tway, 

And bared all his head unto the bone; 
Where-with aftonifht, ftill he ftood as fenceleffe ftone. 


R08 
Still as he ftood, fayre Phedria, that beheld 
That deadly daunger, foone atweene them ran ; 
And at their feet her felfe moft humbly feld, 
Crying with pitteous voyce, and count’nance wan, 
«« Ah, well away! moft noble Lords, how can 
Your cruell eyes endure fo pitteous fight, 
To fhed your lives on ground? Wo worth the man, 
That firft did teach the curfed fteele to bight 
In his owne flefh, and make-.way to the living fpright ! 


33> 
“< If ever love of Lady did empierce 
Your yron breftes, or pittie could find place, 
Withhold your bloody handes from battaill fierce ; 
And, fith for me ye fight, to me this grace 
_ Both yield, to ftay your deadly ftryfe a fpace.” 
They ftayd a while, and forth fhe gan proceede : 
*¢ Moft wretched woman and of wicked race, 
That am the authour of this hainous deed, 
And caufe of death betweene two doughtie knights do 
breed ! 
34. 
‘« But, if for me ye fight, or me will ferve, 
Not this rude kynd of battaill, nor thefe armes 
Are meet, the which doe men in bale to fterve,° 


And doolefull forrow heape with deadly harmes: 


© the which doe men in bale to frerve.| Which caufe mankind to 
perife in trouble: /fearfan, mori; though now ufed in a particular fenfe, 
to die with hunger. Upron. Sterben in modern German. C. 
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Such cruell game my fcarmoges difarmes.® 
Another warre, and other weapons, | 
Doe love, where love does give his fweet Alarmes 
Without bloodfhed, and where the enimy 

Does yield unto his foe a pleafaunt victory. 


“ Debatefull ftrife, and cruell enmity, 
The famous name of knighthood fowly fhend ; 
But lovely peace, and gentle amity, 
And in Amours the pafling howres to fpend, 
The mightie martiall handes doe moft commend : 
Of love they ever greater glory bore 
Then of their armes ; Mars is Cupidoes frend, 
And is for Venus loves renowmed more 
Then all his wars and {poiles, the which he did of yore.” 
eter 
Therewith fhe {fweetly fmyld. They, though full bent 
To prove extremities of bloody fight, 
Yet at her {peach their rages gan relent, 
And calme the fea of their tempeftuous fpight. 
Such powre have pleafing wordes: fuch is the might 
Of courteous clemency in gentle hart. 
Now after all was ceaft, the Faery knight 
Befought that Damzell fuffer him depart, 
And yield him ready paflage to that other part. 
37: 
She no leffe glad then he defirous was 
Of his departure thence ; for of her joy 
And vaine delight fhe faw he light did pas,° 


4 Such cruell game my fcarmoges difarmes.| This is more poetical and 
elegant than if written, ‘* Such cruell fcarmoges my game difarms.” 
« Scarmoges,” /kirmifbes 5 Ital. fcaramuchia ; Gall. efcarmouche. Urron. 
We do not find it {pelt ** {carmoges” in any author but Spenfer, and it 
runs through all the old editions. C. 


© And vaine delight foe faw he light did pas.| He made light of; he 
paffed over lightly. Upron. 
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A foe of folly and immodeft toy, 
Still folemne fad, or ftill difdainfull coy ; 
Delighting all in armes and cruell warre, 
That her {weet peace and pleafures did annoy, 
Troubled with terrour and unquiet jarre, 
That fhe well pleafed was thence to amove him farre. 
38. 

Tho him fhe brought abord, and her fwift bote 
Forthwith directed to that further ftrand ; 
The which on the dull waves did lightly flote, 
And foone arrived on the fhallow fand, 
Where gladfome Guyon falied* forth to land, 
And to that Damfell thankes gave for reward. 
Upon that fhore he fpyed Atin ftand, 

There by his maifter left, when late he far’d 

In Pheedrias flitt barck over that perlous fhard.* 


39. 
Well could he him remember, fith of late 
He with Pyrochles fharp debatement made: 
Streight gan he him revyle, and bitter rate, 
As Shepheardes curre, that in darke eveninges fhade 
_ Hath traéted forth fome falvage beaftes trade :" 


' Where gladfome Guyon falied.| So Spenfer’s own editions read. 
“*Salied,” that is, Zeaped. Lat. falio. The word well exprefles the 
alacrity of Sir Guyon. The folios read failed. Cuurcu. 

8 over that perlous fbard.] 1. e. over that perilous divifion occafioned 
by the ** dull waves.” <* Shard” is ufed by Spenfer with licenfe for the 
fake of his rhyme; and no author has been pointed out who employs it 
in a fimilar manner: it means, as Richardfon truly remarks, “ anything 
feparated or divided.” Sore feems merely to be part of the verb to 
Jeear. See alfo'T. Warton’s note on p.177. C. 

" fome falvage beaftes trade.| The tread or foot/teps of the animal : 
the word trade was conftantly thus applied ; and there are two nearly 
adjoining paflages in Painter’s ** Palace of Pleafure,” where “ trade”? is 
firft ufed as “ vettigia,”’ and afterwards in the common fenfe of ** merchan- 
dife:”” they both occur on fol. 63, b. of vol. i. edit. Marfh.—< That 
which not onely did appertayne and belong to gentlemen, but alfo that 
which was incident to the ¢rade and courfe of youth.” Again: «‘ They 
began to lend out their money in ufurie, and fortune was fo favourable 
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“Vile mifcreaunt,” (faid he) whether doft thou flye 
The fhame and death, which will thee foone in- 
vade? 
What coward hand fhall doe thee next to dye, 
That art thus fowly fledd from famous enimy ?” 
40. 
With that he ftifly fhooke his fteelhead dart : 
But fober Guyon, hearing him fo rayle, 
Though fomewhat moved in his mightie hart, 
Yet with ftrong reafon maiftred paflion fraile, 
And paffed fayrely forth. He, turning taile, 
Backe to the ftrond retyrd, and there ftill ftayd, 
Awaiting paflage which him late did faile ; 
The whiles Cymochles with that wanton mayd 
The hafty heat of his avowd revenge delayd.' 
“tk 
Whryleft there the varlet ftood, he faw from farre 
An armed knight that towardes him faft ran ; 
He ran on foot, as if in luckleffe warre 
His forlorne fteed from him the victour wan: 
He feemed breathleffe, hartleffe, faint, and wan; 
And all his armour fprinckled was with blood, 
And foyld with durtie gore, that no man can 
Difcerne the hew thereof. He never ftood, 
But bent his haftie courfe towardes the ydle flood. 
42. 
The varlett faw, when to the flood he came, 
How without ftop or ftay he fierfly lept, 
And deepe him felfe beducked in the fame, 


unto them by that ¢rade, that in a few yeares they had gayned a verie 
notable fumme.” On fol. 101 of the fame volume we read, “ Imitate and 
follow the trade (i. e. foottteps) of your anceftors, which ever loved 
better one day of honour, then a hundred living years of fhame.” C. 

i The hafty heat of bis avowd revenge delayd.] « Delayd” is put away, 
removed from him. See F. Q. ii. iv. 35. Cuurcu. His « avowd 
revenge’ was the vengeance he had fworn, or vowed. C. 
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That in the lake his loftie creft was ftept, 
Ne of his fafetie feemed care he kept ; 
But with his raging armes he rudely flafht 
The waves about, and all his armour fwept, 
That all the blood and filth away was watht ; 
Yet ftill he bet the water, and the billowes dafht. 
43. 
Atin drew nigh to weet what it mote bee, 
For much he wondred at that uncouth fight: 
Whom fhould he but his own deare Lord there fee, 
His owne deare Lord Pyrochles in fad plight, 
Ready to drowne him felfe for fell defpight : 
«¢ Harrow now, out and well away !”* he cryde, 
«¢ What difmall day hath lent this curfed light, 
To fee my Lord fo deadly damnifyde ? 
Pyrochles, O Pyrochles! what is thee betyde ?” 
44. 
‘J burne, I burne, I burne!” then lowd he cryde, 
<©Q! how I burne with implacable fyre ; 
Yet nought can quench mine inly flaming fyde, 
Nor fea of licour cold, nor lake of myre: 
Nothing but death can doe me to re{pyre.” 


k Harrow now, out and well away.] So Chaucer, ‘ Reves Tale,” 964, 

«¢ And gan to cry Aarrow and weal-away.” 
Haro is a form of exclamation anciently ufed in Normandy, to call for 
help, or to raife the Hue and Cry. See Gloff. Urry’s “ Chaucer.” 
T. Warton. “Harrow” is a frequent exclamation in our own old 
Miracle-plays, and we probably had it from the French: in Le Miffere 
de la Paffion, printed at Paris by Alain Lotrian, 4to. 2. d. we find it in 
feveral places. When Satan firft hears of the advent of the Saviour, he 
burfts out, — 

Haro! tu me fats enrager, 

Quant il fault que telz motz efcoute. Sig. B. ij. 
It is, no doubt, conneéted with the verb to arrow, to ruin, deftroy, 
or conquer. In the next line, editions differ ; the earlieft giving, 
«hath lent Sut this bis curfed light.” Todd rightly preferred the text 
of the 4to. 1596, to which, though he does not ftate it, the folios judi- 
cioufly conform. C. 
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“ Ah! be it,” (faid he) “ from Pyrochles farre 
After purfewing death once to requyre, 
Or think, that ought thofe puiffant hands may marre: 
Death is for wretches borne under unhappy ftarre.” 
4%. 
“* Perdye, then is it fitt for me,” (faid he) 
«That am, I weene, moft wretched man alive ; 
Burning in flames, yet no flames can I fee, 
And dying dayly, dayly yet revive. 
O Atin! helpe to me laft death to give.” 
The varlet at his plaint was grieved {fo fore, 
That his deepe wounded hart in two did rive ; 
And, his owne health remembring now no more, 
Did follow that enfample which he blam’d afore. 
46. 
Into the lake he lept his Lord to ayd, 
(So Love the dread of daunger doth defpife) 
And of him catching hold him ftrongly ftayd 
From drowning. But more happy he then wife, 
Of that feas nature did him not avife: 
The waves thereof fo flow and fluggifh were, 
Engroft with mud which did them fowle agrife,' 
That every weighty thing they did upbeare, 
Ne ought mote ever finck downe to the bottom there. 
47- 
Whiles thus they ftrugled in that ydle wave, 
And ftrove in vaine, the one him felfe to drowne, 
The other both from drowning for to fave, 


' which did them fowle agrife.) To « agrife”” feems properly to 
mean to dread; but here it is rather to be taken as indicating the object 
of dread: the waves were thickened with mud, which rendered them 
the object of horror and difguft. Richardfon, by a mere mifprint, ayrife 
for “agrife,” renders it doubtful whether, in his quotation, the word 
have not reference to ‘‘ upbeare” in the next line. Upton, not un- 
reafonably, fuppofes that Spenfer, in his defcription of his Idle Lake, 
had the lake Afphaltus, or Dead Sea in his mind. C. 
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Lo! to that fhore one in an auncient gowne, 
Whofe hoary locks great gravitie did crowne, 
Holding in hand a goodly arming fword, 
By fortune came, ledd with the troublous fowne : 
Where drenched deepe he fownd in that dull ford 
The carefull fervaunt ftryving with his raging Lord. 
48. 
Him Atin fpying knew right well of yore, 
And lowdly cald; ‘‘ Help, helpe! O Archimage ! 
To fave my Lord in wretched plight forlore ; 
Helpe with thy hand, or with thy counfell fage : 
Weake handes, but counfell is moft {trong in age.” 
Him when the old man faw, he woundred fore 
To fee Pyrochles there fo rudely rage ; 
Yet fithens helpe, he faw, he needed more 
Then pitty, he in haft approched to the fhore, 
49. 
And cald; ‘ Pyrochles ! sae is this I fee? 
What hellifh fury hath at earft thee hent? 
Furious ever I thee knew to bee, 
Yet never in this ftraunge aftonifhment.” 
_ Thefe flames, thefe flames” (he cryde) ‘‘ doe me 
torment.” 
<«¢ What flames,” (qd. he) ‘“ when I thee prefent fee 
In daunger rather to be drent then brent?” 
“¢ Harrow! the flames which me confume,” (faid hee) 
“Ne can be quencht, within my fecret bowelles bee. 
50. 
‘That curfed man, that cruel feend of hell, 
Furor, oh! Furor hath me thus bedight : 
His deadly woundes within my liver fwell, 
And his whott fyre burnes in mine entralles bright, 
Kindled through his infernall brond of fpight, 
Sith late with him I batteill vaine would bofte; 
That now, I weene, Joves dreaded thunder light 
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Does fcorch not halfe fo fore, nor damned ghofte 
In flaming Phlegeton does not fo felly rofte.” 
oe 
Which when as Archimago heard, his griefe 
He knew right well, and him attonce difarm’d; 
Then fearcht his fecret woundés, and made a priefe 
Of every place that was with bruzing harmd, 
Or with the hidden fier inly warmd.™ 
Which doen, he balmes and herbes thereto applyde, 
And evermore with mightie fpels them charmd ; 
That in fhort {pace he has them qualifyde, 
And him reftor’d to helth that would have algates dyde. 


m the hidden fier inly warmd.] So the firft edition reads. The fecond 
and every other fubfequent edition read, ‘* Or with the hidden fire too 
‘inly warm’d.” But soo appears needlefs; and fer, pronounced as two 
fyllables, is not uncommon in Spenfer [as well as in Shakefpeare, and 
other poets of his day]. I retain therefore the original reading. Topp. 


CIAS NETO Valet 


Guyon findes Mamon in a delve 
funning his threafure hore; 

Is by him tempted, and led downe 
To fee his fecrete ftore. 


i 
DYING “4S Pilot well expert in perilous wave, 
pon) That to a ftedfaft ftarre* his courfe hath 
bent, 
When foggy miftes or cloudy tempefts 
: | have 
The faithfull light of that faire lampe yblent, 
And cover’d heaven with hideous dreriment, 
Upon his card and compas firmes his eye, 
The mayfters of his long experiment, 
And to them does the fteddy helme apply, 
Bidding his winged veffell fairely forward fly : 
2. 
So Guyon having loft his truftie guyde, 
Late left beyond that Ydle lake, proceedes 
Yet on his way, of none accompanyde ; 
And evermore himfelfe with comfort feedes 
Of his own vertues and praife-worthie deedes. 
So, long he yode, yet no adventure found, 
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* That to a fredfaft ftarre.| So all the editions. I think Spenfer 
gave, “to the ftedfaft ftarre,” meaning thereby the po/e-/Par s as he calls 
it the faithfull ight. CHurcu, 
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Which fame of her fhrill trompet worthy reedes ; 
For ftill he traveild through wide waftfull ground, 
That nought but defert wilderneffe fhewed all around. 
ee 

At laft he came unto a gloomy glade, 
Cover’d with boughes and fhrubs from heavens light, 
Whereas he fitting found in fecret fhade 
An uncouth, falvage, and uncivile wight, 
Of griefly hew and fowle ill favour’d fight ; 
His face with {moke was tand, and eies were bleard, 
His head and beard with fout were ill bedight, 
His cole-blacke hands did feeme to have ben feard 
In fmythes fire-fpitting forge,” and nayles like clawes 
appeard. 
A. 
His yron cote, all overgrowne with ruft, 
Was underneath enveloped with gold ; 
Whofe gliftring gloffe, darkned with filthy duft, 
Well yet appeared® to have beene of old 
A worke of rich entayle* and curious mould, 
Woven with antickes and wyld ymagery ; 
And in his lap a maffe of coyne he told, 


>’ In fmythes fire-/pitting forge.| Spett feems anciently to have more 
fimply fignified di/perfe, without the low idea which we at prefent afix 
to it. Thus Milton, in ** Comus,” ver. 131:— 
<¢___________. When the dragon woom 
“* Of Stygian darknefs /pets her thickeft gloom.” 
And Drayton, in the “‘ Barons Wars,” of an exhalation, “‘ Spetteth his 
lightening forth,” B. ii. St. 35. T. Warron. It is remarkable, how- 
ever, that both Spenfer’s own editions read, “ fire-/pitting,”’ not /petting. 
Topp. It is “ fire-fpetting” in the folio 1611. C. 
¢ Well yet appeared.| So the firft edition reads. Spenfer’s fecond 
edition reads, lefs perfpicuoufly, “ Well it appeared ;” and has been 
followed by all the folios. ‘Topp. 
d 4 worke of rich entayle.| Carving, fculpture. So Chaucer, ‘‘ Rom. 
R.” 162:— 
<¢ An image of another entaile.” 
Ital. intagliare, intaglio. Upron. ‘To “entayl” is merely to cut as 
with a {word, in this vol. p. 184. C. 
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And turned upfide downe, to feede his eye 
And covetous defire with his huge threafury. 
isp 
And round about him lay on every fide 
Great heapes of gold that never could be {pent ; 
Of which fome were rude owre, not purifide 
Of Mulcibers devouring element ; 
Some others were new driven, and diftent 
Into great Ingowes and to wedges fquare ; 
Some in round plates withouten moniment ;° 
But moft were ftampt, and in their metal bare 
The antique fhapes of kings and kefars ftraung and rare. 
6. 
Soone as he Guyon faw, in great affright 
And hafte he rofe for to remove afide 
Thofe pretious hils from ftraungers envious fight, 
And downe them poured through an hole full wide 
Into the hollow earth, them there to hide. 
But Guyon, lightly to him leaping, ftayd 
His hand that trembled as one terrifyde ; 
And though him felfe were at the fight difmayd, 
Yet him perforce reftraynd, and to him doubtfull fayd: 
7 
“* What art thou, man, (if man at all thou art) 
That here in defert haft thine habitaunce, 
And thefe rich hils‘ of welth doeft hide apart 


From the worldes eye, and from her right ufaunce ?” 


° Some in round plates withouten moniment.| Spelt as the Ital. moni- 
mento: meaning here, image, Juperfcription, ornament s YVLRIT We, 
gnorif{ma, monumentum. Upron. 

" And thefe rich hils.] This is the reading of Spenfer’s firft edition : 
all other editions read “ rich heapes.’ Mr. Upton, however, acknow- 
ledges that ‘¢ hils”” is not improper here. Thus Barnefield, in his “« Lady 
Pecunia,” 1605, St. 14, has ** mounts of money.”” ‘Topp. Barnefield’s 
poem was originally printed in 1598, an edition with which Todd was 
not acquainted ; but the expreflion is the fame in both. C. 
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Thereat, with ftaring eyes fixed afkaunce, 
In great difdaine he anfwerd: “ Hardy Elfe, 
That dareft view my direfull countenaunce, 
I read thee rafh and heedlefle of thy felfe, 

To trouble my ftill feate, and heapes of pretious pelfe. 

S et 

“¢ God of the world and worldlings I me call, 
Great Mammon, greateft god below the fkye, 
That of my plenty poure out unto all, 
And unto none my graces do envye: 
Riches, renowme, and principality, 
Honour, eftate, and all this worldes good, 
For which men fwinck and fweat inceffantly, 
Fro me do flow into an ample flood, 

And in the hollow earth have their eternall brood. 


‘«‘ Wherefore, if me thou deigne to ferve and few, 
At thy commaund lo! all thefe mountaines bee: 
Or if to thy great mind, or greedy vew, 

All thefe may not fuffife, there fhall to thee 
Ten times fo much be nombred francke and free.” 
«© Mammon,” (faid he) ‘‘ thy godheads vaunt is vaine, 
And idle offers of thy golden fee ; 
To them that covet fuch eye-glutting gaine 
Proffer thy giftes, and fitter fervaunts entertaine. 
IO. 

«Me ill befits,® that in derdoing armes 
And honours fuit my vowed daies do fpend, 

Unto thy bounteous baytes and pleafing charmes, 
With which weake men thou witcheft, to attend ; 
Regard of worldly mucke doth fowly blend, 


& Me ill befits.| Not befits, as amended in the folios, but * befits,” 
as the word is printed in the 4tos. 15go and 1596. See the notes upon 


<<‘ fits,” vol. i. pp. 125, 186, 312. ‘The meaning is the fame as Jefits, 
ine. eit il velecmnoteveiazre anes, 1 Cs 
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And low abafe the high heroicke {pright, 


That joyes for crownes and kingdomes to contend : 
Faire fhields, gay fteedes, bright armes be my delight ; 
Thofe be the riches fit for an advent’rous knight.” 
ais 
“ Vaine glorious Elfe,” (faide he) “ doeft not thou weet, 
That money can thy wantes at will fupply ? 
Shields, fteeds, and armes, and all things for thee meet, 
It can purvay in twinckling of an eye; 
And crownes and kingdomes* to thee multiply. 
Do not I kings create, and throw the crowne 
Sometimes to him that low in duft doth ly, 
And him that raignd into his rowme thruft downe, 
And whom I luft do heape with glory and renowne ?” 
12. 
“ All otherwife” (faide he) “I riches read, 
And deeme them roote of all difquietneffe ; 
Firft got with guile, and then preferv’d with dread, 
And after {pent with pride and lavithneffe, 
Leaving behind them griefe and heavinefte : 
Infinite mifchiefes of them doe arize, 
Strife and debate, bloodfhed and bitterneffe, 
Outrageous wrong, and hellith covetize, 
That noble heart in great difhonour' doth defpize. 
ee 
“Ne thine be kingdomes, ne the f{cepters thine ; 
But realmes and rulers thou doeft both confound, 
And loyall truth to treafon doeft incline: 


And crownes and kingdomes.] We only note this word “ king- 
domes” as a proof of the facility with which old printers confounded 
the letters m and w, a fruitful fource of errors, efpecially in the early 
editions of Shakefpeare, (fee “« Coriolanus,” A. iii. Sc. ay colts Collier, 
1858): in the 4to. F.Q. 1590 “kingdomes” is mifprinted kingdowes. C. 

' That noble heart in great difbonour.] “In” was afterwards need- 
lefsly altered to as; and a parenthefis introduced, which is entirely 


avoided by adopting the text of the 4to. of 1590. C. 
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Witneffe the guiltleffe blood pourd oft on ground, 


The crowned often flaine, the flayer cround ; 
The facred Diademe in peeces rent, 
And purple robe gored with many a wound, 
Caftles furprizd, great cities fackt and brent : 
So mak’ft thou kings, and gayneft wrongfull government. 
4. 
“«« Long were to tell the troublous ftormes that toffe 
The private ftate, and make the life unfweet : 
Who {welling fayles in Cafpian fea doth crofle, 
And in frayle wood on Adrian gulf doth fleet, 
Doth not, I weene, fo many evils meet.” 
Then Mammon wexing wroth; “And why then,” fayd, 
«© Are mortall men fo fond and undifcreet 
So evill thing to feeke unto their ayd, 
And having not complaine, and having it upbrayd?” 
15 
“‘ Indeede,” (quoth he) ‘‘ through fowle intemperaunce, 
Frayle men are oft captiv’d to covetife ; 
But would they thinke with how fmall allowaunce 
Untroubled Nature doth her felfe fuffife, 
Such fuperfluities they would defpife, 
Which with fad cares empeach* our native joyes. 
At the well-head the pureft ftreames arife ; 
But mucky filth his braunching armes annoyes, 
And with uncomely weedes the gentle wave accloyes.’ 
16. 
‘«¢ The antique world, in his firft flowring youth, 
Fownd no defect in his Creators grace ; 
But with glad thankes, and unreproved truth, 


k empeach our native joyes.| Here ‘*empeach” is to be underitood 
as hinder, (Fr. empécher) and not in the fenfe of accufe, which alfo is 
one of the meanings of the word: fee vol. i. p. 313. C. 

\ the gentle wave accloyes.| ‘To *‘ accloy”’ is to load, burden, or clog, 
(fee vol i. p. 27): the water is loaded with uncomely weeds. C. 


Cate THE FAERIE QUEENE. 199 


The guifts of foveraine bounty did embrace : 
Like Angels life was then mens happy cace ; 
But later ages pride, like corn-fed fteed, 
Abufd her plenty and fat fwolne encreace 
To all licentious luft, and gan exceed 
The meafure of her meane and naturall firft need. 
17, 
“‘Then gan a curfed hand the quiet wombe 
Of his great Grandmother with fteele to wound, 
And the hid treafures in her facred tombe 
With Sacriledge to dig. Therein he fownd 
Fountaines of gold and filver to abownd, 
Of which the matter of his huge defire 
And pompous pride eftfoones he did compownd ; 
Then avarice gan through his veines infpire 
His greedy flames, and kindled life-devouring fire.” 
18. 
“Sonne,” (faid he then) “ lett be™ thy bitter fcorne, 
And leave the rudeneffe of that antique age 
To them that liv’d therin in ftate forlorne: 
Thou, that doeft live in later times, muft wage 
Thy workes for wealth, and life for gold engage. 
If then thee lift my offred grace to ufe, 
Take what thou pleafe of all this furplufage ; 
If thee lift not, leave have thou to refufe: 
But thing refufed doe not afterward accufe.” 
lo. 
“« Me lift not” (faid the Elfin knight) “ receave 
Thing offred, till I know it well be gott ; 
Ne wote I but thou didft thefe goods bereave 
From rightfull owner by unrighteous lott, 
Or that bloodguiltinefle or guile them blott.” 
“ Perdy,” (qd. he) “yet never eie did vew, 


™ lett be thy bitter feorne.| Leave offs away with it. CHURCH. 
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Ne tong did tell, ne hand thefe handled not ; 
But fafe I have them kept in fecret mew 
From hevens fight, and powre of al which them pourfew.” 
20. 
«¢ What fecret place” (qd. he) ‘can fafely hold 
So huge a maffe, and hide from heavens ete? 
Or where haft thou thy wonne," that fo much gold 
Thou canft preferve from wrong and robbery ?” 
“Come thou,” (qd. he) ‘and fee.” So by and by 
Through that thick covert he him led, and fownd 
A darkfome way, which no man could defcry, 
That deep defcended through the hollow grownd, 
And was with dread and horror compaffed arownd. 
21. 
At length they came into a larger fpace, 
That ftretcht itfelfe into an ample playne ; 
Through which a beaten broad high way did trace, 
That ftreight did lead to Plutoes griefly rayne. 
By that wayes fide there fate internall Payne,° 
And faft befide him fat tumultuous Strife: 
The one in hand an yron whip did ftrayne, 
The other brandifhed a bloody knife ; 
And both did gnafh their teeth, and both did threten life. 
22. 
On thother fide in one confort there fate 
Cruell Revenge, and rancorous Defpight, 
Difloyall Treafon, and hart-burning Hate ; 


i) 


0 where haft thou thy wonne.| Habitation. ‘The word is often thus 
ufed as a fubftantive. Upron. See “ habitaunce,” p. 195. C. 

° there fate internall Payne.| So the 4to. 1590, but afterwards 
<< internal? was corrupted to izfermal. It may be not unreafonably 
doubted whether the poet’s own word were not eferna/, in reference 
to the lafting charaéter of fuffering. Some editors have adopted <* in- 
ternal,” (which we fee no fufficient reafon to change) and others have 
preferred “ infernal,” which little agrees with the epithets applied to 
Strife, Revenge, Defpight, &c. C. 
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But gnawing Gealofy, out of their fight 
Sitting alone, his bitter lips did bight ; 
And trembling Feare ftill to and fro did fly, 
And found no place wher fafe he fhroud him might : 
Lamenting Sorrow did in darknes lye, 
And fhame his ugly face did hide from living eye. 
2 
And over them fad horror with grim hew 
Did alwaies fore, beating his yron wings ; 
And after him Owles and N ight-ravens flew, 
The hatefull mefiengers of heavy things, 
Of death and dolor telling fad tidings ; 
Whiles fad Celeno, fitting on a clifte, 
A fong of bale and bitter forrow fings,? 
That hart of flint a fonder could have rifte ; 
Which having ended after him fhe flyeth {wifte. 
24. 
All thefe before the gates of Pluto lay, 
By whom they pafling fpake unto them nought ; 
But th’ Elfin knight with wonder all the way 
Did feed his eyes, and fild his inner thought. 
At laft him to a litle dore he brought, 

That to the gate of Hell, which gaped wide, 
Was next adjoyning, ne them parted nought :4 
Betwixt them both was but a litle ftride, 

That did the houfe of Richeffe from hellmouth divide. 
25. 
Before the dore fat felfe-confuming Care, 
Day and night keeping wary watch and ward, 


For feare leaft Force or Fraud fhould unaware 
ee 

PA fong of bale and bitter forrow fings.| 'Thefe verfes are finely 
turned ; and the repetition of the letters has a vifible force. “In pree- 
rupta confedit rupe Celeeno, infelix vates,”’ Virg. Ain. iii. 245. Upton. 

1 ne them parted nought.] i. e. did not part them: the reduplication of 
negatives was common ; and we here, as elfewhere, adhere to the intel- 
ligible text of the earlieft impreflions: the folios have 4 en OF 
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Breake in, and fpoile the treafure there in gard: 
Ne would he fuffer Sleepe once thether-ward 
Approch, albe his drowfy den were next ; 
For next to death is Sleepe to be compard ;" 
Therefore his houfe is unto his annext : 

Here Sleep, there Richeffe, and Helgate them both 


betwext. 


26; 
So foon as Mammon there arrivd, the dore 
To him did open and affoorded way : 
Him followed eke Sir Guyon evermore, 
Ne darknefle him, ne daunger might difmay. 
Soone as he entred was, the dore ftreight way 
Did fhutt, and from behind it forth there lept 
An ugly feend, more fowle then difmall day, 
The which with monftrous ftalke behind him ftept, 
And ever as he went dew watch upon him kept. 
27. 
Well hoped hee, ere long that hardy guett, 
If ever covetous hand, or luftfuil eye, 
Or lips he layd on thing that likt him beft, 
Or ever fleepe his eieftrings did untye, 
Should be his pray. And therefore ftill on hye 
He over him did hold his cruell clawes, 
Threatning with greedy gripe to doe him dye, 
And rend in peeces with his ravenous pawes, 
If ever he tranfgreft the fatall Stygian lawes. 
28. 
That houfes forme within was rude and ftrong, 
Lyke an huge cave hewne out of rocky clifte, 


t For next to death is Sleepe to be compard.| Death and Sleep were 
brothers; both fons of Night and Erebus: hence Homer, Il. &. 231; 
Ev) "Yarvp EueBryro xacryvyity Oavaroro. 


Hence too Virg. Ain. vi. 278; 
«« Tum confanguineus Lethi Sopor.” Upton. 
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From whofe rough vaut the ragged breaches hong 

Emboft with maffy gold of glorious guifte, 

And with rich metall loaded every rifte, 

That heavy ruine they did feeme to threatt ; 

And over them Arachne high did lifte 

Her cunning web, and {pred her fubtile nett, 
Enwrapped in fowle fmoke and clouds more black then 

eee. 
29. 

Both roofe, and floore, and walls, were all of gold, 

But overgrowne with duft and old decay, 

And hid in darknes, that none could behold 

The hew thereof; for vew of cherefull day 

Did never in that houfe it felfe difplay, 

But a faint fhadow of uncertein light : 

Such as a lamp, whofe life.does fade away, 

Or as the Moone, cloathed with clowdy night, 
Does fhew to him that walkes in feare and fad affright. 
efeh 

In all that rowme was nothing to be feene 
But huge great yron chefts, and coffers ftrong, 
_ All bard with double bends, that none could weene 
Them to efforce® by violence or wrong : 
On every fide they placed were along ; 
But all the grownd with fculs was {cattered, 
And dead mens bones, which round about were flong ; 
Whofe lives, it feemed, whilome there were fhed, 
And their vile carcafes now left unburied. 
Rie 
They forward pafle; ne Guyon yet {poke word, 


Till that they came unto an yron dore, 


* hem to efforce.| It is “ efforce” in every old impreflion, a word 
conftantly employed by Spenfer, (fee p. 217, &c.); but Todd printed 
enforce, and has mifled various followers. Profeffor Child, of Cambridge, 
U. S., is an honourable exception in his edit. Bofton, bog 550 5: 
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Which to them opened of his owne accord, 
And fhewd of richeffe fuch exceeding ftore, 
As eie of man did never fee before, 
Ne ever could within one place be fownd, 
Though all the wealth which 1s, or was of yore, 
Could gathered be through all the world arownd, 
And that above were added to that under grownd. 
Oa. 
The charge thereof unto a covetous Spright 
Commaunded was, who thereby did attend, 
And warily awaited day and night, 
From other covetous feends it to defend, 
Who it to rob and ranfacke did intend. 
Then Mammon, turning to that warriour, faid ; 
«© Loe! here the worldes blis: loe! here the end, 
To which al men do ayme, rich to be made: 


Such grace now to be happy is before thee laid.” 


sR 
“Certes,” (fayd he) “I will thine offred grace, 
Ne to be made fo happy doe intend: 
Another blis before mine eyes I place, 
Another happines, another end. 
To them that lift thefe bafe regardes I lend ; 
But I in armes, and in atchievements brave, 
Do rather choofe my flitting houres to fpend, 
And to be Lord of thofe that riches have, 
Then them to have my felfe, and be their fervile {clave.” 


34: 

Thereat the feend his gnafhing teeth did grate, 
And griev’d fo long to lacke his greedie pray ; 
For well he weened that fo glorious bayte 
Would tempt his gueft to take thereof affay : 
Had he fo doen, he had him fnatcht away, 
More light then Culver in the Faulcons fitt. 
Eternall God thee fave from fuch decay ! 
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But, whenas Mammon faw his purpofe mitt, 
Him to entrap unwares another way he witt. 
ey 
Thence forward he him ledd, and fhortly brought 
Unto another rowme, whofe dore forthright 
To him did open, as it had beene taught. 
Therein an hundred raunges weren pight, 
And hundred fournaces all burning bright : 
By every fournace many feendes did byde, 
Deformed creatures, horrible in fight ; 
And every feend his bufie paines applyde 
To melt the golden metall, ready to be tryde. 
Or 
One with great bellowes gathered filling ayre, 
And with forft wind the fewell did inflame ; 
Another did the dying bronds repayre 
With yron tongs, and fprinckled ofte the fame 
With liquid waves, fiers Vulcans rage to tame, 
Who, mayftring them, renewd his former heat : 
Some fcumd the droffe that from the metall came ; 
Some ftird the molten owre with ladles great ; 
And every one did {wincke, and every one did {weat. 
sk 
But, when an earthly wight' they prefent faw 
Gliftring in armes and battailous aray, | 
From their whot work they did themfelves withdraw 
To wonder at the fight; for till that day 
They never creature faw that cam that way: 
Their ftaring eyes {parckling with fervent fyre 
And ugly fhapes did nigh the man difmay, 
That, were it not for fhame, he would retyre ; 
Till that him thus befpake their foveraine Lord and iytce 


* But, when an earthly wight, &c.] So the firft edition reads; the reft 
read either ** when as,” or ** whenas.” Topp. 
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oy. : 
‘¢ Behold, thou Faeries fonne, with mortall eye, 
- That living eye before did never fee. 
The thing, that thou didft crave fo earneftly, 
To weet whence all the wealth late fhewd by mee 
Proceeded, lo! now is reveald to thee. 
Here is the fountaine of the worldes good: 
Now, therefore, if thou wilt enriched bee, 
Avife thee well, and chaunge thy wilfull mood, 
Leaft thou perhaps hereafter wifh, and be withftood.” 
39% 
‘<< Suffife it then, thou Money God,” (qd. hee) 
‘¢ That all thine ydle offers I refufe. 
All that I need I have: what needeth mee 
To covet more then I have caufe to ufe? 
With fuch vaine fhewes thy worldlinges vyle abufe ; 
But give me leave to follow mine emprife.” 
Mammon was much difpleafd, yet no’te he chufe 
But beare the rigour of his bold mefprife ;* 
And thence him forward ledd him further to entife. 
40. 
He brought him, through a darkfom narrow ftrayt, 
To a broad gate all built of beaten gold: 
The gate was open; but therein did wayt 
A fturdie villein, ftryding ftiffe and bold, 
As if the higheft God defy he would :* 


u bis bold mefprife.| Contempt, or negled; Fr. ‘The fecond edition 
reads me/pife, which fome editions have followed. ‘Topp. Such is the 
cafe with the fol. 1611, but Drayton correéted the error in his margin. C. 


x As if the higheft God defy be would.| According to the errata at 
the end of the 4to. 1590, it is doubtful whether we ought in this line 
to read ‘* that higheft God,” or in a fubfequent line in St. 43, “ that 
fiers Carle.” Todd preferred the laft, and fo do we; not fo much for 
the reafon he gives, as becaufe we find the ftanza quoted in ** England’s 
Parnaflus” precifely as we have given it. ‘That well-known work, 
confifting of fhort extracts from many poets, was publifhed in 1600. C. 
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In his right hand an yron club he held, 


But he himfelfe was all of golden mould,’ 
Yet had both life and fence, and well could weld 
That curfed weapon, when his cruell foes he queld. 
Al. 
Difdayne he called was,” and did difdayne 
To be fo cald, and who fo did him call: 
Sterne was his looke,* and full of ftomacke vayne ; 
His portaunce terrible, and ftature tall, 
Far paffing th’ hight of men terreftriall, 
Like an huge Gyant of the Titans race ; 
That made him {corne all creatures great and {mall, 
And with his pride all others powre deface : 
More fitt emongft black fiendes then men to have his place. 
42. 
Soone as thofe glitterand armes he did e{pye, 
That with their brightneffe made that darknes light, 
His harmefull club he gan to hurtle hye, 
And threaten batteill to the Faery knight ; 
Who likewife gan himfelfe to batteill dight, 
Till Mammon did his hafty hand withhold, 
And counfeld him abftaine from perilous fight ; 


Y But he himfelfe was all of golden mould.| Were we vary from the 

4to. 1590, where the line ftands, 

“But he himfelfe was all of yrox mould,” 

not merely becaufe we think it extremely likely, as Upton remarks, that 
the old compofitor printed yron for “ golden,” the word yron having 
caught his eye in the line above, but becaufe “‘ golden” is found in all 
editions fubfequent to the firft. It is alfo deferving of notice that the 
word is ** golden” in the quotation already referred to in ‘¢ England’s 
Parnaflus,” 1600. ‘There, too, “* But” is fubftituted for And, as well 
as in the 4to. 1596, and in the folios 1609 and 1611. C. 

* Difdayne he called was.| We have another monftrous giant of the 
fame name in F, Q, vi. vii. 44. Difdain is a Fairy Knight introduced 
in Ariofto, C. xlil. 53, 64, who frees Rinaldo from the monfter Jea- 
loufy. Upron. 

* Sterne was bis looke.| So the firft edition, and rightly. Aeswdy dep- 
xduevos. ‘The fecond edition, and the folio of 1609 read, “ Sterne was 
to looke.” Upron. So alfo the folio of 1611. C. 
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For nothing might abafh the villein bold, 


Ne mortall fteele emperce his mifcreated mould.° 
43. 
So having him with reafon pacifyde, 
And that fiers Carle commaunding to forbeare, 
He brought him in. The rowme was large and wyde, 
As it fome Gyeld® or folemne Temple weare. 
Many great golden pillours did upbeare 
The mafly roofe, and riches huge fuftayne ; 
And every pillour decked was full deare 
With crownes, and Diademes, and titles vaine, 
Which mortall Princes wore whiles they on earth did 
rayne. 
44. 
A route of people there aflembled were, 
Of every fort and nation under fkye, 
Which with great uprore preaced to draw nere 
To th’ upper part, where was advaunced hye 
A ftately fiege of foveraine majeftye ; 
And thereon fatt a woman, gorgeous gay, 
And richly cladd in robes of royaltye, 
That never earthly Prince in fuch aray 
His glory did enhaunce, and pompous pryde difplay. 
45. 
Her face right wondrous faire did feeme to bee, 
That her broad beauties beam great brightnes threw 
Through the dim fhade, that all men might it fee: 


Yet was not that fame her owne native hew, 


b bis mifcreated mould.| Mr. Addifon was miftaken in thinking that 
mifcreated was a word of Milton’s coining. Spenfer ufes it in F. Q.i. 
ii. 3, and in other places. JorrTin. 

© As it fome Gyeld.| Hall, a guild-hall. A. S. gild; Ger. gilde. 
Urron. A“ guild” ftrictly appears to mean what was yielded or con- 
tributed; but it was alfo ufed for a fociety or fraternity, as well as for 
the place of meeting of fuch a body. It is in this laft fenfe that Spenfer 
applies the word. C. 
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But wrought by art and counterfetted thew, 
Thereby more lovers unto her to call: 
Nath’leffe moft hevenly faire in deed and vew 
She by creation was, till fhe did fall; 
Thenceforth fhe fought for helps to cloke her crime 
withall. 
46. 
There, as in gliftring glory fhe did fitt, 
She held a great gold chaine ylincked well, 
Whofe upper end to higheft heven was knitt, 
And lower part did reach to loweft Hell ; 
And all that preace did rownd about her {well 
To catchen hold of that long chaine, thereby 
To climbe aloft, and others to excell : 
That was Ambition, rath defire to fty,‘ 
And every linck thereof a ftep of dignity. 
47. 
Some thought to raife themfelves to high degree 
By riches and unrighteous reward ; 
Some by clofe fhouldring ; fome by flatteree ; 
Others through friendes ; others for bafe regard, 
And all by wrong waies fe themfelves prepard : 
Thofe that were up themfelves kept others low ; 
Thofe that were low themfelves held others ened 
Ne fuffred them to ryfe or greater STOW ; 
But every one did ftrive his fellow downe to throw. 
48. 
Which whenas Guyon faw, he gan inquire, 
What meant that preace about that Ladies throne, 
And what fhe was that did fo high afpyre? 
Him Mammon anfwered ; ‘‘ That goodly one, 
Whom all that folke with fuch contention 
Doe flock about, us deare, my gaugiien Is 
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thee Hap to py. ] To. ss ity ” is to afcend. See rhe! note to the 
Sonnet to the Earl of Effex, vol. i. p..161; and other places. C. 
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Honour and dignitie from her alone 
Derived are, and all this worldes blis, 
For which ye men doe ftrive: few gett, but many mis: 


49- 
‘¢ And fayre Philotime fhe rightly hight, 
The faireft wight that wonneth under fkie, 
But that this darkfom neather world her light 
Doth dim with horror and deformity ; 
Worthie of heven and hye felicitie, 
From whence the gods have her for envy thruft : 
But, fith thou haft found favour in mine eye, 
Thy fpoufe I will her make, if that thou luft, 
That fhe may thee advance for works and merits juft.” 
50. ; 
‘¢Gramercy, Mammon,” (faid the gentle knight) 
“‘ For fo great grace and offred high eftate ; 
But I, that am fraile flefh and earthly wight, 
Unworthy match for fuch immortall mate 
My felfe well wote, and mine unequall fate : 
And were I not, yet is my trouth yplight, 
And love avowd to other Lady late, 
That to remove the fame I have no might: 
To chaunge love caufeleffe is reproch to warlike knight.” 
ik 
Mammon emmoved was with inward wrath ; 
Yet, forcing it to fayne, him forth thence ledd, 
Through griefly fhadowes by a beaten path, 
Into a gardin goodly garnifhed 
With hearbs and fruits, whofe kinds mote not be redd: 
Not fuch as earth out of her fruitfull woomb 
Throwes forth to men, {weet and well favored, 
But direfull deadly black, both leafe and bloom, 
Fitt to adorne the dead, and deck the drery toombe. 


ek 
There mournfull Cypreffe grew in greateft ftore, 
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And trees of bitter Gall, and Heben fad ; 
Dead fleeping Poppy, and black Hellebore ; 
Cold Cologuintida, and Tetra mad ; 
Mortall Samnitis, and Cicuta bad, 
With which th’ unjuft Atheniens® made to dy 
Wife Socrates ; who, thereof quaffing glad, 
Pourd out his life and lat Philofophy 

To the fayre Critias, his deareft Belamy !‘ 


$3. 
The Gardin of Proferpina this hight ; 
And in the midft thereof a filver (eat, 
With a thick Arber goodly over-dight, 
In which fhe often ufd from open heat 
Her felfe to throud, and pleafures to entreat : 
Next thereunto did grow a goodly tree, 
With braunches broad difpredd and body great, 
Clothed with leaves, that none the wood mote fee, 
And loaden all with fruit as thick as it might bee. 
54. 
Their fruit were golden apples gliftring bright, 
That goodly was their glory to behold ; 
_ On earth like never grew, ne living wight 


° With which th’ unjuft Atheniens.] Itis Which with, 8c. in every 
old impreffion, and we hefitate to change it, recolleting that it is only 
another form of Wherewith: if it had ftood « Wherewith th’ unjuft 
Atheniens,” &c. nobody would have thought ofaltering the text. How- 
ever, as we may eafily fuppofe which with to have been an inverfion 
by the printer, we change the places of the two words. When Todd 
tells us that in Tonfon’s edition of 1758, the two words are combined 
by a hyphen, he ought to have known that the infertion of the hyphen 
had been made about a century and a half earlier, viz. in the folio 
1611. Another, and a {trong reafon with us for reverfing the order of 
which with is, that Drayton, in his copy of the folio 1611, has put the 
figures 1 and 2 over the words, and in his margin, as if to mark the 
tran{pofition. He therefore, who lived in Spenfer’s time, was not fatis- 
fied by the hyphen in that impreffion. C., 

" bis deareft Belamy.] From the Fr. de/ ami. Chaucer calls the 
Pardoner e/amy; and in the preceding Canto, Spenfer has ufed the 
word delamour. C. 
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Like ever faw, but they from hence were fold ; 
For thofe which Hercules, with conqueft bold 

Got from great Atlas daughters, hence began, 
And planted there did bring forth fruit of gold ; 
And thofe with which th’ Euboean young man wan 
Swift Atalanta, when through craft he her out ran. 


55: 
Here alfo fprong that goodly golden fruit, 
With which Acontius got his lover trew, 
Whom he had long time fought with fruitleffe fuit : 
Here eke that famous golden Apple grew, 
The which emongft the gods falfe Ate threw ; 
For which th’ Idean Ladies difagreed, 
Till partiall Paris dempt® it Venus dew, 
And had of her fayre Helen for his meed, 
That many noble Greekes and Trojans made to bleed. 
56. 
The warlike Elfe much wondred at this tree, 
So fayre and great that fhadowed all the ground, 
And his broad braunches, laden with rich fee, 
Did ftretch themfelves without the utmoft bound 
Of this great gardin, compaft with a mound; 
Which over-hanging, they themfelves did fteepe 
In a blacke flood, which flow’d about it round. 
That is the river of Cocytus deepe, 
In which full many foules do endleffe wayle and weepe. 


$7: 
Which to behold he clomb up to the bancke, 
And looking downe faw many damned wightes 
In thofe fad waves, which direfull deadly ftancke, 
Plonged continually of cruell Sprightes, 
That with their piteous cryes, and yelling fhrightes, 


& Till partiall Paris dempt.] fudged, or deemed. A.S. deman. In 
the Ifle of Man, the civil judge is diftinguifhed, to this day, by the title 
of the dempfter. Topp. Doomfter is alfo in ufe. C. 
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They made the further fhore refounden wide. 
Emongft the reft of thofe fame ruefull fightes, 
One curfed creature he by chaunce efpide, 
That drenched lay full deepe under the Garden fide. 
On 
Deepe was he drenched to the upmott chin, 
Yet gaped ftill as coveting to drinke 
Of the cold liquor which he waded in; 
And ftretching forth his hand did often thinke 
To reach the fruit which grew upon the brincke ; 
But both the fruit from hand, and flood from mouth, 
Did fly abacke, and made him vainely {wincke ; 
The whiles he fterv’d with hunger, and with drouth, 
He daily dyde, yet never throughly dyen couth. 


59: 
The knight, him feeing labour fo in vaine, 
Afkt who he was, and what he ment thereby ? 
Who, groning deepe, thus anfwerd him againe ; 
“< Moft curfed of all creatures under fkye, 
Lo! Tantalus, I here tormented lye: 
Of whom high Jove wont whylome feafted bee ; 
_ Lo! here I now for want of food doe dye: 
But, if that thou be fuch as I thee fee, 
Of grace I pray thee, give to eat and drinke to mee!” 
60. 
“« Nay, nay, thou greedy Tantalus,” (quoth he) 
“¢ Abide the fortune of thy prefent fate ; 
And unto all that live in high degree, 
Enfample be of mind more temperate," 


” Enfample be of mind more temperate.| ‘This is the text of the 4to. 
1590, from which we do not vary, becaufe the meaning of the poet is 
quite evident :—Tantalus was to be an example of the advantages of a 
more temperate mind, 'T’o fay with later impreflions iztemperate for 
“more temperate” is comparatively poor and tame: the fate of Tan- 
talus was to be a warning to others of the confequences of not being 
“* more temperate ” than he had fhown himfelf. C. 


To teach them how to ufe their prefent ftate.” 
Then gan the curfed wretch alowd to cry, 
Accufing higheft Jove and gods ingrate ; 
And eke blafpheming heaven bitterly, 

As author of unjuftice, there to let him dye. 

61. 

He lookt a litle further, and efpyde 

Another wretch, whofe carcas deepe was drent 
Within the river, which the fame did hyde ; 
But both his handes, moft filthy feculent, 
Above the water were on high extent, 
And faynd to wafh themfelves inceflantly, 
Yet nothing cleaner were for fuch intent, 
But rather fowler feemed to the eye; 

So loft his labour vaine and ydle induftry. 

62. 

The knight him calling afked who he was? 
Who, lifting up his head, him anfwerd thus ; 
‘¢T Pilate am, the falfeft Judge, alas! 

And moft unjuft; that, by unrighteous 
And wicked doome, to Jewes defpiteous 
Delivered up the Lord of life to dye, 
And did acquite a murdrer felonous ; 
The whiles my handes I wafht in purity, 
The whiles my foule was foyld with fowle iniquity.” 
63. 

Infinite moe tormented in like paine 
He there beheld, too long here to be told: 
Ne Mammon would there let him long remayne, 
For terrour of the tortures manifold, 

In which the damned foules he did behold, 
But roughly him befpake: ‘‘ Thou fearefull foole, 
Why takeft not of that fame fruite of gold? 
Ne fitteft downe on that fame filver ftoole, 
To reft thy weary perfon in the fhadow coole?” 
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2. 
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64. 
All which he did to do him deadly fall 
In frayle intemperaunce through finfull bayt ; 
To which if he inclyned had at all, 
That dreadfull feend, which did behinde him wayt, 
Would him have rent in thoufand peeces ftrayt : 
But he was wary wife in all his way, 
And well perceived his deceiptfull fleight, 
Ne fuffred luft his fafety to betray. 
So goodly did beguile the Guyler of his pray.’ 
65. 
And now he has fo long remained theare, 
That vitall powres gan wexe both weake and wan 
For want of food and fleepe, which two upbeare, 
Like mightie pillours, this frayle life of man, 
That none without the fame enduren can: 
For now three dayes of men were full outwrought, 
Since he this hardy enterprize began : 
For thy great Mammon fayrely he befought 
Into the world to guyde him backe, as he him brought. 
66. 
The God, though loth, yet was conftraynd t’ obay ; 
For lenger time then that no living wight 
Below the earth might fuffred be to ftay : 
So backe againe him brought to living light. 
But all fo foone as his enfeebled {pright 
Gan fucke this vital] ayre into his brett, 
As overcome with too exceeding might, 
The life did flit away out of her nett, 
And all his fences were with deadly fit oppreft. 


' the Guyler of his pray.| So the firft edition : all the other old im- 
preffions read, ‘ the pray.” Topp. 


CANTO VIL 


Sir Guyon, layd in fwowne, 1s by 
Acrates fonnes defpoyld ; 

Whom Arthure foone hath refkewed, 
And Paynim brethren foyld. 


Te 
‘y ND is there care in heaven? And is there 
s love 
In heavenly fpirits to thefe creatures 
bace, 


That may compafiion of their evils move ¢ 
There is: elfe much more wretched were the cace 
Of men then beafts. But O! th’ exceeding grace 
Of higheft God that loves his creatures {o, 

And all his workes with mercy doth embrace, 
That bleffed Angels he fends to and fro, 
To ferve to wicked man, to ferve his wicked foe. 
2. 

How oft do they their filver bowers leave, 

To come to fuccour us that fuccour want! 

How oft do they with golden pineons cleave 
The flitting fkyes, like flying Purfuivant, 
Againft fowle feendes to ayd us militant! 

They for us fight, they watch and dewly ward, 
And their bright Sqadrons round about us plant ; 
And all for love, and nothing for reward. 


O! why fhould hevenly God to men have fuch regard? 
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3: 
During the while that Guyon did abide 
In Mamons houfe, the Palmer, whom whyleare 
That wanton Mayd of paflage had denide, 
By further fearch had paflage found elfewhere ; 
And, being on his way, approached neare 
Where Guyon lay in traunce; when fuddeinly 
He heard a voyce that called lowd and cleare, 
““Come hether! come hether !? O, come haftily !” 
That all the fields refounded with the ruefull cry. 
4. 
The Palmer lent his eare unto the noyce, 
To weet who called fo importunely : 
Againe he heard a more efforced voyce, 
That bad him come in hafte. He by and by 
His feeble feet directed to the cry ; 
Which to that fhady delve him brought at laft, 
Where Mammon earft did funne his threafury : 
There the good Guyon he found flumbring faft 
In fenceles dreame ; which fight at firft him fore aghaft. 


Befide his head there fatt a faire young man, 
Of wondrous beauty and of fretheft yeares, 
Whofe tender bud to bloffome new began, 
And florifh faire above his equall peares: 
His {nowy front, curled with golden heares, 
Like Phoebus face adornd with funny rayes, 
Divinely fhone; and two fharpe winged fheares, 
Decked with diverfe plumes, like painted Jayes, 
Were fixed at his backe to cut his ayery wayes. 
6. 
Like as Cupido on Idean hill, 


* Come hether! come hether! &c.|] So Spenfer’s own editions read : 
but the folio of 1609, [and the folio of 161 1,]— 


“Come hither, sither, O come hattily!’? Upron. 
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When having laid his cruell bow away 

And mortall arrowes, wherewith he doth fill 

The world with murdrous fpoiles and bloody pray, 

With his faire mother he him dights to play, 

And with his goodly fifters, Graces three: 

The Goddeffe, pleafed with his wanton play, 

Suffers her felfe through fleepe beguild to bee, 
The whiles the other Ladies mind theyr mery glee. 


ve 
Whom when the Palmer faw, abafht he was 
Through fear and wonder that he nought could fay, 
Till him the childe befpoke ; “‘ Long lackt, alas! 
Hath bene thy faithfull aide in hard affay, 
Whiles deadly fitt thy pupill doth difmay. 
Behold this heavy fight, thou reverend Sire! 
But dread of death and dolor doe away ; 
For life ere long fhall to her home retire, 
And he that breathleffe feems fhal corage bold refpire. 
8. 
<¢ The charge, which God doth unto me arrett,” 
Of his deare fafety, I to thee commend ; 
Yet will I not forgoe, ne yet forgett 
The care thereof my felfe unto the end, 
But evermore him fuccour, and defend 
Againft his foe and mine: watch thou, I pray ; 
For evill is at hand him to offend.” 
So having faid, eftfoones he gan difplay 
His painted nimble wings, and vanifht quite away. 


9: 

The Palmer feeing his lefte empty place, 
And his flow eies beguiled of their fight, 
Woxe fore affraid, and ftanding ftill a fpace 


b God doth unto me arrett.| Appoint, allot. Fr. arrefter, arréter. 
See alfo F. Q. ii. xi. 73 iil. vill. 7. Upton. 
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Gaz’d after him, as fowle efcapt by flight. 
At laft, him turning to his charge behight,° 
With trembling hand his troubled pulfe gan try ; 
Where finding life not yet diflodged quight, 
He much rejoyft, and courd it tenderly,* 

As chicken newly hatcht, from dreaded deftiny. 

Wer 

At laft he {pide where towards him did pace 
Two Paynim knights al armd as bright as {kie, 
And them befide an aged Sire did trace, 
And far before a light-foote Page did fie, 
That breathed ftrife and troublous enmitie. 
Thofe were the two fonnes of Acrates old, 
Who, meeting earft with Archimago {lie 
Foreby that idle ftrond, of him were told 

That he which earft them combatted was Guyon bold. 

ri 

Which to avenge on him they dearly vowd, 
Where ever that on ground they mote him find: 
Falfe Archimage provokte their corage prowd, 
And ftryful Atin in their ftubborne mind 


_ Coles of contention and whot vengeaunce tind.*° 


© to his charge bebight.] To the charge enxtruffed to him. See the 
note on Aight, F. Q. i. iv. 6. [Vol. i. p. 228]. Topp. 

4 and courd it tenderly.| And proteéed it, as a hen fits couring over 
her young chicken. Skinner, «To coure, ab Ital. covares Fr. couver, 
incubare ; metaphora fumpta a gallinis ovis incubantibus.” See Menage 
in v. Couver, But Junius brings it from the old Britith word, cwrrian. 
Milton applies this expreffion to the beats bending or cowring down, 
* Par. Loft,” B. viii. 530. But I believe Spenfer ufes it in the former 
fenfe, as Skinner and Menage explain it. In the Gloffary, ufually printed 
with Spenfer’s Works, it is faid to be put for covered, as if corrupted 
from it. Upron. May it not be urged that cover, and what we ufually 
{pell cower, are, in fact, the fame? C. 

* and whot vengeaunce tind.| 'To tine is to kindle, and figuratively 
to excites A. S. tendan: we till ufe a fubftantive made from the verb 
viz. tinder. Somner would derive teen, forrow, from the fame A. S. 
fource, but this feems more than doubtful. Spenfer again ufes “tind ” 


in Bo QS Brit. Chviiese 157. C. 


220 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B. 2. 


Now bene they come whereas the Palmer fate, 
Keeping that flombred corfe to him affind: 
Well knew they both his perfon, fith of late 
With him in bloody armes they rafhly did debate. 
12. 

Whom when Pyrochles faw, inflam’d with rage 
That fire he fowl befpake: “‘ Thou dotard vile, 
That with thy bruteneffe fhendft thy comely age, 
Abandon foone, I read, the caytive fpoile 
Of that fame outcaft carcas, that erewhile 
Made it felfe famous through falfe trechery, 

And crownd his coward creft with knightly ftile ; 
Loe! where he now inglorious doth lye, 
To proove he lived il that did thus fowly dye.” 
1 

To whom the Palmer fearleffe anfwered : 

“¢ Certes, Sir knight, ye bene too much to blame, 
Thus for to blott the honor of the dead, 

And with fowle cowardize his carcas fhame, 
Whofe living handes immortalizd his name. 

Vile is the vengeaunce on the afhes cold, 

And envy bafe to barke at fleeping fame. 

Was never wight that treafon of him told: 

Your felf his prowefle prov’d, and found him fiers and 

bold.” 


14. 
Then fayd Cymochles: ‘‘ Palmer, thou doeft dote, 
Ne canft of proweffe ne of knighthood deeme, 
Save as thou feeft or hearft. But well I wote, 
That of his puiflaunce tryall made extreeme: 
Yet gold al is not that doth golden feeme ; 
Ne all good knights that fhake well {peare and fhield. 


f That with thy bruteneffe foendft thy comely age.| ‘ Brutenefie * 
of courfe, brutifbuefs, or /tupidity ; and one of the ordinary fenfes of to 
«‘fhend” is to difgrace. C. 
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The worth of all men by their end efteeme, 

And then dew praife or dew reproch them yield: 
Bad therefore I him deeme that thus lies dead on field,” 
15. 

“‘ Good or bad,” gan his brother fiers reply, 
‘¢ What doe I recke, fith that he dide entire ?8 
Or what doth his bad death now fatisfy 
The greedy hunger of revenging yre, 
Sith wrathfull hand wrought not her owne defire ? 
Yet fince no way is lefte to wreake my {pight, 
I will him reave of armes, the victors hire, 

And of that fhield, more worthy of good knight ; 
For why fhould a dead dog be deckt in armour bright ?” 
16. 

*< Rayr Sir,” faid then the Palmer fuppliaunt, 

“For knighthoods love doe not fo fowle a deed, 

Ne blame your honor with fo fhamefull vaunt 

Of vile revenge. To fpoile the dead of weed 

Is facrilege, and doth all finnes exceed: 

But leave thefe relicks of his living might 

To decke his herce, and trap his tomblacke fteed.”® 

“‘ What herce or fteed” (faid he) “fhould he have dight, 
But be entombed in the raven or the kight ?”! 


— — 


8 fith that he dide entire.] “Entire,” hot mangled, or wounded ; as 
we fay, in a whole fein. And integer is thus ufed by Statius, “* Sylv.” 
A BAYS biped Uy 

ee Manefque fubivit 
“* Integer, et nullo temeratus corpora damno.” Upron. 

" Io decke his herce, and trap his tomblacke jteede.| The horfes 
of the dead knights were decked out with d/ach trappings, and with 
their armour; and thus walked in folemn proceffion to the toms, where 
their arms and knightly honours were hung up: hence he fays, “‘ tomb- 
black.” Her/e is ufed for the tomb. Upton. 

| But be entombed in the raven or the kight.| Gorgias Leontinus 
called vultures diving fepulchres, yimes Eurvuyos rador for which he 
incurred the cenfure of Longinus ; whether juitly or no, I fhall not fay. 
Jortin. Shakefpeare (** Macbeth,” A. iii. Sc. 4) {peaks of ** the maws 


of kites” as <‘ monuments” of the dead. C 
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a fs 
With that, rude hand upon his fhield he laid, 
And th’ other brother gan his helme unlace, 
Both fiercely bent to have him difaraid ; 
Till that they fpyde where towards them did pace 
An armed knight, of bold and bounteous grace, 
Whofe fquire bore after him an heben launce 
And coverd fhield. Well kend him fo far fpace 
Th’ enchaunter by his armes and amenaunce,* 
When under him he faw his Lybian fteed to praunce ; 
18. 
And to thofe brethren fayd; ‘‘ Rife, rife bylive,' 
And unto batteil doe your felves addreffe ; 
For yonder comes the proweft knight alive, 
Prince Arthur, flowre of grace and nobileffe, 
That hath to Paynim knights wrought gret diftreffe, 
And thoufand Sar’zins fowly donne to dye.” 
That word fo deepe did in their harts impreffe, 
That both eftfoones upftarted furioufly, 
And gan themfelves prepare to batteill greedily. 
19. 
But fiers Pyrochles, ead his owne fword, 
The want thereof now greatly gan to plaine, 
And Archimage befought, him that afford 
Which he had brought for Braggadochio vaine. 
«¢ So would I,” (faid th’ enchaunter) “ glad and faine 
Beteeme to you this fword,™ you to defend, 
Or ought that els your honour might maintaine ; 
But that this weapons powre I well have kend 
To be contrary to the worke which ye intend: 


k amenaunce.| Carriage, behaviour. Fr. amener s Ital. ammanuare. 
See alfo'F."Q. 11x.) 5 3 iil. 1.413 1¥. 1. 5. SUenoee 

1 Rife, rife bylive.| i.e. rife quickly, /peedily. See vol.i. p. 110. C. 

™ Beteeme to you this fword.| ‘The underftood fenfe of * beteeme” is 
to allow, or beftows and it feems fo ufed by Shakefpeare in “* Midf. Night’s 
Dream,” A? ioc. r. -Seeralfo ** Hamlet,” Avis Semeemeaae 


e.8i THE FAERIE QUEENE. 202 


20. 
“‘ For that fame knights owne fword this is, of yore 
Which Merlin made” by his almightie art 
For that his nourfling, when he knighthood fwore, 
Therewith to doen his foes eternall {mart. 
The metall firft he mixt with Medewart, 
That no enchauntment from his dint might fave ; 
Then it in flames of Aetna wrought apart, 
And feven times dipped in the bitter wave 
Of hellifh Styx, which hidden vertue to it gave, 
21. 
‘< The vertue is, that nether fteele nor ftone 
The ftroke thereof from entraunce may defend ; 
Ne ever may be ufed by his fone, 
Ne forft his rightful owner to offend ; 
Ne ever will it breake, ne ever bend: 
Wherefore Morddure it rightfully is hight. 
In vaine therefore, Pyrochles, fhould I lend 
The fame to thee, againft his lord to fight ; 
For fure yt would deceive thy labor and thy might.” 
22. 
** Foolifh old man,” faid then the Pagan wroth, 
‘<’That weeneft words or charms may force with- 
{ftond: 
Soone fhalt thou fee, and then beleeve for troth, 
That I can carve with this inchaunted brond 
His Lords owne flefh.” Therewith out of his hond 


" Which Merlin made.| ‘* Merlin” mixt the metal with medewart; 
that is, with the wort or herb called medica, concerning which fee 
Virgil, Georg. i. 215. It availed againft enchantments, and for this 
reafon was ufed by Merlin. This {word for its virtues was named 
Morddure: it bit hard and fharp; from mordre to bite, and dur, hard ; 
or from the Ital. mordere, to bite or wound, and duramente, cruelly, 
hardly. From this very quality Orlando’s {word had its name; and 
was called Durenda, as Turpin writes in his « Hiftory of Charles the 
Great,” Ch. xxi. “ Durenda interpretatur durus ifus.”? Hence Boyardo 
and Ariofto have called their heroes’ {word, Durlindana. Urpron. 
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That vertuous fteele he rudely {natcht away, 
And Guyons fhield about his wreft he bond: 
So ready dight fierce battaile to affay, 

And match his brother proud in battailous aray. 

23. 

By this, that ftraunger knight in prefence came, 

And goodly falued them ;° who nought againe 
Him anfwered, as courtefie became ; 
But with fterne lookes, and ftomachous difdaine, 
Gave fignes of grudge and difcontentment vaine. 
Then, turning to the Palmer, he gan fpy 
Where at his feet, with forrowfull demayne? 
And deadly hew, an armed corfe did lye, 

In whofe dead face he redd great magnanimity. 

24, 

Sayd he then to the Palmer: ‘‘ Reverend Syre, 
What great misfortune hath betidd this knight ¢ 
Or did his life her fatall date expyre, 

Or did he fall by treafon, or by fight? 
How ever, fure I rew his pitteous plight.” 
“ Not one, nor other,” fayd the Palmer grave, 
<¢ Hath him befalne; but cloudes of deadly night 
A while his heavy eylids cover’d have, 
And all his fences drowned in deep fencelefle wave. 
25. 
«¢ Which thofe his cruell foes,‘ that ftand hereby, 


° And goodly falued them.] Saluted them courteoufly. It occurs in the 
form of “ falewd ” in F. Q.B. iv. C. vi. St. 25, yet fome editors have here 
printed the word falved. It is from the Fr. /a/uer, and that, of courfe, 
from the Latin. It occurs as /2/eweth in Chaucer (“ Kn. Tale,” edit. 
Tyrr. v. 1494,) and in Gower, (‘ Conf. Amantis,’’) as fa/u. ‘Topp. 

P demayne.| Demeanour, or appearance. Elfewhere (F. Q. B. vi. 
C. vi. St. 18) Spenfer fpells it more correétly ‘¢ demeane,” but here he 
diftorts the word a little for rhyme fake. C. 

a Which thofe his cruell foes, &c.] Corrected from the errata, fub- 
joined to the firft edition. In the firft and fecond editions, the verfe 
wants a foot, and reads,— 
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Making advauntage, to revenge their {pight, 
Would him difarme and treaten fhamefully ; 
Unworthie ufage of redoubted knight. 
But you, faire Sir, whofe honourable fight 
Doth promife hope of helpe and timely grace, 
Mote I befeech to fuccour his fad plight, 
And by your powre prote¢t his feeble cace ? 
Firft prayfe of knighthood is fowle outrage to deface.” 
26; 
‘Palmer ye (faidehe) “no knight fo rude, I weene, 
As to doen outrage to a fleeping ghott ; 
Ne was there ever noble corage feene, 
That in advauntage would his puiffaunce boft : 
Honour is leaft where oddes appeareth moft. 
May bee, that better reafon will afwage 
The rafh revengers heat. Words, well difpoft, 
Have fecrete powre t’ appeafe inflamed rage : 
If not, leave unto me thy knights laft patronage.” 
bist 
Tho, turning to thofe brethren, thus befpoke : 
“Ye warlike payre, whofe valorous great might, 
It feemes, juft wronges to vengeaunce doe provoke, 
To wreake your wrath on this dead feeming knight, 
Mote ought allay the ftorme of your defpight, 
And fettle patience in fo furious heat ? 
Not to debate the chalenge of your right, 
But for his carkas pardon I entreat, 
Whom fortune hath already laid in loweft feat.” 
Pao 
To whom Cymochles faid; “ For what art thou, 


** Which thofe /ame foes, that ftand hereby, 
“‘ Making advauntage,”’ &c. 


The folios, without referring to the poet’s own direétion, offer a fup- 
pofed emendation : 
“Which thofe fame foes, that deen awaite hereby—?’ Toop. 


II. Q 
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That mak’ft thy felfe his dayes-man,* to prolong 
The vengeaunce preft?* Or who fhall let me now 
On this vile body from to wreak my wrong,’ 
And made his carkas as the outcaft dong? 
Why fhould not that dead carrion fatisfye 
The guilt which, if he lived had thus long, 
His life for dew revenge fhould deare abye ?” 
The trefpafs ftill doth live, albee the perfon dye.” 
29. 

“¢ Indeed,” then faid the Prince, “the evill donne 
Dyes not, when breath the body firft doth leave ; 
But from the grandfyre to the Nephewes fonne, 
And all his feede the curfe doth often cleave, 

Till vengeaunce utterly the guilt bereave: 
So ftreightly God doth judge. But gentle Knight, 
That doth againft the dead his hand upheave,* 
His honour ftaines with rancour and defpight, 
And great difparagment makes to his former might.” 


t his dayes-man.| Arbitrator, or judge. So, in Wickliffe’s tranflation 
of the New Teftament, 1 Cor. iv. 3. “ Mannys dai” is the judgment 
of men, as Mr. Upton has noticed; and, as Mr. Church adds, day is 
the prefent marginal reading of that paflage. ‘Topp. The verb to 
“< day,” that is to judge, is ufed by our old poets, but it is not found in 
our dictionaries : thus in J. Heywood’s “ Spider and Fly,” 1556, K. iii. 

‘«< Or bring a certentie, for any faying, 
To an uncertentie by dowtfull daying.” 
And in T. Lupton’s ** All for Money,” 1578: 
‘«¢ Few blinde matters but I mutt be at their daying: 
If I fpeake the word, it is done without praying.” C. 

8 The vengeaunce preft.| Ready at hand, or fudden. No old word 
can be more common: from the Fr. prét. C. 

t from to wreak my wrong.| A Grecifm, aro rov ricacbas, from 
wreaking. Who fhall now hinder me from revenging my wrongs on 
this vile body? Upron. 

u fhould deare abye.| Or abide. Some etymologifts would make 
‘aby ” and adide different words : fee Shakefpeare’s ‘ Midf. N. Dream,” 
Agiti aSesta; edits Collier nitt;223.9228s) Ce 

* his hand upbeave.| All old copies read upreares but Drayton 
altered it to ‘* upheave,” in his folio 1611. C. 
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30. 
Pyrochles gan reply the fecond tyme, 


And to him faid: ‘ Now, felon, fure I read, 
How that thou art partaker of his cryme: 
Therefore, by Termagaunt’ thou fhalt be dead.” 
With that his hand, more fad then lomp of lead, 
Uplifting high, he weened with Morddure, 
His owne good fword Morddure, to cleave his head. 
The faithfull fteele fuch treafon no’uld endure, 
But, {warving from the marke, his Lordes life did affure. 
1} 
Yet was the force fo furious and fo fell, 
That horfe and man it made to reele afyde : 
Nath’leffe the Prince would not forfake his fell, 
For well of yore he learned had to ryde, 
But full of anger fierfly to him cryde; 
“ Falfe traitour! mifcreaunt! thou broken haft 
The law of armes to ftrike foe undefide: 
But thou thy treafons fruit, I hope, fhalt tafte 
Right fowre, and feele the law the which thou haft defaft.” 
32; 
With that his balefull fpeare he fiercely bent 
Againft the Pagons breft, and therewith thought 
His curfed life out of her lodg have rent ; 
But ere the point arrived where it ought, 


¥ Therefore, by Termagaunt.| In the 33rd Stanza, the oath is, By 
Mahoune: they are generally joined together in the old romances. 
Termagaunt is the god of the Saracens, and Mahoune is Mahomet ; and 
they are often coupled, as in F. Oy Bovis OaVilawi a4 7 
** And oftentimes by Turmagant and Mahound {wore.” 
They both often figure, or are {worn by, in our moft ancient dramatic 
performances. Topp. Hall, perhaps, points out our author in the 
following verfes, Sat. B. i. S. i. 
“Nor fright the reader with the Pagan vaunt 
Of mightie Mahound or great Termagaunt.”’ 
T. Warton. It may be doubted whether Hall had any particular poet 
in view—leaft of all Spenfer. C. 
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That feven fold fhield, which he from Guyon brought, 
He caft between to ward the bitter ftownd : 
Through all thofe foldes the fteelehead paflage 
wrought, 
And through his fhoulder perft ; wherwith to ground 
He groveling fell, all gored in-his gufhing wound. 


33° 
Which when his brother faw, fraught with great griefe 
And wrath, he to him leaped furioufly, 
And fowly faide: “‘ By Mahoune, curfed thiefe, 
That direfull ftroke thou dearely fhalt aby :” 
Then, hurling up his harmefull blade on hy, 
Smote him fo hugely on his haughtie creft, 
That from his faddle forced him to fly ; 
Els mote it needes downe to his manly brett 


Have cleft his head in twaine, and life thence difpoffeft. 


Now was the Prince in daungerous diftreffe, 

Wanting his fword when he on foot fhould fight : 
His fingle fpeare could doe him {mall redrefie 
Againft two foes of fo exceeding might, 
The leaft of which was match for any knight. 
And now the other, whom he earft did daunt, 
Had reard him felfe againe to cruel fight 
Three times more furious and more puiffaunt, 

Unmindfull of his wound, of his fate 1gnoraunt. 


305% 
So both attonce him charge on either fyde 
With hideous ftrokes and importable powre,’ 
That forced him his ground to traverfe wyde, 
And wifely watch to ward that deadly ftowre ; 


2 and importable powre.] i.e. infupportable power. So in ** Much 
Ado about Nothing,” (Collier’s Shakefpeare, 1858, li. 27.) Benedick 
{peaks of Beatrice’s ‘‘ importable jefts,” the ufual text having been im- 


poffible. “ Importable”’ is ufed alfo by Chaucer. C. 
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For in his fhield,* as thicke as ftormie fhowre, 
Their ftrokes did raine: yet did he never quaile, 
Ne backward fhrinke, but as a ftedfaft towre, 
Whom foe with double battry doth affaile, 
Them on her bulwarke beares, and bids them nought 
availe. “3 


So ftoutly he withftood their ftrong aflay ; 
Till that at laft, when he advantage fpyde, 
His poynant {peare he thruft with puiffant {way 
At proud Cymochles, whiles his fhield was wyde, 


That through his thigh the mortall fteele did gryde:° 


He, {warving with the force, within his flefh 
Did breake the launce, and let the head abyde. 
Out of the wound the red blood flowed frefh, 
That underneath his feet foone made a purple plefh.° 
Soe 
Horribly then he gan to rage and rayle, 
Curfing his Gods, and him felfe damning deepe: 
Als when his brother faw the redblood rayle* 


4 For in his foield.] Of old the prepofitions “‘ in” and o# were often 
employed indifferently: here the two 4tos. publifhed in Spenfer’s life- 
time read, “in his fhield,” which was altered in 1609 to ‘oz his 
fhield.” The latter has been preferred by Todd: and other modern 
editors, but we fee every reafon for adhering to ,the oldeft text, which 
might be fupported by various examples. C. 

D phe mortall freele did gryde.] ay or cut. See'T. Warton’s note 
On Pride“ onepacal.9 ton heb voluisps21i C. 

° a purple plefo.) ‘The old word is pla/h, fpelt <* plefh”’ by Spenfer 
for the fake of the rhyme: we now fay /plajb. We do not find any 
inftance of the ufe of /p/a/h prior to the reign of Anne. C. 

d the redblood rayle.| So the 4tos. 1590 and 15963; but the word 
is injudicioufly changed to frai/e in later impreffions. ‘That “ rayle’ 
was the poet’s word, we have his own evidence, independently of the 
text here of the two earlieft impreffions; for in B. i. C. vi. St. 43, 
VOI. Da 27 Owen cacy 

‘* Large floods of blood adowne their fides did rai/e.” 
It is no objection that “ rayle” is made to rhyme with the fame word 
two lines above; for fuch, as Todd obferves, was the frequent practice 
with Spenfer, and fome of his contemporaries, who, in this refpeét and 
others, imitated the Italian poets. C. 
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Adowne fo faft, and all his armour fteepe, 
For very felnefle lowd he gan to weepe, 
And faid; ‘‘ Caytive, curfe on thy cruell hond, 
That twife hath fpedd ; yet fhall it not thee keepe 
From the third brunt of this my fatall brond: 
Lo! where the dreadfull Death behynd thy backe doth 
{ftond.” 
38. 

With that he ftrooke, and thother ftrooke withall, 
That nothing feemd mote beare fo monftrous might: 
The one upon his covered fhield did fall, 

And glauncing downe would not his owner byte ; 
But th’ other did upon his troncheon f{myte, 
Which hewing quite afunder, further way 
It made, and on his hacqueton did lyte,° 
The which dividing with importune fway, 
It feizd in his right fide, and there the dint did ftay. 
303 

Wyde was the wound, and a large lukewarme flood, 

Red as the Rofe, thence gufhed grievoufly ; 
That when the Paynym {pyde the ftreaming blood, 
Gave him great hart and hope of victory. 
On th’ other fide, in huge perplexity 
The Prince now ftood, having his weapon broke ; 
Nought could he hurt, but {till at warde did ly: 
Yet with his troncheon he fo rudely ftroke 
Cymochles twife, that twife him forft his foot revoke. 
AO. 
Whom when the Palmer faw in fuch diftreffe, 
Sir Guyon’s fword he lightly to him raught, 
And faid ; “ Fayre Sonne, great God thy right hand 
bleffe, 


° on bis bacqueton did lyte.| 'The ftuffed jacket worn under the ar- 
mour. ‘I'he Black Prince’s hacgueton, compofed of quilted cotton, is 
yet to be feen in Canterbury cathedral. The Aacgucton was fometimes 
made of leather. ‘Topp. 
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To ufe that {word fo well as he it ought!”* 

Glad was the knight, and with frefh courage fraught, 

When as againe he armed felt his hond: 

Then like a Lyon, which hath longtime faught* 

His robbed whelpes, and at the laft them fond 
Emongft the fhepeheard fwaynes, then wexeth wood and 

yond :" 
Ae 

So fierce he laid about him, and dealt blowes 

On either fide, that neither mayle could hold, 
Ne fhield defend the thunder of his throwes : 
Now to Pyrochles many ftrokes he told ; 

Eft to Cymochles twife fo many fold ; 
Then, backe againe turning his bufie hond, 
Them‘both atonce compeld with courage bold 
To yield wide way to his hart-thrilling brond ; 
And though they both ftood ftiffe, yet could not both 
withftond. 
42. 

As falvage Bull, whom two fierce maftives bayt, 
When rancour doth with rage him once engore, 
Forgets with wary warde them to awayt, 

But with his dreadfull hornes them drives afore, 
Or flings aloft, or treades downe in the flore, 
Breathing out wrath, and bellowing difdaine, 


f fo well as he it ought.| That is, fo well as the owner of it could 
have ufed it. This is the reading of the firft edition. ‘The fecond reads, 
“ {o wifely as it ought;”’ and is followed by Hughes, and the edition of 
1751. The folios read, ‘fo wifely as it aught.” CHURCH. 

& which hath longtime faught.| Todd and other modern editors, in 
defiance of all the old impreflions, read in the paft tenfe, “ which ad 
long time faught.” C. 

h then wexeth wood and yond.| “ Wood” is, of courfe, mad, or wild; 
and “ yond” means outrageous, beyond, or perhaps more than ** wood.” 
Spenfer has the word again in F. Q. B. iii. C. vii. St. 26 but poflibly 
not in the fame fenfe, for “‘ yond”? may there mean only youder, where 
we are told that Florimell “ fled from the monfter youd:” Fairfax, 
however, in his tranflation of Taffo, has “¢ fierce and yond.” C 


i) 


2 THE OPAERIEVQUEENE, Be 


That all the foreft quakes to hear him rore: 
So rag’d Prince Arthur twixt his foemen twaine, 

That neither could his mightie puiffaunce fuftaine. 

43. 

But ever at Pyrochles when he {mitt, 
Who Guyons fhield caft ever him before, 
Whereon the Faery Queenes pourtract was writt, 
His hand relented and the ftroke forbore, 
And his deare hart the picture gan adore ; 
Which oft the Paynim fav’d from deadly ftowre: 
But him henceforth the fame can fave no more; 
For now arrived is his fatall howre, 

That no’te avoyded be by earthly fkill or powre. 

44. 

For when Cymochles faw the fowle reproch, 
Which them appeached,' prickt with guiltie fhame 
And inward griefe, he fiercely gan approch, 
Refolv’d to put away that lothly blame, 

Or dye with honour and defert of fame ; 
And on the haubergh* ftroke the Prince fo fore, 
That quite difparted all the linked frame, 
And pierced to the fkin, but bit no more ;’ 
Yet made him twife to reele, that never moov’d afore. 
45. 
Whereat renfierft with wrath and fharp regret, 
He ftroke fo hugely with his borrowd blade, 


1 appeached.| Cenfured, or impeached, [i. e. accufed.] See the note 
on appeached, F. Q. v. ix. 47. Toon. 

‘ baubergh.| A coat of mail, without fleeves, made of plate or of 
chain-mail. ‘Topp. 

| but bit no more.| So the fecond edition reads, to which every fub- 
fequent old edition has adhered ; the firit having ‘* but bit wot thore.” 
The word thore may be often found, indeed, in old Englifh poetry for 
theres or it might perhaps have been here intended for thorough. Yet 
the fecond reading, as Mr. Upton obferves, feems to be the poet’s own 
emendation. Topp. Yet fee juft above, ** can fave no more.” C. 
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That it empierft the Pagans burganet ;™ 
And, cleaving the hard fteele, did deepe invade 
Into his head, and cruell paffage made 
Quite through his brayne. He, tombling downe on 
ground, 
Breath’d out his ghoft, which, to th’ infernall fhade 
Faft flying, there eternall torment found 
For all the finnes wherewith his lewd life did abound. 
46. 
Which when his german faw, the ftony feare 
Ran to his hart, and all his fence difmayd, 
Ne thenceforth life ne corage did appeare ; 
But as a man whom hellifh feendes have frayd, 
Long trembling ftill he ftoode: at laft thus fayd ; 
‘<’Traytour, what haft thou doen? How ever may 
Thy curfed hand fo cruelly have fwayd 
Againft that knight! Harrow and well away ! 
After fo wicked deede why liv’ft thou lenger day ?” 
4g 
With that all defperate, as loathing light, 
And with revenge defyring foone to dye, 
Affembling all his force and utmoft might, 
With his owne fwerd he fierce at him did flye, 
And ftrooke, and foynd, and lafht outrageoufly, 
Withouten reafon or regard. Well knew 
The Prince, with pacience and fufferaunce fly 
So hafty heat foone cooled to fubdew : 
Tho, when this breathleffe woxe, that batteil gan renew." 


™ burganet.|] Fr. bourguignote ; a Spanifh murrion, or fteel head- 
piece. Cuurcu. ‘ Empierit” is empie/? in the to. PS OOmmeats 

* Tho, when this breathleffe woxe, that batteil gan renew.] Such is 
the text of all the early editions from 1590 to 16113 but Upton ftates 
that the folio 1611 reads, «* Tho when 4e breathleffe woxe,” &c. This 
is an error, for the folios 1609 and 1611 prefent us with precifely the 
fame reading as the earlier 4to. impreffions.  C. 
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48. 
As when a windy tempeft bloweth hye, 
That nothing may withftand his ftormy ftowre, 
The clowdes, as thinges affrayd, before him flye; 
But all fo foone as his outrageous powre 
Is layd, they fiercely then begin to fhowre ; 
And, as in fcorne of his {pent ftormy {pight, 
Now all attonce their malice forth do poure: 
So did Prince Arthur°® beare himfelfe in fight, 
And fuffred rafh Pyrochles wafte his ydle might. 
49: 
At laft, whenas the Sarazin perceiv’d 
How that ftraunge {word refufd to ferve his neede, 
But when he ftroke moft ftrong the dint deceiv’d, 
He flong it from him ; and, devoyd of dreed, 
Upon him lightly leaping without heed 
Twixt his two mighty armes engrafped faft, 
Thinking to overthrowe and downe him tre[e]d: 
But him in ftrength and fkill the Prince furpaft, 
And through his nimble fleight did under him down catft. 
50. 
Nought booted it the Paynim then to {trive ; 
For as a Bittur in the Eagles clawe, 
That may not hope by flight to {cape alive, 
Still waytes for death with dread and trembling aw ; 
So he, now fubject to the victours law, 
Did not once move, nor upward cait his eye, 


© §9 did Prince Arthur.| It is Sir Guyon in the 4to. 1§90, and it is 
fingular that fo obvious a mifprint fhould have been continued in the 
Ato. 1596: it was not corrected in print until 1609; but in a copy of 
the 4to. 1590, in our hands, formerly belonging to John Marfton, the 
dramatift, as attefted by his fignature, <‘ Prince Arthur” is written in 
the margin. On the preceding page, oppofite the words— 

«© He tombling downe on ground, 
Breathd out his ghoit,” 

Marfton alfo wrote in the margin the words, witam cum gemitu. His 
MS. notes are few and unimportant. C. 
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For vile difdaine and rancour, which did enaw 
Ais hart in twaine with fad melancholy ; 
As one that loathed life, and yet defpyfd to dye. 
ce 
But full of princely bounty and great mind, 
The Conquerour nought cared him to flay ; 
But cafting wronges and all revenge behind, 
More glory thought to give life then decay, 
And fayd; ‘‘ Paynim, this is thy difmall day ; 
Yet if thou wilt renounce thy mifcreaunce, 
And my trew liegeman yield thy felfe for ay, 
Life will I graunt thee for thy valiaunce, 
And all thy wronges will wipe out of my fovenaunce.” 
s2. 
‘Foole!” (fayd the Pagan) “I thy gift defye, 
But ufe thy fortune as it doth befall ; 
And fay, that I not overcome doe dye, 
But in defpight of life for death doe call.” 
Wroth was the Prince, and fory yet withall, 
That he fo wilfully refufed grace ; 
Yet fith his fate fo cruelly did fall, 
His fhining Helmet he gan foone unlace, 
And left his headleffe body bleeding all the place. 
§3- 
By this Sir Guyon from his traunce awakt, 
Life having mayftered her fenceleffe foe, 
And looking up, whenas his fhield he lakt 
And {word faw not, he wexed wondrous woe ; 
But when the Palmer, whom he long ygoe 
Flad loft, he by him fpyde, right glad he grew, 
And faide; ‘* Deare fir,” whom wandring to and fro 


P And faide; “ Deare fir.| Jortin tells us that * Deare fir” is the 
reading of the folio 1679, and of Hughes : the faét is that it is the reading 
of every old copy, from which there is no pretext for varying, and altering 
“‘ fir” to fire, as has been done by fome editors. C. 
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I long have lackt, I joy thy face to vew: 


Firme is thy faith, whom daunger never fro me drew. 
54. 
‘¢ But read, what wicked hand hath robbed mee 
Of my good fword and fhield?” The Palmer, glad 
With fo frefh hew upryfing him to fee, 
Him anfwered: ‘“ Fayre fonne, be no whit fad 
For want of weapons; they fhall foone be had.” 
So gan he to difcourfe the whole debate, 
Which that ftraunge knight for him fuftained had, 
And thofe two Sarazins confounded late, 
Whofe carcafes on ground were horribly proftrate. 
55: 
Which when he heard, and faw the tokens trew, 
His hart with great affection was embayd, 
And to the Prince, with bowing reverence dew 
As to the patrone of his life, thus fayd ; 
«My Lord, my liege, by whofe moft gratious ayd 
I live this day, and fee my foes fubdewd, 
What may fuffice to be for meede repayd 
Of fo great graces as ye have me fhewd, 
But to be ever bound” ® 
Oe 
To whom the Infant’ thus; ‘‘ Fayre Sir, what need 


a But to be ever bound.” | Iam inclined to think that the poet never 
intended to fill up this hemiftich. The fpeech of Sir Guyon is plainly 
unfinifhed : the Prince breaks in upon him, ‘‘ Fayre Sir,” &c. CHurcH. 
Drayton does not feem to have been of this opinion : he put two crofles 
in the margin of his folio 1611, and drew a long line after the word 
‘«‘ bound,” as if to indicate the abfence of what he could not fupply. C. 

t To whom the Infant.| ‘That 1s, the Prince. In the old times of 
chivalry, the noble youth who were candidates for knighthood, during 
the time of their probation were called Infans, Varlets, Damoyfels, 
Bacheliers, &c. The moft noble of the youth were particularly called 
Infans. Warsurton. Spenfer has here employed the word in the 
fenfe of Prince, which is the Spanifh fignification of it. And thus 
Fairfax, B. xvi. 34 of Rinaldo :— 
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Good turnes be counted as a fervile bond 
To bind their dooers to receive their meed ? 
Are not all knightes by oath bound to withftond 
Oppreffours powre by armes and puifflant hond? 
Suffife, that I have done my dew in place.” 
So goodly purpofe* they together fond 
Of kindneffe and of courteous aggrace ; 

The whiles falfe Archimage and Atin fled apace. 


*< This faid, the noble Infant ftood a fpace 
Confufed, fpeechleffe,” &c. Topp. 
The original words of Taflo are z/ nobil garzon. C. 
S So goodly purpofe.| <‘ Purpofe,” here as in fome other places, is dz/- 
courfe or converfation: the fame as propofe. See this vol. p. 175. C. 


CON SEO aala es 


The houfe of Temperance, in which 
doth fober Alma dwell, 

Befiegd of many foes, whom ftraunger 
knightes to flight compell. 


ihe 
F all Gods workes which doe this worlde 
adorne, 
There is no one more faire and excellent 
Then is mans body, both for powre and 
forme, 
Whiles it is kept in fober government ; 
But none then it more fowle and indecent,* 
Diftempred through mifrule and paffions bace ; 
It grows a Monfter, and incontinent 
Doth loofe his dignity and native grace: 
Behold, who lift, both one and other in this place. 
2. 
After the Paynim brethren conquer’d were, 
The Briton Prince recov’ring his ftolne fword, 
And Guyon his loft fhield, they both yfere 
Forth paffed on their way in fayre accord, 


* more fowle and indecent.| ‘The accent, we need hardly fay, mutt 
here be laid on the firft fyllable of «* indecent.” It is perhaps this pecu- 
liarity which led the printer of the 4to. 1590 to blunder by putting 
incedent for ** indecent:” the error is fet right at the end of that im- 
preflion, and it was never repeated. C. 
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Till him the Prince with gentle court did bord: 
“Sir knight, mote I of you this court’fy read, 
To weet why on your fhield, fo goodly fcord, 
Beare ye the picture of that Ladies head ? 
Full lively is the femblaunt, though the fubftance dead.” 


te 
“< Fayre Sir,” (fayd he) ‘if in that picture dead 
Such life ye read, and vertue in vaine fhew ; 
What mote ye weene, if the trew lively-head 
Of that moft glorious vifage ye did vew: 
But yf the beauty of her mind ye knew, 
That is, her bounty, and imperiall powre, 
Thoufand times fairer then her mortall hew, 
O! how great wonder would your thoughts devoure, 
And infinite defire into your fpirite poure. 
4. 
«¢ Shee is the mighty Queene of Faery, 
Whofe faire retraitt® I in my fhield doe beare ; 
Shee is the flowre of grace and chaftity 
Throughout the world, renowmed far and neare, 
My liefe, my liege, my Soveraine, my deare,° 
Whofe glory fhineth as the morning ftarre, 
_ And with her light the earth enlumines cleare: 
Far reach her mercies, and her praifes farre, 
As well in ftate of peace, as puifflaunce in warre.” 
se 
“ Thrife happy man,” (faid then the Briton knight) 


“Whom gracious lott and thy great valiaunce 


b Whofe faire retraitt.| Pifture, portrait. Ital. ritratto. CHURCH. 
© My liefe, my lege, my Soveraine, my deare. | Todd arbitrarily reads, 
“My Life, my Liege, my Soveraine, my Deare,”’ 
without the flighteft authority from any old copy, and mifleading fub- 
fequent editors. Mr. Child has, however, avoided the fubftitution of 
Life for “‘liefe.” The word “ liefe,” for a perfon beloved, was fo ex- 
tremely common in the time of Spenfer, that it is quite needlefs to cite 
inftances of its employment. See this vol. p. 8. C. 


ee ar 
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Have made thee foldier of that Princeffe bright, 
Which with her bounty and glad countenaunce 
Doth bleffe her fervaunts, and them high advaunce. 
How may ftraunge knight hope ever to afpire, 
By faithfull fervice and meete amenaunce,* 
Unto fuch bliffe ? fufficient were that hire 

For loffe of thoufand lives, to die at her defire.” 

6. 

Said Guyon, ‘“‘ Noble Lord, what meed fo great, 
Or grace of earthly Prince fo foveraine, 
But by your wondrous worth and warlike feat 
Ye well may hope, and eafely attaine? 
But were your will her fold to entertaine,° 
And numbred be mongft knights of Maydenhed, 
Great guerdon, well I wote, fhould you remaine, 
And in her favor high bee reckoned, 

As Arthegall and Sophy‘ now beene honored.” 


=f 
“¢ Certes,” (then faid the Prince) “‘ I God avow, 
That fith I armes and knighthood firft did plight, 
My whole defire hath beene, and yet is now, 
To ferve that Queene with al my powre and might. 
Seven times the Sunne,* with his lamp-burning light, 


4 and meete amenaunce.| 1. e. and fit condud, demeanour. C. 

© But were your will ber fold to entertaine.| To receive her pay. 
Fr. /olde, a foldier’s pay. CHURCH. 

f Arthegall and Sophy.| Arthegall and Sophy are mentioned here 
to raife a curlofity of further inquiry in the reader; which curiofity 
the poet intended to anfwer hereafter: “ Arthegall” we fhall read. of 
often ; and ** Sophy,” I make no doubt, was intended to be the hero of 
fome other book in this poem : he was the fon of king Gulicke of North 
Wales. See Drayton’s * Polyolbion,” Song xxiv. Upron. ** Arthe- 
gall” is {pelt Arthogal/ in the 4to. 1590, but not afterwards. C. 

& Seven times the Sunne.| So the 4to. 1590; but in the 4to. 1596 
it is fimply “« Now sath the Sunne.” Neither reading is ftri€tly recon- 
cileable with what follows in other places, and it is not to be fuppofed 
that Spenfer thought the point of much confequence. All he meant, 
probably, was to indicate that for a certain period the Prince had been 
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Walkte round about the world, and I no leffe, 
Sith of that Goddefle I have fought the fight, 
Yet no where can her find: fuch happineffe 
Heven doth to me envy, and fortune favourleffe.” 
8. 
‘‘ Fortune, the foe of famous chevifaunce," 
“« Seldom” (faid Guyon) “ yields to vertue aide, 
But in her way throwes mifchiefe and mifchaunce, 
Whereby her courfe is ftopt and paflage ftaid : 
But you, faire Sir, be not herewith difmaid, 
But conftant keepe the way in which ye ftand ; 
Which, were it not that I am els delaid 
With hard adventure which I have in hand, 
I labour would to guide you through al Fary land.” 


‘“« Gramercy Sir,” faid he; ‘* but mote I weete' 
What ftraunge adventure doe ye now purfew ? 
Perhaps my fuccour or advizement meete 
Mote ftead you much your purpofe to fubdew.” 
Then gan Sir Guyon all the ftory fhew 
Of falfe Acrafia, and her wicked wiles ; 

Which to avenge the Palmer him forth drew- 
_ From Faery court. So talked they, the whiles 

They wafted had much way, and meafurd many miles. 

IO. 

And now faire Phoebus gan decline in hafte 

His weary wagon to the Wefterne vale, 


Whenas they fpide a goodly caftle, plafte 


in earneft fearch of the Faery Queene. It fearcely requires remark that 
in the laft line of the Stanza, “‘ envy” is to be read, as was ufual in the 
time of our poet, with the accent on the fecond fyllable. C. 

h Fortune, the foe of famous chevifaunce.| ‘ Chevifaunce”’ is enter- 
prifes from the Fr. cheviffaunce. "Toon. 

1 but mote I weete.| ‘The rhyme here deteéts the mifprint of wore 
(followed, however, in all the old copies) for ‘* weete;” which laft 
Drayton fubftituted in his copy of the folio 1611. C. 
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Foreby a river in a pleafaunt dale ; 

Which choofing for that evenings hofpitale, 

They thether marcht: but when they came in fight, 
And from their fweaty Courfers did avale,* 

They found the gates faft barred long ere night, 

And every loup faft lockt, as fearing foes defpight. 

TT! 

Which when they faw, they weened fowle reproch 
Was to them doen, their entraunce to foreftall, 
Till that the Squire gan nigher to approch, 

And wind his horne under the caftle wall, 
That with the noife it fhooke as it would fall. 
Eftfoones forth looked from the higheft {pire 
The watch, and lowd unto the knights did call, 
To weete what they fo rudely did require = 
Who gently anfwered, They entraunce did defire. 
U2 

«Fly fly, good knights,” (faid he) ‘* fly faft away, 
If that your lives ye love, as meete ye fhould ; 
Fly faft, and fave your felves from neare decay ; 
Here may ye not have entraunce, though we would : 
We would, and would againe, if that we could ; 
But thoufand enemies about us rave, 

And with long fiege us in this caftle hould. 
Seven yeares this wize they us befieged have, 
And many good knights flaine that have us fought to 
fave.” 
Tee 

Thus as he fpoke, loe! with outragious cry 
A thoufand villeins rownd about them fwarmd 
Out of the rockes and caves adjoyning nye ; 

Vile caitive wretches, ragged, rude, deformd, 
All threatning death, all in ftraunge manner armd ; 


k did avale.| We have already had the verb to << avale,” ufed in the 
fenfe of to de/cend, vol. i. 19. 111. Here, of courfe, it means alight. C. 
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Some with unweldy clubs, fome with long fpeares, 
Some rufty knifes, fome ftaves in fier warmd: 
Sterne was their looke; like wild amazed fteares, 

Staring with hollow eies, and ftiffe upftanding heares. 

14 

Fierfly at firft thofe knights they did affayle, 
And drove them to recoile ; but when againe 
They gave frefh charge, their forces gan to fayle, 
Unhable their encounter to fuftaine ; 
For with fuch puiffaunce and impetuous maine 
Thofe Champions broke on them, that forft them fly, 
Like fcattered Sheepe, whenas the Shepherds {waine 
A Lyon and a Tigre doth efpye, 

With greedy pace forth rufhing from the foreft nye. 

15 

A while they fled, but foone retournd againe 
With greater fury then before was fownd ; 
And evermore their cruel] Capitaine’ 
Sought with his rafkall routs t’enclofe them rownd, 
And, overronne, to tread them to the grownd: 
But foone the knights with their brightburning blades 
Broke their rude troupes, and orders did confownd, 

_ Hewing and flafhing at their idle fhades ; 
For though they bodies feem, yet fubftaunce from them 
fades. 


16. 
As when a fwarme of Gnats at eventide 
Out of the fennes of Allan doe arife, 
Their murmuring fmall trompetts fownden wide, 
Whiles in the aire their cluftring army flies, 
That as a cloud doth feeme to dim the {kies ; 
Ne man nor beaft may reft, or take repatt 


! Capitaine.| So all the editions, except Spenfer’s own; which read 
Captaine, [moft probably] a blunder of the prefs. CHuRcH. 
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For their fharpe wounds and noyous injuries, 
Till the fierce Northerne wind with bluftring blaft 
Doth blow them quite away, and in the Ocean caft. 


i 
Thus when they had that troublous rout difperft, 
Unto the caftle gate they come againe, 
And entraunce crav’d which was denied erft. 
Now when report of that their perlous paine, 
And combrous confli& which they did fuftaine, 
Came to the Ladies eare which there did dwell, 
Shee forth iffewed with a goodly traine 
Of Squires and Ladies equipaged well, 
And entertained them right fairely, as befell. 
18. 
Alma fhe called was; a virgin bright, 
That had not yet felt Cupides wanton rage ; 
Yet was fhee woo’d of many a gentle knight, 
And many a Lord of noble parentage, 
That fought with her to lincke in marriage: 
For fhee was faire as faire mote ever bee, 
And in the flowre now of her frefheft age ; 
Yet full of grace and goodly modettee, 
That even heven rejoyced her fweete face to fee. 
Ig. 
In robe of lilly white fhe was arayd, 
That from her fhoulder to her heele downe raught ; 
The traine whereof loofe far behind her ftrayd, 
Braunched with gold and perle moft richly wrought, 
And borne of two faire Damfels which were taught 
That fervice well. Her yellow golden heare 
Was trimly woven and in trefles wrought, 
Ne other tire fhe on her head did weare, 
But crowned with a garland of fweete Rofiere.™ 


m of fweete Rofiere.| The rofe-tree. So Chaucer, p. 236, edit. Urr. 
CHURCH. 
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20. 
Goodly fhee entertaind thofe noble knights, 
And brought them up into her caftle hall ; 
Where gentle court and gracious delight 
Shee to them made, with mildneffe virginall, 
Shewing her felfe both wife and liberall. 
Then, when they refted had a feafon dew, 
They her befought of favour fpeciall 
Of that faire Caftle to affoord them vew: 
Shee graunted ; and, them leading forth, the fame did fhew. 
21h 
Firft fhe them led" up to the Caftle wall, 
That was fo high as foe might not it clime, 
And all fo faire and fenfible® withall ; 
Not built of bricke, ne yet of ftone and lime, 
But of thing like to that AXgyptian flime, 
Whereof king Nine whilome built Babell towre. 
But O great pitty! that no lenger time 
So goodly workmanfhip fhould not endure: 
Soone it muft turne to earth; no earthly thing is fure. 
22. 
The frame thereof feemd partly circulare, 
_ And part triangulare ; O worke divine! 
Thofe two the firft and laft proportions are ; 
The one imperfect, mortall, foeminine, 


° Firft foe them led.| It is << bim led” in the 4to. 1590 only: all 
other impreflions properly read ‘ them.” It may be worth noting that 
in ‘* England’s Parnaffus,” where this paflage is quoted, the text is nei- 
ther Aim nor “ them,” but then s a clear mifprint. C. 

° fenfible.| ‘This is the reading of the firft edition, to which Mr. 
Church, Mr. Upton, and Tonfon’s edition of 1758, have adhered. 
The fecond edition reads /en/ible, which the reft have followed. I am 
perfuaded that ‘ fenfible ” is the poet’s reading. Compare F. OM rite ¢ 
10. ** No fort fo FENsIBLE, no walls fo ftrong, &c.” Topp. The copy 
of the folio 1611, formerly the property of Drayton, often before re- 
ferred to, has ‘‘fenfible;” but that old poet, by an alteration in his 
margin, made the word conform to the 4to. 1590. C. 
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Th’ other immortall, perfect, mafculine ; 
And twixt them both a quadrate was the bafe, 
Proportiond equally by feven and nine ; 
Nine was the circle fett in heavens place: 
All which compacted made a goodly Diapafe.? 
23. 
Therein two gates were placed feemly well : 
The one before, by which all in did pas, 
Did th’ other far in workmanfhip excell ; 
For not of wood, nor of enduring bras, 
But of more worthy fubftance fram’d it was: 
Doubly difparted, it did locke and clofe, 
That when it locked none might thorough pas, 
And when it opened, no man might it clofe ; 
Still open to their friendes,’ and clofed to their foes. 


P a goodly Diapafe.] We cannot do better than quote, regarding this 
Stanza, the note inferted by Profeffor Child, in his edit. of «¢ Spenfer,” 
Bofton, 1855. ‘* This verfe [ftanza] defcribes the plan and proportions 
of Alma’s caftle, the human body. The circular part is the head, the 
triangular the legs, the bafe of the triangle being wanting. ‘The quad- 
rate or parallelogram, which forms the bafe of both, is the trunk. The 
triangle and the circle are called “ the firft and laft proportions,” becaufe 
they include refpectively the leaft and the greateft {pace in the fame 
perimeter, or perhaps fimply becaufe they are the extremities. ‘The 
triangle is imperfect as wanting a bafe, and denoting the animal nature ; 
mortal, becaufe it is altogether flefhly, and contains no fpiritual part ; 
feminine, becaufe it includes the generative power, of which the female 
is the type. The circle is immortal, for it contains the imperifhable 
mind; perfeét, not only as complete in itfelf, but becaufe the foul is 
made in the image of God; and mafculine, becaufe it is the feat of the 
fpiritual principle, which exercifes {way over the body. The breadth 
of the trunk (including the arms) is to the length from the fhoulders to 
the thigh nearly as feven to nine, and the longer fide of the parallelo- 
gram is affirmed to be equal to the circumference of the head,—* Nine 
was the circle fett in heavens place,’ (or topping this noble ftructure.) 
All parts of the edifice fitly joined together made ‘a goodly Diapafe,’ 
or concord. The myftical interpretation of this verfe by Sir Kenelm 
Digby [in his ‘ Letter to Sir Edward Efterling,’ firft printed in 1644] 
and Upton, is, to fay the leaft, quite unnecefiary.” C. 

4 Still open to their friendes.| ‘Todd, in oppofition to all authorities, 
printed opened initead of * open,” which is the word in the 4tos. and 
folios, and from which there can here be no reafon to vary. C. 
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24. 
Of hewen ftone the porch was fayrely wrought, 
Stone more of valew, and more fmooth and fine, 
Then Jett or Marble’ far from Ireland brought ; 
Over the which was caft a wandring vine, 
Enchaced with a wanton yvie twine ; 
And over it a fayre Portcullis hong, 
Which to the gate directly did incline 
With comely compaffe and compacture ftrong, 
Nether unfeemly fhort, nor yet exceeding long. 
26, 
Within the Barbican* a Porter fate, 
Day and night duely keeping watch and ward ; 
Nor wight nor word mote paffe out of the gate, 
But in good order, and with dew regard ; 
Utterers of fecrets he from thence debard, 
Bablers of folly, and blazers of cryme : 
His larumbell might lowd and wyde be hard 
When caufe requyrd, but never out of time; 
Early and late it rong, at evening and at prime. 
20. 
And rownd about the porch on every fyde 
_ Twife fixteene warders fatt, all armed bright 
In gliftring fteele, and ftrongly fortifyde: 
Tall yeomen feemed. they and of great might, 


* Then Fett or Marble, &c.] In the neighbourhood of Kilcolman, 
the refidence of the poet, there was, it feems, a red and grey marble 
quarry. See Smith’s « Hift. of Cork,” vol.i. 343. In the fame county, 
other valuable marbles alfo are to be found. See ibid. vol. i. 1 56, and 
more particularly, ii. 375. Topp. 

* Within the Barbican.| The watch-tower, generally meaning a ftrong 
and lofty wall with turrets, intended for the defence of the gate and 
drawbridge of the old caftles. It is written in French darbacane, and is 
interpreted by Cotgrave, ‘¢ A cafemate, or hole, in a parrapet or towne- 
wall, to fhoot out at; fome hold it alfo to be a fentrie, {cout-houfe, or 
hole ; and therupon our Chaucer ufeth the word éarbican for a watch- 
tower, which, in the Saxon tongue, was called a borough-kenning.” 

Topp. 
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And were enraunged ready ftill for fight. 
By them as Alma paffed with her gueftes, 
They did obeyfaunce, as befeemed right, 
And then againe retourned to their reftes : 
The Porter eke to her did lout with humble geftes. 
oy tt 
Thence fhe them brought into a ftately Hall, 
Wherein were many tables fayre difpred, 
And ready dight with drapets feftivall, 
Againft the viaundes fhould be miniftred. 
At th’ upper end there fate, yclad in red 
Downe to the ground, a comely perfonage, 
That in his hand a white rod menaged : 
He Steward was, hight Diet; rype of age, 
And in demeanure fober, and in counfell fage. 
28. 
And through the Hall there walked to and fro 
A jolly yeoman, Marthall of the fame, 
Whofe name was Appetite: he did beftow 
Both gueftes and meate, when ever in they came, 
And knew them how to order without blame, 
As him the Steward badd. They both attone 
Did dewty to their Lady, as became ; 
Who, pafling by, forth ledd her gueftes anone 
Into the kitchin rowme, ne fpard for niceneffe none. 
29. 
It was a vaut ybuilt for great difpence, 
With many raunges reard along the wall, 
And one great chimney, whofe long tonnell thence 
The fmoke forth threw. And in the midft of all 
There placed was a caudron wide and tall 
Upon a mightie fornace, burning whott, 
More whott then Aetn’, or flaming Mongiball ;* 


‘ or flaming Mongiball.| Mongibello was another name for Etna; 
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For day and night it brent, ne ceafed not, 
So long as any thing it in the caudron gott. 
30. 
But to delay the heat, leaft by mifchaunce 
It might breake out and fet the whole on fyre, 
There added was by goodly ordinaunce 
An huge great payre of bellowes, which did ftyre 
Continually, and cooling breath infpyre. 
About the Caudron many Cookes accoyld" 
With hookes and ladles, as need did requyre ; 
The whyles the viaundes in the veffell boyld 
They did about their bufineffe fweat, and forely 
toyld. 
Bie 
The maifter Cooke was cald Concoétion ; 
A carefull man, and full of comely guyfe. 
The kitchin clerke, that hight Digeftion, 
Did order all th’ Achates* in feemely wife, 
And fet them forth, as well he could devife. 
‘The reft had feverall offices affynd ; 
Some to remove the fcum as it did rife; 
Others to beare the fame away did mynd; 
And others it to ufe according to his kynd.’ 


but it was alfo fometimes ufed by the Italians for any conftantly burning 
volcano :—‘*‘ a continual burning flame,” fays Florio. C. 

" accoyld.| Stood around, coyled up together, gathered together. Ital. 
accogliere, from ad and colligere. Ubpron. 

* Did order all th’ Achates.| Provifions ; old French, achet, a thing 
bought. See Kelham’s ‘* Norman Diét.” The word is ufed by Chaucer, 
and continued to be employed in this fenfe after the time of Spenfer. 
The folios have converted Spenfer’s own word achates into the cates. 
Topp. The term cates was much more frequently employed by writers 
of the time of Elizabeth and James I. C. 

Y¥ according to bis kynd.| Becaufe in this inftance “according”? is 
miffpelt, in the 4to. 1590 only, acccording, Todd adopted it, as if it were 
not a mifprint. He need not have been fo minutely particular here, 
confidering his many deviations from the old orthography elfewhere. C. 


206 THE FAERIE, QUE RENE, Bi 


Bere 

But all the liquour, which was fowle and watfte, 
Not good nor ferviceable elles for ought, 
They in another great rownd veflell plafte, 
Till by a conduit pipe it thence were brought: 
And all the reft, that noyous was and nought, 
By fecret wayes, that none might it efpy, 
Was clofe convaid, and to the backgate brought, 
That cleped was Port Efquiline, whereby 

It was avoided quite, and throwne out privily. 

SOE 

Which goodly order and great workmans {kill 
Whenas thofe knightes beheld, with rare delight 
And gazing wonder they their mindes did fill ; 
For never had they feene fo ftraunge a fight. 
Thence backe againe faire Alma led them right, 
And foone into a goodly Parlour’ brought, 
That was with royall arras richly dight, 
In which was nothing pourtrahed nor wrought ; 

Not wrought nor pourtrahed, but eafie to be thought. 


34: 

And in the midft thereof upon the floure 

A lovely bevy of faire Ladies fate, 

Courted of many a jolly Paramoure, 

The which them did in modeft wife amate, 

And eachone fought his Lady to agerate: 

And eke emongft them litle Cupid playd 

His wanton fportes, being retourned late 

From his fierce warres, and having from him layd 
His cruel bow, wherewith he thoufands hath difmayd. 


2 And foone into a goodly Parlour, &c.| ‘That is, where the powers 
of the imagination and various faculties of the mind refide; which 
powers or faculties are perfonified as a bevy of faire Ladies, St. 34. They 
do homage to Alma, St. 36; for their province is to obey, not to 
govern. Upton. 
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05? 

Diverfe delights they fownd them felves to pleafe ; 
Some fong in {weet confort; fome laught for joy ; 
Some plaid with ftrawes; fome ydly fatt at eafe ; 

But other fome could not abide to toy ; 
All pleafaunce was to them griefe and annoy : 
This fround, that faund, the third for fhame did blufh, 
Another feemed envious or coy, 
Another in her teeth did gnaw a rufh; 
But at thefe ftraungers prefence every one did hufh. 
56 
Soone as the gracious Alma came in place, 
They all attonce out of their feates arofe, 
And to her homage made with humble grace: 
Whom when the knights beheld, they gan difpofe 
Themfelves to court, and each a damzell chofe. 
The Prince by chaunce did on a Lady light, 
That was right faire and frefh as morning rofe, 
But fomwhat fad and folemne eke in fight, 
As if fome penfive thought conftraind her gentle fpright. 


37: 
In a long purple pall, whofe fkirt with gold 
Was fretted all about, fhe was arayd ; 
And in her hand a Poplar braunch did hold: 
To whom the Prince in courteous maner fayd ; 
“< Gentle Madame, why beene ye thus difmayd, 
And your faire beautie doe with fadnes fpill ? 
Lives any that you hath thus ill apayd? 
Or doen you love ?* or doen you lack your will? 
What ever bee the caufe, it fure befeemes you ill.” 
gos 
‘“« Fayre Sir,” faid fhe, halfe in difdaineful wife, 


@ Or doen i love?| ‘*Or doen your love” in the 4to. 15903 bit 
evidently a mifprint, as moft editors, fince the folios 1609 and 1611, 
have treated it. 
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“¢ How is it that this word in me ye blame,” 
And in your felfe doe not the fame advife? 
Him ill befeemes anothers fault to name, 
That may unwares bee blotted with the fame: 
Penfive I yeeld I am, and fad in mind, 
Through great defire of glory and of fame ; 
Ne ought, I weene, are ye therein behynd, 
That have three years fought one,° yet no where can her 


find.” 
39: 
The Prince was inly moved at her fpeach, 
Well weeting trew what fhe had rafhly told ; 
Yet with faire femblaunt fought to hyde the breach, 
Which chaunge of colour did perforce unfold, 
Now feeming flaming whott, now ftony cold: 
Tho, turning foft afide, he did inquyre 
What wight fhe was that poplar braunch did hold? 
It anfwered was, her name was Prayfdefire, 
That by well doing fought to honour to afpyre. 
40. 
The whyles the Faery knight did entertayne 
Another Damfell of that gentle crew, 
That was right fayre and modeft of demayne, 
But that too oft fhe chaung’d her native hew. 
Straunge was her tyre, and all her garment blew, 


b How is it that this word in me ye blame.| We do not venture to 
change the always received text in this line ; but furely <* word ” ought 
to be mood. It often happens that old compofitors miftook m for w, and 
vice verfas and mood, carelefsly written, would look very like * word.” 
No particular “‘ word” had been ufed by the Prince in putting his 
queition. However, like others, we might have pafled ** word” without 
obfervation, if we had not feen that Drayton, in his copy of the folio 
1611, wrote mood in the margin, and marked under ‘ word,” as if it 
were objectionable. C. 

© That have three years fought one.| We do not find that it has 
hitherto been remarked (excepting by Profeffor Child) that the 4to. 
1590 has ‘‘ three years,” while jubfequent editions read twelve months: 
the period, according to St. 7, feems uncertain. C. 
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Clofe rownd about her tuckt with many a plight: 

Upon her fift the bird, which fhonneth vew,? 

And keepes in coverts clofe from living wight, 
Did fitt, as yet afhamd how rude Pan did her dight. 


AI. 
So long as Guyon with her commoned, 
Unto the grownd fhe caft her modeft eye, 
And ever anone with rofy red 
The bafhfull blood her fnowy cheekes did dye, 
That her became, as polifht yvory 
Which cunning Craftefman hand hath overlayd 
With fayre vermilion or pure Caftory.° 
Great wonder had the knight to fee the mayd 
So ftraungely paffioned, and to her gently faid: 


42. 

“« Fayre Damzell, feemeth by your troubled cleare, 
That either me too bold ye weene, this wife 
You to moleft, or other ill to feare 
That in the fecret of your hart clofe lyes, 

From whence it doth, as cloud from fea, aryfe. 
If it be I, of pardon I you pray ; 
But if ought elfe that I mote not devyfe, 


————. 


d Upon her fift the bird, which fhonneth vew, &c.] Pan fell in love 
with Echo, and begat a daughter on her named Jynx, who was by 
Funo (but Spenfer fays by Paz) turned into a bird of the fame name, 
becaufe fhe endeavoured to practife her philters and incantations on 
Jupiter. See the ** Scho]. on Theocr.” Idyll. ii. ver. 17. What bird 
this Jynx is cannot fo well be determined; but Spenfer feems, by his 
defcription, to mean the cuckow. Compare Chaucer, “ Knight’s Tale,” 
1930. Upron. 

° or pure Caffory.| In the 4to. 1590 the word is /afery, but the 
lift of errata tells us to read ‘* Caftory:” neverthelefs /a/ery was con- 
tinued in the folios 1609 and 1611, fo little was the old correétion 
attended to. Spenfer’s “ Craftefman hand,” of 1590, was fubfequently 
altered to Crafte/man’s hand. In the firft line of the next Stanza, 
“ cleare”’ has always been, quite improperly, printed cheare, and without 
notice. That “ cleare”’ was Spenfer’s word, the fifth line of the Stanza, 
as well as the 4to. 1590, eftablifh. C. 
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I will, if pleafe you it difcure,* affay 
To eafe you of that ill, fo wifely as I may.” 


43. 

She anfwerd nought, but more abafht for fhame 
Held downe her head, the whiles her lovely face 
The flafhing blood with blufhing did inflame, 
And the ftrong paflion mard her modeft grace, 
That Guyon mervayld at her uncouth cace ; 
Till Alma him befpake: ‘* Why wonder yee, 
Faire Sir, at that which ye fo much embrace? 
She is the fountaine of your modeftee : 


You fhamefaft are, but Shamefaftnes it felfe is thee.” 


44. 
Thereat the Elfe did bluth in privitee, 
And turnd his face away; but fhe the fame 
Diffembled faire, and faynd to overfee. 
Thus they awhile with court and goodly game 
Themfelves did folace each one with his Dame, 
Till that great Lady thence away them fought 
To vew her Caftles other wondrous frame: 
Up to a ftately Turret fhe them brought, 
Afcending by ten fteps of Alabafter wrought. 


That Turrets frame moft admirable was, 

Like higheft heaven compafled around, 

And lifted high above this earthly maffe, 

Which it furvewd as hils doen lower ground ; 

But not on ground mote like to this be found: 

Not that, which antique Cadmus whylome built 

In Thebes, which Alexander did confound ; 

Nor that proud towre of Troy, though richly cuilt, 
From which young Heétors blood by cruell Greekes 

was {pilt. 


"if pleafe you it difcure.| i. e. if it pleafe you to difcover it—a form 
of the word ufed by Chaucer and feveral of our elder poets. C. 
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46. 
The roofe hereof was arched over head, 
And deckt with flowers and herbars daintily : 
Two goodly Beacons, fet in watches ftead, 
Therein gave light, and flamd continually ; 
For they of living fire moft fubtilly 
Were made, and fet in filver fockets bright, 
Cover’d with lids deviz’d of fubftance fly, 
That readily they fhut and open might. 
O! who can tell the prayfes of that makers might? 
47° 
Ne can I tell, ne can I ftay to tell, 
This parts great workemanfhip and wondrous powre, 
That all this other worldes worke doth excell,¢ 
And likeft is unto that heavenly towre 
That God hath built for his owne bleffed bowre. 
Therein were divers rowmes, and divers ftages ; 
But three the chiefeft and of greateft powre, 
In which there dwelt three honorable fages, 
The wifeft men, I weene, that lived in their ages. 
48. 
Not he, whom Greece, the Nourfe of all good arts, 
By Phoebus doome the wifeft thought alive, 
Might be compar’d to thefe by many parts: 
Nor that fage Pylian fyre, which did furvive 


Three ages, fuch as mortall men contrive,” 


& That all this other worldes worke doth excell.| We ought not to 
pafs over the fact that in this line Drayton read weather for ‘ other ;” 
on what authority does not appear. It feems in fome degree fupported 
by what follows; but all impreffions, 4to. and folio, ancient and modern, 
concur in reading “ other.” Drayton wrote weather in the margin of 
his copy of the folio 1611. C. 

h fuch as mortall men contrive.| Jortin and Upton have each remarked 
upon the Latinifm of “ contrive,” from contero, to wear away, or fpends 
and they refer to Shakefpeare’s “‘' Taming of the Shrew,” A. i. Sc. 2, 
where “‘ contrive” occurs in the fame fenfe. Our great dramatift, as 
they might not be aware, found the word in this fenfe in the ftory of 
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By whofe advife old Priams cittie fell, 
With thefe in praife of pollicies mote ftrive. 
Thefe three in thefe three rowmes did fondry dwell, 


And counfelled faire Alma how to governe well. 


49: 

The firft of them could things to come forefee ; 
The next could of thinges prefent beft advize ; 
The third things paft could keep in memoree: 
So that no time nor reafon could arize,' 

But that the fame could one of thefe comprize. 
For thy the firft did in the forepart fit, 
That nought mote hinder his quicke prejudize : 
He had a fharpe forefight and working wit 
That never idle was, ne once would reft a whit. 
50. 

His chamber was difpainted all within 
With fondry colours, in the which were writ 
Infinite fhapes of thinges difperfed thin ; 

Some fuch as in the world were never yit, 

Ne can devized be of mortall wit; 

Some daily feene and knowen by their names, 
Such as in idle fantafies do flit ; 

Infernall Hags, Centaurs, feendes, Hippodames, 

Apes, Lyons, Aegles, Owles, fooles, lovers, children, 

Dames. 
Sits 

And all the chamber filled was with flyes 
Which buzzed all about, and made fuch found 
That they encombred all mens eares and eyes ; 
Like many fwarmes of Bees affembled round, 
After their hives with honny do abound. 


«< Romeo and Juliet,” as related in Paynter’s ** Palace of Pleafure,” vol. ii. 
fol. 193, edit. Marfh. Shakefpeare alfo employs it in his ‘ Lover’s 
Complaint.” See edit. Collier, 1858, ii. 469, and vi. 667. C. 

i nor reafon could arize.| Drayton altered “ reafon” to feafon. C. 
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All thofe were idle thoughtes and fantafies, 
Devices, dreames, opinions unfound, 
Shewes, vifions, footh-fayes, and prophefies ; * 

And all that fained is, as leafings, tales, and lies. 

oe 

Emongft them all fate he which wonned there, 
That hight Phantaftes by his nature trew ; 

A man of yeares yet frefh, as mote appere, 

Of fwarth complexion, and of crabbed hew, 
That him full of melancholy did fhew ; 

Bent hollow beetle browes, fharpe ftaring eyes, 
That mad or foolifh feemd: one by his vew 
Mote deeme him borne with ill-difpofed fkyes, 

When oblique Saturne fate in th’ houfe of agonyes. 

$3: 

Whom Alma having fhewed to her guettes, 
Thence brought them to the fecond rowme, whofe wals 
Were painted faire with memorable geftes 
Of famous Wifards ; and with picturals 
Of Magiftrates, of courts, of tribunals, 

Of commen wealthes, of ftates, of pollicy, 
Of lawes, of judgementes, and of decretals, 
All artes, all fcience, all Philofophy, - 
And all that in the world was ay thought wittily. 
54- 

Of thofe that rowme was full; and them among 
There fate a man of ripe and perfect age, 
Who did them meditate all his life long, 

That through continuall practife and ufage 


 Shewes, vifions, footh-fayes, and prophefies.| Todd was puzzled by 
the meafure of this line, and fpeculated that “ vifions ” might be pro- 
nounced as three fyllables. It is one of the words ending in /7oz, which, 
as obferved in a previous note, was ufed as a diflyllable, or trifyllable, 
according to the convenience of the verfe: here it muft, of courfe, be 
read as three fyllables, with the accent on “ -fayes.” CC. 


II. S 
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He now was growne right wife and wondrous fage: 
Great pleafure had thofe ftraunger knightes,to fee 
His goodly reafon and grave perfonage, 
That his difciples both defyrd to bee; 

But Alma thence them led to th’ hindmoft rowme of three. 


That chamber feemed ruinous and old, 
And therefore was removed far behind, 
Yet were the wals, that did the fame uphold, 
Right firme and ftrong, though fomwhat they declind ; 
And therein fat an old oldman, halfe blind, 
And all decrepit in his feeble corfe, 
Yet lively vigour refted in his mind, 
And recompenft them with a better fcorfe :' 
Weake body wel is chang’d for minds redoubled forfe. 
56. 
This man of infinite remembraunce was, 
And things foregone through many ages held, 
Which he recorded ftill as they did pas, 
Ne fuffred them to perifh through long eld, 
As all things els the which this world doth weld ; 
But laid them up in his immortall fcrine, 
Where they for ever incorrupted dweld: 
The warres he well remembred of king Nine, 
Of old Affaracus, and Inachus divine. 
S7° 
The yeares of Neftor nothing were to his, 
Ne yet Mathufalem, though longeft liv’d ; 
For he remembred both their infancis : 
Ne wonder then, if that he were depriv’d 


| with a better feorfe.| Exchange. See Lye in Junius: “ Scorfe has 
the fame fignification with /co/e, to exchange. In Devonfhire they ftill 
ufe feofe.” CHurcu. Warner, in Spenfer’s age, fpelt it /Roa/e in the 
following line :— 
«© Pollitians know to cheapen, what to offer, when to feoa/e.” 
‘«* Albion’s England,” edit. 1602, p. 156. C. 


Cg. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 259 


Of native ftrength now that he them furviv’d. 
His chamber all was hangd about with rolls 
And old records from auncient times derivd, 
Some made in books, fome in long parchment fcrolls, 
That were all worm-eaten and full of canker holes. 
| 58. 
Amidft them all he in a chaire was fett, 
Toffing and turning them withouten end ; 
But for he was unhable them to fett, 
A litle boy did on him ftill attend 
To reach, when ever he for ought did fend ; 
And oft when thinges were loft, or laid amis, 
That boy them fought and unto him did lend: 
Therefore he Anamneftes cleped is ; 
And that old man Eumneftes, by their propertis. 


59. 
The knightes there entring did him reverence dew, 
And wondred at his endleffe exercife: 
Then as they gan his Library to vew, 
And antique Regefters for to avife, 
There chaunced to the Princes hand to rize 
An auncient booke, hight Briton moniments, 
That of this lands firft conqueft did devize, 
And old divifion into Regiments, 
Tull it reduced was to one mans governements. 
60. 
Sir Guyon chaunft eke on another booke, 
That hight Antiquitee of Faery lond: 
In which whenas he greedily did looke, 
Th’ ofspring of Elves and Faryes there he fond, 
As it delivered was from hond to hond: 
Whereat they, burning both with fervent fire 
Their countreys aunceftry to underftond, 
Crav’d leave of Alma and that aged fire 
To read thofe bookes ; who gladly graunted their defire. 


GrAtNYLPiO Tx 


A chronicle of Briton kings, 
From Brute to Uthers rayne ; 

And rolls of Elfin Emperours, 
Till time of Gloriane. 


{7 

=“ HO now fhall give unto me words and 

found 

Equall unto this haughty enterprife ? 

Or who fhall lend me wings, with which 

from ground 
My lowly verfe may loftily arife, 
And lift it felfe unto the higheft fkyes? 
More ample {pirit than hetherto was wount 
Here needes me, whiles the famous aunceftryes 
Of my moft dreaded Soveraigne I recount, 
By which all earthly Princes fhe doth far furmount. 
2. 

Ne under Sunne that fhines fo wide and faire, 
Whence all that lives does borrow life and light, 
Lives ought that to her linage may compaire; 
Which though from earth it be derived right, 

Yet doth it felfe ftretch forth to hevens hight, 
And all the world with wonder overfpred ; 

A labor huge, exceeding far my might. 

How fhall fraile pen, with feare difparaged, 


Conceive fuch foveraine glory and great bountyhed ? 
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£1 
Argument worthy of Meonian quill ; 
Or rather worthy of great Phoebus rote," 
Whereon the ruines of great Offa hill, 
And triumphes of Phlegrzan Jove, he wrote, 
That all the Gods admird his lofty note. 
But if fome relith of that hevenly lay 
His learned daughters would to me report 
To decke my fong withall, I would affay 
Thy name, O foveraine Queene! to blazon far away. 
A. 
Thy name, O foveraine Queene! thy realme, and race, 
From this renowmed Prince derived arre, 
Who mightily upheld that royall mace 
Which now thou bear’ft, to thee defcended farre 
From mighty kings and conquerours in warre, 
Thy fathers and greatgrandfathers of old,” 
Whofe noble deeds above the Northern ftarre 
Immortall fame for ever hath enrold ; 
As in that old mans booke they were in order told. 


5. 
The land which warlike Britons now poffeffe, 
And therein have their mighty empire ray{fd, 


@ great Phoebus rote.| A mufical inftrument. Chaucer,“ Prol.” 236 :— 
<< Wel coud he finge and plaien ona rote.” See “ Du Cange, inv. RoGa. 
Notker, who lived in the tenth century, fays, that it was the ancient 
Pfalterium, but altered in its fhape, and with an additional number of 
ftrings. Schilter, in v. Rotta.” Tyrwhitt’s Gloff.—Spenfer ufes the 
word again, F. Q. iv. vi. g. ‘Topp. Gower calls it riote, and Ritfon 
fays it was the viele, or lyra mendicorum! < Anc. Songs,” 1.lx. C. 

Py fathers and greatgrandfathers of old.\ ‘This is the line as 
corrected in the errata at the end of the 4to. 1590: in the body of the 
vol, it thus ftands :— 

«<'Thy fathers and thy great Grandfathers of gold,” 
which Marfton in his copy amended to,— 
«<'Thy fathers and thy great Grandfathers old ;” 
which we might have confidered preferable, if we had not held the lift 
of errata to be final. C. 
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In antique times was falvage wildernefle, 
Unpeopled, unmannurd, unprovd, unpray{fd ; 
Ne was it Ifland then, ne was it payfd°® 
Amid the ocean waves, ne was it fought 
Of merchants farre for profits therein prayfd ; 
But was all defolate, and of fome thought 

By fea to have bene from the Celticke mayn-land 

brought. 
6. 

Ne did it then deferve a name to have, 
Till that the venturous Mariner that way 
Learning his fhip from thofe white rocks to fave, 
Which all along the Southerne fea-coaft lay 
Threatning unheedy wrecke® and rath decay, 
For fafety that fame his fea-marke made, 
And nam’d it ALBron: But later day, 
Finding in it fit ports for fifhers trade, 


Gan more the fame frequent, and further to invade. 


a 


“s 
But far in land a falvage nation dwelt 
Of hideous Giaunts, and halfe beaftly men, 
That never tafted grace, nor goodnes felt ; 
But wild like beaftes lurking in loathfome den, 
And flying faft as Roebucke through the fen, 
All naked without fhame or care of cold, 
By hunting and by {fpoiling liveden ; 
Of ftature huge, and eke of corage bold, 
That fonnes of men amazd their fterneffe to behold. 


© ne was it payfd.] i.e. poifed: Todd ftates that pai/ed is ftill ufed 
in Scotland. In the next line but one ‘‘ prayfd ” is ufed for appraifed, 
meaning, upon which a value was fet. C. 

d Threatning unheedy wrecke.| ‘The moft common mode of fpelling 
“‘ wreck” in the time of Spenfer was wrack; a form of the word which 
fome modern editors would revive, as if to introduce ftill more confufion 
into our orthography : the practice was, however, by no means uniform, 
as is evident from Spenfer, Shakefpeare, Drayton, &c. C. 
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8. 
But whence they fprong, or how they were begott, 
Uneath is to affure; uneath to wene 
That monftrous error, which doth fome affott,° 
That Dioclefians fifty daughters fhene 
Into this land by chaunce have driven bene ; 
Where, companing with feends and filthy Sprights 
Through vaine illufion of their luft unclene, 
They brought forth Geaunts, and fuch dreadful wights 
As far exceeded men in their immeafurd mights. 
9. 
They held this land, and with their filthineffe 
Polluted this fame gentle foyle long time ; 
That their owne mother loathd their beaftlineffe, 
And gan abhorre her broods unkindly crime, 
All were they borne of her owne native flime : 
Until that Brutus, anciently deriv’d 
From roiall ftocke of old Affaracs line, 
Driven by fatall error here arriv’d,' 
And them of their unjuft poffeffion depriv’d. 
IO. 
But ere he had eftablifhed his throne, 
And fpred his empire to the utmoft fhore, 
He fought great batteils with his falvage fone ; 
In which he them defeated evermore, 


© which doth fome affott.| We have already had this word in ‘‘ The 
Shep. Cal.” for March, vol. i. p. 36, where it means /Pupefied, or be- 
Jotted; and fuch is its fenfe here, though Todd tells us that “ affott”’ in 
this place is degwile, or bewitch, and adduces the fame quotation that he 
had already ufed in “* The Shep. Cal.” to prove that the meaning of it 
was fiupefied. It is hardly fair to his citation, and quite an error, to 
compel the fame words to anfwer a double purpofe. C. 

f here arriv’d.| This happened about the year of the world 3083, 
and 1132 years before the birth of Chrift, according to our oldetft 
chronicler, who lived in the reigns of Henry III. and Edward I. See 
Robert of Gloucefter’s «« Chronicle,” publifhed by Hearne in 1724, 
p. 20. CHURCH. 
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And many Giaunts left on groning flore: 
That well can witnes yet unto this day 
The wefterne Hogh,® befprincled with the gore 
Of mighty Goémot, whome in ftout fray 
Corineus conquered, and cruelly did flay. 
ran 
And eke that ample Pitt, yet far renownd 
For the large leape which Debon did compell 
Coulin to make, being eight lugs of grownd,” 
Into the which retourning backe he fell : 
But thofe three monftrous ftones doe moft excell, 
Which that huge fonne of hideous Albion, 
Whofe father Hercules in Fraunce did quell, 
Great Godmer threw, in fierce contention, 
At bold Canutus; but of him was flaine anon. 
Lis 
In meed of thefe great conquefts by them gott, 
Corineus had that Province utmoft weft 
To him affigned for his worthy lott, 
Which of his name and memorable geft 
He called Cornwaile, yet fo called bet ; 
And Debons fhayre was that is Devonfhyre : 
But Canute had his portion from the reft, 
The which he cald Canutium, for his hyre ; 
Now Cantium, which Kent we comenly inquyre. 
13. 
Thus Brute this Realme unto his rule fubdewd, 
And raigned long in great felicity, 
Lov’d of his freends, and of his foes efchewd: 


& The wefterne Hogh.| ‘That is, as Camden calls it, the Haw. See 
alfo Drayton, ‘* Polyolb.” p. 12, [near the end of Song 1.] :— 
“Upon that loftie place at Plimmouth call’d the Ave, 
«© Thofe mighty wraftlers met.” CHuRcH. 
h eight lugs of grownd.| A ug is a perch or rod with which land is 


meafured, containing fixteen feet and a half. Cnurcn. 
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He left three fonnes, his famous progeny, 
Borne of fayre Inogene of Italy ; 
Mongit whom he parted his imperiall ftate, 
And Locrine left chiefe Lord of Britany. 
At laft ripe age bad him furrender late 
His life, and long good fortune, unto finall fate. 
T4. 
Locrine was left the foveraine Lord of all; 
But Albanact had all the Northerne part, 
Which of himfelfe Albania he did call ; 
And Camber did poffeffe the Wefterne quart, 
Which Severne now from Logris doth depart : 
And each his portion peaceably enjoyd, 
Ne was there outward breach, nor grudge in hart, 
That once their quiet government annoyd ; 
But each his paynes to others profit ftill employd. 
m5 
Untill a nation ftraung, with vifage fwart 
And corage fierce that all men did affray, 
Which through the world then fwarmd in every part, 
And overflowd all countries far away, 
Like Noyes great flood, with their importune fway, 
This land invaded with like violence, 
And did themfelves through all the North difplay : 
Untill that Locrine for his Realmes defence, 
Did head againft them make and ftrong munificence.' 
1G: 
He them encountred, a confufed rout, 
Foreby the River that whylome was hight 
The ancient Abus, where with courage ftout 
He them defeated in victorious fight, 
GA eh a al cee Mae ek 


' and ftrong munificence.| By * munificence”? our author fignifies 
defence, or fortifications from munio and facio. This is a word inju- 
dicioufly coined by Spenfer, as the fame word in our language fignifies 
quite another thing. T. Warton. 
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And chafte fo fiercely after fearefull flight, 
That forft their Chiefetain, for his fafeties fake," 
(Their Chiefetain Humber named was aright, ) 
Unto the mighty ftreame him to betake, 
Where he an end of batteill and of life did make. 
eae 
. The king retourned proud of victory, 
And infolent wox through unwonted eafe, 
That fhortly he forgot the jeopardy, 
Which in his land he lately did appeafe, 
And fell to vaine voluptuous difeafe : 
He lov’d faire Ladie Eftrild, leudly lov’d, 
Whofe wanton pleafures him too much did pleafe, 
That quite his hart from Guendolene remov’d, 
From Guendolene his wife, though alwaies faithful prov’d. 
18. 
The noble daughter of Corinéus 
Would not endure to bee fo vile difdaind, 
But, gathering force and corage valorous, 
Encountred him in batteill well ordaind, 
In which him vanquifht fhe to fly conftraind : 
But fhe fo faft purfewd, that him fhe tooke 
And threw in bands, where he till death remaind ; 
Als his faire Leman flying through a brooke 
She overhent,' nought moved with her piteous looke ; 
IQ. 
But both her felfe, and eke fea daughter deare 
Begotten by her kingly Paramoure, 


k for his fafeties fake.| In St. 6, we have had another inftance of 
the ufe of ‘* fafety” as a trifyllable: here it occurs as a diffyllable; and 
it is to be noted that in St. 6, editions after the firft read, “* For fafeties 
fake,” a form of expreflion Spenfer would probably have avoided in 
St. 16, if he had already employed it in St. 6. This confideration 
renders it the more likely that the oldeft text, as regards St. 6, ‘* For 
fafety that fame,” &c. is the correét one. C. 

1 She overhent.| To “ hent” is to take, and Aint is the fubftantive : 
«« She overhent ” is therefore ‘She overtook.” C. 
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The faire Sabrina, almoft dead with feare, 

She there attached, far from all fuccoure : 

The one fhe flew upon the prefent floure ;™ 

But the fad virgin, innocent of all, 

Adowne the rolling river fhe did poure, 

Which of her name now Severne men do call : 
Such was the end that to difloyall love did fall. 

20. 

Then for her fonne, which fhe to Locrin bore, 
Madan was young, unmeet the rule to fway," 
In her owne hand the crowne fhe kept in ftore, 
Tul ryper years he raught and ftronger ftay : 
During which time her powre fhe did difplay 
Through all this Realme, the glory of her fex, 
And firft taught men a woman to obay : 

But, when her fonne to mans eftate did wex, 

She it furrendred, ne her felfe would lenger vex. 

Oke 

Tho Madan raignd, unworthie of his race, 
For with all fhame that facred throne he fild. 
Next Memprife, as unworthy of that place ; 
In which being conforted with Manild, 

For thirft of fingle kingdom him he kild. 

But Ebranck falved both their infamies 
With noble deedes, and warreyd on Brunchild 
In Henault, where yet of his victories 

Brave moniments remaine, which yet that land envies. 


m upon the prefent floure.| ‘That is, upon the fpot, as Mr. Church 

has Sane! by the fame expreflion, F. Q. vi. 1. 23 :— 
and {lew the porter on the flore.” 

The fecond edition reads ‘‘ i” that impatient froure,” to which all fub- 
fequent editors have conformed, except Mr. Church, with whom I join 
in following the firft edition. Topp. 

the rule to fway.| So the firft edition reads: Spenfer’s fecond edi- 
tion reads, ‘the rule of {way ;” which all other editions follow. The 
fenfe is thus perfpicuous: Madan was young, unfit to {way the rule or 
realm. ‘Topp. 
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22. 
An happy man in his firft dayes he was, 
And happy father of faire progeny : 
For all fo many weekes as the yeare has, 
So many children he did multiply ; 
Of which were twentie fonnes, which did apply 
Their mindes to prayfe and chevalrous defyre : 
Thofe germans did fubdew all Germany, 
Of whom it hight; but in the end their Syre 
With foule repulfe from Fraunce was forced to retyre. 
23% 
Which blott his fonne fucceeding in his feat, 
The fecond Brute, the fecond both in name 
And eke in femblaunce of his puiflaunce great, 
Right well recur’d, and did away that blame 
With recompence of everlafting fame: 
He with his victour fword firft opened 
The bowels of wide Fraunce, a forlorne Dame, 
And taught her firft how to be conquered ; 
Since which, with fondrie fpoiles fhe hath been ranfacked. 
24. 
Let Scaldis tell, and let tell Hania, 
And let the marfh of Efthambruges tell, 
What colour were their waters that fame day, 
And all the moore twixt Elverfham and Dell, 
With blood of Henalois which therein fell. 
How oft that day did fad Brunchildis fee 
The greene fhield dyde in dolorous vermell ? 
That not /cuith guiridh it mote feeme to bee, 
But rather y /cuith gogh, figne of fad crueltee.° 


° figne of fad crueltee.| In moft copies of the 4to. 1590, the firft 
line of the concluding couplet of this ftanza wants fome words; and of 
the fecond line ** But” is all that is given. Church and Todd both had 
exemplars of that impreflion where the mifling portions were filled up 
as in our text. It is remarkable that the errata at the end of the 4to. 
1590, in all copies, corrects one of the mifling Welfh words, /cuith, as 
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25. 
His fonne, king Leill, by fathers labour long, 
Enjoyd an heritage of lafting peace, 
And built Cairleill, and built Cairleon ftrong. 
Next Huddibras his realme did not encreafe, 
But taught the land from wearie wars to ceafe: 
Whofe footfteps Bladud following, in artes 
Fxceld at Athens all the learned preace, 
From whence he brought them to thefe falvage parts, 
And with {weet fcience mollifide their ftubborne harts. 
26) 
Enfample of his wondrous faculty, 
Behold the boyling bathes at Cairbadon, 
Which feeth with fecret fire eternally, 
And in their entrailles, full of quick Brimfton, 
Nourifh the flames which they are warmd upon, 
That to their people wealth they forth do well, 
And health to every forreyne nation : 
Yet he? at laft, contending to excell 
The reach of men, through flight into fond mifchief fell. 
27- 
Next him king Leyr in happie peace long raynd, 
- But had no iffue male him to fucceed, 
But three faire daughters, which were well uptraind 
In all that feemed fitt for kingly feed: 
Mongft whom his realme he equally decreed 
To have divided. Tho, when feeble age 
Nigh to his utmoft date he faw proceed, 


if it were not abfent; fo that where they are wanting it was, in all pro- 
bability, the fault of the old printer, who could not make out the uncouth 
{pelling, and left out the words. In Marfton’s copy of the edit. 1590, 
there are two blanks for the Welfh words, and for the whole concluding 
line after “ But.”” ‘The folios follow the impreffion of 1596. C. 

P Yet he, &c.] Bladud ftudied magic; and, attempting to fly to the 
upper regions of the air, fell upon the temple of Apollo, and was dafhed 
to pieces. Geoffry of Monmouth, B. il. C. 10. Upton. 
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He cald his daughters, and with fpeeches fage 
Inquyrd, which of them moft did love her parentage? 
28. 
The eldeft, Gonorill, gan to proteft, 
That fhe much more than her owne life him lov’d; 
And Regan greater love to him profeft 
Then all the world, when ever it were proov’d ; 
But Cordeill faid fhe lov’d him as behoov’d: 
Whofe fimple anfwere, wanting colours fayre 
To paint it forth, him to difpleafaunce moov’d, 
That in his crown he counted her no hayre, 
But twixt the other twain his kingdom whole did fhayre. 
BOF 
So wedded th’ one to Maglan king of Scottes, 
And thother to the king of Cambria, 
And twixt them fhayrd his realme by equall lottes ; 
But without dowre the wife Cordelia 
Was fent to Aggannip? of Celtica. 
Their aged fyre, thus eafed of his crowne, 
A private life ledd in Albania 
With Gonorill, long had in great renowne, 
That nought him griev’d to beene from rule depofed 
downe. 
30. 
But true it is that, when the oyle is fpent, 
‘The light goes out, and weeke is throwne away : 
So, when he had refignd his regiment, 
His daughter gan defpife his drouping day, 
And wearie wax of his continuall ftay. 
Tho to his daughter Regan he repayrd, 
Who him at firft well ufed every way ; 


1 Was fent to Aggannip.| Aganippus king of France, who, upon 
hearing of Cordelia’s beauty, (according to Geoffry of Monmouth,) or 
rather wifdom and goodnefs, (as Robert of Gloucefter fays,) fent and 
demanded her in marriage without any portion. CHuRCH. 
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But when of his departure fhe defpayrd, 
Her bountie fhe abated, and his cheare empayrd. 
git 
The wretched man gan then avife tofo] late, 
That love is not where moft it is profett ; 
Too truely tryde in his extremeft ftate. 
At laft, refolv’d likewife to prove the reft, 
He to Cordelia him felfe addreft, 
Who with entyre affection him receav’d, 
As for her Syre and king her feemed beft ; 
And after all an army ftrong fhe leav’d,' 
To war on thofe which him had of his realme bereav’d. 
ROK 
So to his crowne fhe him reftord againe ; 
In which he dyde, made ripe for death by eld, 
And after wild it fhould to her remaine, 
Who peaceably the fame long time did weld, 
And all mens harts in dew obedience held ; 
Tull that her fifters children, woxen ftrong, 
Through proud ambition againft her rebeld, 
And overcommen kept in prifon long, 
Till weary of that wretched life her felfe fhe hong.’ 
33: 
Then gan the bloody brethren both to raine ; 
But fierce Cundah gan fhortly to envy 
His brother Morgan, prickt with proud difdaine 
To have a pere in part of foverainty ; 
And kindling coles of cruell enmity, 
Raifd warre, and him in batteill overthrew. 


Whence as he to thofe woody hilles did fly, 


"an army firong foe leav’d.| Levied, raifed; Gall. ever. Upron. 

° ber felfe foe hong.| Geoffry of Monmouth fays fhe killed herfelf. 
So fays Hardyng. Robert of Gloucefter is filent as to her death. He 
only fays that her nephews put her in prifon, and divided the kingdom 
between them. Cuurcn, 
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Which hight of him Glamorgan, there him flew: 
Then did he raigne alone, when he none equall knew. 
34- 
His fonne Rivall’ his dead rowme did fupply ; 
In whofe fad time blood did from heaven rayne. 
Next great Gurguftus, then faire Cecily, 
In conftant peace their kingdomes did contayne.' 
After whom Lago, and Kinmarke did rayne, 
And Gorbogud, till far in years he grew: 

Then his ambitious fonnes unto them twayne 
Arraught" the rule, and from their father drew ; 
Stout Ferrex and fterne Porrex him in prifon threw. 

35: 

But O! the greedy thirft of royall crowne, 
That knowes no kinred, nor regardes no right, 
Stird Porrex up to put his brother downe ; 
Who, unto him affembling forreigne might, 
Made warre on him, and fell him felfe in fight: 
Whofe death t’avenge, his mother mercileffe, 
Moft mercileffe of women, Wyden hight, 
Her other fonne faft fleeping did oppreffe, 

And with moft cruell hand him murdred pittileffe.* 


t their kingdomes did contayne. | i.e. retain; one out of various inftances 
to fhow that the reading in ‘* The Merch. of Venice,” A. v. Sc. 1, 
‘© contain the ring” is the true one: retain for ‘* contain” was a fubfe- 
quent introduétion into Shakefpeare’s text. In an excellent modern 
work (Froude’s “* Henry VIII”) we meet with a late proof of ** con- 
tained” being ufed for retained, or perhaps re/frained, where the author 
tells us that Q. Katherine “* was cold and felf-contained,” alluding to 
the control under which fhe conftantly kept herfelf. C. 

u Arraught.| ‘ Seized,” Fr. arracher, to {natch or wreft. 'Topp. 
This etymology may perhaps be doubted, for ‘‘ arraught” would feem to 
be the paft tenfe of to arreach. We have not unfrequently had ** raught”’ 
for reached, as in C. iv. St. 5 of this book, «‘ Sometimes fhe raught him 
ftones.” See alfo *‘ Shakefpeare,” edit. Collier, 1858, 11.1303 iti. 618; 
iv. 131; &c. ‘“ Raught” is reft in iv. 39, and vi. 222. C. 

x him murdred pittileffe.| ‘The wars between Ferrex and Porrex, and 
other incidents conneéted with them, were made the fubjeét of the ear- 
lieft tragedy in the Englifh language that has defcended to our time. It 
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36. 
Here ended Brutus’ facred progeny, 
Which had feven hundred years this {cepter borne 
With high renowme and great felicity : 
The noble braunch from th’ antique f{tocke was torne 
Through difcord, and the roiall throne forlorne. 
Thenceforth this Realme was into faétions rent, 
Whileft each of Brutus boafted to be borne, 
That in the end was left no moniment 
Of Brutus, nor of Britons glorie auncient. 
37: 
Then up arofe a man of matchleffe might, 
And wondrous wit to menage high affayres, 
Who, ftird with pitty of the ftrefled plight 
Of this fad realme, cut into fondry fhayres 
By fuch as claymd themfelves Brutes rightfull hayres, 
Gathered the Princes of the people loofe 
To taken counfell of their common cares ; 
Who, with his wifedom won, him ftreight did choofe | 
Their king, and {wore him fealty to win or loofe. 
Rio. 
Then made he head againft his enimies, 
And Ymner flew of Logris mifcreate ; 
Then Ruddoc and proud Stater, both allyes, 
This of Albany newly nominate, 
And that of Cambry king confirmed late, 


was the joint authorfhip of Thomas Norton and Thomas Sackville (af- 
terwards Baron Buckhurft and Earl of Dorfet), and, having been acted 
in 1561, was printed, in 1565, under the title of “* The Tragedie of 
Gorboduc,” called by Spenfer Gorbogud. C. 

¥ Here ended Brutus, &c.] The race of Brutus ended with Ferrex 
and Porrex, ‘* Which had feven hundred years this {cepter borne;”’ but 
according to Geoftry of Monmouth, 650 years. But poets ufe round 
numbers. He fays /acred progeny, becaufe defcended from the Trojan 
kings and heroes, who claimed kindred with the gods. This account 
of Brutus and his facred progeny is taken chiefly from Geoffry of Mon- 
mouth. Upron. 


iW he ar 
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to 


He overthrew through his owne valiaunce ; 
Whofe countries he redus’d to quiet ftate, 
And fhortly brought to civile governaunce, 
Now one, which earft were many made through variaunce. 
39: 
Then made he facred lawes, which fome men fay 
Were unto him reveald in vifion ; 
By which he freed the Traveilers high-way, 
The Churches part, and Ploughmans portion, 
Reftraining ftealth and {trong extortion, 
The gratious Numa of great Britany ; 
For, till his dayes, the chiefe dominion 
By ftrength was wielded without pollicy : 
Therefore he firft wore crowne of gold for dignity. 
40. 
Donwallo dyde,’ (for what may live for ay ?) 
And left two fonnes, of peareleffe prowefle both, 
That facked Rome too dearely did affay, 
The recompence of their perjured oth ; 
And ranfackt Greece wel tryde, when they were wroth ; 
Befides fubjected France and Germany, 
Which yet their praifes fpeake, all be they loth, 
And inly tremble at the memory 
Of Brennus and Belinus, kinges of Britany. 
Al. 
Next them did Gurgiunt,* great Belinus fonne, 
In rule fucceede, and eke in. fathers praife ; 


* Donwallo dyde.| The ftory of Mulmutius Donwallo, or Dunwallo, 
was alfo brought on the ftage, but not until many years after the date of 
“« Gorboduc:”’ we hear of it in O&. 1598, and it was written for Hen- 
flowe’s Theatre by a diftinguifhed poet of that day, W. Rankins. See 
Henflowe’s Diary (printed by the Shakefpeare Society in 1845) p.135. C. 

* Next them did Gurgiunt.| More commonly known as Gurguntius, 
and called Gurgunt in editions after the firft, where it ftands Gurgiunt ; 
but there is no correction in the errata of the 4to. 1590, and we prefer 
the integrity of the older text on a point of no real importance. ‘ Gur- 
giunt”’ fuits the meafure fufficiently well. C. 
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He Eafterland fubdewd, and Denmarke wonne, 
And of them both did foy? and tribute raife, 
The which was dew in his dead fathers daies. 
He alfo gave to fugitives of Spayne, 
Whom he at fea found wandring from their waies, 
A feate in Ireland fafely to remayne, 
Which they fhould hold of him, as fubject to Britayne. 
A2. 
After him raigned Guitheline his hayre, 
The jufteft man and treweft in his daies, 
Who had to wife Dame Mertia the fayre, 
A woman worthy of immortall praife, 
Which for this Realme found many goodly layes,° 
And wholefome Statutes to her hufband brought. 
Fler many deemd to have beene of the Fayes, 
As was Aegerie that Numa tought: 
Thofe yet of her be Mertian lawes both nam’d and thought. 
43. 
Her fonne Sifillus¢ after her did rayne ; 
And then Kimarus; and then Danius: 
Next whom Morindus did the crowne fuftayne ; 
Who, had he not with wrath outrageous 
And cruell rancour dim’d his valorous 
And mightie deedes, fhould matched have the beft: 
As well in that fame field victorious 
Againft the forreine Morands he expreiti 
Yet lives his memorie, though carcas fleepe in reft. 


> And of them both did foy.| The tribute due from fubjefs. An ex- 
preffion borrowed from the old French. Homme de foy is a vaflal, or 
tenant, that holds by fealty. See Cotgrave’s Fr. Di&t. v. Foy. Toop. 

© many goodly layes.| Laws, for the rhyme’s fake. CuHurcu. 

“ Her fonne Sifillus.| It is * Sifillus” in every old impreffion, but in 
every hiftory it is either Sifdius or Sifllus. We have little doubt that 
Sifillus is the mode in which Spenfer {pelt the name, and that the old 
compofitor again confounded the long fand f. At the fame time, with 
Upton and Church, we do not feel warranted in introducing the cor- 
rection, but mention it ina note. C. 
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44. 

Five fonnes he left, begotten of one wife, 
All which fucceffively by turnes did rayne : 
Firft Gorboman, a man of vertuous life ; 
Next Archigald, who for his proud difdayne 
Depofed was from princedome foverayne, 
And pitteous Elidure put in his fted ; 
Who fhortly it to him reftord agayne, 
Till by his death he it recovered : 

But Peridure and Vigent him difthronized. 


In wretched prifon long he did remaine, 
Till they outraigned had their utmoft date, 
And then therein refeized was againe, 
And ruled long with honorable ftate, 
Till he furrendered Realme and life to fate. 
Then all the fonnes of thefe five brethren raynd 
By dew fucceffe, and all their Nephewes late ; 
Even thrife eleven defcents the crowne retaynd, 


Till aged Hely by dew heritage it gaynd. 


46. 
He had two fonnes, whofe eldeft, called Lud, 
Left of his life moft famous memory, 
And endleffe moniments of his great good: 
The ruin’d wals he did rezdifye 
Of Troynovant, gainft force of enimy, 
And built that gate which of his name is hight, 
By which he lyes entombed folemnly. 
He left two fonnes, too young to rule aright, 
Androgeus and Tenantius, pictures of his might. 


47° 
Whilft they were young, Caffibalane, their Eme,° 


© Caffibalane, their Eme.] Or eame, as it is {pelt in A.S.—their wacle. 
Bp. Kennett tells us that in his time the word was applied to any rela- 
tive, or even toa neighbour. C. 
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Was by the people chofen in their fted, 
Who on him tooke the roiall Diademe, 
And goodly well long time it governed ; 
Till the prowde Romanes him difquieted, 
And warlike Cefar, tempted with the name 
Of this fweet Ifland never conquered, 
And envying the Britons blazed fame, 
(O hideous hunger of dominion!) hether came. 
48. 
Yet twife they were repulfed backe againe, 
And twife renforft backe to their fhips to fly ; 
The whiles with blood they all the fhore did ftaine, 
And the gray Ocean into purple dy: 
Ne had they footing found at laft, perdie, 
Had not Androgeus, falfe to native foyle, 
And envious of Uncles foveraintie, 
Betrayd his country unto forreine {poyle. 
Nought els but treafon from the firft this land did foyle. 
49- ! 
So by him Cefar got the victory, 
Through great bloodfhed and many a fad affay, 
In which himfelfe was charged heavily 
Of hardy Nennius, whom he yet did ‘flay, 
But loft his fword, yet to be feene this day. 
Thenceforth this land was tributarie made 
T’ambitious Rome, and did their rule obay, 
Till Arthur all that reckoning defrayd : 
Yet oft the Briton kings againft them ftrongly fwayd. 
iter 
Next him Tenantius raignd; then Kimbeline, 
What time th’ eternall Lord in flefhly flime 
Enwombed was, from wretched Adams line 
To purge away the guilt of finfull crime. 
O joyous memorie of happy time, 


That heavenly grace fo plenteoufly difplayd ! 
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(O too high ditty for my fimple rime!) 


Soone after this the Romanes him warrayd ; 
For that their tribute he refufd to let be payd. 
fe 
Good Claudius, that next was Emperour, 
An army brought, and with him batteile fought, 
In which the king was by a Treachetour'‘ 
Difguifed flaine, ere any thereof thought: 
Yet ceafed not the bloody fight for ought ; 
For Arvirage his brothers place fupplyde 
Both in his armes and crowne, and by that draught 
Did drive the Romanes to the weaker fyde, 
That they to peace agreed. So all was pacifyde. 
bash, 
Was never king more highly magnifide, 
Nor dredd of Romanes, then was Arvirage ; 
For which the Emperour to him allide 
His daughter Genuifs’ in marriage: 
Yet fhortly he renounft the vafiallage 
Of Rome againe, who hether haftly fent 
Vefpafian, that with great fpoile and rage 
Forwafted all, till Genuiffa gent 
Perfuaded him to ceaffe, and her lord to relent. 
53: 
He dide; and him fucceded Marius, 
Who joyd his dayes in great tranquillity.® 
Then Coyll; and after him good Lucius, 
That firft received Chriftianity, 
The facred pledge of Chriftes Evangely. 


f Was by a Treachetour.]| We do not recolleét this form of Chaucer’s 
word treachour in any writer but Spenfer, who has it elfewhere, as 
well, indeed, as treachour. ‘They are derived from the Fr. tricher, 
while traitor is from the Lat. trado. C. 

& in great tranquillity.| So the firft edition reads, The others read, 
‘“< with great tranquillity.” ‘Topp. 
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Yet true it is, that long before that day 
Hither came Jofeph of Arimathy, 
Who brought with him the holy grayle," (they fay) 
And preacht the truth ; but fince it greatly did decay. 
54: 
This good king fhortly without iffew dide, 
Whereof great trouble in the kingdome grew, 
That did her felfe in fondry parts divide, 
And with her powre her owne felfe overthrew, 
Whileft Romanes daily did the weake fubdew : 
Which feeing, ftout Bunduca up arofe, 
And taking armes the Britons to her drew ; 
With whom fhe marched ftreight againft her foes, 
And then unwares befides the Severne did enclofe. 
55. 
There fhe with them a cruell batteill tryde, 
Not with fo good fucceffe' as fhee deferv’d ; 
By reafon that the Captaines on her fyde, 
Corrupted by Paulinus, from her {fwerv’d: 
Yet fuch as were through former flight preferv’d 
Gathering againe, her Hoft fhe did renew, 
And with frefh corage on the victor fervd : 
But being all defeated, fave a few, 
Rather then fly, or be captiv’d, her felfe fhe flew. 
56. 
O famous moniment of womens prayfe ! 
Matchable either to Semiramis, 
Whom antique hiftory fo high doth rayfe, 
Or to Hypfiphil’, or to Thomiris. 


b the holy grayle.| The holy veffel, or difh, in which the pafchal 
lamb was ferved before Chrift at the laft fupper: it was fubfequently 
loft, and fearch was long made for it throughout Chriftendom in vain. 
It was ultimately, according to feveral authorities, found in Italy. It 
{eems to have been confounded by fome writers with the /azg rea, or real 


blood of the Saviour. C. 
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Her Hoft two hundred thoufand numbred is; 

Who, whiles good fortune favoured her might, 

Triumphed oft againft her enemis ; 

And yet, though overcome in hapleffe fight, 
Shee triumphed on death, in enemies defpight. 

Se 

Her reliques Fulgent having gathered, 

Fought with Severus, and him overthrew ; 

Yet in the chace was flaine of them that fled, 

So made them victors whome he did fubdew. 

Then gan Caraufius tirannize anew, 

And gainift the Romanes bent their proper powre ; 

But him Allectus treacheroufly flew, 

And tooke on him the robe of Emperoure : 
Nath’lefie the fame enjoyed but fhort happy howre: 

Loe 

For Afclepiodate him overcame, 

And left inglorious on the vanquifht playne, 

Without or robe or rag to hide his fhame: 

Then afterwards he in his ftead did raigne, 

But fhortly was by Coyll in batteill flaine: 

Who after long debate, fince Lucies tyme, 

Was of the Britons firft crownd Soveraine. 

Then gan this Realme renew her pafled prime: 
He of his name Coylchefter built of ftone and lime. 


59: 

Which when the Romanes heard, they hether fent 
Conftantius, a man of mickle might, 
With whome king Coyll made an agreement, 
And to him gave for wife his daughter bright, 
Fayre Helena, the faireft living wight ; 
Who in all godly thewes and goodly praife 
Did far excell, but was moft famous hight 
For fkil in Muficke of all in her daies, 


Afwell in curious inftruments as cunning laies. 


Das 
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60. 
Of whome he did great Conftantine begett, 
Who afterward was Emperour of Rome; 
To which whiles abfent he his mind did {ett, 
Octavius here lept into his roome, 
And it ufurped by unrighteous doome: 
But he his title juftifide by might, 
Slaying Traherne, and having overcome 
The Romane legion in dreadfull fight. 
So fettled he his kingdome, and confirm’d his right : 
oH & 
But wanting yflew male, his daughter deare 
He gave in wedlocke to Maximian, 
And him with her made of his kingdome heyre, 
Who foone by meanes thereof the Empire wan, 
Tull murdred by the freends of Gratian. 
Then gan the Hunnes and Piés invade this land, 
During the raigne of Maximinian ; 
Who dying left none heire them to withftand, 
But that they overran all parts with eafy hand. 
Gr: 
The weary Britons, whofe war-hable youth 
Was by Maximian lately ledd away, 
With wretched miferyes and woefull ruth, 
Were to thofe Pagans made an open pray, 
And daily fpectacle of fad decay : 
Whome Romane warres, which now fowr hundred 
yeares 
And more had wafted, could no whit difmay ; 
Til, by confent of Commons and of Peares, 
They crownd the fecond Conftantine with joyous teares. 
ey 
Who having oft in batteill vanquifhed 
Thofe fpoylefull Picts, and {warming Fafterlings, 
Long time in peace his realme eftablithed, 
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Yet oft annoyd with fondry bordragings,’ 
Of neighbour Scots, and forrein Scatterlings* 
With which the world did in thofe dayes abound : 
Which to outbarre, with painefull pyonings’ 
From fea to fea he heapt a mighty mound, 
Which from Alcluid to Panwelt did that border bownd. 
64. 
Three fones he dying left, all under age; 
By meanes whereof their uncle Vortigere 
Ufurpt the crowne during their pupillage ; 
Which th’ Infants tutors gathering to feare, 
Them clofely into Armorick did beare: 
For dread of whom, and for thofe Picts annoyes, 
He fent to Germany ftraunge aid to reare ; 
From whence eftfoones arrived here three hoyes 
Of Saxons, whom he for his fafety imployes. 
65. 

Two brethren were their Capitayns, which hight 
Hengift and Horfus, well approv’d in warre, 
And both of them men of renowmed might ; 
Who making vantage of their civile jarre, 

And of thofe forreyners which came from farre, 

Grew great, and got large portions of land, 

That in the Realme ere long they ftronger arre 
Then they which fought at firft their helping hand, 


i with fondry bordragings.| Bordraging, as Mr. Upton has obferved, 
is an incurfion on the borders or marches of a country. See Spelman, 
in v. Bordarii. It is perhaps the fame word in the poet’s “ Colin 
Clout’s come home again :” 


« No nightly dodrags, nor no hue and cries.” 


Bodrags, intended probably for bordrags. ‘Toop. 

k and forrein Scatterlings.| Scattered or difperfed rovers or ravagers. 
Spenfer ufes the word in his ‘* View of the State of Ireland :” «* Lofels 
and fcatterlings.” Again, ‘‘ fcatterlings and outlaws.” Upton. 

| “with painefull pyonings.| Works of pioneers: military works raifed 
by pioneers. Upron. Shakefpeare has pioned, i.e. dug: fee hie 
Tempeft,” A. iv. Sc. 1. . 
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And Vortiger have forft™ the kingdome to aband. 
66. 
But by the helpe of Vortimere his fonne, 
He is againe unto his rule reftord ; 
And Hengift, feeming fad for that was donne, 
Received is to grace and new accord, 
Through his faire daughters face and flattring word. 
Soone after which three hundred Lords he flew 
Of Britith blood, all fitting at his bord ; 
Whofe dolefull moniments who lift to rew, 
Th’ eternall marks of treafon may at Stonheng vew. 
OF. 

By this the fonnes of Conftantine, which fled, 
Ambrofe and Uther, did ripe yeares attayne, 
And, here arriving, ftrongly challenged 
The crowne which Vortiger did long detayne: 
Who, flying from his guilt, by them was flayne ; 
And Hengift eke foon brought to fhamefull death. 
henceforth Aurelius peaceably did rayne, 

Tull that through poyfon {topped was his breath ; 

So now entombed lies at Stoneheng by the heath. 

68, 

After him Uther, which Pendragon hight, 
Succeeding — There abruptly it did end,° 
Without full point, or other Cefure right ; 

As if the reft fome wicked hand did rend, 
Or th’ Author felfe could not at leat attend 
To finifh it: that fo untimely breach 


™ And Vortiger have forff.| So the edit. 1590: later impreffions for 
“* have forft” read enfor/?, without any improvement of the text, and 
without notice in the original lift of errata. C. 

" Aurelius peaceably did rayne.| Aurelius, it fhould be remembered, 
was the fecond name of Ambrofe. C. 

° There abruptly it did end.| Becaufe the hiftory was brought down 
to the reign of Prince Arthur’s father, although the Prince is reprefented 
by Spenfer as ignorant of his defcent from Uther-Pendragon.  C. 
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The Prince him felfe halfe feemed to offend ; 
Yet fecret pleafure did offence empeach, 
And wonder of antiquity long ftopt his fpeach. 
69. 

At laft, quite ravifht with delight to heare 

The royall Ofspring of his native land, 
Cryde out; ‘“‘ Deare countrey! O! how dearely deare 
Ought thy remembraunce and perpetuall band 
Be to thy fofter Childe, that from thy hand 
Did commun breath and nouriture receave. 
How brutifh ts it not to underftand 
How much to her we owe, that all us gave ; 
That gave unto us all what ever good we have. 
70. 
But Guyon all this while his booke did read, 
Ne yet has ended ; for it was a great 
And ample volume, that doth far excead 
My leafure fo long leaves here to repeat : 
It told how firft Prometheus did create 
A man, of many parts from beafts deryv’d, 
And then ftole fire from heven to animate 
His worke, for which he was by Jove depryv’d 

Of life him felf, and hart-ftrings of an Aegle ryv’d.? 

ae: 

That man fo made he called Elfe, to weet 
Quick, the firft author of all Elfin kynd; 
Who, wandring through the world with wearie feet, 
Did in the gardins of Adonis fynd 
A goodly creature, whom he deemd in mynd 
To be no earthly wight, but either Spright, 
Or Angell, th’ authour of all woman kynd; 


P and hart-firings of an Aegle ryv’d.| i.e. by an eagle  riv’d” or 
torn. ‘There is perhaps no one point in our language which has varied 
more than the ufe of prepofitions. 


er 
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Therefore a Fay he her according hight, 


Of whom all Faryes fpring, and fetch their lignage right. 


qe 


Of thefe a mighty people fhortly grew, 


And puiffant kinges which all the world warrayd, 
And to them felves all Nations did fubdew. 

The firft and eldeft, which that fcepter {wayd, 
Was Elfin; him all India obayd, 

And all that now America men call: 

Next him was noble Elfinan, who laid 

Cleopolis foundation firft of all: 


But Elfiline enclofd it with a golden wall. 


His fonne was Elfinell, who overcame 


The wicked Gobbelines in bloody field ; 

But Elfant was of moft renowmed fame, 

Who all of Chriftall did Panthea build: 

Then Elfar, who two brethren gyauntes kild, 
The one of which had two heades, th’ other three: 
Then Elfinor, who was in magick fkild ; 

He built by art upon the glafly See 


A bridge of bras, whofe found hevens thunder feem’d to bee. 


74: 
He left three fonnes, the which in order raynd, 


And all their Ofspring, in their dew defcents ; 
Even feven hundred Princes, which maintaynd 
With mightie deedes their fondry governments ; 
That were too long their infinite contents 

Here to record, ne much materiall : 

Yet fhould they be moft famous moniments, 
And brave enfample, both of martiall 


And civil rule, to kinges and ftates imperiall. 


75: 
After ali thefe Elficleos did rayne, 


The wife Elficleos, in great Majettie, 


= SS —= z ee — = vs SS 
Se ae Seater pe eg ee re ee —= ~ees . ———— —_- ——-- - — = 
| eee eee rt OTN ee a ee es ach ta we™. LO 


286 THE FAERIE QUEENE. RF 


Who mightily that fcepter did fuftayne, 
And with rich fpoyles and famous victorie 
Did high advaunce the crowne of Faery: 
He left two fonnes, of which faire Elferon, 
The eldeft brother, did untimely dy ; 
Whofe emptie place the mightie Oberon 
Doubly fupplide, in fpoufall and dominion. 
76. 
Great was his power and glorie over all 
Which, him before, that facred feate did fill, 
That yet remaines his wide memoriall. 
He dying left the faireft Tanaquill, 
Him to fucceede therein, by his laft will: 
Fairer and nobler liveth none this howre, 
Ne like in grace, ne like in learned fkill ; 
Therefore they Glorian call that glorious flowre: 
Long mayft thou, Glorian, live in glory and great powre! 


77° 

Beguyld thus with delight of novelties, 

And naturall defire of countryes ftate, 

So long they redd in thofe antiquities, 

That how the time was fled they quite forgate ; 

Till gentle Alma, feeing it fo late, 

Perforce their ftudies broke, and them befought 

To thinke how fupper did them long awaite : 

So halfe unwilling from their bookes them brought, 
And fayrely feafted as fo noble knightes fhe ought. 


CEA INET O. xs Ie 


The enimies of Temperaunce 
befiege her dwelling place: 

Prince Arthure them repelles, and fowle 
Maleger doth deface. 


1" 

FLAT warre fo cruel, or what fiege fo fore, 
As that which ftrong affections doe apply 
Againft the forte of reafon evermore, 
To bring the fowle into captivity ? 
Their force is fiercer through infirmity 
Of the fraile flefh, relenting to their rage, 

And exercife moft bitter tyranny 
Upon the partes brought into their bondage : 
No wretchedneffe is like to finfull vellenage. 
2. 

But in a body which doth freely yeeld 
His partes to reafons rule obedient, 

And letteth her that ought the fcepter weeld, 
All happy peace and goodly government 

Is fetled there in fure eftablifhment. 

There Alma, like a virgin Queene moft bright, 
Doth florifh in all beautie excellent ; 

And to her gueftes doth bounteous banket dight, 

Attempred goodly well for health and for delight. 


Early, before the Morne with cremofin ray 
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The windowes of bright heaven opened had, 
Through which into the world the dawning day 
Might looke, that maketh every creature glad, 
Uprofe Sir Guyon, in bright armour clad, 
And to his purpofd journey him prepar’d: 
With him the Palmer eke in habit fad 
Him felfe addreft to that adventure hard : 

So to the rivers fyde they both together far’d : 


4. 
Where them awaited ready at the ford 
The Ferriman, as Alma had behight, 
With his well-rigged bote: They goe abord, 
And he eftfoones gan launch his barke forthright. 
Ere long they rowed were quite out of fight, 
And faft the land behynd them fled away. 
But let them pas, whiles winde and wether right 
Doe ferve their turnes: here I a while muft ftay, 
To fee a cruell fight doen by the prince this day. 
F 
For all fo foone as Guyon thence was gon 
Upon his voyage with his truftie guyde, 
That wicked band of villeins frefh begon 
That caftle to affaile on every fide, 
And lay ftrong fiege about it far and wyde. 
So huge and infinite their numbers were, 
That all the land they under them did hyde ; 
So fowle and ugly, that exceeding feare 
Their vifages impreft when they approched neare. 
6 


Them in twelve troupes their Captein did difpart, 
And round about in fitteft fteades did place, 
Where each might beft offend his proper part, 
And his contrary object moft deface, 

As every one feem’d meeteft in that cace. 
Seven of the fame againft the Caftle gate 
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In ftrong entrenchments he did clofely place, 
Which with inceffaunt force and endleffe hate 
They battred day and night, and entraunce did awate. 
me 
The other five five fondry wayes he fett 
Againft the five great Bulwarkes of that pyle, 
And unto each a Bulwarke did arrett,* 
TY affayle with open force or hidden guyle, 
In hope thereof to win victorious {poile. 
They all that charge did fervently apply 
With greedie malice and importune toyle, 
And planted there their huge artillery, 
With which they dayly made moft dreadfull battery. 
8. 
The firft troupe was a monftrous rablement 
Of fowle mifshapen wightes, of which fome were 
Headed like Owles, with beckes uncomely bent ; 
Others like Dogs; others like Gryphons dreare ; 
And fome had wings, and fome had clawes to teare: 
And every one of them had Lynces eyes; 
And every one did bow and arrowes beare. 
All thofe were lawleffe luftes, corrupt envyes, 
And covetous af{pects, all cruel enimyes. 
9. 
Thofe fame againft the bulwarke of the Sight 
Did lay ftrong fiege and battailous aflault, 
Ne once did yield it refpitt day nor night ; 
But foone as Titan gan his head exault, 
And foone againe as he his light withhault, 
Their wicked engins they againft it bent; 
That is, each thing by which the eyes may fault: 


But two then all more huge and violent, 


* a Bulwarke did arrett.| Appoint, or affign. The poet often ufes 
the word in this fenfe. Topp. See B. iii. C. viii. St. DP pccce CG 


Il. U 
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Beautie and money, they againft that Bulwarke lent.° 
10. 
The fecond Bulwarke was the Hearing fence, 
Gainft which the fecond troupe affignment makes ; 
Deformed creatures, in ftraunge difference, 
Some having heads like Harts, fome like to Snakes, 
Some like wilde Bores late rouzd out of the brakes: 
Slaunderous reproches, and fowle infamies, 
Leafinges, backbytinges, and vain-glorious crakes, 
Bad counfels, prayfes, and falfe flattertes : 
All thofe againft that fort did bend their battertes. 
Ble 
Likewife that fame third Fort, that is the Smell, 
Of that third troupe was cruelly aflayd ; 
Whofe hideous fhapes were like to feendes of hell, 
Some like to houndes, fome like to Apes, difmayd,° 


> they againf? that Bulwarke lent.| So the edit. 4to. 1590; but 
that of 1596 fubftituted ** they that Bulwarke /ore/y rent:” it may have 
been the poet’s emendation, and we therefore give it ina note; but we 
adhere to the intelligible text of the earlieft impreflion. C. 
© to Apes, difmayd,| Difmayed is frightened. But I can hardly think 
that Spenfer ufes it here in that fenfe. Poflibly by di/mayed or dif/made 
he means ug/y, ill fhapeds in Fr. malfait. Quzere, whether it fhould be 
mifmade? Jortin. Our poet dreffes out thefe hideous phantoms as ugly 
as imagination can form them. An ape is an ugly likenefs of a man; 
but furely a frightened ape, an ape di/maid, is {till more ugly. A wild 
boar is a frightful creature; but a wild boar, roufed from the brake, is 
more frightful. See St. 10. Soin F. Q. ii. ix. 13 :— 
‘¢ Sterne was their look like wild amazed fteares.” 
Take away the comma after apes, and read ‘‘ fome like to apes di/mayd.” 
Upton. As di/mayd in Spenfer’s own editions is included between two 
commas, and there is only a comma after 4e//, I fhould fuppofe it does 
not agree either with apes or houndes, but with feends of hells and that 


terms it, without which it will be difficult to make fenfe of this paflage. 
Mr. Warton therefore approves of mi/made, and adds, that probably 
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Some like to Puttockes, all in plumes arayd ; 
All fhap’t according their conditions : 
For by thofe ugly formes weren pourtrayd 
Foolifh delights, and fond abufions, 
Which doe that fence befiege with light illufions. 
12. 

And that fourth band which cruell battry bent 
Againft the fourth Bulwarke, that is the Tatte, 
Was, as the reft, a gryfie rablement ; 

Some mouth’d like greedy Oyftriges ; fome fafte 
Like loathly Toades ; fome fafhioned in the watte 
Like fwine: for fo deformd is luxury, 
Surfeat, mifdiet, and unthriftie watte, 
Vaine feaftes, and ydle fuperfluity : 
All thofe this fences Fort aflayle inceffantly. 
Te 

But the fift troupe, moft horrible of hew 
And ferce of force, is dreadfull to report ;4 
For fome like Snailes, fome did like fpyders fhew, 
And fome like ugly Urchins thick and fhort: 
Cruelly they affayed that fift Fort,° 


Spenfer fent it to the prefs mi/mayd, that it might rhyme more exaétly, 
a point in which the poet was very exact; but the compofitors were 
better acquainted with di/mayd, which they accordingly adopted. I 
muft confefs, that Mr. Church’s explanation of this paflage appears to 
me judicious, namely, the prefervation of the comma after apes, the 
application of di/mayd to the feends, and the parallel ufage of di/mayd. 
I may alfo add, that Spenfer often prefixes dis as well as mis to words; 
however, here he feems to have applied it, as Milton has applied it to 
the word allied in his <‘ Samfon,” ver. 1022. “ Nor both fo loofly di/- 
allied their nuptials,” that is, mi/allied, badly contra&ed. Topp. We 
think it fafer to reproduce the old text, but Jortin’s conjeéture, of di/- 
made for ** dif{mayd,” muft not be lightly rejeéted. C. 

4 is dreadfull to report.] So the firft edition reads: the poet’s fecond 
edition reads was, which the reft follow. Toop. 

© Cruelly they affayed that fift Fort.] This is the text of the 4to. 
1590; but later impreflions not only invert “‘ Cruelly they,” but they 
pervert the poet’s language by altering “affayed,” which is perfectly 
intelligible, to afayled. Where no emendation is neceflary, we make 
none. ‘ Affay” is ufed in the fame manner in the next ftanza. C. 
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Armed with dartes of fenfuall Delight, 

With ftinges of carnall luft, and ftrong effort 

Of feeling pleafures, with which day and night 
Againft that fame fift bulwarke they continued fight. 

IA. 

Thus thefe twelve troupes with dreadfull puiffaunce 

Againft that Caftle reftleffe fiege did lay, 

And evermore their hideous Ordinaunce 

Upon the Bulwarkes cruelly did play, 

That now it gan to threaten neare decay : 

And evermore their wicked Capitayn 

Provoked them the breaches to aflay, 

Sometimes with threats, fometimes with hope of gayn, 
Which by the ranfack of that peece‘ they fhould attayn. 
Des 

On th’ other fyde, th’ affieged Caftles ward 
Their ftedfaft ftonds did mightily maintaine, 
And many bold repulfe and many hard 
Atchievement wrought, with perill and with payne, 
That goodly frame from ruine to fuftaine : 
And thofe two brethren Gyauntes did defend 
The walles fo ftoutly with their fturdie mayne, 
That never entraunce any durft pretend, 

But they to direfull death their groning ghofts did fend. 

16. 

The noble Virgin, Ladie of the Place, 
Was much difmayed with that dreadful fight, 
For never was fhe in fo evill cace, 


Till that the Prince, feeing her wofull plight, 


f that peece.| *‘ Peece”’ is often ufed by Spenfer for ca/ffle. See F.Q. 
i, X. 593 iil. x. 105 vidi./21.. *° Peece?’ for 2a/i/e, mayaperhapasnave 
been adopted from the Ital. piazza, which is fometimes ufed for a 
fortified place. See Della Crufca. The Spanifh have piega for a room. 
See Steevens’s Span. Dict. See alfo “ 'Teforo de las tres Lenguas,” 
fol. Geneva, 1671, p. 430. ‘* Piega, vne fale ou chambre d’vn logis, 
qui fe dit in terme de guerre aufli vne piece.” ‘Topp. 
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Gan her recomfort from fo fad affright, 
Offring his fervice, and his deareft life 
For her defence againft that Carle to fight, 
Which was their chiefe and th’ authour of that ftrife : 
She him remercied as the Patrone of her life. 
17. 
Eftfoones himfelfe in glitterand armes he dight, 
And his well proved weapons to him hent ; 
So taking courteous conge, he behight® 
Thofe gates to be unbar’d, and forth he went. 
Fayre mote he thee," the proweft and moft gent, 
That ever brandifhed bright fteele on hye! 
Whome foone as that unruly rablement 
With his gay Squyre iffewing did efpye, 
They reard a moft outrageous dreadfull yelling cry : 
18. 
And therewithall attonce at him let fly 
Their fluttring arrowes, thicke as flakes of {now, 
And round about him flocke impetuoufly, 
Like a great water flood, that tombling low 
From the high mountaines, threates to overflow 
With fuddein fury all the fertile playne, 
And the fad hufbandmans long hope doth throw 
A downe the ftreame, and all his vowes make vayne ; 
Nor bounds nor banks his headlong ruine may fuftayne. 
IQ. 
Upon his fhield their reir hayle he bore, 
And with his fword difperft the rafkall flockes, 
Which fled a fonder, and him fell before ; 
As withered leaves drop from their dryed ftockes, 


& he bebight.| <‘Behight” is here to be taken in the fenfe of com- 
manded, as if it were in fome way related to the word Jeheff. ‘Todd 
refers to ‘* hight,” B. i. C. iv. St. 6, (vol. i. p. 228) but they have no 
connection, for there “‘ hight” means entrufied. C. 

h Fayre mote he thee.| Thrive, profper. See the note on F. Q. ii. i. 
33. Uprron. [This vol. p. 97.] 
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When the wroth Weftern wind does reave their locks: 
And underneath him his courageous fteed, 
The fierce Spumador, trode them downe like docks ; 
The fierce Spumador, borne of heavenly feed, 
Such as Laomedon of Phoebus race did breed. 
DOM 
Which fuddeine horrour and confufed cry 
When as their Capteine heard, in hafte he yode 
The caufe to weet, and fault to remedy : 
Upon a Tygre {wift and fierce he rode, 
That as the winde ran underneath his lode, 
Whiles his long legs nigh raught unto the ground. 
Full large he was of limbe, and fhoulders brode, 
But of fuch fubtile fubftance and unfound, 
That like a ghoft he feem’d whofe grave-clothes were 
unbound : 
oI. 
And in his hand a bended bow was feene, 
And many arrowes under his right fide, 
All deadly daungerous, all cruell keene, 
Headed with flint, and fethers bloody dide ; 
Such as the Indians in their quivers hide: 
Thofe could he well direct and ftreight as line, 
And bid them ftrike the marke which he had eyde ; 
Ne was their falve, ne was there medicine, 
That mote recure their wounds; fo inly they did tine.’ 
22. 
As pale and wan as afhes was his looke, 
His body leane and meagre as a rake, 
And {kin all withered like a dryed rooke; 
Thereto as cold and drery as a fnake, 
That feemd to tremble evermore and quake ; 


i fo inly they did tine.| Inflame, rage. A. S. tendan, accendere. 
Upton. Poflibly ‘‘ tine” is to be taken as a form (for the rhyme fake) 
of the verb to teen, to hurt, to caufe forrow or grief. C. 
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All in a canvas thin he was bedight, 
And girded with a belt of twifted brake: 
Upon his head he wore an Helmet light, 
Made of a dead mans fkull, that feemd a ghaftly fight. 
22. 

Maleger was his name ; ieee him 
There follow’d faft at hand two wicked Hags, 
With hoary lockes all loofe, and vifage grim ; 
Their feet unfhod, their bodies wrapt in rags, 
And both as {wift on foot as chafed Stags ; 
And yet the one her other legge had lame, 
Which with a ftaffe, all full of litle fnags, 
She did fupport, and Impotence her name: 

But th’ other was Impatience, armd with raging flame. 

24. 

Soone as the Carle from far the Prince efpyde 

Gliftring in armes and warlike ornament, 
His Beaft he felly prickt on either fyde, 
And his mifchievous bow full readie bent, 

With which at him a cruell fhaft he fent : 
But he was warie, and it warded well 
Upon his fhield, that it no further went, 
But to the ground the idle quarrell fell :* 
Then he another and another did expell. 
26, 

Which to prevent the Prince his mortall {peare 
Soone to him raught, and fierce at him did ride, 
To be avenged of that fhot whyleare ; 

But he was not fo hardy to abide 
That bitter ftownd, but turning quicke afide 
His light-foot beaft, fled faft away for feare: 


k the idle quarrell fell.| Fr. Carreau, or Quarreau, a fhort thick 
fquare dart fhot out of crofs-bows. ‘‘Gloff. Urr.” Chaucer. See alfo 
Chaucer, p. 227, edit. Urr :— 

«And ground guare/is fharpe of ftecle.”” CHurcu. 


i) 
e 
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Whom to pourfue the Infant after hide 
So faft as his good Courfer could him beare ; 
But labour loft it was to weene approch him neare. 
26. 
For as the winged wind his Tigre fled, 
That vew of eye could fcarfe him overtake, 
Ne fcarfe his feet on ground were feene to tred: 
Through hils and dales he fpeedy way did make, 
Ne hedge ne ditch his readie paffage brake ; 
And in his flight the villein turn’d his face 
(As wonts the Tartar by the Cafpian lake, 
Whenas the Ruffian him in fight does chace) 
Unto his Tygres taile, and fhot at him apace. 
27. 
Apace he fhot, and yet he fled apace, 
Still as the greedy knight nigh to him drew ; 
And oftentimes he would relent his pace, 
That him his foe more fiercely fhould pourfew : 
But when his uncouth manner he did vew, 
He gan avize to follow him no more, 
But keepe his ftanding, and his fhaftes efchew, 
Untill he quite had fpent his perlous ftore,’ 
And then affayle him frefh, ere he could fhift for more. 
OB 
But that lame Hag, {till as abroad he ftrew 
His wicked arrowes, gathered them againe, 
And to him brought, frefh batteill to renew ; 
Which he efpying caft her to reftraine 
From yielding fuccour to that curfed Swaine,™ 
And her attaching thought her hands to tye; 


| his perlous ftore.] ‘ Perlous”’ is a very common colloquial abbre- 
viation of perilous: inftances of its ufe are numerous as needlefs. C. 

™ that curfed Swaine.| “Swaine” is here ufed merely to defignate 
the perfon,*and for the convenience of the rhyme. Swain is from the 
A. 8. Swang, operarius, which itfelf comes from Jwingan, which we 
have ufually in the form of /wink. C. 
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But foone as him difmounted on the plaine 
That other Hag did far away efpye 
Binding her fifter, fhe to him ran hattily ; 
29. 
And catching hold of him, i downe he lent, 
Him backeward overthrew, and downe him ftayd 
With their rude handes and gryefly graplement ; 
Tull that the villein, comming to their ayd, 
Upon him fell, and lode upon him layd: 
Full litle wanted but he had him flaine, 
And of the battell balefull end had made, 
Had not his gentle Squire beheld his paine, 
And commen to his refkew, ere his bitter bane. 
30. 
So greateft and moft glorious thing on ground 
May often need the helpe of weaker hand ; 
So feeble is mans ftate, and life unfound, 
That in affuraunce it may never ftand, 
Tull it diffolved be from earthly band. 
_Proofe be thou, Prince, the proweft man alyve, 
And nobleft borne of all in Britayne land ;” 
Yet thee fierce Fortune did fo nearely drive, 
That, had not grace thee bleft, thou fhouldeft not furvive. 
Sar 
The Squyre arriving fiercely in his armes 
Snatcht firft the one, and then the other Jade, 
His chiefeft letts and authors of his harmes, 
And them perforce withheld with threatned blade, 
Leaft that his Lord they fhould behinde invade ; 
The whiles the Prince, prickt with reprochful fhame, 


of all in Britayne land.| It is * Britom land” in the 4to. 1590, 
but corrected to our text in the errata; meaning, of courfe, the land of 
Britain, Why later editors, in fpite of the correction, fhould adhere to 
Briton, we know not. In the laft line of this ftanza, *‘ furvive ” is re- 
vive in the original edition, but amended to “ furvive” in the errata. 
Neverthelefs revive is preferved in the folios 1609 and 1611. C. 
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As one awakte out of long flombring fhade, 
Revivyng thought of glory and of fame, 
United all his powres to purge him felfe from blame. 
32. 
Like as a fire, the which in hollow cave 
Hath long bene underkept and down fuppreft, 
With murmurous difdayne doth inly rave, 
And grudge in fo ftreight prifon to be preft, 
At laft breakes forth with furious infeft,° 
And ftrives to mount unto his native feat ; 
All that did earft it hinder and moleft, 
Yt now devoures with flames and fcorching heat, 
And carries into f{moake with rage and horror great. 
33: 
So mightely the Briton Prince him rouzd 
Out of his holde, and broke his caytive bands ; 
And as a Beare, whom angry curres have touzd, 
Having off-fhakt them and efcapt their hands, 
Becomes more fell, and all that him withftands 
Treads down and overthrowes. Now had the Carle 
Alighted from his Tigre, and his hands 
Difcharged of his bow and deadly quar'le, 
To feize upon his foe flatt lying on the marle. 
34. 
Which now him turnd to difavantage deare ; 
For neither can he fly, nor other harme, 
But truft unto his ftrength and manhood meare, 
Sith now he is far from his monftrous fwarme, 
And of his weapons did himfelfe difarme. 
The knight, yet wrothfull for his late difgrace, 


° with furious infeft.] So the 4to. 1590, and we therefore prefer 
<¢infeft” to uure/?, which was the word fubftituted in later impreflions. 
Church did not believe wure/? to have been Spenfer’s word, and we find 
no trace of any fuch change among the errata to the firft edition. If 
the poet had intended to recal “ infeft”” we fhould moft probably have 
feen the proof of it there. C. 


C. 


Fiercely advaunft his valorous right arme, 
And him fo fore fmott with his yron mace, 


That groveling to the ground he fell, and fild his place. 


yey 
Wel weened hee that field was then his owne, 


And all his labor brought to happy end ; 

When fuddein up the villeine overthrowne 

Out of his fwowne arofe, frefh to contend, 

And gan him felfe to fecond battaill bend, 

As hurt he had not beene. Thereby there lay 
An huge great ftone, which ftood upon one end, 
And had not bene removed many a day ; 


Some land-marke feemd to bee, or figne of fundry way: 


OF 


The fame he fnatcht, and with exceeding fway 


Threw at his foe, who was right well aware 
To fhonne the engin of his meant decay ; 

It booted not to thinke thot thraw to beare, 
But grownd he gave, and lightly lept areare: 


_ Eft fierce retourning, as a faulcon fayre, 


That once hath failed of her foufe full neare, 


Remounts againe into the open ayre, 


And unto better fortune doth her felfe prepayre. 


37: 
So brave retourning, with his brandifht blade 


He to the Carle him felfe agayn addreft, 

And ftrooke at him fo fternely, that he made 

An open paffage through his riven breft, 

That halfe the fteele behind his backe did reft ; 
Which drawing backe, he looked. evermore 
When the hart blood fhould gufh out of his cheft 
Or his dead corfe fhould fall upon the flore ; 


>) 


But his dead corfe upon the flore fell nathemore. 


38 


Ne drop of blood appeared fhed to bee, 
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All were the wownd fo wide and wonderous 
That through his carcas one might playnly fee. 
Halfe in amaze with horror hideous, 
And halfe in rage to be deluded thus, 
Again through both the fides he ftrooke him quight, 
That made his fpright to grone full piteous ; 
Yet nathemore forth fled his groning {fpright, 
But frefhly, as at firft, prepard himfelfe to fight. 
39. 
Thereat he {mitten was vice affright, 
And trembling terror did his hart apall ; 
Ne wift he what to thinke of that fame fight, 
Ne what to fay, ne what to doe at all: 
He doubted leaft it were fome magicall 
Ilufion that did beguile his fenfe, 
Or wandring ghoft that wanted funerall, 
Or aery fpirite under falfe pretence, 
Or hellifh feend rayfd up through divelith {cience. 
40. 
His wonder far exceeded reafons reach, 
That he began to doubt his dazeled fight, 
And oft of error did himfelfe appeach : 
Flefh without blood, a perfon without fpright, 
Wounds without hurt, a body without might, 
That could doe harme, yet could not harmed bee, 
That could not die, yet feemd a mortall wight, 
That was moft ftrong in moft infirmitee ; 
Like did he never heare, like did he never fee. 
wl: 
A while he ftood in this aftonifhment, 
Yet would he not for all his great difmay 
Give over to effect his firft intent, 
And th’ utmoft meanes of victory aflay, 
Or th’ utmoft yflew of his owne decay. 
His owne good {word Mordure, that never fayld 
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At need till now, he lightly threw away, 
And his bright fhield that nought him now avayld; 

And with his naked hands him forcibly affayld. 

4.2; 

Twixt his two mighty armes him up he fnatcht, 
And crufht his carcas fo againft his breft, 
That the difdainfull fowle he thence difpatcht, 
And th’ ydle breath all utterly expreft. 

Tho, when he felt him dead, adowne he keft 
The lumpifh corfe unto the fencelefle grownd ; 
Adowne he keft it with fo puiffant wreft, 
That backe againe it did alofte rebownd, 
And gave againft his mother earth a gronefull fownd. 
43- 

As when Joves harnefle-bearing Bird from hye 
Stoupes at a flying heron with proud difdayne, 
The ftone-dead quarrey” falls fo forciblye, 

That yt rebownds againft the lowly playne, 
A fecond fall redoubling backe agayne. 
- Then thought the Prince all peril fure was patt, 
And that he victor onely did remayne ; 
No fooner thought, then that the Carle as fait 
Gan heap huge ftrokes on him, as ere he down was catt. 
44. 

Nigh his wits end then woxe th’ amazed knight, 
And thought his labor loft, and travell vayne, 
Againft this lifeleffe fhadow fo to fight: 

Yet life he faw, and felt his mighty mayne, 

That, whiles he marveild ftill, did ftill him payne ; 
For thy he gan fome other wayes advize, 

How to take life from that dead-living {fwayne, 


P The ftone-dead quarrey.] << Quarrey”’ feems properly to mean dead 
game, placed in a /guares but it is ufed generally for the prey killed by 


falcons or hunters. It occurs in this fenfe in our old poets repeatedly. C. 
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Whom ftill he marked frefhly to arize 


From th’ earth, and from her womb new fpirits to re- 
prize.* 
45. 
He then remembred well, that had bene fayd, 
How th’ Earth his mother was, and firft him bore ; 
Shee eke, fo often as his life decayd, 
Did life with ufury to him reftore, 
And reyfd him up much ftronger then before, 
So foone as he unto her wombe did fall: 
Therefore to grownd he would him caft no more, 
Ne him committ to grave terreftriall, 
But beare him farre from hope of fuccour ufuall. 
46. 
Tho up he caught him twixt his puiffant hands, 
And having fcruzd’ out of his carrion corfe 
The lothfull life, now loofd from finfull bands, 
Upon his fhoulders carried him perforfe 
Above three furlongs, taking his full courfe 
Until he came unto a ftanding lake ; 
Him thereinto he threw without remorfe, 
Ne ftird, till hope of life did him forfake : 
So end of that Carles dayes and his owne paynes did make. 
477° 
Which when thofe wicked Hags from far did {pye, 
Like two mad dogs they ran about the lands, 
And th’ one of them with dreadfull yelling crye, 
Throwing away her broken chaines and bands, 
And having quencht her burning fier-brands, 
Hedlong her felfe did caft into that lake ; 


1 new fpirits to reprize.| To take again. Fr. reprendre. Cnurcn. 

' And having fcruzd.| Preffed, [queexed, or [crewed out, as in F. On 
iil. v. 33. It feems that the word has hitherto only been found in 
Spenfer, and Bifhop Hall. Dr. Johnfon fuppofes it to be the fame word 
as that vulgarly pronounced /crouge. C. 
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But Impotence with her owne wilfull hands 
One of Malegers curfed darts did take, 
So ryv’d her trembling hart, and wicked end did make. 
48. 
Thus now alone he conquerour remaines : 
Tho, cumming to his Squyre that kept his fteed, 
Thought to have mounted; but his feeble vaines 
Him faild thereto, and ferved not his need, 
Through loffe of blood which from his wounds did 
bleed, 
That he began to faint, and life decay : 
But his good Squyre, him helping up with {peed, 
With ftedfaft hand upon his horfe did ftay, 
And led him to the Caftle by the beaten way. 
49. 
Where many Groomes and sais ready were 
To take him from his fteed full tenderly ; 
And eke the fayreft Alma mett him there 
With balme, and wine, and coftly fpicery, 
_ To comfort him in his infirmity. 
Eftefoones fhee caufd him up to be convayd, 
And of his armes defpoyled eafily 
In fumptuous bed fhee made him to be layd; 


And al the while his wounds were drefling by him ftayd. 


ag 
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Guyon, by Palmers governaunce,* 
paffing through perilles great, 
Doth overthrow the Bowre of blis, 

and Acrafy defeat. 


I. 
BSOW ginnes that goodly frame of Tempe- 
raunce 
Fayrely to rife, and her adorned hed 
To pricke of higheft prayfe forth to ad- 

vaunce, 

Formerly grounded and faft fetteled 

On firme foundation of true bountyhed : 

And this brave knight, that for this vertue fightes, 

Now comes to point of that fame perilous fted, 

Where Pleafure dwelles in fenfuall delights, 
Mongft thoufand dangers, and ten thoufand Magick 

mights. 


2. 

Two dayes now in that fea he fayled has, 

Ne ever land beheld, ne living wight, 
Ne ought fave perill ftill as he did pas: 


® Guyon, by Palmers governaunce, 
paling through perilles great.] So the poet’s fecond edition reads. 
The firft reads, «« Guyon, through Palmers governaunce, through paffing, 
&c.” Topp. The old printer was perhaps puzzled by the word 
“through,” (occurring twice, and afterwards altered to by,”) and 
not only improperly repeated it, but changed its place. C. 
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Tho, when appeared the third Morrow bright 
Upon the waves to {pred her trembling light, 
An hideous roring far away they heard, 
That all their fences filled with affright ; 
And ftreight they faw the raging furges reard 
Up to the fkyes, that them of drowning made affeard. 


Said then the Boteman, ‘‘ Palmer, ftere aright, 
And keepe an even courfe ; for yonder way 
We needes muft pas (God doe us well acquight !) 
That is the Gulfe of Greedineffe, they fay, 
That deepe engorgeth all this worldes pray ; 
Which having {wallowd up exceffively, 
He foone in vomit up againe doth lay, 
And belcheth forth his {uperfluity, 
That all the feas for feare doe feeme away to fly. 


4. 

‘On th’ other fyde an hideous Rocke is pight 

Of mightie Magnes ftone, whofe cragegie clift 

Depending from on high, dreadfull to fight, 

Over the waves his rugged armes doth lift, 

And threatneth downe to throw his ragged rift 

On whofo cometh nigh; yet nigh it drawes 

All paffengers, that none from it can fhift: 

For, whiles they fly that Gulfe’s devouring jawes, 
They on this rock? are rent, and funck in helples wawes.”* 


Forward they paffe, and ftrongly he them rowes, 


° Lhey on this rock.] Todd and others read, for no afligned reafon, 
** They on ¢he rock.” It is * this rock” in every old edition. C. 

° And funck in belples wawes.] Chaucer, as well as other poets of his 
time, ufes wawe for wave, but not particularly for the rhyme’s fake. 
SEC D570. caw 

“* Plongid in the gaze of mortal diftreffe.” 
Helples wawes are waves from which there is no being faved. See mer- 


cileffe defpair, F. Q. iv. viii. 51. Cuurcn. 
IT, X 
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Untill they nigh unto that Gulfe arryve, 


Where ftreame more violent and greedy growes : 
Then he with all his puifaunce doth ftryve 
To ftrike his oares, and mightily doth drive 
The hollow veffell through the threatfull wave ; 
Which, gaping wide to fwallow them alyve 
In th’ huge abyffe of his engulfing grave, 

Doth rore at them in vaine, and with great terrour rave. 

6. 

They, paffing by, that grifely mouth did fee 
Sucking the feas into his entralles deepe, 
That feemd more horrible then hell to bee, 
Or that darke dreadfull hole of Tartare fteepe* 
Through which the damned ghofts doen often creepe 
Backe to the world, bad livers to torment: 
But nought that falles into this direfull deepe, 
Ne that approcheth nigh the wyde defcent, 


May backe retourne, but is condemned to be drent. 


‘F- 
On th’ other fide they faw that perilous Rocke, 
Threatning it felfe on them to ruinate, 
On whofe fharp clifts the ribs of veffels broke ; 
And fhivered fhips, which had beene wrecked late, 
Yet ftuck with carkaffes exanimate 
Of fuch, as having all their fubftance {pent 
In wanton joyes and luftes intemperate, 
Did afterwards make fhipwracke violent 
Both of their life and fame, for ever fowly blent. 


8. 
For thy this hight The Rocke of vile Reproch, 
A daungerous and deteftable place, 
To which nor fifh nor fowle did once approch, 


d Of Tartare freepe.] ‘Tartare (we need hardly fay here) is another 
name for hell: fee vol. i. p. 297. 


ORs oe THE FAERIE QUEENE. 307 


But yelling Meawes, with Seagulles hoars and bace, 
And Cormoyraunts, with birds of ravenous race, 
Which ftill fat wayting on that waftfull clift 
For f{poile of wretches, whofe unhappy cace, 
After loft credite and confumed thrift, 

At laft them driven hath to this defpairefull drift. 


The Palmer, feeing them A fafetie paft, 
Thus faid ; ‘ Behold th’ enfamples in our fights 
Of luftfull luxurie and thriftleffe waft. 
What now is left of miferable wightes, 
Which fpent their loofer daies in lewd delights, 
But fhame and fad reproch, here to be red 
By thefe rent reliques, {peaking their ill plights? 
Let all that live hereby be counfelled 
To fhunne Rocke of Reprach, and it as death to dred!” 
LOp 
So forth they rowed; and that Ferryman 
With his ftiffe oares did brufh the fea fo ftrong, 
That the hoare waters from his frigot ran, 
And the light bubbles daunced all along, 
Whiles the falt brine out of the billowes fprong. 
At laft far off they many Iflandes fpy 
On every fide floting the floodes emong : 
Then faid the knight; “ Lo! I the land defcry ; 
Therefore, old Syre, thy courfe doe thereunto apply.” 
UI. 
“« That may not bee,” faid then the Ferryman, 
“« Leaft wee unweeting hap to be fordonne ; 
For thofe fame Iflands, feeming now and than, 
Are not firme land, nor any certein wonne,° 
But ftragling plots which to and fro doe ronne 


“ nor any certein wonne.| “ Wonne”’ is dwelling place, or abiding 
place. We have had it before in the fame fenfe, vol. i. p. 278. C 


@ 
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In the wide waters: therefore are they hight 
The wandring Iflands. Therefore doe them fhonne ; 
For they have ofte drawne many a wandring wight 

Into moft deadly daunger and diftreffed plight. 

12. 

‘* Yet well they feeme to him, that farre doth vew, 
Both faire and fruitfull, and the grownd difpred 
With grafly greene of delectable hew ; 

And the tall trees with leaves appareled 
Are deckt with bloffoms dyde in white and red, 
That mote the paffengers thereto allure ; 
But whofoever once hath faftened 
His foot thereon, may never it recure, 
But wandreth evermore uncertein and unfure. 
Hh 3) 

“« As th’ Ifle of Delos whylome, men report, 
Amid th’ Aegean fea long time did ftray, 
Ne made for fhipping any certeine port, 

Tull that Latona traveiling that way, 
Flying from Junoes wrath and hard affay, 
Of her fayre twins was there delivered, 
Which afterwards did rule the night and day : 
Thenceforth it firmely was eftablifhed, 
And for Apolloes temple highly herried.”* 
PAs 

They to him hearken, as befeemeth meete, 

And paffe on forward: fo their way does ly, 
That one of thofe fame Iflands, which doe fleet 


And for Appolloes temple highly herried.| So Spenfer’s firft edition 
reads. ‘The fecond reads, ‘* Apolloes oxour,” to which the reft adhere. 
But this, I think, is not the poet’s alteration; for it is a tautology to fay, 
«© And for Apolloes honour highly herried;” the word * herried” fig- 
nifying honoured. ‘Topp. ‘The verb * hery” or “ herry” occurs twice 
in ‘¢ ‘The Shep. Cal.” for Feb. and Nov. (fee vol. i. pp. 32, 132), and in 
one place E. K. explains it as to wor/bip, and in the other to honour: both, 
in faét, are right, as may be feen on page 352 of this vol. C. 
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In the wide fea, they needes muft paffen by, 
Which feemd fo {weet and pleafaunt to the eye, 
That it would tempt a man to touchen there. 
Upon the banck they fitting did efpy 
A daintie damfell dreffing of her heare, 

By whom a little fkippet floting did appeare. 

15. 

She, them efpying, loud to them can call,? 
Bidding them nigher draw unto the fhore, 
For fhe had caufe to bufie them withall ; 
And therewith lowdly laught: But nathemore 
Would they once turne, but kept on as afore: 
Which when fhe faw, fhe left her lockes undight, 
And running to her boat withouten ore, 
From the departing land it launched light, 

And after them did drive with all her power and might. 

16. 

Whom overtaking, fhe in merry fort 
Them gan to bord, and purpofe diverfly ; 

- Now faining dalliaunce and wanton fport, 
Now throwing forth lewd wordes immodeftly ; 
Till that the Palmer gan full bitterly 
Her to rebuke for being loofe and light: 
Which not abiding, but more fcornfully 
Scoffing at him that did her juftly wite,' 


She turnd her bote about, and from them rowed quite.* 


& loud to them can call.| So the two firft editions; but the folios 
converted “‘can” into ’gaw: we have ‘gan to bord” in the next 
ftanza. See, however, the note on can praifé, vol. i. p. 178. C. 

» Them gan to bord, and purpofe diverfly.| To** bord” is familiarly 
to accof?, and “ purpofe” is propofe or difcourfe, converfe. C. 

1 did her jujtly wite.] i.e. reprove, blame. The verb occurs in 
«The Shep. Cal.” vol. i. p. 61, where the folios alter “ wite” to 
twite, which, with the omiffion of the final ¢, is the word ftill in ufe. 
In this place of the F. Q. the folios allow the poet’s original orthography 
to remain. C., 

k And from them rowed quite.| We are not to take thefe words lite- 
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107 
That was the wanton Phedria, which late 
Did ferry him over the Idle lake: 
Whom nought regarding they kept on their gate, 
And all her vaine allurements did forfake ; 
When them the wary Boteman thus befpake : 
“« Here now behoveth us well to avyfe, 
And of our fafety good heede to take ; 
For here before a perlous paflage lyes, 
Where many Mermayds haunt making falfe melodies: 
iver 
‘“* But by the way there is a great Quickfand, 
And a whirlepoole of hidden jeopardy ; 
Therefore, Sir Palmer, keepe an even hand; 
For twixt them both the narrow way doth ly.” 
Scarfe had he faide, when hard at hand they fpy 
That quickfand nigh with water covered ; 
But by the checked wave’ they did defcry 
It plaine, and by the fea difcoloured : 
It called was the quickefand of Unthriftyhed. 
1g. 
They, paffing by, a goodly Ship did fee 
Laden from far with precious merchandize, 
And bravely furnifhed as fhip might bee, 
Which through great difaventure, or mefprize, 
Herfelfe had ronne into that hazardize ; 


rally, inafmuch as fhe could not row, having no oars— her boat with- 
outen ore,” St.15. Phzdria’s boat was governed, like Chaucer’s horfe, 
by a magic pin. C. 

! by the checked wave.| Todd informs us that by <‘ checked” here 
Spenfer means cheguer’d: if Spenfer had meant fo, he would probably 
have written fo. He refers to the “‘ check” the waves received in their 
progrefs by the proximity of the fand to the furface, the difturbance of 
which “ difcoloured the fea.” Inftead, therefore, of the context fhowing, 
as ‘I’odd argued, that Spenfer meant cheguer’d, it fhows juft the con- 
trary. ‘The “‘ checked” waves were rippled on the furface, and the 
waters were {tained by the difturbed fand. C. 
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Whofe mariners and merchants with much toyle 
Labour’d in vaine to have recur’d their prize, 
And the rich wares to fave from pitteous {poyle ; 
But neither toyle nor traveill might her backe recoyle. 
20. 
On th’ other fide they fee that perilous Poole,™ 
That called was the Whirlepoole of decay ; 
In which full many had with haplefie doole 
Beene funcke, of whom no memorie did ftay: 
Whofe circled waters rapt with whirling {way, 
Like to a reftleffe wheele, ftill ronning round, 
Did covet, as they paffed by that way, 
To draw their bote within the utmoft bound 
Of his wide Labyrinth, and then to have them dround. 
oe 
But th’ earneft Boteman” ftrongly forth did ftretch 
His brawnie armes, and all his bodie ftraine, 
That th’ utmoft fandy breach they fhortly fetch, 
Whiles the dredd daunger does behind remaine. 
_Suddeine they fee from midit of all the Maine 
The furging waters like a mountaine rife, 
And the great fea, puft up with proud difdaine, 
To {well above the meafure of his guife, 
As threatning to devoure all that his powre defpife. 
22. 
The waves come rolling, and the billowes rore 
Outragioufly, as they enraged were, 


™ On th’ other fide they fee that perilous Poole.] So before St. 7: 
“On th’ other fide they faw that perilous Rocke.” 
Spenfer often {pells ‘ perilous,” colloquially, per/ous, as in St. 17, “ per- 
lous paflage, &c.” C. 

n But th’ earneft Boteman.| < Earneft,” the epithet in the 4to. 1590, 
was fubfequently altered to heedful/, with an apoftrophe before it, as if 
the were not to be founded. This, we may be fure, was not Spenfer’s 
pronunciation nor emendation, and we therefore follow the original 
edition. C. 
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Or wrathfull Neptune did them drive before 


His whirling charet for exceeding feare ; 
For not one puffe of winde there did appeare, 
That all the three thereat woxe much afrayd, 
Unweeting what fuch horrour {traunge did reare. 
Eftfoones they faw an hideous hoatt arrayd 
Of huge Sea monfters, fuch as living fence difmayd: 
23. 
Mott ugly fhapes and horrible afpeéts, 
Such as Dame Nature felfe mote feare to fee, 
Or fhame that ever fhould fo fowle defe&s 
From her moft cunning hand efcaped bee ; 
All dreadfull pourtraicts of deformitee : 
Spring-headed Hydres; and fea-fhouldring Whales ; 
Great whirlpooles which all fifhes make to flee; 
Bright Scolopendraes arm’d with filver {cales ; 
Mighty Monoceros with immeafured tayles. 


24. 
The dreadful Fith that hath deferv’d the name 
Of Death, and like him lookes in dreadfull hew ; 
The griefly Wafferman, that makes his game 
The flying fhips with {wiftnes to purfew ; 
The horrible Sea-fatyre, that doth thew 
His fearefull face in time of greateft ftorme ; 
Huge Zifhus, whom Mariners efchew 
No leffe then rockes, (as travellers informe) 
And greedy Rofmarines with vifages deforme. 


9 


All thefe, and thoufand thoufands many more, 
And more deformed Monfters thoufand fold, 
With dreadfull noife and hollow rombling rore 
Came rufhing, in the fomy waves enrold, 
Which feem’d to fly for feare them to behold. 
Ne wonder, if thefe did the knight appall ; 
For all that here on earth we dreadfull hold, 
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Be but as bugs to fearen babes° withall, 

Compared to the creatures in the feas entrall. 

26. 

“« Feare nought,” then faide the Palmer well aviz’d, 
‘<< For thefe fame Monfters are not thefe in deed, 
But are into thefe fearefull fhapes difguiz’d 
By that fame wicked witch, to worke us dreed, 
And draw from on this journey to proceed.” 
Tho lifting up his vertuous ftaffe on hye, 

He {mote the fea, which calmed was with fpeed, 
And all that dreadfull Armie faft gan flye 
Into great Tethys bofome, where they hidden lye. 
273 

Quit from that danger forth their courfe they kept ; 
And as they went they heard a ruefull cry 
Of one that wayld and pittifully wept, 

That through the fea the refounding plaints did fly :” 
At laft they in an Ifland did efpy 
A feemely Maiden fitting by the fhore, 
- That with great forrow and fad agony 
Seemed fome great misfortune to deplore, 
And lowd to them for fuccour called evermore. 
205 

Which Guyon hearing ftreight his Palmer bad 
To ftere the bote towards that dolefull Mayd, 
That he might know and eafe her forrow fad ; 
Who, him avizing better, to him fayd: 


° Be but as bugs to fearen babes.| The like expreffion [word] occurs 
in F.Q, ui. iv.15. And in F.Q. ii. ili. 20: [this vol. p.132.] Topp. 

P That through the fea the refounding plaints did fly.| Were we to 
confult our own ears only, we fhould omit “ the” from this line, as 
indeed was done in the folios of 1609 and 16113 but when we find it in 
the two earlieft impreflions of 1590 and 1596, both of which, perhaps, 
pafied under Spenfer’s eyes, we do not hefitate to infert it. It is very 
eafy to read the line with the ufual elifion “ th’ refounding,” as we find 
it printed by fome modern editors, without warrant. C. 
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“ Faire Sir, be not difpleafd if difobayd : 


For ill it were to hearken to her cry, 
For fhe is inly nothing ill apayd ;$ 
But onely womanith fine forgery, 
Your ftubborne hart t’affec&t with fraile infirmity. 
29. 

‘¢ To which when fhe your courage hath inclind 
Through foolith pitty, then her guilefull bayt 
She will embofome deeper in your mind, 

And for your ruine at the laft awayt.” 
The Knight was ruled, and the Boteman ftrayt 
Held on his courfe with ftayed ftedfaftneffe, 
Ne ever fhroncke, ne ever fought to bayt 
His tyred armes for toylefome wearineffe, 
But with his oares did fweepe the watry wilderneffe. 
201 

And now they nigh approched to the fted 
Whereas thofe Mermayds dwelt: it was a ftill 
And calmy bay, on th’ one fide fheltered 
With the brode fhadow of an hoarie hill ; 

On th’ other fide an high rocke toured ftill, 
That twixt them both a pleafaunt port they made, 
And did like an halfe Theatre fulfill :* 
There thofe five fifters had continuall trade, 
And ufd to bath themfelves in that deceiptfull fhade. 


a For fhe is inly nothing ill apayd.] So Chaucer, in the ** Merchants 

Tale :”— 

“*T pray you that you be not i// apaid :” 
that is, diffatisfied. Urron. More properly, di/contented : to pay is to 
content; and ‘‘ apaid” is the participle pait with the prefix. It is 
fingular that our beft dictionaries have no fuch word as apay, or 
“‘apaid :” they fpell it appay, againft authority. The Palmer means, of 
courfe, that fhe has no real grief to complain of. C., 

* And did like an balfe Theatre fulfill.| That is, and did fulfil, or 
complete, the whole, like to an amphitheatre. “Fulfil” is not to be 
altered, but explained. Job. xxxix. 2. «Canft thou number the months 
that they fulfil?” 1. e. complete. Upron. 
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cee 
They were faire Ladies, till they fondly ftriv’d 
With th’ Heliconian maides for mayftery ; 
Of whom they, over-comen, were depriv’d 
Of their proud beautie, and th’ one moyity 
Transform’d to fifh for their bold furquedry ;° 
But th’ upper halfe their hew retayned ftill, 
And their {weet fkill in wonted melody ; 
Which ever after they abufd to ill, 
T” allure weake traveillers, whom gotten they did kill. 
32. 
So now to Guyon, as he pafied by, 
Their pleafaunt tunes they {weetly thus applyde: 
“O thou fayre fonne of gentle Faery, 
That art in mightie armes moft magnifyde 
Above all knights that ever batteill tryde, 
O! turne thy rudder hetherward awhile : 
Here may thy ftorme-bett veffell fafely ryde ; 
This is the Port of reft from troublcus toyle, 
The worldes {weet In from paine and wearifome tur- 
moyle.” 


33: 
With that the rolling fea, refounding foft, 
In his big bafe them fitly anfwered ; 
And on the rocke the waves breaking aloft 
A folemne Meane unto them meafured ; 
The whiles {weet zephyrus lowd whifteled 
His treble, a ftraunge kinde of harmony, 
Which Guyons fenfes foftly tickeled, 
That he the boteman bad row eafily, 
And let him heare fome part of their rare melody. 


8 their bold furquedry.| Pride, prefumption. So Chaucer illuftrates 
the word in the ‘‘ Parfones Tale,” edit. Tyrwhitt, 4to. ll. p. 313. 
<¢ Prefumption is when a man undertaketh an emprife that him ought 
not to do, or elles that he may not do; and this is called /urguidry.” 
Topp. In St. 39, it feems ufed for mere brutal fury or fiercenefs. C. 
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34+ 
But him the Palmer from that vanity 
With temperate advice difcounfelled, 
That they it paft, and fhortly gan defcry 
The land to which their courfe they leveled ; 
When fuddeinly a groffe fog over fpred 
With his dull vapour all that defert has, 
And heavens chearefull face enveloped, 
That all things one, and one as nothing was, 
And this great Univerfe feemd one confufed mas. 
Jo 
Thereat they greatly were difmayd, ne wift 
How to direct theyr way in darkenes wide, 
But feard to wander in that waftefull mift, 
For tombling into mifchiefe unefpide : 
Worfe is the daunger hidden then defcride. 
Suddeinly an innumerable flight 
Of harmefull fowles about them fluttering cride, 
And with their wicked wings them ofte did {might, 
And fore annoyed, groping in that griefly night. 
Ro. 
Even all the nation of unfortunate 
And fatall birds about them flocked were, 
Such as by nature men abhorre and hate; 
The ill-fafte Owle, deaths dreadfull meflengere ; 
The hoars Night-raven, trump of dolefull drere ; 
The leather-winged Batt, dayes enimy ; 
The ruefull Strich,* ftill waiting on the bere ; 
The whiftler fhrill, that whofo heares doth dy ; 
The hellifh Harpyes, prophets of fad deftiny. 
37: 
All thofe, and all that els does horror breed, 
About them flew, and fild their fayles with feare : 


* The ruefull Strich.| The ferietch-owl, orphyt, frix. Upton. 


oe 
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Yet ftayd they not, but forward did proceed, 
Whiles th’ one did row, and th’ other ftifly fteare ; 
Till that at laft the weather gan to cleare, 
And the faire land it felfe did playnly fheow. 
Said then the Palmer; ‘‘ Lo! where does appeare 
The facred foile* where all our perills grow. 
Therefore, Sir knight, your ready arms about you throw.” 
oisy. 
He hearkned, and his armes about him tooke, 
The whiles the nimble bote fo well her fped, 
That with her crooked keele the land fhe ftrooke : 
Then forth the noble Guyon fallied, 
And his fage Palmer that him governed ; 
But th’ other by his bote behind did ftay. 
They marched fayrly forth, of nought ydred, 
Both firmely armd for every hard aflay, 
With conftancy and care, gainft daunger and difmay. 
398 
Ere long they heard an hideous bellowing 
_ Of many beafts, that roard outrageoufly, 
As if that hungers poynt or Venus fting 
Had them enraged with fell furquedry : 
Yet nought they feard, but paft on hardily, 
Untill they came in vew of thofe wilde beafts, 
Who all attonce, gaping full greedily, 
And rearing fercely their upftaring crefts,* 
Ran towards to devoure thofe unexpected guetts. 


u The facred foile.] The facred {oil is the enchanted foil, as facro is 
ufed by the Italian poets: or curfed, abominable ; for he calls it <* the 
curfed land,” F. Q. ii. i. §1. Upton. 

x upftaring crefis.| So the poet’s firft edition reads: all the reft read, 
“* upftarting crelts.” Up/taring crefts, as Mr. Church has remarked, 
are the high advaunced creits in the next ftanza. ‘Topp. Ina cafe of 
this kind it is well worth noting that Drayton, in his copy of the folio 
1611, put his pencil through the laft ¢ in wp/farting, and placed a mark 
in the margin, as if to direct attention to the change. C. 
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40. 
But foone as they approcht with deadly threat, 
The Palmer over them his ftaffe upheld, 
His mighty ftaffe, that could all charmes defeat. 
Eftefoones their ftubborne corages were queld, 
And high advaunced crefts downe meekely feld: 
Inftead of fraying, they them felves did feare, 
And trembled as them pafling they beheld: 
Such wondrous powre did in that ftaffe appeare, 
All monfters to fubdew to him that did it beare. 
aie 
Of that fame wood it fram’d was cunningly, 
Of which Caduceus whilome was made, 
Caduceus, the rod of Mercury, 
With which he wonts the Stygian realmes invade 
Through ghaftly horror and eternall fhade: 
Th’ infernall feends with it he can affwage, 
And Orcus tame, whome nothing can perfuade, 
And rule the Furyes when they moft doe rage. 
Such vertue in his ftaffe had eke this Palmer fage. 
42. 
Thence paffing forth, they fhortly doe arryve 
Whereas the Bowre of Bliffe was fituate ; 
A place pickt out by choyce of beft alyve, 
That natures worke by art can imitate: 
In which whatever in this worldly ftate 
Is fweete and pleafing unto living fenfe, 
Or that may daynteft fantafy aggrate,’ 
Was poured fourth with plentifull difpence, 
And made there to abound with lavith affluence. 


¥ Or that may daynteft fanta/y aggrate.| i.e. that may be grateful 
to daintief? fancy: in the later impreffions “«daynteft” is altered to 
daintieft, In the next ftanza the poet has adopted the fuperlative de- 
gree ‘‘ mighteft”’ inftead of mightie/? ; to which laft it has been unwar- 
rantably changed by modern editors, and in fome old impreflions. C. 
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43. 
Goodly it was enclofed rownd about, 
Afwell their entred gueftes to keep within, 
As thofe unruly beafts to hold without ; 
Yet was the fence thereof but weake and thin: 
Nought feard theyr force that fortilage to win, 
But wifedomes powre, and temperaunces might, 
By which the mighteft things efforced bin: 
And eke the gate” was wrought of fubftaunce light, 
Rather for pleafure then for battery or fight. 
44. 
Yt framed was of precious yvory, 
That feemd a worke of admirable witt ; 
And therein all the famous hiftory 
Of Jafon and Medea was ywritt ; 
Her mighty charmes, her furious loving fitt ; 
His goodly conqueft of the golden fleece, 
His falfed fayth, and love too lightly flitt ; 
The wondred Argo, which in venturous peece 
Firft through the Euxine feas bore all the flowr of Greece. 


45. 
Ye might have feene the frothy billowes fry 
- Under the fhip as thorough them fhe went, 
That feemd the waves were into yvory, 
Or yvory into the waves were fent ; 
And otherwhere the fnowy fubftaunce fprent 
With vermell, like the boyes blood therein fhed, 


2 And eke the gate.| If the reader will take the trouble, or pleafure, 
to compare the defcription which Taffo has given of the palace of Ar- 
mida, he will fee how, in many particulars, our poet borrows, and how 
he varies. The gates (fays the Italian poet) were of filver, on which 
were wrought the ftories of Hercules and Iole, of Antony and Cleopatra. 
Spenfer defcribes the expedition of Jafon, and his amours with Medea. 
Urron. Upton gives no reference to the particular part of Taffo’s 
<¢ Gierufalemme Liberata” to which he refers, prefuming, perhaps, that 
the readers of Spenfer were well acquainted with it: it may be found 
near the opening of Canto xvi. Per l’entrata maggior, &c. C. 
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A piteous fpectacle did reprefent ; 
And otherwhiles, with gold befprinkeled, 
Yt feemd thenchaunted flame which did Creufa wed. 
46. 
All this and more might in that goodly gate 
Be red, that ever open ftood to all 
Which thether came; but in the Porch there fate 
A comely perfonage of ftature tall, 
And femblaunce pleafing, more then naturall, 
That traveilers to him feemd to entize : 
His loofer garment to the ground did fall, 
And flew about his heeles in wanton wize, 
Not fitt for fpeedy pace, or manly exercize. 


47° 
They in that place him Genius did call: 
Not that celeftiall powre, to whom the care 
Of life, and generation of all 
That lives, perteines in charge particulare, 
Who wondrous things concerning our welfare, 
And ftraunge phantomes doth lett us ofte forefee, 
And ofte of fecret ill bids us beware : 
That is our Selfe, whom though we do not fee, 
Yet each doth in him felfe it well perceive to bee. 
48. 
Therefore a God him fage Antiquity 
Did wifely make, and good Agdiftes call ; 
But this fame was to that quite contrary, 
The foe of life, that good envyes to all, 
That fecretly doth us procure to fall 


26 


Through guilefull femblants which he makes us fee: 


He of this Gardin had the governall, 
And Pleafures porter was devizd to bee, 
Holding a ftaffe in hand for more formalitee. 


49. 
With diverfe flowres he daintily was deckt, 
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And ftrowed rownd about ; and by his fide 
A mighty Mazer bowle of wine was fett, 
As if it had to him bene facrifide, 
Wherewith all new-come guefts he gratyfide : 
So did he eke Sir Guyon paffing by ; 
But he his ydle curtefie defide, 
And overthrew his bowle difdainfully,° 
And broke his ftaffe with which he charmed femblants fly. 
nee 
Thus being entred, they behold arownd 
A large and {pacious plaine,” on every fide 
Strowed with pleafauns ; whofe fayre graffy grownd 
Mantled with greene, and goodly beautifide 
With all the ornaments of Floraes pride, 
Wherewith her mother Art, as halfe in {corne 
Of niggard Nature, like a pompous bride 
Did decke her, and too lavifhly adorne, 
When forth from virgin bowre fhe comes in th’ early 
morne. 
ie 


Therewith the Heavens alwayes joviall° 


@ And overthrew his bowle, &c.| If the reader, Mr. Upton obferves, 
will compare this canto with Milton’s « Mafk,”’ he will plainly perceive 
that Milton has enriched his poem with many borrowed ornaments. 
The attendant Spirit being the good Genius; the enchanter Comus and 
his disfigured crew, the reprefentatives of Gryllus; and the brothers 
poflefled of Hemony, the Palmer with his virtuous ftaff. See alfo Mr. 
Warton’s note on ‘*Comus,” v. 815. Both poets, however, have 
founded their tales on the claffical fable of Circe; and both have added, 
to that foundation, new beauties of their own. Topp. 

> A large and fpacious plaine, &c.] Let the reader compare this and 
the next ftanza with Taflo, C. xv. 53, 54. Upron. The refemblance 
here pointed out is hardly as ftriking as in fome other places. C. 

° Lherewith the Heavens alwayes joviall.] Foyous, a not unufual 
application of the word. In the ato. 1590, the firft word of the line 
is ** T’herewith,” which we reprint, there being no reafonable ground 
for changing it to Tereto, as was done in later editions, which modern 
impreflions have ufually followed. The evident meaning is, that ‘‘ the 
heavens, always jovial therewith, looked on them lovely.” C. 
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Lookte on them lovely, ftill in ftedfaft ftate, 
Ne fuffred ftorme nor froft on them to fall, 
Their tender buds or leaves to violate ; 
Nor fcorching heat, nor cold intemperate, 
T’ affia the creatures which therein did dwell; 
But the milde ayre with feafon moderate 
Gently attempred, and difpofd fo well, 
That ftill it breathed forth fweet fpirit and holefom f{mell : 
523 
More fweet and holefome then the pleafaunt hill 
Of Rhodope, on which the Nimphe that bore 
A gyaunt babe herfelfe for griefe did kill; 
Or the Theffalian Tempe, where of yore 
Fayre Daphne Phoebus hart with love did gore ; 
Or Ida, where the Gods lov’d to repayre, 
When ever they their heavenly bowres forlore ; 
Or fweet Parnaffe, the haunt of Mufes fayre ; 
Or Eden felfe, if ought with Eden mote compayre. 


epee 

Much wondred Guyon at the fayre afpect 

Of that {weet place, yet fuffred no delight 

To fincke into his fence, nor mind affect, 

But paffed forth, and lookt ftill forward right, 

Brydling his will and mayftering his might, 

Till that he came unto another gate ; 

No gate, but like one, being goodly dight 

With bowes and braunches, which did broad dilate 
Their clafping armes in wanton wreathings intricate : 


rh 

So fafhioned a Porch with rare device, 
Archt over head with an embracing vine, 
Whofe bounches hanging downe feemd to entice 
All paffers by to tafte their lufhious wine, 
And did them felves into their hands incline, 
As freely offering to be gathered ; 


— it Os om 
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Some deepe empurpled as the Hyacine,* 
Some as the Rubine laughing fweetely red, 
Some like faire Emeraudes, not yet well ripened. 


And them amongft fome were of burnifht gold, 
So made by art to beautify the reft, 
Which did themfelves emongit the leaves enfold, 
As lurking from the vew of covetous cueft, 
That the weake boughes, with fo rich load oppreft 
Did bow adowne as overburdened. 
Under that Porch a comely dame did reft 
Clad in fayre weedes but fowle difordered, 
And garments loofe that feemd unmeet for womanhed. 
56. 
In her left hand a Cup of gold the held, 
And with her right the riper fruit did reach, 
Whofe fappy liquor, that with fulneffe fweld, 
Into her cup fhe fcruzd with daintie breach 
Of her fine fingers, without fowle empeach, 
‘That fo faire winepreffe made the wine more {weet : 
Thereof fhe ufd to give to drinke to each, 
Whom paffing by fhe happened to meet : 
It was her guife all Straungers goodly fo to greet. 
S7- 
So fhe to Guyon offred it to taft, 
Who, taking it out of her tender hond, 
The cup to ground did violently caft, 
That all in peeces it was broken fond, 
And with the liquor ftained all the lond: 
Whereat Exceffe exceedingly was wroth, 
Yet no’te the fame amend, ne yet withftond, 


4 As the Hyacine.] It is Hyacint in the 4to. 1590, and in the folio 
1611, though Todd ftates that it reads «“ Hyacine.”’ Drayton, in his 
copy, converted Hyacint into ** Hyacine;” and there can be no doubt 
that Hyacint was a mifprint, as the rhyme eftablifhes. C. 
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But fuffered him to paffe, all were fhe loth ; 
Who, nought regarding her difpleafure, forward goth. 
538. 

There the moft daintie Paradife* on ground 

It felfe doth offer to his fober eye, 

In which all pleafures plenteoufly abownd, 

And none does others happineffe envye ; 

The painted flowres, the trees upfhooting hye, 

The dales for fhade, the hilles for breathing fpace, 

The trembling groves, the chriftall running by, 

And, that which all faire workes doth moft aggrace, 
The art which all that wrought appeared in no place. 

59. 

One would have thought, (fo cunningly the rude 
And {corned partes were mingled with the fine) 
That nature had for wantoneffe enfude 
Art, and that Art at nature did repine ; 

So ftriving each th’ other to undermine, 
Each did the others worke more beautify ; 
So diff’ring both in willes agreed in fine: 
So all agreed, through {weete diverfity, 
This Gardin to adorne with all variety. 
x 60. 

And in the midft of all a fountaine ftood, 

Of richeft fubftance that on earth might bee, 

So pure and fhiny that the filver flood 

Through every channell running one might fee ; 
Mott goodly it with curious ymageree‘ 

Was overwrought, and fhapes of naked boyes, 


© There the moft daintie Paradife, &c.| As Upton and others have re- 
marked, many portions of this defcription were imitated by Spenfer from 
Taffo’s defcription of the Garden of Armida, in Gier. Lib. C. xv. C. 

¥ with curious ymageree.| Here the folios have unwarrantably altered 
the poet’s expreflion into ‘‘ with pure imageree,” as if imageree could 
not be pronounced as a trifyllable. ‘Topp. Drayton let it ftand. C. 
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Of which fome feemd with lively jollitee 
To fly about, playing their wanton toyes, 
Whyleft others did themfelves embay in liquid joyes.’ 
Mie 
And over all of pureft gold was fpred 
A trayle of yvie in his native hew ; 
For the rich metall was fo coloured, 
That wight who did not well avis’d it vew 
Would furely deeme it to bee yvie trew : 
Low his lafcivious armes adown did creepe, 
That themfelves dipping in the filver dew 
Their fleecy flowres they fearefully did fteepe," 
Which drops of Chriftall feemd for wantones to weep. 
Og 
Infinit {treames continually did well 
Out of this fountaine, fweet and faire to fee, 
The which into an ample laver fell, 
And fhortly grew into fo great quantitie, 
That like a litle lake it feemd to bee; 

_ Whofe depth exceeded not three cubits hight, 
That through the waves one might the bottom fee, 
All pav’d beneath with Jafpar fhining bright, 

That feemd the fountaine in that fea did fayle upright. 
6 3. 
And all the margent round about was fett 
With fhady Laurell trees, thence to defend’ 


& embay in liquid joyes.| ‘‘Embay” is bathe, or embathe, and we 
have had it in this fenfe earlier in the poem. C. 

h they fearefully did fteepe.| So the firft edition reads. The fecond 
and every other fubfequent edition read, ‘‘ they tenderly, &c.”” Toop. 

' thence to defend.| That is, to keep off. Virg. Ecl. vii. 47. “ Sol- 
ftittum defendere.” Horat. i. Ode 17. “ defendere xftatem.” So the 
Italians ule difendere; the French, defendre. Chaucer has defended, 
forbidden; and Milton, « Par. L.’’ B. xi. 86, “‘ that defended fruit,” i.e. 
forbidden. Upron. There could be no difficulty in multiplying proofs 
from other poets, Englifh and foreign: Shakefpeare ufes “‘ defend ” ip 
the fenfe of forbid ; “ God defend,” &c.: fee edit. Collier, 1858, il. 235 
and iv. 299g. C. 


326 THE FAERIE QUEENE. Bu. 


The funny beames which on the billowes bett, 
And thofe which therein bathed mote offend. 
As Guyon hapned by the fame to wend, 
Two naked Damzelles he therein efpyde, 
Which therein bathing feemed to contend 
And wreftle wantonly, ne car’d to hyde 
Their dainty partes from vew of any which them eyd. 
64. 
Sometimes the one would lift the other quight 
Above the waters, and then downe againe 
Her plong, as-over mayftered by might, 
Where both awhile would covered remaine, 
And each the other from to rife reftraine ; 
The whiles their fnowy limbes, as through a vele, 
So through the chriftall waves appeared plaine: 
Then fuddeinly both would themfelves unhele,* 
And th’ amarous {weet {poiles to greedy eyes revele. 
65. 
As that faire Starre,' the mefienger of morne, 
His deawy face out of the fea doth reare ; 
Or as the Cyprian goddeffe, newly borne 
Of th’ Ocean’s fruitfull froth, did firft appeare: 
Such feemed they, and fo their yellow heare 
Chriftalline humor dropped downe apace. 
Whom fuch when Guyon faw, he drew him neare, 
And fomewhat gan relent his earneft pace ; 
His ftubborne breft gan fecret pleafaunce to embrace. 
66. 
The wanton Maidens, him efpying, ftood 


k would themfelves unbele.| Uncover, or difcover. Chaucer ufes 
“< hele”? in the fenfe of bide in the ** Rom. of the Rofe,” v. 6882, A. S. 
helan. ‘The word is {till employed in various parts of the country 
with reference to the covering in of crops. C. 

1 As that faire Starre.| ‘This is tranflated from Taffo, C. xv. 60. 
So are the three following ftanzas. Fairfax, in [many parts of ] his 
tranflation, had plainly Spenfer before him. Upron. 
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Gazing awhile at his unwonted guife ; 
Then th’ one her felfe low ducked in the flood, 
Abafht that her a ftraunger did avife: 
But thother rather higher did arife, 
And her two lilly paps aloft difplayd, 
And all that might his melting hart entyfe 
To her delights fhe unto him bewrayd ; 
The reft hidd underneath him more defirous made. 
67. 
With that the other likewife up arofe, 
And her faire lockes, which formerly were bownd 
Up in one knott, fhe low adowne did lofe, 
Which flowing long and thick her cloth’d arownd, 
And th’ yvorie in golden mantle gownd :™ 
So that faire fpectacle from him was reft, 
Yet that which reft it no leffe faire was fownd. 
So hidd in lockes and waves from lookers theft, 
Nought but her lovely face fhe for his looking left. 
68. 
Withall fhe laughed, and fhe blufht withall, 
That blufhing to her laughter gave more grace, 
And laughter to her blufhing, as did fall. 
_ Now when they fpyde the knight to flacke his pace 
Them to behold, and in his fparkling face 
The fecrete fignes of kindled luft appeare, 
Their wanton meriments they did encreace, 
And to him beckned to approch more neare, 
And fhewd him many fights that corage cold could reare. 


On which when gazing him the Palmer faw, 
He much rebukt thofe wandring eyes of his, 


m And th’ yvorie in golden mantle gownd.| So in his * Epithalamion,” 
St. 9. 
‘«* Her long loofe yellow lockes— 
“© Doe, like a golden mantle, her attire.” Topp. 
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And counfeld well him forward thence did draw. 
Now are they come nigh to the Bowre of blis, 
Of her fond favorites fo nam’d amis, 
When thus the Palmer: ‘‘ Now, Sir, well avife ; 
For here the end of all our traveill is: 
Here wonnes Acrafia, whom. we muft furprife, 
Els fhe will flip away, and all our drift defpife.” 
70. 
Eftfoones they heard a moft melodious found, 
Of all that mote delight a daintie eare, 
Such as attonce might not on living ground, 
Save in this Paradife, be heard elfewhere : 
Right hard it was for wight which did it heare, 
To read what manner muficke that mote bee; 
For all that pleafing is to living eare 
Was there conforted in one harmonee ; 
Birdes, voices, inftruments, windes, waters, all agree : 
ae 
The joyous birdes," fhrouded in chearefull fhade 
Their notes unto the voice attempred {weet ; 
Th’ Angelicall foft trembling voyces made 
To th’ inftruments divine refpondence meet ; 
The filver founding inftruments did meet 
With the bafe murmure of the waters fall ; 
The waters fall with difference difcreet, 
Now foft, now loud, unto the wind did call ; 
The gentle warbling wind low anfwered to all.° 


n The joyous birdes, &c.| Let the reader compare this ftanza with 
Tafflo, C. xvi. 12. Upron. See alfo the admirable ufe which Fairfax 
made of Spenfer’s verfion of Taffo: edit. fol. 1600, p. 282, where he 
employs even the epithets of the F.Q. C. 

° Lhe gentle warbling wind low anfwered to all.| So his old matter 
very elegantly, p. 415. edit. Urr. 

«<'Therewith a winde, unneth it might be leffe, 
“« Made in the levis grene a noife foft, 
“« Accordant to the foulis fong on loft.” Cnurcu. 
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71s, 

There, whence that Mufick feemed heard to bee, 
Was the faire Witch her felfe now folacing 
With a new Lover, whom, through forceree 

_ And witchcraft, fhe from farre did thether bring: 

There fhe had him now laid a flombering 
In fecret fhade after long wanton joyes ; 
Whilft round about them pleafauntly did fing 
Many faire Ladies and lafcivious boyes, 

That ever mixt their fong with light licentious toyes. 


| 7a 
And all that while right over him fhe hong 
With her falfe eyes faft fixed in his fight, 
As feeking medicine whence fhe was {tong, 
Or greedily depafturing delight ; 
And oft inclining downe, with kiffes light 
For feare of waking him, his lips bedewd, 
And through his humid eyes did fucke his {pright, 
Quite molten into luft and pleafure lewd ; 
Wherewith fhe fighed foft, as if his cafe fhe rewd. 


74: 

The whiles fome one did chaunt this lovely lay: 

Ah! fee, whofo fayre thing doeft faine to fee,” 
In {pringing flowre the image of thy day. 
Ah! fee the Virgin Rofe, how fweetly fhee 
Doth firft peepe foorth with bafhfull modeftee, 
That fairer feemes the leffe ye fee her may. 
Lo! fee foone after how more bold and free 
Her bared bofome fhe doth broad difplay ; 

Lo! fee foone after how fhe fades and falls away. 

7 

So paffeth, in the paffing of a day, 

Of mortall life the leafe, the bud, the flowre; 


P doeft faine to fee.] i.e. dof rejoice, or art glad, to fee. C. 
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Ne more doth florifh after firft decay, 
That earft was fought to deck both bed and bowre 
Of many a lady’, and many a Paramowre. 
Gather therefore the Rofe‘’ whileft yet is prime, 
For foone comes age that will her pride deflowre: 
Gather the Rofe of love whileft yet is time, 
Whileft loving thou mayft loved be with equall crime.’ 
76. 
He ceaft; and then gan all the quire of birdes 
Their diverfe notes t’ attune unto his lay, 
As in approvaunce of his pleafing wordes. 
The conftant payre heard all that he did fay, 
Yet fwarved not, but kept their forward way 
Through many covert groves and thickets clofe, 
In which they creeping did at laft difplay 
That wanton Lady with her lover lofe, 
Whofe fleepie head fhe in her lap did foft difpofe. 


Tt 
Upon a bed of Rofes fhe was layd, 
As faint through heat, or dight to pleafant fin ; 
And was arayd, or rather difarayd,* 


9 Gather therefore the Rofe.] Martton, in his copy of the F. Q. edit. 
1590, has efpecially marked the exceflive beauty of this portion of the 
poem, and oppofite the words, ‘* Gather therefore the rofe,”’ he wrote 
in the margin, Colfige virgo rofas, &c. C. 

t Whileft loving thou mayf? loved be with equall crime.| Compare 
Fairfax’s tranflation of the Gier. Lib. B. xvi. St. 14, 153; and on his 
obligations to Spenfer, fee the Preface to Coleridge’s <* Seven Leétures 
on Shakefpeare and Milton,” p. xxxiv. C. 

S And was arayd, or rather difar ayd.| ‘The reader may here com- 
pare Ariofto, “ Orl. Fur.” C. vii. 28. But Spenfer carries away the 
palm for delicacy. Topp. In faét, nothing can well be more grofs or in- 
delicate than Ariofto’s defcription of the meeting of Ruggiero and Al- 
cina; and the refemblance between him and Spenfer is fo flight, that it 
is difficult to fay whether the Englifh poet was here even remotely in- 
debted to Ariofto. On the other hand, his obligations to Taflo are 
evident and indifputable: compare, for inftance, the concluding lines 
of St. Ixxvill. with the following :— 

“* Qual raggio in onda, le fcintilla un rifo 
Negli umidi occhi tremulo e lafcivo.” 


Gier. Lib, CaO Motun omic 
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All in a vele of filke and filver thin, 
That hid no whit her alablafter fkin, 
But rather fhewd more white, if more might bee : 
More fubtile web Arachne cannot {pin ; 
Nor the fine nets, which oft we woven fee 
Of fcorched deaw, do not in th’ ayre more lightly flee. 
Fite 
Her {nowy breft was bare to ready fpoyle 
Of hungry eies, which n’ote therewith be fild ; 
And yet, through languour of her late fweet toyle, 
Few drops, more cleare then Nectar, forth diftild, 
That like pure Orient perles adowne it trild ; 
And her faire eyes, {weet fmyling in delight, 
Moyftened their fierie beames, with which the thrild 
Fraile harts, yet quenched not; like ftarry light, 
Which, fparckling on the filent waves, does feeme more 


bright. 


70 
The young man, fleeping by her, feemd to be 
Some goodly fwayne of honorable place ; 
That certes it great pitty was to fee 
Him his nobility fo fowle deface : 
A fweet regard and amiable grace, 
Mixed with manly fterneffe, did appeare, 
Yet fleeping, in his well proportiond face ; 
And on his tender lips the downy heare 
Did now but frefhly fpring, and filken bloffoms beare. 
80. 
His warlike Armes, the ydle inftruments 
Of fleeping praife, were hong upon a tree; 
And his brave fhield, full of old moniments, 
Was fowly ras’t, that none the fignes might fee: 
Ne for them ne for honour cared hee, 
Ne ought that did to his advauncement tend ; 
But in lewd loves, and waftfull luxuree, 
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His dayes, his goods, his bodie, he did fpend: 
O horrible enchantment, that him fo did blend !' 
SI. 
The noble Elfe and carefull Palmer drew 
So nigh them, minding nought but luftfull game, 
That fuddein forth they on them rufht, and threw 
A fubtile net, which only for that fame" 
The fkilfull Palmer formally did frame :* 
So held them under faft; the whiles the reft 
Fled all away for feare of fowler fhame. 
The faire Enchauntreffe, fo unwares opprett, 
Tryde all her arts and all her fleights thence out to wrett. 
$2. 
And eke her lover ftrove, but all in vaine; 
For that fame net fo cunningly was wound, 
That neither guile nor force might it diftraine. 
They tooke them both, and both them ftrongly bound 
In captive bandes, which there they readie found : 
But her in chaines of adamant he tyde; 
For nothing elfe might keepe her fafe and found : 
But Verdant (fo he hight) he foone untyde, 
And counfell fage in fteed thereof to him applyde. 
hg 
But all thofe pleafaunt bowres, and Pallace brave, 
Guyon broke downe with rigour pittileffe ; 
Ne ought their goodly workmanfhip might fave 
Them from the tempeft of his wrathfulneffe, 


‘ that him fo did blend.| Tere blind, for the rhyme’s fake, is 
printed ‘* blend,”’ and d/ent, the participle, is not unfrequently ufed for 
blinded. 'To “blend” is alfo to confound. C. 

u only for that fame.] That is, for that purpofe. So Spenfer’s firft 
edition reads: the reft read, lefs perfpicuoufly, “‘ for the fame.” Topp. 

x formally did frame.| Perhaps we muft read “ formerly” heretofore. 
But if we keep the old reading, then forma/ly may mean according to 
form or method, cunningly, defignedly ; fecundum formam, modum, et 
artem ; formalitér. Upron. 
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But that their bliffe he turn’d to balefulneffe. 
Their groves he feld; their gardins did deface ; 
Their arbers fpoyle ;’ their Cabinets fuppreffe ; 
Their banket houfes burne; their buildings race ; 
And, of the fayreft late, now made the fowleft place. 
84. 
Then led they her away, and eke that knight 
They with them led, both forrowfull and fad. 
The way they came, the fame retourn’d they right, 
Till they arrived where they lately had 
Charm’d thofe wild-beafts that rag’d with furie mad ; 
Which, now awaking, fierce at them gan fly, 
As in their miftreffe refkew whom they lad ; 
But them the Palmer foone did pacify. 
Then Guyon afkt, what meant thofe beaftes which there 
did ly? 


OG. 
Sayd he; ‘ Thefe feeming beafts are men indeed, 
Whom this Enchauntreffe hath transformed thus ; 
_ Whylome her lovers, which her luftes did feed, 
Now turned into figures hideous, 
According to their mindes like monftruous.” 
“¢ Sad end,” (quoth he) “ of life intemperate, 
And mourneful meed of joyes delicious! 
But, Palmer, if it mote thee fo aggrate, 
Let them returned be unto their former ftate.” 
86. 

Streight way he with his vertuous ftaffe them ftrooke, 
And ftreight of beaftes they comely men became ; 
Yet being men they did unmanly looke, 

And ftared ghaftly ; fome for inward fhame, 


¥Y Their arbers fpoyle.| So Spenfer’s firft edition reads. The reft 
read, inaccurately, ‘* {poil’d;” for did, in the preceding line, applies to 
Jpoyle, fuppreffe, burne, and race, as well as to deface. ‘Topp. 
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And fome for wrath to fee their captive Dame: 
But one above the reft in {peciall 
That had an hog beene late, hight Grylle by name,” 
Repyned greatly, and did him mifcall 
That had from hoggifh forme him brought to naturall. 
S77 
Saide Guyon ; ‘ See the mind of beaftly man, 
That hath fo foone forgot the excellence 
Of his creation, when he life began, 
That now he choofeth with vile difference 
To be a beaft, and lacke intelligence!” 
To whom the Palmer thus: ‘“‘ The donghill kinde 
Delightes in filth and fowle incontinence: 
Let Gryll be Gryll,* and have his hoggifh minde ; 


But let us hence depart whileft wether ferves and winde.” 


* That had an hog beene late, hight Grylle by name, &c.| Dr. 
Jortin has obferved that this fiction is taken from a dialogue in Plutarch, 
infcribed, regi rou ra aroya Acyw ypyc9a1: where Gryllus, one of the 
companions of Ulyffes, transformed into a hog by Circe, holds a difcourfe 
with Ulyffes, and refufes to be reftored to his human fhape. Not many 
years before the ‘‘ Faerie Queene” was written, Gelli publifhed his 
*« Circe,” viz. in 1548, which is faid in the preface to be founded upon 
the dialogue of Plutarch, mentioned by Jortin. ‘*Circe” foon became a 
very popular book, and was tranflated into Englifh, in the year 1557, by 
one Henry Iden; fo that, probably, Spenfer had read it, and might be 
induced to confult that dialogue from its mention in the preface. ** Swi- 
nifh Grz//” is mentioned by Hall, Sat. ii. B. 2. T. Warton. 

@ Let Gryll be Gryll, &c.] ‘The poet feems to allude to that fevere 
fentence denounced againft thofe who fhall incorrigibly perfevere in 
vicious intemperance, Rev. xxii. 11. ‘“‘ He which is filthy, let bim be 


filthy fill.” CHurcn. 


THE THIRDE BOOKE OF 
THE FAERIE QUEENE 


CONTAYNING THE LEGEND OF BRITOMARTIS,® 
ORSORS CHAS TI Y: 


Ts 
LEA T falls me here to write of Chatftity, 


sso) The fayreft vertue,” far above the reft: 

For which what needes me fetch from 
Faery 

Forreine enfamples it to have expreft? 

‘Sith it is fhrined in my Soveraines breft, 


@ The Legend of Britomartis.| ‘« Britomartis,” among the Cretans, 
was another name for Diana, the goddefs of Chaftity: I think the is 
fo called in Claudian. It is not improbable, as our author has copied 
the greateft part of the fecond canto of this book from the “ Ceiris”? of 
Virgil, that he found, from the fame poem, that ‘‘ Britomartis ”? was a 
name for Diana, viz.— 

“* Dy&innam dixere tuo de nomine Lunam.” 

She was a Cretan nymph, and the daughter of Jupiter and Charme, 
whom Virgil has introduced, in his ‘‘Ceiris” as the nurfe of Scylla, and 
from whom our author has copied his Glauce, Britomart’s nurfe, in the 
canto mentioned above. She was called Dictynna, becaufe fhe in- 
vented nets for hunting, which being alfo one of Diana’s names, Brito- 
martis and Diana were looked upon as the fame. The reader is defired 
to take notice, that the paflage which Spenfer has copied from the 
“« Ceiris ” of Virgil, begins at this verfe of that poem,— 

* Quam fimul Ogygii Phenicis filia CHaRME ;’ 
and ends at,— 

“* Defpue ter, virgo: numero deus impare gaudet.” 

T. Warton. 
> The fayreft vertue.] We follow the oldeft impreflion: others read, 


? 


ee ees 
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And formd fo lively in each perfec part, 
That to all Ladies, which have it profeft, 
Need but behold the pourtraict of her hart ; 
If pourtrayd it might bee by any living art. 
2. 
But living art may not leaft part expreffe, 
Nor life-refembling pencill it can paynt : 
All were it Zeuxis or Praxiteles, 
His dedale hand would faile and greatly faynt, 
And her perfections with his error taynt: 
Ne Poets witt, that paffeth Painter farre 
In picturing the parts of beauty daynt,° 
So hard a workemanfhip adventure darre, 
For fear, through want of words, her excellence to marre. 


Rt 
How then fhall I, Apprentice of the fkill 
That whilome in divineft wits did rayne, 
Prefume fo high to ftretch mine humble quill? 
Yet now my luckeleffe lott doth me conftrayne 
Hereto perforce. But, O dredd Soverayne ! 
Thus far forth pardon, fith that choice witt 
Cannot your glorious pourtraic figure playne, 
That I in colourd fhowes may fhadow itt, 
And antique praifes unto prefent perfons fitt. 
4. 
But if in living colours, and right hew, 
Thy felfe thou covet* to fee pictured, 


“« That fayrelt vertue;” but there feems no fufficient reafon for aban- 
doning the original text, efpecially when no note is met with among 
the errata to fhow that it is wrong. C. 

© the parts of beauty daynt.] Old Fr. dain, daintie, fine, &c. Dr. 
Johnfon fays, in his explanation of dainty, that he could not find this 
old French word, to which Skinner refers, in the di@ionaries: it occurs, 
however, in Cotgrave. Daynt has been hitherto unnoticed by our 
lexicographers. Topp. Richardfon inferts it both as a fubftantive and 
as an adjective. C. 

d Thy felfe thou covet, &c.|] This is the reading of the poet’s firft 
edition : the fecond reads, ** Your/e/fe you covet,” &c. ‘Topp. 
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Who can it doe more lively, or more trew, 
Then that {weete verfe, with Nedtar fprinckeled, 
In which a gracious fervaunt® pictured 
His Cynthia, his heavens fayreft light ? 
That with his melting fweetnes ravifhed, 
And with the wonder of her beames bright, 

My fences lulled are in flomber of delight. 


ix 
But let that fame delitious Poet lend . 
A little leave unto a rufticke Mufe 
To fing his miftreffe prayfe ; and let him mend, 
If ought amis her liking may abufe: 
Ne let his fayreft Cynthia refufe 
In mirrours more then one her felfe to fee; 
But either Gloriana let her chufe, 
Or in Belphcebe fafhioned to bee ; 


In th’ one her rule, in th’ other her rare chattitee. 


° In which a gracious fervaunt, &c.] This “gracious fervaunt” is 
Sir W. Raleigh, our poet’s truly oxoured friend, 6 Tiwios : imaged and 
fhadowed in this, as well as in the other books, under the name of 
“'Timias.” And Spenfer, in his ** Letter to Sir W. Raleigh,” fays he 
imitated him, ‘* exprefling the name of his royal miftrefs in ‘ Belpheebe,’ 
whofe name he fafhioned according to Sir W. Raleigh’s own excellent 
conceit of ‘ Cynthia ;’ Phoebe and Cynthia being both names of Diana.” 
pee PQ. vi. 28... Urron. ‘This poem, by Raleigh, in which he 
** pictured”? Queen Elizabeth under the name of « Cynthia,” has not 
defcended to our day, either in print orin MS. C. 
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Guyon encountreth Britomart : 
Fayre Florimell is chaced : 

Dueffaes traines and Malecaftaes* 
champions are defaced. 
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Having their weary limbes to perfect plight 
Reftord, and fory wounds right well recur’d, 
Of the faire Alma greatly were procur’d 
To make there lenger fojourne and abode ; 
But when thereto they might not be allur’d, 
From feeking praife and deeds of armes abrode, 
They courteous conge tooke, and forth ate yode.° 


: Dueffies traines and Malecaftaes.] The name “ Malecafta ” is 
mifprinted, not Maleraffa, (as Upton ftates and as Todd repeats,) 
but Matera/ta, in the 4to. 1590; but at the end of the vol. there is a 
direction to correét it to ** Malecafta.” It is ftrange, however, that in 
no fubfequent impreflion of 1596, 1609, or 1611, is the emendation 
made, and the glaring corruption was continued until the appearance 
of the folio 1679. C. 

b The famous Briton Prince and Faery knight, &c.| Prince Arthur, 
having been wounded in his engagement with Maleger, ftayed with Alma 
till his wounds were cured ; and Sir Guyon, having ended his adven- 
ture againft Acrafia, returned to the houfe of Alma, and joined the 
Briton Prince. Upton, 

¢ and forth together yode.| Upton would read * forth together rode.” 
We have already had yod, in this vol. p. 403 and ‘‘ yede,” in this vol. 
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2. 
But the captiv’d Acrafia he fent, 
Becaufe of traveill long, a nigher way, 
With a ftrong gard, all refkew to prevent, 
And her to Faery court fafe to convay ; 
That her for witnes of his hard aflay 
Unto his Faery Queene he might prefent : 
But he him felfe betooke another way, 
To make more triall of his hardiment, 
And feek adventures as he with Prince Arthure went. 
ee 
Long {fo they traveiled through waftefull wayes, 
Where daungers dwelt, and perils moft did wonne 
To hunt for glory and renowmed prayfe. 
Full many Countreyes they did overronne, 
From the uprifing to the fetting Sunne, 
And many hard adventures did atchieve ; 
Of all the which they honour ever wonne, 
Seeking the weake oppreffed to relieve, 
And to recover right for fuch as wrong did grieve. 
4. 
At laft, as through an open plaine they yode, 
_ They fpide a knight that towards pricked fayre ; 
And him befide an aged Squire there rode, 
That feemd to couch under his fhield three-fquare, 
As if that age badd him that burden fpare, 
And yield it thofe that ftouter could it wield. 
He them efpying gan him felfe prepare, 
And on his arme addreffe his goodly fhield 
That bore a Lion® paffant in a golden field. 


> 


2 pe a a ae SER AID A eT RN HE Dit FE te BiG iota gh I - . 


p- 485 and here again we have the verb in the pait tenfe, “* yode,”’ i. e. 
went. It occurs again in St. 4, as the rhyme to “rode.” C. 

4 That bore a Lion, &c.] The arms of Brute, from whom Brito- 
martis is defcended, are fuppofed to have been a Lion paffant gules, in a 
field or. So Drayton, in his frontif{piece to his Polyolbion :” 

rf who bears 
‘* In golden field the lion pafflant red.” Cuurcu. 
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ce 
Which feeing, good Sir Guyon deare befought 
The Prince of grace to let him ronne that turne. 
He graunted: then the Faery quickly raught 
His poynant fpeare, and fharply gan to fpurne 
His fomy fteed, whofe fiery feete did burne 
The verdant gras as he thereon did tread ; 
Ne did the other backe his foote returne, 
But fiercely forward came withouten dread, 
And bent his dreadful fpeare againft the others head. 
6. 
They beene ymett, and both theyr points arriv'd; 
But Guyon drove fo furious and fell, 
That feemd both fhield and plate it would have tiv d; 
Natheleffe it bore his foe not from his fell, 
But made him ftagger, as he were not well: 
But Guyon felfe, ere well he was aware, 
Nigh a fpeares length behind his crouper fell ; 
Yet in his fall fo well him felfe he bare, 
That mifchievous mifchaunce his life and limbs did fpare. 


Great fhame and forrow of that fall he tooke ; 
For never yet, fith warlike armes he bore 
And fhivering fpeare in bloody field firft fhooke, 
He fownd him felfe difhonored fo fore. 
Ah! gentleft knight, that ever armor bore, 
Let not thee grieve difmounted to have beene, 
And brought to grownd that never waft before ; 
For not thy fault, but fecret powre unfeene : 
That fpeare enchaunted was° which layd thee on the 
greene. 


© That fpeare enchaunted was, &c.] This {pear was made by Bladud, 


fpeare was of ebony: fee F. Q. iv. vi.6. And it was headed with gold : 


una lanza dorata, as Boyardo, in “ Or]. Innamorato,” calls it. Upron. 
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8. 
But weenedft thou what wight thee overthrew, 
Much greater griefe and fhamefuller regrett 
For thy hard fortune then thou wouldft renew, 
That of a fingle damzell thou wert mett 
On equall plaine, and there fo hard befett : 
Even the famous Britomart it was, 
Whom ftraunge adventure did from Britayne fett 
To feeke her lover (love far fought alas !) 
Whofe image thee had feene in Venus looking glas. 


Full of difdainefull wrath fa fierce uprofe 
For to revenge that fowle reprochefull fhame, 
And fnatching his bright fword began to clofe 
With her on foot, and ftoutly forward came: 
Dye rather would he then endure that fame. 
Which when his Palmer faw, he gan to feare 
His toward perill, and untoward blame, 
Which by that new rencounter he fhould reare ; 

For death fate on the point of that enchaunted fpeare : 

10; 
And hafting towards him gan fayre perfwade 
Not to provoke misfortune, nor to weene 

His fpeares default to mend with cruell blade ; 
For by his mightie Science he had feene 
The fecrete vertue of that weapon keene, 
That mortall puifiaunce mote not withftond. 
Nothing on earth mote alwaies happy beene: 
Great hazard were it, and adventure fond, 

To loofe long gotten honour with one evill hond. 

ii 1 

By fuch good meanes he him difcounfelled 
From profecuting his revenging rage : 
And eke the Prince like treaty handeled, 
His wrathfull will with reafon to afwage ; 


342 THE FAERIE QUEENE. Bea: 


And laid the blame, not to his carriage, 
But to his ftarting fteed that {warv’d afyde, 
And to the ill purveyaunce of his page, 
That had his furnitures not firmely tyde. 
So is his angry corage fayrly pacifyde. 
WOME 
Thus reconcilement was betweene them knitt, 
Through goodly temperaunce and affection chatfte ; 
And either vowd with all their power and witt 
To let not others honour be defafte 
Of friend or foe, who ever it embatte ; 
Ne armes to beare againft the others fyde : 
In which accord the Prince was alfo plafte, 
And with that golden chaine of concord tyde. 
So goodly all agreed they forth yfere did ryde. 
1 i 
O! goodly ufage of thofe antique tymes, 
In which the {word was fervaunt unto right ; 
When not for malice and contentious crymes, 
But all for prayfe, and proofe of manly might, 
The martiall brood accuftomed to fight : 
Then honour was the meed of victory, 
And yet the vanquifhed had no defpight. 
Let later age that noble ufe envy, 
Vyle rancor to avoid and cruel furquedry. 
cA 
Long they thus traveiled in friendly wife, 
Through countreyes wafte, and eke well edifyde,' 
Seeking adventures hard, to exercife 


Their puiffance, whylome full dernly tryde.® 


' and eke well edifyde.| Well built, well covered with edifices s ufing 
the verb to ‘‘ edify ”’ etymologically. See alfo St. 20. C. 

& whylome full dernly tryde.| Properly dern means dark, concealed, 
Jecrets but it is alfo ufed for di/mal, mournful, lamentable; and in one 
of thefe latter fenfes the adverb feems employed here. C. 
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At length they came into a foreft wyde, 
Whofe hideous horror and fad trembling fownd 
Full griefly feemd: Therein they long did ryde, 
Yet tract of living creature none they fownd, 
Save Beares, Lyons, and Buls, which romed them 
arownd. 
Ise 
All fuddenly out of the thickeft bruth, 
Upon a milkwhite Palfrey all alone, 
A goodly Lady did foreby them rufh, 
Whofe face did feeme as cleare as Chriftall ftone, 
And eke, through feare, as white as whales bone :" 
Her garments all were wrought of beaten gold, 
And all her fteed with tinfell trappings fhone, 
Which fledd fo faft that nothing mote him hold, 
And fcarfe them leafure gave her pafling to behold. 
16. 
Still as fhe fledd her eye fhe backward threw, 
As fearing evill that pourfewd her faft ; 
And her faire yellow locks behind her flew, 
Loofely difperft with puff of every blaft : 
All as a blazing ftarre doth farre outcaft 
His hearie beames, and flaming lockes difpredd, 
At fight whereof the people ftand aghaft ; 
But the fage wifard telles, as he has redd, 
That it importunes death and dolefull dreryhedd. 
ae 
So as they gazed after her a whyle, 


h as white as whales bone.| It is needlefs to tell the reader, who can 
read verfe, that ‘‘ whales”? muft here be pronounced as a diffyllable, as 
it is in Shakefpeare’s ‘* Love’s Labour’s Loft,” A. v. Sc. 2, where the 
fame expreflion occurs. It was common at an early date in our language, 
and became proverbial: it is ufed by Skelton ; by Lord Surrey; by T’. 
Nath; by the author of “The Squire of Low Degree,” &c. Ivory 
feems originally to have been miftakenly fuppofed to be the bone of the 


whale, or of the fword-fifh. C. 
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Lo! where a griefly fofter' forth did ruth, 
Breathing out beaftly luft her to defyle: 
His tyreling Jade he fierfly forth did pufh 
Through thicke and thin, both over banck and bufh, 
In hope her to attaine by hooke or crooke, 
That from his gory fydes the blood did guth. 
Large were his limbes, and terrible his looke, 
And in his clownifh hand a fharp bore f{peare he fhooke. 
18. 
Which outrage when thofe gentle knights did fee, 
Full of great envy and fell gealofy 
They ftayd not to avife who firft fhould bee, 
But all {purd after, faft as they mote fly, 
To refkew her from fhamefull villany. 
The Prince and Guyon equally bylive* 
Her felfe purfewd, in hope to win thereby 
Moft goodly meede, the faireft Dame alive: 
But after the foule fofter Timias did ftrive. 
ay) 
The whiles faire Britomart, whofe conftant mind 
Would not fo lightly follow beauties chace, 
Ne reckt of Ladies Love, did ftay behynd, 
And them awayted there a certaine fpace, 
To weet if they would turne backe to that place ; 
But when fhe faw them gone fhe forward went, 
As lay her journey, through that perlous Pace,’ 


| a griefly fofter.) Forrefter. So Chaucer, “ Rom. R.” 6329. 
** Now Clerke, and now Foffere.” And, in “ Bevis of Hampton ;””— 
<< A fofter in the wood he met.” Topp. 

k equally bylive.| Or, belives i. e. aGtive, quick. We have already 
had the word feveral times. See vol. i. pp. 110, 256, &c. C. 

| that perlous Pace.] So all the editions. Quzre, place. CHURCH. 
Perhaps pace might be borrowed from the French word pais, a region, 
land, or country; although indeed the pronunciation of the French 
word may feem to difcountenance this fuppofition. Topp. We own 
that we do not fee the difficulty, or the objection to “ Pace,” excepting 
on the {core of orthography, which Spenfer notorioufly often facrificed 
to his rhyme. ‘* Perlous Pace” is perilous pa/s, with reference to the 
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With ftedfaft corage and ftout hardiment : 
Ne evil thing fhe feard, ne evill thing fhe ment. 
20. 
At laft, as nigh out of the wood fhe came, 
A ftately Cattle far away fhe fpyde, 
To which her fteps directly fhe did frame. 
That Cattle was moft goodly edifyde, 
And plafte for pleafure nigh that forreft fyde : 
But faire before the gate a fpatious playne, 
Mantled with greene, it felfe did {fpredden wyde, 
On which fhe faw fix knights, that did darrayne 
Fiers battaill againft one with cruell might and mayne. 
Die 
Mainely they all attonce upon him laid, 
And fore befet on every fide arownd, 
That nigh he breathleffe grew, yet nought difmaid, 
Ne ever to them yielded foot of grownd, 
All had he loft much blood through many a wownd, 
But ftoutly dealt his blowes, and every way, 
-To which he turned in his wrathfull ftownd, 
Made them recoile, and fly from dredd decay, 
That none of all the fix before him durft affay. 
22% : 
Like daftard Curres that, having at a bay 
The falvage beaft emboft in wearie chace, 
Dare not adventure on the ftubborne pray, 
Ne byte before, but rome from place to place 
To get a {natch when turned is his face. 
In fuch diftrefle and doubtfull jeopardy 
When Britomart him faw, fhe ran apace 
Unto his refkew, and with earneft cry 
Badd thofe fame fixe forbeare that fingle enimy. 


danger Britomart incurred in proceeding, without her companions, 
through the ‘‘ hideous horror” of the foreft. Drayton introduced no 
change in his folio 1611, but allowed “ Pace” to ftand in the text. C. 
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23. 
But to her cry they lift not lenden eare, 
Ne ought the more their mightie ftrokes furceaffe ; 
But gathering him rownd about more neare, 
Their direfull rancour rather did encreaffle ; 
Till that fhe rufhing through the thickeft preafle 
Perforce difparted their compacted gyre,” 
And foone compeld to hearken unto peace. 
Tho gan fhe myldly of them to inquyre 
The caufe of their diffention and outrageous yre. 
24. 
Whereto that fingle knight did anfwere frame : 
«© Thefe fix would me enforce by oddes of might 
To chaunge my liefe, and love another Dame ; 
That death me liefer were then fuch defpight, 
So unto wrong to yield my wrefted right : 
For I love one, the trueft one on grownd, 
Ne lift me chaunge; fhe th’ Errant damzell hight ;* 
For whofe deare fake full many a bitter ftlownd 
I have endurd, and tafted many a bloody wownd.” 
oe 
“¢ Certes,” (faid fhe) ‘‘ then beene ye fixe to blame, 
To weene your wrong by force to juftify ; 
For knight to leave his Lady were great fhame 
That faithfull is, and better were to dy. 
All loffe is leffe, and leffe the infamy, 
Then loffe of love to him that loves but one: 
Ne may love be compeld by maiftery ; 


For foone as maiftery comes {weet Love anone 


m their compacted gyre.| ‘‘ Gyre,” or gire, is circle: they compactly 
encircled the knight. ‘‘ Gyre” is from the Lat. gyrus, or more pro- 
perly, as Richardfon fhows, from the Gr. yupos. ‘The correfponding 
word giro is very common in Italian. C. 

e foe th’? Errant damzell hight.| So he calls Una, whom he names 


not; .but defcribes:-her, as in F, QO. 1, ii. 3 5 1. vis @gee Vien enone 
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Taketh his nimble winges, and foone away is gone.” 
a6. 
Then f{pake one of thofe fix: ‘ There dwelleth here 
Within this caftle wall a Lady fayre, 
Whofe foveraine beautie hath no living pere ; 
Thereto fo bounteous and fo debonayre, 
That never any mote with her compayre: 
She hath ordaind this law, which we approve, 
That every knight which doth this way repayre, 
In cafe he have no Lady nor no love, 
Shall doe unto her fervice, never to remove: 
ly 
“« But if he have a Lady or a Love, 
Then mutt he her forgoe with fowle defame, 
Or els with us by dint of fword approve, 
That fhe is fairer then our faireft Dame; 
As did this knight, before ye hether came.” 
“« Perdy,” (faid Britomart) ‘the choife is hard ; 
But what reward had he that overcame?” 
“ He fhould advaunced bee to high regard,” 
(Said they) ‘‘and have our Ladies love for his reward. 
Bie 
‘< Therefore aread, Sir, if thou have a love.” 
“‘ Love have I fure,” (quoth fhe) “ but Lady none ; 
Yet will I not fro mine owne love remove, 
Ne to your Lady will I fervice done, 
But wreake your wronges wrought to this knight alone, 
And prove his caufe.” With that, her mortall {peare 
She mightily aventred towards one, 


° Ne may love be compeld by maiftery 
For foone as maiftery comes fweet Love anone 
Taketh his nimble winges, and foone away is gone.| ‘This feems 
plainly from Chaucer, in the “ Frankelins DaleWver.*23 19 
“ Love wolle not be conftreyn’d by maiftery : 
«* When maiftery cometh, the god of love anone 
‘* Betith his winges, and farewell he is gone.” Upron. 
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And downe him {mot ere well aware he weare ; 

Then to the next fhe rode, and downe the next did beare. 

29. 

Ne did fhe ftay till three on ground fhe layd, 

That none of them himfelfe could reare againe : 

The fourth was by that other knight difmayd, 

All were he wearie of his former paine ; 

That now there do but two of fix remaine, 

Which two did yield before fhe did them fmight. 

«¢ Ah!” (faid fhe then) ‘ now may ye all fee plaine, 

That truth is ftrong, and trew love moft of might, 
That for his trufty fervaunts doth fo ftrongly fight.” 

20} 

“<< Too well we fee,” (faide they) ‘‘and prove too well 

Our faulty weakenes, and your matchleffe might: 
For thy, faire Sir, yours be the Damozell, 
Which by her owne law to your lot doth light, 
And we your liegemen faith unto you plight.” 
So underneath her feet their {words they mard,? 
And, after, her befought, well as they might, 
To enter in and reape the dew reward. 

She graunted ; and then in they all together far’d. 

Bite 
Long were it to defcribe the goodly frame, 

And ftately port of Caftle Joyeous, 

(For fo that Caftle hight by commun name) 
Where they were entertaynd with courteous 
And comely glee of many gratious 

Faire Ladies, and of many a gentle knight, 
Who, through a Chamber long and {pacious, 


P their fwords they mard.| Threw down, fays Church; but Upton 
takes ‘‘ mard”’ in the fenfe of ignobly debafing the fwords. One of the 
ordinary meanings of to mar, is to /poz/ or injure; and the knights fpoiled, 
injured, or wronged their {words. ‘The word is /bard in the 4to. 1590, 
but the lift of errata alters it to *‘mard.” C. 
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Eftfoones them brought unto their Ladies fight, 

That of them cleeped was the Lady of delight. 
32. 

But for to tell the fumptuous aray 

Of that great chamber fhould be labour loft ; 

For living wit, I weene, cannot difplay 

The roiall riches and exceeding coft 

Of every pillour and of every poft, 

Which all of pureft bullion framed were, 

And with great perles and pretious ftones embotft ; 

That the bright glifter of their beames cleare 
Did fparckle forth great light, and glorious did appeare. 


30" 

Thefe ftranger knights, through pafling, forth were led 

Into an inner rowme, whofe royaltee 

And rich purveyance might uneath be red ; 

Mote Princes place be feeme fo deckt to bee. 

Which ftately manner whenas they did fee, 

The image of fuperfluous riotize, 

Exceeding much the ftate of meane degree, 

They greatly wondred whence fo fumptuous guize 
Might be maintaynd, and each gan diverfely devize. 


The wals were round about appareiled 
With coftly clothes of Arras and of Toure ; 
In which with cunning hand was pourtrahed 
The love of Venus and her Paramoure, 
The fayre Adonis, turned to a flowre ; 
A worke of rare device and wondrous wit. 
Firft did it fhew the bitter balefull ftowre, 
Which her effayd with many a fervent fit, 
When firft her tender hart was with his beautie {mit. 


35+ 
Then with what fleights and {weet allurements fhe 
Entyft the Boy, as well that art fhe knew, 
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And wooed him her Paramoure to bee ; 
Now making girlonds of each flowre that grew, 
To crowne his golden lockes with honour dew ; 
Now leading him into a fecret fhade 
From his Beauperes,‘ and from bright heavens vew, 
Where him to fleepe fhe gently would perfwade, 
Or bathe him in a fountaine by fome covert glade: 
36. 
And whilft he flept fhe over him would fpred 
Her mantle, colour’d like the ftarry fkyes, 
And her foft arme lay underneath his hed, 
And with ambrofiall kiffes bathe his eyes ; 
And whilft he bath’d with her two crafty fpyes 
She fecretly would fearch each daintie lim, 
And throw into the well fweet Rofemaryes, 
And fragrant violets, and Paunces trim ; 


And ever with {weet Nectar fhe did fprinkle him. 


37° 
So did fhe fteale his heedeleffe hart away, 
And joyd his love in fecret unefpyde : 
But for fhe faw him bent to cruell play, 
To hunt the falvage beaft in forreft wyde, 
Dreadfull of daunger that mote him betyde, 
She oft and oft adviz’d him to refraine 
From chafe of greater beaftes, whofe brutifh pryde 
Mote breede him fcath unwares: but all in vaine; 
For who can fhun the chance that deft’ny doth ordaine? 
Bee 
Lo! where beyond he lyeth languifhing, 
Deadly engored of a great wilde Bore ; 
And by his fide the Goddeffe groveling 
Makes for him endleffe mone, and evermore 
With her foft garment wipes away the gore 


1 From his Beauperes.| Fair companions; from beau and pair, a 
peer, equal. Upton. 
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Which ftaynes his fnowy fkin with hatefull hew : 
But when fhe faw no helpe might him reftore, 
Him to a dainty flowre fhe did tranfmew, 
Which in that cloth was wrought as if it lively grew. 
29: 
So was that chamber clad eee Wize: 
And rownd about it many beds were dight, 
As whylome was the antique worldes guize, 
Some for untimely eafe, fome for delight, 
As pleafed them to ufe that ufe it might ; 
And all was full of Damzels and of Squyres, 
Dauncing and reveling both day and night, 
And {wimming deepe in fenfuall defyres ; 
And Cupid ftill emongeft them kindled luftfull fyres. 
AO. 
And all the while fweet Muficke did divide 
Her loofer notes with Lydian harmony ; 
And all the while {weete birdes thereto applide 
Their daintie layes and dulcet melody, 
_Ay caroling of love and jollity, 
That wonder was to heare their trim confort. 
Which when thofe knights beheld, with fcornefull eye 
They fdeigned fuch lafcivious difport, 
And loath’d the loofe demeanure of that wanton fort.' 
Fe 
Thence they were brought to that great Ladies vew, 
Whom they found fitting on a fumptuous bed 
That gliftred all with gold and glorious fhew, 
As the proud Perfian Queenes accuftomed. 
She feemd a woman of great bountihed, 
And of rare beautie, faving that afkaunce 
Her wanton eyes, ill fignes of womanhed, 


t of that wanton fort.) << Sort” is company, or fociety: hundreds of 
inftances of its application might be quoted 3 but fee ** Shakefpeare,”’ by 
Collier#1655. ee 280m tiee25o s1v. 3395.05, oc. Ce 
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Did roll too lightly,* and too often glaunce, 
Without regard of grace or comely amenaunce. 
42. 
Long worke it were, and needleffe, to devize 
Their goodly entertainement and great glee. 
She caufed them be led in courteous wize 
Into a bowre, difarmed for to be, 
And cheared well with wine and {piceree : 
The Redcroffe Knight was foon difarmed there ; 
But the brave Mayd would not difarmed bee, 
But onely vented up her umbriere,' 
And fo did let her goodly vifage to appere. 
43. 
As when fayre Cynthia, in darkefome night, 
Is in a noyous cloud enveloped, 
Where fhe may finde the fubftance thin and light, 
Breakes forth her filver beames, and her bright hed 
Difcovers to the world difcomfited : 
Of the poore traveiler that went aftray 
With thoufand bleflings fhe is heried." 
Such was the beautie and the fhining ray, 
With which fayre Britomart gave light unto the day. 


° Did roll too lightly.) <* Lightly ” is highly in both the 4tos. and is 
probably wrong. Our text, in this inftance, is that of the folio 1609 ; 
but although we adopt this early printed emendation, we are by no 
means fure that it is right, and chiefly for this reafon,—that in Drayton’s 
copy of the folio 1611 we find “lightly ” erafed, and idly fabttituted in 
the margin. It is extremely eafy to {uppofe that the old compofitor 
miftook and printed 4igh/y inftead of idly: idly feems to fuit the fenfe 
even better than “lightly.” C, 

* But onely vented up her umbriere.] Vented up, i. e. fhe gave vent 
to, or lifted up, the vifor of her helmet; wore her beaver up, as Shake- 
{peare exprefles it in «* Hamlet.” So the Amazonian Bradamant lifts 
up her vental or umbriere, and difcovers herfelf to Aftolfo, “ Orl, 
Fur.” C. xxii. ro. Upron. 


4 foe is beried.| i.e. warfbipped, or honoured. See vol. j. pp.izy; 
S2 ul eeencc. Cs 
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44. 
And eke thofe fix, which lately with her fought, 
Now were difarmd, and did them felves prefent 
Unto her vew, and company unfought ; 
For they all feemed courteous and gent, 
And all fixe brethren, borne of one parent, 
Which had them traynd in all civilitee, 
And goodly taught to tilt and turnament : 
Now were they liegmen to this Ladie free, 
And her knights fervice ought,* to hold of her in fee. 
45. 
The firft of them by name Gardante hight, 
A jolly perfon, and of comely vew ; 
The fecond was Parlante, a bold knight ; 
And next to him Jocante did enfew ; 
Bafciante did him felfe moft courteous fhew ; 
But fierce Bacchante feemd too fell and keene ; 
And yett in armes Noétante greater grew: 
All were faire knights, and goodly well befeene ; 
But to faire Britomart they all but fhadowes beene. 
46. 
For fhee was full of amiable grace 
And manly terror mixed therewithall ; 
That as the one ftird up affections bace, 
So th’ other did mens rath defires apall, 
And hold them backe that would in error fall: 
As hee that hath efpide a vermeill Rofe, 
To which fharp thornes and breres the way forftall, 
Dare not for dread his hardy hand expofe, 
But wifhing it far off his ydle with doth lofe. 


47. 
Whom when the Lady faw fo faire a wight, 
All ignorant of her contrary fex, 


* And her knights fervice ought.] ‘« Ought,” for owed, is fo common 
as hardly to need a note. C. 


IT. A A 
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(For fhee her weend a frefh and lufty knight,) 


Shee greatly gan enamoured to wex, 
And with vaine thoughts her falfed fancy vex: 
Her fickle hart conceived hafty fyre, 
Like fparkes of fire that fall in fclender flex,’ 
That fhortly brent into extreme defyre, 

And ranfackt all her veines with paffion entyre. 


48. 
Eftfoones fhee grew to great impatience, 
And into termes of open outrage brutft,’ 
That plaine difcovered her incontinence ; 
Ne reckt fhee who her meaning did miftruft, 
For fhe was given all to flefhly luft, 
And poured forth in fenfuall delight, 
That all regard of fhame fhe had difcuft,* 
And meet refpeé& of honor putt to flight: 
So fhamelefle beauty foone becomes a loathly fight. 
49- 
Faire Ladies, that to love captived arre, 
And chafte defires doe nourifh in your mind, 
Let not her fault your fweete affections marre, 
Ne blott the bounty of all womankind, 
’Mongft thoufands good one wanton Dame to find: 
Emoneft the Rofes grow fome wicked weeds : 
For this was not to love, but luft, inclind ; 


Y that fall in felender flex.| 'The later impreflions have which for 
“‘that:” the fubftitution could only be arbitrary, and therefore, as 
ufual, we follow the 4to. 1590. C. 

2 of open outrage bruft.| ‘The folios improperly read durf?. Spenter’s 
own editions read ** bruft,” which all the rett follow. So, in the next 
canto, St. 19. “‘ But drufting forth,” &c. Our old language muft not 
thus be demolifhed. Topp. In this cafe alfo the rhyme demands 
“< bruft,” if there were no other reafon for preferving it. C. 

@ foe had difcuft.| Shaken off. Lat. difcutere s Ital. difcoftare, to 
remove or put away. Upron. We give Upton’s note, but the Italian 
word difcoflare, to put afide, has quite a different etymology. C. 
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For love does alwaies bring forth bounteous deeds, 
And in each gentle hart defire of honor breeds. 
ro 
Nought fo of love this loofer Dame did fkill, 
But as a cole to kindle flefhly flame, 
Giving the bridle to her wanton will, 
And treading under foote her honeft name: 
Such love is hate, and fuch defire is fhame. 
Still did fhe rove at her with crafty glaunce 
Of her falfe eies, that at her hart did ayme, 
And told her meaning in her countenaunce ; 
But Britomart® diffembled it with ignoraunce. 
i 
Supper was fhortly dight, and downe they fatt ; 
Where they were ferved with all fumptuous fare, 
Whiles fruitfull Ceres and Lyzeus fatt 
Pourd out their plenty without {pight or {pare. 
Nought wanted there that dainty was and rare, 
And aye the cups their bancks did overflow ; 
And aye betweene the cups fhe did prepare 
Way to her love, and fecret darts did throw : 
But Britomart would not fuch guilfull mefflage know. 
ee 
So, when they flaked had the fervent heat 
Of appetite with meates of every fort, 
The Lady did faire Britomart entreat 
Her to difarme, and with delightfull fport 
To loofe her warlike limbs and {trong effort ; 
But when fhee mote not thereunto be wonne, 
(For fhee her fexe under that ftraunge purport 
Did ufe to hide, and plaine apparaunce {honne) 


> But Britomart, &c.]| That is, Britomart feemed as though fhe 
underftood her not. CxHurcu. We only give this note as a {pecimen 
of the fort of annotation formerly thought neceffary : the poet’s lan- 
guage is quite as clear as the commentary. C. 
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In playner wife to tell her grievaunce fhe begonne. 

$3: 

And all attonce difcovered her defire 
With fighes, and fobs, and plaints, and piteous oriefe, 
The outward fparkes of her inburning fire ; 
Which fpent in vaine, at laft fhe told her briefe, 
That but if fhe did lend her fhort reliefe 
And doe her comfort, fhe mote algates dye: 

But the chafte damzell, that had never priefe 
Of fuch malengine® and fine forgerye, 
Did eafely beleeve her {trong extremitye. 


Full eafy was for her to have beliefe, 
Who by felf-feeling of her feeble fexe, 
And by long triall of the inward griefe 
Wherewith imperious love her hart did vexe, 
Could judge what paines doe loving harts perplexe. 
Who meanes no guile be guiled fooneft fhall, 
And to faire femblaunce doth light faith annexe : 
The bird that knowes not the falfe fowlers call, 
Into his hidden nett full eafely doth fall. 
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For thy fhe would not in difcourteife wife 
Scorne the faire offer of good will profett ; 
For great rebuke it is love to defpife, 
Or rudely fdeigne a gentle harts requeft ; 
But with faire countenaunce, as befeemed beft, 
Her entertaynd: nath’leffe fhee inly deemd 
Her love too light, to wooe a wandring gueft ; 
Which fhe mifconftruing, thereby efteemd 
That from like inward fire that outward fmoke had 
fteemd. 


¢ Of fuch malengine.| In B. v. C. ix. Spenfer perfonifies Malengin ; 
and, as Richardfon ftates, it means evi/ genius: as a fubftantive, we are 
here to underftand it as 7// intention, or wicked purpofe. C. 
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56. 
Therewith a while fhe her flit fancy fedd, 
Till fhe mote winne fit time for her defire ; 
But yet her wound ftill inward frefhly bledd, 
And through her bones the falfe inftilled fire 
Did {pred it felfe, and venime clofe infpire. 
Tho were the tables taken all away ; 
And every knight, and every gentle Squire, 
Gan choofe his Dame with Ba/cimano gay,' 
With whom he ment to make his fport and courtly play. 
S7° 
Some fell to daunce; fome fel to hazardry, 
Some to make love, fome to make meryment, 
As diverfe witts to diverfe things apply ; 
And all the while faire Malecafta bent 
Her crafty engins to her clofe intent. 
By this th’ eternall lampes, wherewith high Jove 
Doth light the lower world, were halfe y{pent, 
And the moift daughters of huge Atlas ftrove 
Into the Ocean deepe to drive their weary drove. 
(oer 
High time it feemed then for everie wight 
Them to betake unto their kindly reft : 
Eftefoones long waxen torches weren light 


¢ with Bafcimano gay.| Of courfe, with kiffng of hands: we fpell it 
as in the 4to. 1590; but in the folios the word or words were changed 
to Bafciomani. ‘TY. Warton and ‘Todd difpute whether it was of Italian 
or of Spanifh origin; and the latter quotes the two following appofite 
paflages from authors of the day. ‘* With vs the wemen giue their mouth 
to be kiffed ; in other places their cheek ; in many places their hand, or 
in fteed of an offer to the hand, to fay thefe words, Bezo los manos.” — 
Puttenham’s ‘* Arte of Englifh Poefie,” 4to. 1589, p. 239. See alfo 
Barnabe Rich’s *‘ Faults and Nothing but Faults,” 1606, p. 8, where 
he defcribes an affected traveller, who, ‘* at his returne, hath but fome 
few foolifh phrafes in the French, Spanifh, or Italian language, with the 
bafelos manos, the ducke, the mump, and the fhrugge,” &c. Puttenham 
goes farther and tells us that in his time, in England, ‘‘ fome others, fur- 
mounting in all courtly civilitie, will fay Los manos et los piedes.” C. 
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Unto their bowres to guyden every guett. 

Tho, when the Britoneffe faw all the reft 

Avoided quite, fhe gan her felfe defpoile, 

And fafe committ to her foft fethered nett ; 

Wher through long watch, and late dates weary toile, 
She foundly flept, and carefull thoughts did quite affoile. 


Now whenas all the world in filence deepe 
Yfhrowded was, and every mortall wight 
Was drowned in the depth of deadly fleepe ; 
Faire Malecafta, whofe engrieved fpright 
Could find no reft in fuch perplexed plight, 
Lightly arofe out of her wearie bed, 

And, under the blacke vele of guilty Night, 
Her with a fcarlott mantle covered 
That was with gold and Ermines faire enveloped. 
60. 

Then panting fofte, and trembling every joynt, 
Her fearfull feete towards the bowre fhe mov’d, 
Where fhe for fecret purpofe did appoynt 
To lodge the warlike maide, unwifely loov’d ; 
And, to her bed approching, firft fhe proov’d 
Whether fhe flept or wakte: with her fofte hand 
She foftely felt if any member moov’d, 

And lent her weary eare® to underftand 


If any puffe of breath or fine of fence fhee fond.’ 


* And lent her weary eare.| So the text is given in both the 4tos., 
but the folios and modern editors have altered “‘ weary” to wary. 
‘* Weary” is probably what the poet wrote; for Malecafta might well 
be foon “‘ weary” of liftening, confidering the ftate of her blood at the 
time. If “weary” were not Spenfer’s word, no correétion of it is 
found among the errata to the 4to. 1590, and it paffed again in the 4to. 
1596. We have, therefore, no right to change it. C. 

' or figne of fence fhee fond.| We print “‘fond” as it ftands in 
the 4tos., and as it ftands in the firft line of the next ftanza. The 
then broad pronunciation of fuch words as “* hand” and “ underftand ” 
rendered the rhyme fufficient, without altering ‘* fond” to fand, as in 
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61. 

Which whenas none fhe fond, with eafy fhifte, 
For feare leaft her unwares fhe fhould abrayd,® 
Th’ embroder’d quilt fhe lightly up did lifte, 
And by her fide her felfe fhe foftly layd, 

Of every fineft fingers touch affrayd ; 
Ne any noife fhe made, ne word fhe fpake, 
But inly figh’d. At laft the royall Mayd 
Out of her quiet flomber did awake, 
And chaunged her weary fide the better eafe to take. 
62. 
Where feeling one clofe couched by her fide, 
She lightly lept out of her filed bedd,” 
And to her weapon ran, in minde to gride’ 
The loathed leachour. But the Dame, halfe dedd 
Through fuddein feare and ghaftly drerihedd, 
Did fhrieke alowd, that through the hous it rong, 
And the whole family, therewith adredd, 
Rafhly out of their rouzed couches {prong,* 
And to the troubled chamber all in armes did throng. 
64. 
And thofe fixe knights, that ladies Champions 
~ And eke the Redcroffe knight ran to the ftownd, 


the folios. At the fame time it is not unlikely that the poet wrote fand ; 
or perhaps ‘‘ hand” was ond, and << underftand” wuderftond, when 
the ftanza came from his pen. C. 

& fhe fhould abrayd.| Awake fays Todd; and fuch is doubtlefs the 
meaning, as well as of “ abray” in B. iv. C. vi. St. 365 but it is from 
the A. S. abredian, deripere, arripere, to {natch, or break by fnatching ; 
fo that awake can only be confidered one of the confequential fenfes of 
“abrayd.” Shakefpeare has braid: fee edit. Collier, 1858, il. 599. on 

h gut of her filed bedd.| Out of her defiled bed. See the note on file, 
«Shep. Cal.” July, (vol. 1. p.-87.| > “Topp. 

i in minde to gride.| To pierce. See Warton’s note on gride, ‘ Shep. 
Cal.” February, [vol. a. p.21-) * “Popp. 

k Rafbly out of their rouzed couches fprong.\ Inconfiderately, lays 
Church; and fuch certainly is one of the meanings of <‘ rafhly,” as on 


p. 360; but here it is to be taken in the fenfe of haftily, fuddenly. C. 
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Halfe armd and halfe unarmd, with them attons: 
Where when confufedly they came, they fownd 
Their lady lying on the fenceleffe grownd: 
On thother fide they faw the warlike Mayd 
Al in her fnow-white fmocke, with locks unbownd, 
Threatning the point of her avenging blaed ; 
That with fo troublous terror they were all difmayd. 
64. 
About their Ladye firft they flockt arownd ; 
Whom having laid in comfortable couch, 
Shortly they reard out of her frofen fwownd ; 
And afterwardes they gan with fowle reproch 
To ftirre up ftrife, and troublous contecke! broch: 
But by enfample of the laft dayes loffe, 
None of them rafhly durft to her approch, 
Ne in fo glorious fpoile themfelves emboffe :™ 
Her fuccourd eke the Champion of the bloody Croffe. 
65. 
But one of thofe fixe knights, Gardante hight, 
Drew out a deadly bow and arrow keene, 
Which forth he fent, with felonous defpight 
And fell intent, againft the virgin fheene: 
The mortall fteele ftayd not till it was feene 
To gore her fide; yet was the wound not deepe, 
But lightly rafed her foft filken fkin, 


' and troublous contecke.] Spenfer here, when he might have ufed 
conteft, choofes rather Chaucer’s obfolete term comteck. 'Thus, in the 
«‘ Knights Tale,” ver. 2006 :— 

“ Conteke with bloody knyves, and fharpe menace.” _ 

See alfo “* Nonnes Pr. T.” ver. 10047. Our poet has ufed it before in his 
“Shep. Cal.”” May and September, [vol. i. pp. 61, 105.] T. Warton. 

™ themfelves emboffe.| ‘Embofle” has various fignifications in 
Spenfer: fee F. Q. i. ix. 93 i. xi. 203 ili. i. 22; iii. xii. 17, &c. Here 
it means to adorn, to ornament. In F. Q. ii. vil. 28, we have “ emboft 
with pearles.”” Topp. It is “ emboft with mafly go/d,” and not « with 
pearles” as Todd affirms: fee this vol. p. 203. C. 


Siete peaks aca ieieteanereaisie® chime emissirninr Tiere 
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That drops of purple blood thereout did weepe, 
Which did her lilly fmock with ftaines of vermeil fteep. 
66. 
Wherewith enrag’d fhe fiercely at them flew, 
And with her flaming {word about her layd, 
That none of them foule mifchiefe could efchew, 
But with her dreadfull ftrokes were all difmayd : 
Here, there, and every where, about her fwayd 
Her wrathfull fteele, that none mote it abyde ; 
And eke the Redcroffe knight gave her good ayd, 
Ayj Joyning foot to foot, and fyde to fyde ; 
That in fhort fpace their foes they have quite terrifyde. 
67. 
Tho, whenas all were put to fhamefull flight, 
The noble Britomartis her arayd, 
And her bright armes about her body dight. 
For nothing would fhe lenger there be ftayd, 
Where fo loofe life, and fo ungentle trade, 
Was ufd of knightes and Ladies feeming gent: 
So earely, ere the groffe Earthes gryefy fhade" 
Was all difperft out of the firmament, 
They tooke their fteeds, and forth upon their journey 
went. 


NTE wae Earthes gryefy fhade.] Perhaps we sired here to read 
griefly. So < griefly night,” F. Q. i. v. 203 iv. vii. 22. “ Griefly 
fhadowes,” F. Q, ii. vil. $15 iii. iv. 54. ‘* Griefly fhade,” F. Q., iii. vi. 
37- “ Griefly foades of night,” F. Q. v. x. 33. If we keep the received 
reading ‘‘ gryefy fhade,” we muft interpret it (though fomewhat far- 
fetched) moif?, humid, as in Virgil, Ain. ii. 8. ** Humida nox.” And 
in Ain. ill, 589. “ Humentemque Aurora polo dimoverat umbram.” 
Again, in Ain. iv. 351.. ** Humentibus umbris.? Upron. It is 
“‘ orvefy ” in the 4tos. as well as in the folios, and the epithet is, there- 
fore, not lightly to be rejected. C. 


CRW PABLO JOb 


The Redcroffe knight to Britomart 
defcribeth Artegall : 


The wondrous myrrhour, by which fhe 


in love with him did fall. 


De 
CRD ERE have I caufe in men juft blame to find, 
) : That in their proper praife too partuall 
bee, 

And not indifferent to woman kind, 
To whom no fhare in armes and chevalree 

They doe impart, ne maken memoree 

Of their brave geftes and proweffe martiall : 

Scarfe do they {pare to one, or two, or three, 

Rowme in their writtes; yet the fame writing {mall 
Does all their deedes deface, and dims their glories all. 

2. 

But by record of antique times I finde 

That wemen wont in warres to beare moft {way, 

And to all great exploites them {elves inclind, 

Of which they ftill the girlond bore away ; 

Till envious Men, fearing their rules decay, 

Gan coyne ftreight lawes to curb their liberty : 

Yet fith they warlike armes have laide away, 

They have exceld in artes and pollicy, 
That now we foolifh men that prayfe gin eke t’envy. 
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oe 
Of warlike puiffaunce in ages fpent, 
Be thou, faire Britomart, whofe prayfe I wryte ; 
But of all wifedom bee thou precedent, 
O foveraine Queene! whofe prayfe I would endyte, 
Endite I would as dewtie doth excyte ; 
But ah! my rymes to[o] rude and rugged arre, 
When in fo high an object* they do lyte, 
And, ftriving fit to make, I feare, doe marre: 
Thy felfe thy prayfes tell, and make them knowen farre. 
A. 
She, traveiling with Guyon, by the way” 
Of fondry thinges faire purpofe gan to find,° 
T’abridg their journey long, and lingring day ; 
Moneft which it fell into that Fairies mind 
To afke this Briton Maid, what uncouth wind 
Brought her into thofe partes, and what inqueft 
Made her diffemble her difguifed kind? 
Faire Lady fhe him feemd, like Lady dreft, 
But faireft knight alive, when armed was her brett. 


* When in fo high an objeG, &c.| In” is often ufed in old writers 
where now we ule om. ‘Thus, in F. Q. iii. iv. 16 :— 
“«« But fhe againe him zy the fhield did fmite.” 
We fhould fay, “ow the fhield.” Again, F. Q. v. iv. 40:— 
ie And iz his necke 
«¢ Her proud foot fetting.” Upron. 

” She, traveiling with Guyon, by the way.] It is, as Upton remarks, 
an overfight, to reprefent Britomart as travelling with Guyon: fhe was 
travelling with St. George. Upton propofed to read :— 

«¢ She traveiling with the Redcroffe knight by the way ;” 

a very bad line; and ‘Todd more reafonably propofed to amend it thus :— 

“She traveiling with Redcroffe by the way.” 
On the other hand, Drayton, in his copy of the folio 1611, writes S. 
George in the margin :— 

“< She traveiling with S$. George by the way ;” 
laying the emphafis on Saint, which certainly is allowable. With this 
note, we make no change in the old text, leaving it to the reader’s 
difcretion to adopt which he may prefer. C. 

° faire purpofe gan to find.| Here again we have ‘* purpofe” for con- 
verfe, or difcourfe. It is common in Spenfer: C. 
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ie 
Thereat fhe fighing foftly had no powre 
To fpeake a while, ne ready anfwere make ; 
But with hart-thrilling throbs and bitter ftowre, 
As if fhe had a fever fitt, did quake, 
And every daintie limbe with horrour fhake ; 
And ever and anone the rofy red 
Flafht through her face, as it had beene a flake 
Of lightning through bright heven fulmined : 
| At laft, the paffion paft, fhe thus him anfwered. 
wd 6. 
| “« Faire Sir, I let you weete, that from the howre 
| I taken was from nourfes tender pap, 
HW | I have been trained up in warlike ftowre, 
| To toflen {peare and fhield, and to affrap® 
WA | The warlike ryder to his moft mifhap : 
) Sithence I loathed have my life to lead, 
| As Ladies wont, in pleafures wanton lap, 
He | | To finger the fine needle and nyce thread ; 
aH {| Me lever were with point of foemans f{peare be dead. 
vt iz 
“* All my delight on deedes of armes is fett, 
lt To hunt out perilles and adventures hard, 
| By fea, by land, where fo they may be mett, 
Onely for honour and for high regard, 
Without refpect of richeffe or reward : 
For fuch intent into thefe partes I came, 
Withouten compaffe or withouten card, 
Far fro my native foyle, that is by name 
The greater Brytayne, here to feeke for praife and fame. 
ed A 8. 
Vi . | “‘ Fame blazed hath, that here in Faery lond 


“ and to affrap.| Strike down. Ital. afrapares Fr. frapper. In 
F, Q. il. i. 26, [this vol. p. 94], it fignifies to encounter. Upron. 
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Doe many famous knightes and Ladies wonne,‘ 
And many ftraunge adventures to bee fond, 
Of which great worth and worfhip may be wonne ; 
Which to prove, I this voyage have begonne.* 
But mote I weet of you, right courteous knight, 
Tydings of one that hath unto me donne 
Late foule difhonour and reprochfull fpight, 

The which I feeke to wreake, and Arthegall he hight.” 


The worde gone out fhe backe againe would call, 
As her repenting fo to have miflayd, 
But that he, it uptaking ere the fall, 
Her fhortly anfwered: ‘‘ Faire martiall Mayd, 
Certes ye mifavifed beene t? upbrayd 
A gentle knight with fo unknightly blame ; 
For, weet ye well, of all that ever playd 
At tilt or tourney, or like warlike game, 

The noble Arthegall hath ever borne the name. 

10. 

“For thy great wonder were it, if fuch fhame 

Should ever enter in his bounteous thought, 
Or ever doe that mote deferven blame : 

The noble corage never weeneth ought 
That may unworthy of it felfe be thought. 
Therefore, faire Damzell, be ye well aware, 
Leaft that too farre ye have your forrow fought: 
You and your countrey both I with welfare, 

And honour both; for each of other worthy are.” 

ie 
The royall Maid woxe inly wondrous glad, 


© and Ladies wonne.| Dwell. The fame word rhymes to “ wonne,”’ 
i. e. acquired, (as here,) in the preceding canto, St. 3, [p. 339.] ‘Topp. 
f Which to prove, I this voyage have begonne.] So the firit edition, 
with better accent, and more poetical, I think, than the fecond and the 
folios :— 
«©Which J ¢o prove, this voyage have begonne.” Uprow. 
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To heare her Love fo highly magnifyde ; 
And joyd that ever fhe affixed had 
Her hart on knight fo goodly glorifyde, 
How ever finely fhe it faind to hyde. 
The loving mother, that nine monethes did beare® 
In the deare clofett® of her painefull fyde 
Her tender babe, it feeing fafe appeare, 

Doth not fo much rejoyce as fhe rejoyced theare. 

Te 

But to occafion him to further talke, 
To feed her humor with his pleafing ftyle, 
Her lift" in ftryfull termes" with him to balke,! 
And thus replyde: “ How ever, Sir, ye fyle™ 
Your courteous tongue his prayfes to compyle, 
It ill befeemes a knight of gentle fort, 
Such as ye have him boatted, to beguyle 
A fimple maide, and worke fo hainous tort, 


In fhame of knighthood, as I largely can report. 
13 


“¢ Let bee therefore my vengeaunce to diffwade, 


® The loving mother, that nine monethes did beare, &c.] Perhaps he 
had in view John xvi. 21: “A woman when the is in traveil, hath 
forrow : but, as foon as fhe is delivered of the child, fhe remembreth no 
more the anguifh, for joy that a man is born into the world.” Upron. 
" In the deare clofett, &c.] See F. Q. v. v.44. So Chaucer, p.115, 
edit. Urr:— 
«Thou Maide and Mothir 22223 
“Which in the cloiftre of thy blififull fidis 
“Took Mann’ is fhape—.” 
And p. 27 :— 
“‘ And though your life be medlid with grevaunce, 
“And at your her?’is clofet be your wound.” ° Cyurcn. 
' Her lift.| She was pleafed. Cuurcu. She had COTE aA, 
‘ in firyfull termes.| This is Spenfer’s manner of {pelling /#rife-full. 
The word has occurred before. Topp. 
' with him to balke.| To deal with him in crofs purpofes, as Mr. 
Upton obferves ; or to baffie him. ‘Topp. 
™ Sir, ye fyle, &c.]: See the fame expreflion, and with the fame 
meaning, that of {moothing, or polifhing his {peech, in F. Q. B. i. Cui. 
Shas, VOL tp. love. 
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And read where I that faytour falfe may find.”* 
«Ah! but if reafon faire might you perfwade 
To flake your wrath, and mollify your mind,” 
(Said he) ‘* perhaps ye fhould it better find : 
For hardie thing it is, to weene by might 
That man to hard conditions to bind, 
Or ever hope to match in equall fight, 

Whofe proweffe paragone faw never living wight. 

14. 

‘© Ne foothlich is it eafie® for to read 
Where now on earth, or how, he may be fownd ; 
For he ne wonneth in one certeine ftead, 
But reftleffe walketh all the world arownd, 
Ay doing thinges that to his fame redownd, 
Defending Ladies caufe and Orphans night, 
Wherefo he heares that any doth confownd 
Them comfortleffe through tyranny or might: 

So is his foveraine honour raifde to hevens hight.” 

1's, 

His feeling wordes her feeble fence much pleafed, 
And foftly funck into her molten hart: 
Hart that is inly hurt is greatly eafed 
With hope of thing that may allegge? his {mart ; 
For pleafing wordes are like to Magick art, 
That doth the charmed Snake in flomber lay. 
Such fecrete eafe felt gentle Britomart, 
Yet lift the fame efforce with faind gainefay ; 


n that faytour falfe may find.| See Mr. Church’s explanation of 
faytour, F, Qi. xii. 35, [this vol. p. 97.] See alfo Tyrwhitt’s Glofs. 
Chaucer. ‘* Faitour, a lazy, idle fellow.” ‘Toop. 

° Ne foothlich is it eafte.| Nor truly is it eafie; from the A. S. /oth, 
and the old adverbial termination. Chaucer ufes /ooth/y, and Gower 
‘‘foothlich.”  C. 

P that may allegge.| Eafe, alleviate. Fr. alleger. 'The folio of 1679 
reads alledge. CuurcH. But the folios 1609 and 1611 have, like the 
Atos., “allegge,” i. e. allay. C. 
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16. 
And fayd; ‘Sir knight, thefe ydle termes forbeare ; 
And, fith it is uneath to find his haunt, 
Tell me fome markes by which he may appeare, 
If chaunce I him encounter paravaunt ;° 
For perdy one fhall other flay, or daunt: 
What fhape, what fhield, what armes, what fteed, 
what ftedd, 
find what fo elfe his perfon moft may vaunt?” 
All which the Redcrofle knight to point aredd, 
And him in everie part’ before her fafhioned. 
17. 
Yet him in everie part before fhe knew, 
However lift her now her knowledge fayne, 
Sith him whylome in Britayne fhe did vew, 
To her revealed in a mirrhour playne ; 
Whereof did grow her firft engraffed payne, 
Whofe root and ftalke fo bitter yet did tafte, 
That but the fruit more fweetnes did contayne, 
Her wretched dayes in dolour fhe mote wafte, 
And yield the pray of love to lothfome death at laft. 
18. 
By ftraunge occafion fhe did him behold, 
And much more ftraungely gan to love his fight, 
As it in bookes hath written beene of old.® 


I Lf chaunce I him encounter paravaunt.|] Peradventure, fays Todd, 
not perceiving that fuch an explanation renders the line mere tautology. 
‘*Paravaunt” is openly, publicly; and in this fignification it occurs in 
F. Q. B. vi. C. x. St. 15. In“ Colin Clout’s Come Home Again” it is 
alfo met with, and there (fpelt paravant) it feems to mean before all. C. 

" And him in everie part.] So Spenfer’s own editions read ; the re- 
petition in the next line being entirely in the poet’s manner. The reft 
here read, “* And him in everie point.””, Topp. Todd wasa carelefs col- 
lator: the folios 1609 and 1611 both have * Yet him in everie part.” C, 

* As it in bookes hath written beene of old.) So, in F. OSES VIL GO; 
** As it in antique dvokes is mentioned.” And in F, Q. iv. xi. 8 and Io, 
** As we in records read.” What dookes and records are thefe? Thefe 
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In Deheubarth, that now South-wales is hight,' 

What time king Ryence raign’d and dealed right, 

The great Magitien Merlin had deviz’d, 

By his deepe fcience and hell-dreaded might, 

A looking-glaffe, right wondroufly aguiz’d, 
Whofe vertues through the wyde worlde foone were 

folemniz’d. 
1g. 

It vertue had to fhew in perfect fight 
Whatever thing was in the world contaynd, 
Betwixt the loweft earth and hevens hight, 

So that it to the looker appertaynd : 
Whatever foe had wrought, or frend had faynd, 
Therein difcovered was," ne ought mote pas, 
Ne ought in fecret from the fame remaynd ; 
For thy it round and hollow fhaped was, 
Like to the world itfelfe, and feemd a world of glas. 
20. 

Who wonders not, that reades fo wonderous worke ? 
But who does wonder, that has red the Towre 
Wherein th’ Aegyptian Phao long did lurke 
From all mens vew, that none might her difcoure, 
Yet fhe might all men vew out of her bowre? 
Great Ptolomee it for his lemans fake 


are the dookes (mentioned in F. Q, il. ix. 57, this vol. p. 259) containing 
the antiquities of Fairy land: thefe are the antique rol/es, and volumes, 
“Of Faerie Knights and fayreft Tanaquill.” See alfo F. Q. iii. iii, 4; 


recordes, or rolles. Upton. 

* In Deheubarth, that now South-wales is hight.| When Wales was 
divided into three principalities, the countries of the Sileures and Di- 
mete were called by the natives “* Deheubarth,” and by the Englifh 
«¢ South-wales.”” Upron. 

« Therein difcovered was.| See alfo St. 21. It is manifeft that Spen- 
fer drew the idea of this mirror from that which is prefented by the 
ftrange knight to Cambufcan, in Chaucer, “Squ. Tale,” v. 153. T. 
Warton. A fimilar mirror is introduced by much later poets. C. 
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Ybuilded all of glaffe, by Magicke powre, 
And alfo it impregnable did make ; 
Yet when his love was falfe he with a peaze it brake.* 
2m. 
Such was the glafly globe that Merlin made, 
And gave unto king Ryence for his gard, 
That never foes his kingdome might invade, 
But he it knew at home before he hard 
Tydings thereof, and fo them ftill debar’d. 
It was a famous Prefent for a Prince, 
And worthy worke of infinite reward, 
That treafons could bewray, and foes convince :! 
Happy this Realme, had it remayned ever fince ! 
22. 
One day it fortuned fayre Britomart 
Into her fathers clofet to repayre ; 
For nothing he from her referv’d apart, 
Being his onely daughter and his hayre ; 
Where when fhe had efpyde that mirrhour fayre, 
Her felfe awhile therein fhe vewd in vaine: 
Tho, her avizing of the vertues rare 
Which thereof {poken were, fhe gan againe 
Her to bethinke of that mote to her felfe pertaine. 
3 
But as it falleth, in the gentleft harts 
Imperious Love hath higheft fet his throne, 
And tyrannizeth in the bitter fmarts 
Of them that to him buxome are and prone.” 


* with a peaze it brake.| ‘That is, he brake it with a violent blow, 
with the weight of his ftroke. Topp. ‘* Peaze” and * poize” may 
be confidered the fame word: Fr. pefer, Lat. pendere. C. 

¥ and foes convince.| Convié his foes, according to Mr. Church; 
overthrow them, according to Mr. Upton, who [correétly] adds, that 
Shakefpeare ufes convince in this fenfe very often. The Latin word 
convinco admits both interpretations. ‘Topp. 

* buxome are and prone.| Yielding, or obedient. 'The following, 
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So thought this Mayd (as maydens ufe to done) 
Whom fortune for her hufband would allot: 
Not that fhe lufted after any one, 
For fhe was pure from blame of finfull blott ; 
Yet wift her life at laft muft lincke in that fame knot. 
24. 
Eftfoones there was prefented to her eye 
A comely knight, all arm’d in complete wize, 
Through whofe bright ventayle,’ lifted up on hye, 
His manly face, that did his foes agrize 
And frends to termes of gentle truce entize, 
Lookt foorth, as Phoebus face out of the eaft 
Betwixt two fhady mountaynes doth arize : 
Portly his perfon was, and much increatt 
Through his Heroicke grace and honorable gett. 
25. 
His creft was covered with a couchant Hownd, 
And all his armour feemd of antique mould, 
But wondrous maffy and affured fownd, 
And round about yfretted all with gold, 
In which there written was, with cyphres old, 
Achilles armes, which Arthegall did win: 
And on his fhield enveloped fevenfold 
He bore a crowned little Ermelin, 
That deckt the azure field with her fayre pouldred fkin.” 


from Gabriel Harvey’s ‘* Pierce’s Supererrogation,” 1593, p. 196, ex- 
actly explains the old ufe of the word :—“ So contrary to forwardnefle 
or teftivenefle, fo traétable, fo buxom, fo flexible, fo applicable to every 
time, place, and perfon.”” C. 

a Through whofe bright ventayle.| That part of the helmet which 
could be raifed to give air to the wearer was called the “ ventayle,” or 
aventayle, as Chaucer terms it. C. 

b with her fayre pouldred fein.) ‘That is, with her fkin fpotted, or 
variegated ; in its primary fenfe, be/prinkled: this is the genuine {pel- 
ling of powdered, according to the etymology to which Skinner conjec- 
tures it to belong, viz. a pulvere, confpergo pulvere. 'T. Warton. 
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o6. 
The Damzell well did vew his Perfonage, 
And liked well, ne further faftned not, 
But went her way ; ne her unguilty age 
Did weene, unwares, that her unlucky lot 
Lay hidden in the bottome of the pot. 
Of hurt unwift* moft daunger doth redound ; 
But the falfe Archer, which that arrow fhot 
So flyly that fhe did not feele the wound, 
Did {myle full fmoothly at her weetleffe wofull ftound. 
OF. 
Thenceforth the fether in her lofty crett, 
Ruffed of love, gan lowly to availe ; 
And her prowd portaunce and her princely gett, 
With which fhe earft tryumphed, now did quaile: 
Sad, folemne, fowre, and full of fancies fraile, 
She woxe; yet wift fhe nether how, nor why. 
She wift not, filly Mayd, what the did aile, 
Yet wift fhe was not well at eafe perdy ; 
Yet thought it was not love, but fome melancholy. 
Oey. 
So foone as Night had with her pallid hew? 
Defafte the beautie of the fhyning fkye, 
And refte from men the worldes defired vew, 
She with her Nourfe adowne to fleepe did lye; 
But fleepe full far away from her did fly: 
In ftead thereof fad fighes and forrowes deepe 
Kept watch and ward about her warily, 
That nought fhe did but wayle, and often fteepe 
Her dainty couch with teares which clofely fhe did weepe. 


© Of hurt unwift, &c.] “ Unwitt,” unknown. That is, moft danger 
arifes from the hurts we know not of. Cuurcu. 

* with her pallid bew.] « Pallid” feems an inappropriate epithet for 
night: perhaps we ought to take it as pa//ed, the colour of a pall, viz. 
black. Of courfe, we make no change. C. 
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ey. 
And if that any drop of flombring reft 
Did chaunce to ftill into her weary fpright, 
When feeble nature felt her felfe oppreft, 
Streight way with dreames, and with fantaftick fight 
Of dreadfull things, the fame was put to flight ; 
That oft out of her bed fhe did aftart, 
As one with vew of ghaftly feends affright : 
Tho gan fhe to renew her former fmart, 
And thinke of that fayre vifage written in her hart. 
30. 
One night, when fhe was toft with fuch unreft, 
Her aged Nourfe, whofe name was Glauce hight, 
Feeling her leape out of her loathed neft, 
Betwixt her feeble armes her quickly keight,° 
And downe againe her in her warme bed dight :‘ 
“* Ah! my deare daughter, ah! my deareft dread, 
What uncouth fit,” (fayd fhe) ‘* what evill plight 
Hath thee oppreft, and with fad drearyhead 
Chaunged thy lively cheare, and living made thee dead ? 
Bie 
“ For not of nought thefe fuddein ghaftly feares 
All night affli@ thy naturall repofe ; 
And all the day, when as thine equall peares 
Their fit difports with faire delight doe chofe, 
Thou in dull corners doeft thy felfe inclofe ; 
Ne tafteft Princes pleafures, ne doeft {pred 
Abroad thy frefh youths fayreft flowre, but lofe 
Both leafe and fruite, both too untimely fhed, 
As one in wilfull bale for ever buried. 


* her quickly keight.| Spenfer’s mode of forming the paft tenfe of 
to catch: he adopts it again, (as here, for the fake of the rhyme,) in F. 
OaBiv. Covi. Styzoan Ce 

‘ her in her warme bed dight.| So Spenfer’s firft edition reads. All 
other editors conform to the fecond edition, ‘‘ 7m her warme bed her 


dight.” ‘Topp. 
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nas 
“¢ ‘The time that mortall men their weary cares 


Do lay away, and all wilde beaftes do reft, 
And every river eke his courfe forbeares, 
Then doth this wicked evill thee infeft, 
And rive with thoufand throbs thy thrilled brett: 
Like an huge Aetn’ of deepe engulfed gryefe,® 
Sorrow is heaped in thy hollow cheft, 
Whence foorth it breakes in fighes and anguifh ryfe, 
As {moke and fulphure mingled with confufed {try fe. 
33: 
“* Ay me! how much I feare leaft love it bee! 
But if that love it be, as fure I read 
By knowen fignes and paffions which I fee, 
Be it worthy of thy race and royall fead, 
Then I avow, by this moft facred head 
Of my deare fofter childe, to eafe thy griefe 
And win thy will: Therefore away doe dread ;" 
For death nor daunger from thy dew reliefe 
Shall me debarre: tell me therefore, my liefeft liefe!” 
34: 
So having fayd, her twixt her armes twaine 
Shee ftreightly ftraynd, and colled tenderly ;' 
And every trembling joynt and every vaine 
Shee foftly felt, and rubbed bufily, 
To doe the frofen cold away to fly ; 
And her faire deawy eies with kiffes deare 


° Like an huge Aetn’ of deepe engulfed gryefe.] A proverbial expref- 
fion. £ tna malorum.—Onus Etna gravius. See alfo Ariotto, Ciao :— 
*¢ Sofpirando piangea tal, ch’ un rufcello 
“« Parean le guance, ¢’/ petto un Mongibello.” Upron. 
Spenfer ufes the word «* Mongiball” in this vol. pzataaGe 
» Therefore away doe dread.| It would have been more per{picuous 
if the poet had written, “* Therefore doe away dread.” Topp. 'There 
is {urely no want of perfpicuoufnefs; and what would have become of 
the verfification, if Todd’s arrangement had been followed? C. 
' and colled tenderly.| Hung about her neck. Lat. collum. Cuurcn. 
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Shee ofte did bathe, and ofte againe did dry ; 


And ever her importund not to feare 
To let the fecret of her hart to her appeare. 
oo 
The Damzell pauzd; and then thus fearfully : 
‘Ah! Nurfe, what needeth thee to eke my payne? 
Is not enough that I alone doe dye, 
But it muft doubled bee with death of twaine? 
For nought for me but death there doth remaine.” 
“ O daughter deare!” (faid fhe) ‘“‘ defpeire no whit ; 
For never fore but might a falve obtaine: 
That blinded God, which hath ye blindly fmit, 
Another arrow hath your lovers hart to hit.” 
36. 
“¢ But mine is not” (quoth fhe) “ like other wownd ; 
For which no reafon can finde remedy.” 
<< Was never fuch, but mote the like be fownd,” 
(Said fhe) ‘* and though no reafon may apply 
Salve to your fore, yet love can higher ftye 
Then reafons reach, and oft hath wonders donne.” 
‘¢ But neither God of love nor God of fkye 
Can doe” (faid fhe) ‘* that which cannot be donne.” 
“« Things ofte impoffible” (quoth fhe) ‘ feeme ere 
begonne.” 
37: 
Thefe idle wordes” (faid fhe) ‘‘ doe nought afwage 
My ftubborne fmart, but more annoiaunce breed : 
For no, no ufuall fire, no ufuall rage 
Yt is, O Nourfe! which on my life doth feed, 
And fucks the blood which from my hart doth bleed : 
But fince thy faithful zele lets me not hyde 
My crime, (if crime it be) I will it reed. 
Nor Prince nor pere it is, whofe love hath gryde‘ 


A 
n 


k whofe love hath gryde.] i.e. hath pierced. See vol. i. p. 21, &c. C. 
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My feeble breft of late, and launched this wound wyde. 
Bh. 
‘“« Nor man it is, nor other living wight, 
For then fome hope I might unto me draw ; 
But th’ only fhade and femblant of a knight, 
Whofe fhape or perfon yet I never faw, 
Hath me {ubjected to loves cruell law: 
The fame one day, as me misfortune led, 
I in my fathers wondrous mirrhour faw, 
And, pleafed with that feeming goodly-hed,|! 
Unwares the hidden hooke with baite I fwallowed. 


Bo 

“¢ Sithens it hath infixed fafter hold 
Within my bleeding bowells, and fo fore 
Now ranckleth in this fame fraile flefhly mould, - 
That all mine entrailes flow with poifnous gore, 
And th’ ulcer groweth daily more and more; 

Ne can my ronning fore finde remedee, 
Other then my hard fortune to deplore, 
And languith, as the leafe faln from the tree, 

Till death make one end of my daies and miferee !” 

40. 

‘ Daughter,” (faid fhe) “ what need ye be difmayd:? 
Or why make ye fuch Monfter of your minde? 
Of much more uncouth thing I was affrayd, 

Of filthy luft, contrary unto kinde; 

But this affection nothing ftraunge I finde ; 

For who with reafon can you aye reprove 

To love the femblaunt pleafing moft your minde, 

And yield your heart whence ye cannot remove? 
No guilt in you, but in the tyranny of love. 


| that feeming goodly-hed.] A rather unufual mode of printing a word, 
uniting the laft part of it by a hyphen: head, hed, or hood, denoting 
{tate or condition, are generally made part of the word, (fee St. 30, &c.) 
but fometimes printed as a feparate word. C. 
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Al. 
“* Not fo th’ Arabian Myrrhe did fett her mynd, 


Nor fo did Biblis {pend her pining hart ; 
But lov’d their native flefh againft al kynd, 
And to their purpofe ufed wicked art: 
Yet playd Pafiphaé a more monftrous part, 
That lov’d a Bul, and learnd a beaft to bee. 
Such fhamefull luftes who loaths not, which depart 
From courfe of nature and of modeftee? 
Swete love fuch lewdnes bands™ from his faire companee. 
42. 
“« But thine, my Deare, (welfare thy heart, my deare !) 
Though ftraunge beginning had, yet fixed is 
On one that worthy may perhaps appeare ; 
And certes feemes beftowed not amis: 
Joy thereof have thou and eternal! blis!” 
With that, upleaning on her elbow weake, 
Her alablafter breft" the foft did kis, 
Which all that while fhee felt to pant and quake, 
As .it an Earth-quake were: at laft fhe thus befpake. 
43: 
‘< Beldame, your words doe worke me litle eafe ; 
For though my love be not fo lewdly bent 
As thofe ye blame, yet may it nought appeafe 


m Swete love fuch lewdnes bands.| To band properly fignifies to 
join together in a company, to affemble,as in Acts xxiii. 12. ‘* And 
when it was day, certain of the Jews danded together.” Spenfer, there- 
fore, either for the convenience of the verle ufed bands for difbands, or, 
what is moft probable, the word was written in his copy danns, which, 
according to Junius, is to forbid by profcriplion, interdicere ; and from 
whence the verb to Jani/h is derived. T. Warton. 

0 Her alablafter breft.| ‘The fecond edition reads alablafted, which 
muit be wrong. ‘This fpelling, which is agreeable to all the old edi- 
tions, is vindicated by Skinner in his Introduction to his Etymological 
Dictionary. Upton. Alablaffer was the ufual reading of our elder 
poets, from whom I could give numerous examples. I find G. Wither 
the firft who writes alabaffer. See his ** Miftreffe of Philarete,” 1622. 
Topp. A total miftake: Chaucer has alaba/ffres “Kn. Tale,” v. 1912. C. 
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My raging fmart, ne ought my flame relent, 
But rather doth my helpelefie griefe augment ; 
For they, how ever fhamefull and unkinde,° 
Yet did pofieffe their horrible intent : 
Short end of forrowes they therby did finde ; 
So was their fortune good, though wicked were their 
minde. 
44. 
“« But wicked fortune mine, though minde be good,? 
Can have no ende nor hope of my defire, 
But feed on fhadowes whiles I die for food, 
And like a fhadow wexe, whiles with entire 
Affection I doe languifh and expire. 
I, fonder then Cephifus foolifh chyld, 
Who, having vewed in a fountaine fhere4 
His face, was with the love thereof beguyld ; 
I, fonder, love a fhade, the body far exyld.” 
45. 
“* Nought like,” (quoth fhee) ‘ for that fame wretched boy 
Was of him felfe the ydle Paramoure, 
Both love and lover, without hope of joy, 
For which he faded to a watry flowre: 
But better fortune thine, and better howre, 
Which lov’ft the fhadow of a warlike knight ; 
No fhadow but a body hath in powre: 
That body, wherefoever that it light, 
May learned be by cyphers, or by Magicke might. 


° how ever foamefull and unkinde.| Unnatural. The fame as “ con- 
trary unto kinde,” St. 40. «* Againit al kynd,”’St. 41. Cuurcn. 

P though minde be good.| "The firft folio [as well as that of 1611] 
reads ** though mine be good.” Cuurcu. 

1 in a fountain fbere.| ‘* Shere” is tranfparent. Again, F. Q. iii. 
xi. 7: ‘She at laft came to a fountaine fheare.” Again, F. Q. iv. vi. 
zo: “ Pactolus with his waters /bere s”” which feems copied from Gol- 
ding’s “ Ovid,” 4to. 1587, Met. iv:— 

“<The water was fo pure and fheere.” Toop. 
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46. 
‘“« But if thou may with reafon yet repreffe 
The growing evill, ere it ftrength have gott, 
And thee abandond wholy do poffeffe, 
Againtft it ftrongly ftrive, and yield thee nott 
Til thou in open fielde adowne be fmott: 
But if the paffion mayfter thy fraile might, 
So that needs love or death mutft bee thy lott, 
Then, I avow to thee, by wrong or right 
To compas thy defire, and find that loved knight.” 
47. 
Her chearefull words much cheard the feeble fpright 
Of the ficke virgin, that her downe fhe layd 
In her warme bed to fleepe, if that fhe might ; 
And the old-woman carefully difplayd 
The clothes about her round with bufy ayd ; 
So that at laft a litle creeping fleepe 
Surprifd her fence: Shee, therewith well apayd, 
The dronken lamp down in the oy] did fteepe, 
And {ett her by to watch, and fett her by to weepe. 
48. 
Earely, the morrow next, before that day 
‘His joyous face did to the world revele, 
They both uprofe and tooke their ready way 
Unto the Church, their praiers to appele 
With great devotion, and with little zele: 
For the faire Damzel from the holy herfe' 
Her love-ficke hart to other thoughts did fteale ; 


" from the holy herfe.| ‘From the holy herfe” is, I fuppofe, the 
fame as if he had faid, “* from the holy er/al,” which is ufed after- 
wards, F. Q. ill. xi. 18 :— 

** Sad herfal of his heavy ftreffe.” 
So that holy herfe is here, the rehearfal of the prayers in the church- 
fervice, at which Britomart is now defcribed as prefent. Her/e occurs 
in the Paftoral of November, as the burden of Colin’s fong, ** O heavie 
herfe,”’ and, “* O happie herfe,” where E. K. interprets her/e, ** The 
folemne Obfequie in Funerals.” T. Warton. 
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And that old Dame faid many an idle verfe, 
Out of her daughters hart fond fancies to reverfe. 
49. 
Retourned home, the royall Infant fell 
Into her former fitt; for why no powre® 
Nor guidaunce of herfelfe in her did dwell : 
But th’ aged Nourfe, her calling to her bowre, 
Had gathered Rew, and Savine, and the flowre 
Of Camphora, and Calamint, and Dill; 
All which fhe in a earthen Pot did poure, 
And to the brim with Colt wood did it fill, 
And many drops of milk and blood through it did fpill. 
50. 
Then, taking thrife three heares from off her head, 
Them trebly breaded in a threefold lace, 
And round about the Pots mouth bound the thread ; 
And, after having whifpered a fpace 
Certein fad words with hollow voice and bace, 
Shee to the virgin fayd, thrife fayd the itt ; 
“« Come, daughter, come; come, fpit upon my face ; 
Spitt thrife upon me, thrife upon me {pitt ; 
Th’ uneven nomber for this bufines is moft fitt.’”* 


* for why no powre.] It has been ufual to print * for why” with a 
mark of interrogation after it; but wrongly, fince it merely means de- 
caufe: Britomart fell into her former condition Jecaufe fhe had no 
power to control herfelf. C. 

' Tb’ uneven nomber for this bufines is moff fitt.] 1 cannot help 
citing a paflage from Petronius, which illuftrates thefe foolith and {uper- 
ftitious ceremonies :—*¢ I]la de finu licium protulit varii coloris filis in- 
tortum, cervicemque vinxit meam: mox turbatum fputo pulverem 
medio fuftulit digito, frontemque repugnantis fignavit: hoc peraéto car- 
mine, ter me juflit ex{puere, terque lapillos conjicere in finum, quos ipfa 
precantatos purpura involverat,” &c. This filly cuftom of {pitting they 
ufed in order to avert what was odious or ill ominous. See the {choli- 
aft on Theoc. Idyll. vi. 39: Tpls sig gudv éxruca xdd\mov. Spenfer 
happily exprefles come thrice, and _/pit upon me, thrice. Yet he fhould 
not have faid face, but 40/om : thefe wicked rhymes, however, muft plead 
his excufe. Upron. 


a IN A SS TLS a aE 


Cia. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 381 


Gtk 
That fayd, her rownd about fhe from her turnd, 
She turned her contrary to the Sunne; 
Thrife fhe her turnd contrary, and returnd 
All contrary ; for fhe the right did fhunne ; 
And ever what fhe did was ftreight undonne. 
So thought fhe to undoe her daughter’s love ; 
But love, that is in gentle breft begonne, 
No ydle charmes fo lightly may remove: 
That well can witneffe who by tryall it does prove. 
52, 
Ne ought it mote the noble Mayd avayle, 
Ne flake the fury of her cruell flame, 
But that fhee ftill did wafte, and ftill did wayle, 
That, through long languour and hart-burning brame,” 
She fhortly like a pyned ghoft became 
Which long hath waited by the Stygian ftrond. 
That when old Glauce faw, for feare leaft blame 
Of her mifcarriage fhould in her be fond, 


She wift not how t’amend, nor how it to withftond. 


« and hart-burning brame.| Mr. Upton has here converted, in his 
Gloflary, 4rame into a fubftantive, which he interprets vexation 5 but I 
conceive, with Mr. Church, that drame is the adjective 4reem or breme, 
(which the rhyme has here altered,) and which Spenfer ufes, F. Q. 
vii. vii. 40, for fevere or /harp, as alfo in his ‘‘ Shep. Cal.” Feb. [vol. i. 
D-'231-. 4 L Opp. EL: K. vol.i. p. 32, interprets, ‘‘ breme,” chill, bitter, 
but it alfo means violent, outrageous ; and we have no doubt that Church 
and Todd were right in taking it as an epithet applied to ‘ heart-burn- 
ing.” ‘There is no fuch fubftantive as ‘* brame” or dreme in Englith : 
the fubftantive is dreemnefs. C. 


CANT TP Oesee 


Merlin bewrayes to Britomart 
The ftate of Arthegall ; 

And fhews the famous Progeny, 
Which from them fpringen fall. 


its 

: OST facred fyre, that burneft mightily 

y fs) In living brefts, ykindled firft above 
Mi; 5 Emongft th’ eternall fpheres and lamping 

iky, 

And thence pourd into men, which men 
call Love! 

Not that fame, which doth bafe affe@tions move 

In brutifh mindes, and filthy luft inflame, 

But that {weete fit that doth true beautie love, 

And chofeth vertue for his deareft Dame, 
Whence fpring all noble deedes and never dying fame: 

2. 

Well did Antiquity a God thee deeme, 

That over mortall mindes haft fo great might, 

To order them as beft to thee doth feeme, 

And all their actions to direct aright : 

The fatall purpofe of divine forefight 

Thou doeft effect in deftined defcents, 

Through deepe impreffion of thy fecret might, 

And ftirredft up th’ Heroes high intents, 
Which the late world admyres for wondrous moniments. 
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But thy dredd dartes in none doe triumph more, 
Ne braver proofe in any of thy powre 
Shewd’ft thou, then in this royall Maid of yore, 
Making her feeke an unknowne Paramoure, 
From the worlds end, through many a bitter ftowre : 
From whofe two loynes thou afterwardes did rayfe 
Moft famous fruites of matrimoniall bowre, 
Which through the earth have fpredd their living 
prayfe, 
That fame in tromp of gold eternally difplayes. 
4. 
Begin then, O my deareft facred Dame ! 
Daughter of Phoebus and of Memorye, 
That doeft ennoble with immortall name 
The warlike Worthies, from antiquitye, 
In thy great volume of Eternitye: 
Begin, O Clio! and recount from hence 
My glorious Soveraines goodly aunceftrye, 
Till that by dew degrees, and long protenfe,* 
Thou have it laftly brought unto her Excellence. 


Full many wayes within her troubled mind 
Old Glauce caft to cure this Ladies griefe ; 
Full many waies fhe fought, but none could find, 
Nor herbes, nor charmes, nor counfel, that is chiefe - 
And choiceft med’cine for fick harts reliefe : 
For thy great care fhe tooke, and greater feare, 
Leaft that it fhould her turne to fowle repriefe 


@ and long protenfe.| So the firft edition reads, but other editions, 
pretence. ‘The firft edition is right: proten/e, a protendo, from ftretch- 
ing and drawing out. ‘“* Cujus protendere famam.” Claudian, ‘* De 
Laud. Stil.” 1.36. The Italians have protendere, protefo, protenfione. 
Urron. We have not met with the fubftantive in any other author; 
but Dryden, in his Tranfl. of Virgil, B. x, as Richardfon fhows, talks of 
the “ protended f{pear” of an adverfary. C. 
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And fore reproch, when fo her father deare 
Should of his deareft daughters hard misfortune heare. 
6. 
At laft fhe her avifde, that he which made 
That mirrhour, wherein the ficke Damofell 
So ftraungely vewed her ftraunge lovers fhade, 
To weet, the learned Merlin, well could tell 
Under what coaft of heaven the man did dwell, 
And by what means his love might beft be wrought : 
For, though beyond the Africk Ifmael 
Or th’ Indian Peru he were, fhe thought 
Him forth through infinite endevour to have fought. 


a 
Forthwith them felves difguifing both in ftraunge 
And bafe atyre, that none might them bewray, 
To Maridunum, that is now by chaunge 
Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke their way : 
There the wife Merlin whylome wont (they fay) 
To make his wonne, low underneath the ground, 
In a deepe delve, farre from the vew of day, 
That of no living wight he mote be found, 
When fo he counfeld with his {fprights encompaft round. 
8 


And, if thou ever happen that fame way 
To traveill, go to fee that dreadful place. 
It is an hideous hollow cave (they fay) 
Under a Rock that lyes a litle fpace 
From the fwift Barry, tombling downe apace 
Emongft the woody hilles of Dynevowre :» 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any cace 
To enter into that fame balefull Bowre, 
For feare the cruell Feendes fhould thee unwares devowre: 


> Emongft the woody hilles of Dynevowre.] The principal feat of the 
princes of South-wales was Dynefar, or Dynevor caftle, near Caer- 
marthen, who from thence were called the kings of Dynevor. See 


Drayton’s “* Polyolb.” S. 5. Upron. 
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9: 
But ftanding high aloft low lay thine eare, 
And there fuch ghaftly noyfe of yron chaines 
And brafen Caudrons thou fhalt rombling heare, 
Which thoufand fprights with long enduring paines 
Doe toffe, that it will ftonn thy feeble braines ; 
And oftentimes great grones, and grievous ftownds, 
When too huge toile and labour them conftraines, 
And oftentimes loud ftrokes and ringing fowndes 
From under that deepe Rock moft horribly rebowndes. 
10. 
The caufe, fome fay, is this: A litle whyle 
Before that Merlin dyde, he did intend 
A brafen wall in compas to compyle 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend 
Unto thefe Sprights to bring to perfect end: 
During which worke the Lady of the Lake, 
Whom long he lov’d, for him in haft did fend ; 
Who, thereby forft his workemen to forfake, 
Them bownd till his retourne their labour not to flake. 
II. 
In the meane time, through that falfe Ladies traine 
He was furprifd, and buried under beare, 
Ne ever to his worke returnd againe : 
Nath’lefle thofe feends may not their work forbeare, 
So greatly his commandement they feare, 
But there doe toyle and traveile day and night, 
Untill that brafen wall they up doe reare ; 
For Merlin had in Magick more infight 
Than ever him before, or after, living wight: 
12. 
For he by wordes could call out of the fky 
Both Sunne and Moone, and make them him obay ; 
The Land to fea, and fea to maineland dry, 
And darkfom night he eke could turne to day : 
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Huge hoftes of men he could alone difmay, 
And hoftes of men of meaneft thinges could frame, 
Whenfo him lift his enimies to fray ; 
That to this day, for terror of his fame, 
The feends do quake when any him to them does name. 
tye 
And footh men fay that he was not the fonne 
Of mortall Syre or other living wight, 
But wondroufly begotten, and begonne 
By falfe illufion of a guilefull Spright 
On a faire Lady Nonne, that whilome hight 
Matilda, daughter to Pubidius, 
Who was the lord of Mathtraval* by right, 
And coofen unto king Ambrofius ; 
Whence he indued was with {kill fo merveilous. 
14. 
They, here arriving, ftaid awhile without, 
Ne durft adventure rafhly in to wend, 
But of their firft intent gan make new dout, 
For dread of daunger which it might portend ; 
Untill the hardy Mayd (with love to frend) 
Firft entering, the dreadfull Mage there fownd 
Deepe bufied bout worke of wondrous end, 
And writing ftraunge charaéters in the grownd, 
With which the ftubborne feendes he to his fervice bownd. 
1H: 
He nought was moved at their entraunce bold, 
For of their comming well he wift afore ; 
Yet lift them bid their bufineffe to unfold, 
As if ought in this world in fecrete ftore 
Were from him hidden, or unknowne of yore. 
Then Glauce thus: “ Let not it thee offend, 


° Who was the lord of Mathtraval.] Roderic the Great (fee St. 45) 
divided Wales into three provinces, Aberffraw, Dinevowr, and Math- 
raval. See Wynne’s ‘* Hilt. of Wales,” p. 27. Cuurcn. 
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That we thus rafhly through thy darkfom dore 
Unwares have preft ; for either fatall end, 
Or other mightie caufe, us two did hether fend.” 
16. 
He bad tell on; And then fhe thus began. 
“* Now have three Moones with borrowd brothers light 
Thrife fhined faire, and thrife feemd dim and wan, 
Sith a fore evill, which this virgin bright 
Tormenteth and doth plonge in dolefull plight, 
Firft rooting tooke ; but what thing it mote bee, 
Or whence it {prong, I can not read aright : 
But this I read, that, but if remedee 
Thou her afford, full fhortly I her dead fhall fee.” 
iy 
Therewith th’ Enchaunter foftly gan to {myle 
At her {mooth fpeeches, weeting inly well 
That fhe to him diffembled womanifh guyle, 
And to her faid: ‘‘ Beldame, by that ye tell 
More neede of leach-crafte* hath your Damozell, 
Then of my fkill: who helpe may have elfewhere, 
In vaine feekes wonders out of Magick fpell.” 
Th’ old woman wox half blanck thofe wordes to heare, 
And yet was loth to let her purpofe plaine appeare ; 
18. 
And to him faid: “ Yf any leaches fkill, 
Or other learned meanes, could have redreft 
This my deare daughters deepe engraffed ill, 
Certes I fhould be loth thee to molett ; 
But this fad evill, which doth her infeft, 


d More neede of leach-crafte.| The art of healing, or of phyfic. So 
Chaucer, “ Kn. Tale,” v. 2748 :— 
** The clotered blood, for any /eche-crafte, 
<* Corrumpeth, &c.” 
And in Golding’s ** Ovid,” Met. xv. p. 190, b. edit. 1612: ‘ By force 
of herbes and J/eechcraft.” ‘Topp. 
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Doth courfe of naturall caufe farre exceed, 
And houfed is within her hollow breft, 
That either feemes fome curfed witches deed, 
Or evill fpright, that in her doth fuch torment breed.” 
1g. 
The wifard could no lenger beare her bord,° 
But, brufting forth‘ in laughter, to her fayd: 
“© Glauce, what needes this colourable word 
To cloke the caufe that hath it felfe bewrayd ? 
Ne ye, fayre Britomartis, thus arayd, 
More hidden are then Sunne in cloudy vele ; 
Whom thy good fortune, having fate obayd, 
Hath hether brought for fuccour to appele ; 
The which the powres to thee are pleafed to revele.” 
20. 
The doubtfull Mayd, feeing her felfe deferyde, 
Was all abafht, and her pure yvory 
Into a cleare Carnation fuddeine dyde ; 
As fayre Aurora, ryfing haftily, 
Doth by her blufhing tell that the did lye 
All night in old Tithonus frozen bed, 
Whereof fhe feemes afhamed inwardly : 
But her olde Nourfe was nought difhartened, 
But vauntage made of that which Merlin had ared ; 
oe 
And fayd; ‘ Sith then thou knoweft all our oriefe, 


* No lenger beare her bord.| Her jeff, her pretences for what fhe 
faid was not true. The word “ bord” is often ufed for jefe or merri- 
ment. See F.Q. iv. iv. 13. So Chaucer, “ Manc. Prol.” vy. 17030, 
edit. Tyrwhitt :— 

“ That, that I fpake, I fayd it in my Jourd.” 
And Drayton, “ Shepheards Garland,” edit. 1593, Ps §3:— 
*« Gramercy, Borrill, for thy company, 
** For all thy jeftes and all thy merrie Jourds.” Topp. 

But, brufting forth.| So every edition, and not burfting, as Todd 
and others printed it. ‘* Bruft” was the more ancient form of the word, 
and it became dra/f and bref in the paft tenfe. C. 
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(For what doeft not thou knowe ?) of grace I pray, 

Pitty our playnt, and yield us meet reliefe.” 

With that the Prophet ftill awhile did ftay, 

And then his fpirite thus gan foorth difplay : 

“© Moft noble Virgin, that by fatall lore 

Hatt learn’d to love, let no whit thee difmay 

The hard beginne that meetes thee in the dore, 
And with fharpe fits thy tender hart oppreffeth fore : 

2.2. 

« For fo muft all things excellent begin ; 

And eke enrooted deepe muft be that Tree, 

Whofe big embodied braunches fhall not lin‘ 

Till they to hevens hight forth ftretched bee : 

For from thy wombe a famous Progenee 

Shall fpring out of the auncient Trojan blood, 

Which fhall revive the fleeping memoree 

Of thofe fame antique Peres, the hevens brood, 
Which Greeke and Afian rivers ftayned with their blood. 

23 

“ Renowmed kings, and facred Emperours, 

Thy fruitfull Ofspring, fhall from thee defcend ; 

Brave Captaines, and moft mighty watriours, 

‘That fhall their conquefts through all lands extend, 

And their decayed kingdomes fhall amend A 

The feeble Britons, broken with long warre, 

They hall upreare, and mightily defend 

Againft their forren foe that commes from farre, 
Till univerfall peace compound all civill jarre. 


word as /innan, with the prefix. C. 

h kingdomes ball amend.) The fecond and fubfequent folio read, 
without authority, “a@// amend.” Topp. This is a miftake: the fe- 
cond folio, that of 1611, reads, like the 4tos., ‘ fhall amnend.” ‘Todd 
is not to be trufted as collator. C. 
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24. 
“ Tt was not, Britomart, thy wandring eye 
Glauncing unwares in charmed looking glas, 
But the ftreight courfe of hevenly deftiny, 
Led with eternall providence, that has 
Guyded thy glaunce, to bring his will to pas: 
Ne is thy fate, ne is thy fortune ill, 
To love the proweft knight that ever was. 
Therefore fubmit thy wayes unto his will, 
And doe by all dew meanes thy deftiny fulfill.” 
a, 
“* But read,” (faide Glauce) <“* thou Magitian, 
What meanes fhall fhe out feeke, or what waies take? 
How fhall fhe know, how fhall the finde the man? 
Or what needes her to toyle, fith fates can make 
Way for themfelves their purpofe to pertake ?” 
Then Merlin thus: ‘ Indeede the fates are firme, 
And may not fhrinck, though all the world do thake ; 
Yet ought mens good endevours them confirme, 
And guyde the heavenly caufes to their conftant terme. 
26. 
‘The man, whom heavens have ordaynd to bee 
The fpoufe of Britomart, is Arthegall : 
He wonneth in the land of Fayeree, 
Yet is no Fary borne, ne fib at alli 
To Elfes, but fprong of feed terreftriall, 
And whylome by falfe Faries ftolne away, 
Whyles yet in infant cradle he did crall ; 
Ne other to himfelfe is knowne this day, 
But that he by an Elfe was gotten of a Fay: 
Da | 
‘« But footh he is the fonne of Gorlois, 


1 ne fib at all.| Relation. “Ne fib at all,” i.e. be is no way related. 
SorChaucer, pi223,.edwUrn— 
*« Was /idbe to Arthour of Breteigne.” Cuurcn. 
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And brother unto Cador, Cornifh king ; 


And for his warlike feates renowmed 1s, 
From where the day out of the fea doth fpring, 
Untill the clofure of the Evening : 
From thence him, firmely bound with faithfull band, 
To this his native foyle thou backe fhalt bring, 
Strongly to ayde his countrey to withftand 
The powre of forreine Paynims which invade thy land. 
28. 
“< Great ayd thereto his mighty puiffaunce 
And dreaded name fhall give in that fad day ; 
Where alfo proofe of thy prow valiaunce* 
Thou then fhalt make, t’ increafe thy lover’s pray. 
Long time ye both in armes fhall beare great fway, 
Till thy wombes burden thee from them do call, 
And his laft fate him from, thee take away ; 
Too rathe cut off! by practife criminall 
Of fecrete foes, that him fhall make in mifchiefe fall. 
ae 
«¢ With thee™ yet fhall he leave, for memory 
Of his late puiffaunce, his ymage dead, 
That living him in all activity 
To thee fhall reprefent. He, from the head 
Of his coofen Conftantius, without dread 
Shall take the crowne that was his fathers right, 
And therewith crowne himfelfe in th’ others ftead : 


k proofe of thy prow valiaunce.] ‘* Prow” is from the Fr. prewx, and 
means courageous, brave, hardy. Skinner conjecturally derives it from 
probus or probatus. C. 

| Too rathe cut off.| Too early. In ‘The Shep. Cal.” for De- 
cember, vol. i. p. 139, we read :-— 

«« Thus is my harveft haftened all to rathe.” 
In his Ecl. for February, Spenfer ufes it in the comparative degree, 
when fpeaking of “ the rather lambes,” i.e. the earlier lambs. Milton 
applies ** rathe” as an epithet to the primrofe. C. 

m With thee.| So the firft edition. The reft read, “* Where thee, 
SC. MeL ODD. 
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Then fhall he iffew forth with dreadfull might 
Againft his Saxon foes in bloody field to fight. 
30. 
“« Like as a Lyon that in drowfie cave 
Hath long time flept, himfelfe fo fhall he thake ; 
And comming forth fhall {pred his banner brave 
Over the troubled South, that it thall make 
The warlike Mertians for feare to quake : 
Thrife fhall he fight with them, and twife fhall win; 
But the third time fhall fayre accordaunce make: 
And, if he then with victorie can lin, 
He fhall his dayes with peace bring to his earthly In. 
nae 
“« His fonne, hight Vortipore, fhall him fucceede 
eho kingdome, but not in felicity : 
Yet fhall he long time warre with happy fpeed, 
And with great honour many batteills try ; 
But at the laft to th’ importunity ® 
Of froward fortune fhall be forft to yield : 
But his fonne Malgo fhall full mightily 
Avenge his fathers loffe with fpeare and fhield, 
And his proud foes difcomfit in victorious field. 
a2. 
“‘ Behold the man! and tell me, Britomart, 
If ay more goodly creature thou didft fee? 
How like a Gyaunt in each manly part 
Beares he himfelfe with portly majeftee, 
That one of th’ old Heroes feemes to bee! 
He the fix Iflands,° comprovinciall 


" to th’ importunity.] i.e. the cruelty of froward fortune. Spenfer 
here ufes ** importunity”’ as the Latins ufed importunus. C. 

° He the fix Iflands, &c.] Viz. Ireland, Ifeland, Godland, the Ork- 
neys, Norway, and Dacia, Geoffry of Monmouth, and Robert of 
Gloucefter, fay that he was the hand/omeff and the Jtrongef? prince that 


ever reigned in Britain. CuHurcu. 
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In auncient times unto great Britainee, 
Shall to the fame reduce, and to him call 
Their fondry kings to do their homage feverall. 
33: 
‘¢ All which his fonne Careticus awhile 
Shall well defend, and Saxons powre fuppreffe ; 
Untill a ftraunger king, from unknowne foyle 
Arriving, him with multitude oppreffe ; 
Great Gormond, having with huge mightinefle 
Ireland fubdewd, and therein fixt his throne, 
Like a f{wift Otter, fell through emptinefle, 
Shall overfwim the fea, with many one 
Of his Norveyfes, to aflift the Britons fone. 
34: 
‘ He in his furie all fhall overronne, 
And holy Church with faithleffe handes deface, 
That thy fad people, utterly fordonne, 
Shall to the utmoft mountaines fly apace. 
Was never fo great wafte in any place, 
Nor fo fowle outrage doen by living men ; 
For all thy Citties they fhall facke and race, 
And the greene graffe that groweth they fhall bren, 
That even the wilde beaft fhall dy in ftarved den. 
oor 
« Whiles thus thy Britons? doe in languour pine, 
Proud Etheldred fhall from the North arife, 
Serving th’ ambitious will of Augutftine, 
And, pafling Dee, with hardy enterprife 
Shall backe repulfe the valiaunt Brockwell twife, 
And Bangor with maflacred Martyrs fill ; ‘ 
But the third time fhall rew his foolhardife : 
For Cadwan, pittying his peoples ill, 
Shall ftoutly him defeat, and thoufand Saxons kill. 
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ee Whiles thus thy Britons.| So the firft edition emphatically reads ; 
the reft read, “‘ the Britons.”” ‘Topp. 
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BU: 
“« But after him, Cadwallin mightily 
On his fonne Edwin all thofe wrongs fhall wreake ; 
Ne fhall availe the wicked forcery 
Of falfe Pellite his purpofes to breake, 
But him fhall flay, and on a gallowes bleak 
Shall give th’ enchaunter his unhappy hire. 
Then fhall the Britons, late difmayd and weake, 
From their long vaflalage gin to refpire, 
And on their Paynim foes avenge their ranckled ire. 


37: 
“© Ne fhall he yet his wrath fo mitigate, 
Till both the fonnes of Edwin he have flayne, 
Offricke and Ofricke, twinnes unfortunate, 
Both flaine in battaile upon Layburne playne, 
Together with the king of Louthiane, 
Hight Adin, and the king of Orkeny, 
Both joynt partakers of their fatall payne :4 
But Penda, fearefull of like defteny, 
Shall yield him felfe his liegeman, and fweare fealty. 


is 
“¢ Him fhall he make his fatall Inftrument 
T” afflict the other Saxons unfubdewd ; 
He marching forth with fury infolent 
Againft the good king Ofwald, who indewd 
With heavenly powre, and by Angels refkewd, 
Al holding croffes in their hands on hye, 
Shall him defeate withouten blood imbrewd : 
Of which that field, for endleffe memory, 
Shall Hevenfield be cald to all pofterity. 


1 Both joynt partakers of their fatall payne.| That is, the fatal end 
of Offricke and O/ricke. Edits. after the firft read, «* te fatall payne ;” 
which Mr. Upton interprets, the endeavour that proved fatal to them. 
Topp. 
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$Y: 

“* Whereat Cadwallin wroth fhall forth iffew, 
And an huge hofte into Northumber lead, 
With which he godly Ofwald fhall fubdew, 
And crowne with martiredome his facred head : 
Whofe brother Ofwin, daunted with like dread, 
With price of filver fhall his kingdome buy ; 
And Penda, feeking him adowne to tread, 
Shall tread adowne, and doe him fowly dye; 

But fhall with guifts’ his Lord Cadwallin pacify. 

40. 

“Then fhall Cadwallin die; and then the raine 

Of Britons eke with him attonce fhall dye; 
Ne fhall the good Cadwallader, with paine 
Or powre, be hable it to remedy, 

When the full time, prefixt by deftiny, 
Shalbe expird of Britons regiment : 

For heven it felfe fhall their fuccefle envy, 
And them with plagues and murrins peftilent 
Confume, till all their warlike puiffaunce be fpent. 

Al. 

“« Yet after all thefe forrowes, and huge hills 
Of dying people, during eight yeares {pace, 
Cadwallader, not yielding to his ills, 

From Armoricke, where long in wretched cace 
He liv’d, retourning to his native place, 
Shalbe by vifion ftaide from his intent : 
For th’ heavens have decreed to difplace 
The Britons for their finnes dew punifhment, 
And to the Saxons over-give their government. 
42. 
«¢ Then woe, and woe, and everlafting woe, 


t But fhall with guifts.| The old fpelling of gifts, which laft Todd 
(following the folios) prints; but, by an ordinary error of miftaking the 


long / for f, it ftands gwi/?s in the 4to. 1§go. C. 
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Be to the Briton babe that fhalbe borne 
To live in thraldome of his fathers foe ! 
Late king, now captive; late lord, now forlorne ; 
The worlds reproch, the cruell victors {corne ; 
Banifht from princely bowre to wafteful wood! 
O! who fhal helpe me to lament and mourne 
The royall feed, the antique Trojan blood, 
Whofe empire lenger here then ever any ftood ?” 
43: 
The Damzell was full deepe empaffioned 
Both for his griefe, and for her peoples fake, 
Whofe future woes fo plaine he fafhioned ; 
And, fighing fore, at length him thus befpake : 
«Ah! but will hevens fury never flake, 
Nor vengeaunce huge relent it felfe at laft? 
Will not long mifery late mercy make, 
But fhall their name for ever be defafte, 
And quite from of the earth their memory be rafte ?”* 
44. 
«« Nay but the terme” (fayd he) ‘“* is limited, 
That in this thraldome Britons fhall abide ; 
And the juft revolution meafured 
That they as Straungers fhalbe notifide: 
For twife fowre hundreth yeares fhalbe fupplide,' 
Ere they to former rule reftor’d fhalbee," 


8 And quite from of the earth their memory be rafte.| Todd, while 
profefling to follow the old fpelling, prints *‘ of” off, for which it was, 
doubtlefs, intended by the poet. ‘* Of”’ is obtained from the errata of 
the edit. 15903; but, neverthelefs, it is not found in the folio 1611, al- 
though certainly the ear is not fatisfied without it. C. 

t For twife fowre hundreth yeares foalbe fupplide.| So the firft edi- 
tion reads: the reft omit yeares; and fome [as the folio 1611] infert 
full to complete the verfe: “* For twice fowre hundreth fhalbe ful/ 
fupplide.” ‘Topp. It merits notice that Drayton, in his copy of the 
folio 1611, adds ‘‘ yeares” and erafes fu//, thereby making it tally with 
the 4to. 1ggo. C. 

« Ere they to former rule reftor’d foalbee.| Nobody has remarked 
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And their importune fates all fatisfide : 
Yet, during this their moft obfcuritee, 
Their beames fhall ofte breake forth, that men them 
faire may fee. 


45. 
‘© Ror Rhodoricke, whofe furname fhalbe Great, 
Shall of him felfe a brave enfample fhew, 
That Saxon kings his frendfhip fhall intreat ; 
And Howell Dha fhall goodly well indew 
The falvage minds with fkill of juft and trew : 
Then Griffyth Conan alfo fhall upreare 
His dreaded head, and the old fparkes renew 
Of native corage, that his foes fhall feare, 
Leaft back againe the kingdom he from them fhould 
beare. 
46. 
“© Ne hall the Saxons felves all peaceably 
Enjoy the crowne, which they from Britons wonne 
Firft ill, and after ruled wickedly ; 
For, ere two hundred yeares be full outronne, 
There fhall a Raven, far from rifing Sunne, 
With his wide wings upon them fiercely fly, 
And bid his faithleffe chickens overronne 
The fruitfull plaines, and with fell cruelty 
In their avenge tread downe the victors furquedry. 
47. 
‘© Yet fhall a third both thefe and thine fubdew. 
There fhall a Lion* from the fea-bord wood 
Of Neuftria come roring, with a crew 


that here the original impreffion is at fault by reading ‘* Ere they unto 
their former rule reftor’d fhalbee.” The line has two redundant and 
and quite needlefs fyllables, which were fubfequently omitted. C. 

x There foall a Lion.| William the firft was called “the lion of 
Neuftria:” by the «* Raven,” in the preceding ftanza, we need hardly 
fay that Spenfer meant the Dane. C. 
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Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood, 
Whofe clawes were newly dipt in cruddy blood, 
That from the Danifke Tyrants head fhall rend 
Th’ ufurped crowne, as if that he were wood,’ 
And the fpoile of the countrey conquered 

Emongft his young ones fhall divide with bountyhed. 

48. 

“* Tho, when the terme is full accomplifhid, 
There fhall a fparke of fire, which hath long-while 
Bene in his afhes raked up and hid, 
Bee frefhly kindled in the fruitfull Ile 
Of Mona, where it lurked in exile; 
Which fhall breake forth into bright burning flame, 
And reach into the houfe that beares the ftile 
Of roiall majefty and foveraine name: 

So fhall the Briton blood their crowne agayn reclame.” 

49. 

«¢ Thenceforth eternal sued fhall be made 
Betweene the nations different afore, 
And facred Peace fhall lovingly perfuade 
The warlike minds to learne her goodly lore, 
And civile armes to exercife no more: 
Then fhall a royall Virgin raine, which fhall 
Stretch her white rod over the Belgicke fhore, 
And the great Caftle fmite* fo fore withall, 

That it fhall make him fhake, and fhortly learn to fall. 


Y as if that he were wood.| i.e. as if the lion were ** wood,” wild 
or mad: (fee vol. i. p. 238.) In the firft line of the ftanza we have 
“wood” in its ordinary fenfe; ‘the fea-bord wood” being the wood 
by the fea-/hore, or border. C. 

* So foall the Briton blood their crowne agayn reclame.] By the ac- 
ceflion of Henry of Richmond to the crown the prophecy of Merlin 
and of Cadwallader came to be fulfilled, that the Briton blood fhould 
reign again in Britain. Henry, defcended from the Tudors, was born 
in Mona, now called Anglefey. See Drayton’s * Polyolbion,” D> bats 
Upton. 

* And the great Caftle fmite.| By the ** great Caftle” Spenfer means 
Spain or Caftille. The “ royal virgin” is, of courfe, Elizabeth. C. 
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50. 
‘“« But yet the end is not.”—There Merlin ftayd, 
As overcomen of the fpirites powre, 
Or other ghaftly {pectacle difmayd, 
That fecretly he faw, yet note difcoure:? 
Which fuddein fitt, and halfe extatick ftoure, 
When the two fearefull wemen faw, they grew 
Greatly confufed in behaveoure. 
At laft, the fury paft, to former hew 
Hee turnd againe, and chearfull looks as earft* did fhew. 
51. 
Then, when them felves they well inftructed had 
Of all that needed them to be inquird, 
They both, conceiving hope of comfort glad, 
With lighter hearts unto their home retird ; 
Where they in fecret counfell clofe confpird, 
How to effect fo hard an enterprize, 
And to pofiefie the purpofe they defird : 

Now this, now that, twixt them they did devize, 
And diverfe plots did frame to mafke in ftrange difguife. 
ive 

At laft the Nourfe in her foolhardy wit 
Conceiv’d a bold devife, and thus befpake: 
“‘ Daughter, I deeme that counfel aye moft fit, 
That of the time doth dew advauntage take. 
Ye fee that good king Uther now doth make® 


b yet note difcoure.| Yet was not able to difcover: ‘« note” ought, 
properly, to have been printed w’ote, i.e. ne wote. We have had *¢ dif- 
cure” for difcover already: fee this vol. p. 254. C. 

© Hee turnd againe, and chearfull looks as earft, &c.| Hee is cor- 
rected from the errata fubjoined to Spenfer’s firft edition. All the reft 
inaccurately read Shee. In Spenfer’s own editions, the words as earf? 
are wanting in this line; no doubt, through the careleffnefs of the 
printer. ‘They are firft found in the folio of 160g, and have been ad- 
mitted into every fubfequent edition. Topp. In the folio 1611, She 
is continued ; but Drayton, in his copy of it, ftruck out the letter S. C. 

d Ye fee that good king Uther now doth make, &c.| ‘This paflage is 
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Strong warre upon the Paynim brethren, hight 
Octa and Oza, whome hee lately brake 
Befide Cayr Verolame in victorious fight, 
That now all Britany doth burne in armes bright. 
53° 
“« ‘That, therefore, nought our paffage may empeach,° 
Let us in feigned armes our felves difguize, 
And our weake hands (need makes good fchollers) _ 
teach‘ 
The dreadful fpeare and fhield to exercize: 
Ne certes, daughter, that fame warlike wize, 
I weene, would you mifleeme; for ye beene tall, 
And large of limbe t’ atchieve an hard emprize ; 
Ne ought ye want but fkil, which praétize {mall 
Wil bring, and fhortly make you a mayd Martiall. 
54. 
“* And, footh, it ought your corage much inflame 
To heare fo often, in that royall hous, 
From whence, to none inferior, ye came, 
Bards tell of many wemen valorous, 
Which have full many feats adventurous 
Performd, in paragone of proudeft men: 
The bold Bunduca, whofe victorious 


very material to fix the hiftorical point of time when thefe tranfactions 
are fuppofed to be carrying on. ‘That point of time is when Uther 
Pendragon, king of Britain, was attacked by Oéta, the fon of Hengift, 
and his kinfman £o/a. So the names are written by Geoffry of Mon- 
mouth, B. viii. C. 18. And in C. 23 he mentions Oéta and Eofa being 
killed at Verolam. Upron. 

° That therefore nought our paflage may empeach.| So Spenfer’s own 
editions read, thus diftinguifhing empeach, to hinder, from impeach, to 
accufe. ‘The reft read, impeach. See alfo the note on F. Q. i. viii. 34 
[vol. i. p. 313]. Topp. 

(need makes good {chollers) teach.] So the firft edition. The fecond 
edition, and the folios read, “* whom need new ftrength fhall teach.” The 
alteration is fo much for the worfe, that I dare be confident it is not 
Spenfer’s. CHurcu. Drayton made no note here in his folio, 1611. C. 
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Exployts made Rome to quake; ftout Guendolen ; 

Renowmed Martia; and redoubted Emmilen. 

55. 

“« And, that which more then all the reft may fway, 
Late dayes enfample, which thefe eyes beheld : 
In the laft field before Menevia, 

Which Uther with thofe forrein Pagans held, 
I faw a Saxon Virgin, the which feld 
Great Ulfin thrife upon the bloody playne ; 
And, had not Carados her hand withheld 
From rafh revenge, fhe had him furely flayne: 
Yet Carados himfelfe from her efcapt with payne.” 
SOs 

“Ah! read,” (quoth Britomart) ‘how is fhe hight ?” 
‘“* Fayre Angela” (quoth fhe) “‘ men do her call, 
No whit lefle fayre then terrible in fight: 

She hath the leading of a Martiall 
And mightie people, dreaded more then all 
The other Saxons, which doe, for her fake 
And love, themfelves of her name Angles call. 
Therefore, faire Infant, her enfample make 
pate thy felfe, and equall corage to thee take.” 
57: 

Her harty wordes fo deepe into the mynd 

Of the yong Damzell funke, that great defire 
Of warlike armes in her forthwith they tynd,* 
And generous ftout courage did infpyre, 
That fhe refolv’d, unweeting to her Syre, 
Advent’rous knighthood on her felfe to don ; 
And counfeld with her Nourfe her Maides attyre 
To turne into a mafly habergeon, 

And bad her all things put in readineffe anon. 


& in her forthwith they tynd.| To tine, or “‘ tyne,” is from the A. S. 
tendan: it is frequently ufed by Spenfer, and it eon y means fo fet 
on fire, or inflame: fee this vol. p. 294. C. 
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58. 
Th’ old woman nought that needed did omit ; 
But all thinges did conveniently purvay. 
It fortuned (fo time their turne did fitt) 
A band of Britons, ryding on forray 
Few dayes before, had gotten a great pray 
Of Saxon goods; emongft the which was feene 
A goodly Armour, and full rich aray, 
Which long’d to Angela, the Saxon Queene, 
All fretted round with gold, and goodly wel befeene. 
59: 
The fame, with all the other ornaments, 
King Ryence caufed to be hanged hy 
In his chiefe Church, for endleffe moniments 
Of his fucceffe and gladfull victory : 
Of which her felfe avifing readily, 
In th’ evening late old Glauce thether led 
Faire Britomart, and, that fame Armory 
Downe taking, her therein appareled 
Well as fhe might, and with brave bauldrick garnifhed. 
60. 
Befide thofe armes there ftood a mightie {peare, 
Which Bladud made by Magick art of yore, 
And ufd the fame in batteill aye to beare; 
Sith which it had beene here preferv’d in ftore, 
For his great virtues proved long afore: 
For never wight fo faft in fell could fit, 
But him perforce unto the ground it bore. 
Both fpeare fhe tooke and fhield which hong by it; 
Both fpeare and fhield of great powre, for her purpofe fit. 
Gas 
Thus when fhe had the virgin all arayd, 
Another harneffe which did hang thereby 
About her felfe fhe dight, that the yong Mayd 


She might in equall armes accompany, 
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And as her Squyre attend her carefully. 
Tho to their ready Steedes they clombe full light, 
And through back waies, that none might them efpy, 
Covered with fecret cloud of filent night, 
Themfelves they forth convaid, and paffed forward right. 
62. 
Ne refted they, till that to Faery lond 
They came, as Merlin them directed late : 
Where, meeting with this Redcroffe Knight, the fond 
Of diverfe thinges difcourfes to dilate, 
But moft of Arthegall and his eftate. 
At laft their wayes fo fell, that they mote part: 
Then each to other, well affectionate, 
Friendfhip profeffed with unfained hart. 
The Redcrofle Knight diverft, but forth rode Britomart." 


" The Redcroffe Knight diverft, but forth rode Britomart.] We 
hear no more of St. George in the remaining Books, only mentioned by 
the bye in F. Q. v. iii. 53. The poet’s defign feems plainly to bring 
all the various knights together, before the poem concluded, at the Court 
of the Fairy Queen. Upron. “ Diverft”’ is diverged, took a different, 
or diverfe way, while Britomart proceeded ftraight forward. ‘Todd col- 
lects needlefs authorities to fhow that “ diverft”? means diverted. C. 
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Bold Marinell of Britomart 
Is throwne on the Rich ftrond : 
Faire Florimell of Arthure is 
Long followed, but not fond. 


ih 
HERE is the Antique glory now become, 
That whylome wont in wemen to ap- 


/ peare r* 
NNINY r= Where be the brave atchievements doen 
: by fome? 


Where be the batteilles, where the fhield and fpeare, 
And all the conquefts which them high did reare, 
That matter made for famous Poets verfe, 
And boaftfull men fo oft abafht to heare ? 
Beene they all dead, and laide in dolefull herfe, 

Or doen they onely fleepe, and fhall againe reverfe ?” 

2. 
If they be dead, then woe is me therefore ; 


@ Where is the Antique glory now become, 

That whylome wont in wemen to appeare? &c.| ‘This introduc- 
tion in praife of women feems to be enlarged from that of Ariofto, 
C, xx. 1:— 

<¢ T,a donne antiche hanno mirabil cofe,’’ &c. 


T. Warton. 
b and fhall againe reverfe.| Return. See the note on F. Q. 1. ix. 
48, [this vol. p. 18.] CHURCH. 
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But if they fleepe, O let them foone awake! 

For all too long I burne with envy fore 

To heare the warlike feates which Homere {pake 
Of bold Penthefilee, which made a lake 

Of Greekith blood fo ofte in Trojan plaine: 

But when I reade, how ftout Debora ftrake*® 
Proud Sifera ; and how Camill’ hath flaine? 

The huge Orfilochus, I fwell with great difdaine. 


at 
Yet thefe, and all that els had puiffaunce, 
Cannot with noble Britomart compare, 
Afwell for glorie of great valiaunce, 
As for pure chaftitee and vertue rare, 
That all her goodly deedes do well declare. 
Well worthie ftock, from which the branches {prong 
That in late yeares fo faire a bloffome bare, 
As thee, O Queene! the matter of my fong, 
Whofe lignage from this Lady I derive along. 
4. 
Who when, through fpeaches with the Redcroffe Knight, 
She learned had th’ eftate of Arthegall, 
And in each point her felfe informd aright, 
A friendly league of love perpetuall 
She with him bound, and Congé tooke withall : 
Then he forth on his journey did proceede, 
To feeke adventures which mote him befall, 
And win him worfhip through his warlike deed, 
Which alwaies of his paines he made the chiefeft meed. 
Is 


But Britomart kept on her former courfe, 


© how ftout Debora ftrake, &c.| It was through her means, and 
Barak’s, that Sifera was difcomfited ; but it was Jael that ‘ ftrake”’ the 
nail into his temples: Judg. iv. 21. Upron. 

4 and how Camill’ hath flaine.| Camilla, who flew the huge Orfi- 
lochus, as mentioned in Virgil, Ain, xi. 690. Upron. 
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Ne ever dofte her armes, but all the way 

Grew penfive through that amarous difcourfe, 
By which the Redcroffe knight did earft difplay 
Her lovers fhape and chevalrous aray : 

A thoufand thoughts fhe fafhiond in her mind, 
And in her feigning fancie did pourtray 

Him fuch as fitteft fhe for love could find,° 


Wife, warlike, perfonable, courteous, and kind. 


With fuch felfe-pleafing thoughts her wound fhe fedd, 
And thought fo to beguile her grievous {mart ; 
But fo her {mart was much more grievous bredd, 
And the deepe wound more deep engord her hart, 
That nought but death her dolour mote depart. 
So forth fhe rode, without repofe or reft, 
Searching all lands and each remoteft part, 
Following the guydance of her blinded gueft, 

Till that to the feacoaft at length fhe her addrett. 


7 
There fhe alighted from her light-foot beaft, 
And fitting downe upon the rocky fhore, 
Badd her old Squyre unlace her lofty creaft : 
Tho having vewd awhile the furges hore 
That gainft the craggy clifts did loudly rore, 
And in their raging furquedry difdaynd 
That the faft earth affronted them fo fore,‘ 
And their devouring covetize reftraynd ; 
Thereat fhe fighed deepe, and after thus complaynd. 
8. 
“« Huge fea of forrow and tempeftuous griefe, 


© he for love could find.| It is * he for love could find” in the 4to. 
1590 only. ‘The emendation was firft made in the 4to. 1596, and all 
the folios adopted it. C., 

f affronted them fo fore.| Oppofed, [refitted them in front.] See the 
note on affront, F. Q.1. vill. 13, [vol. 1. p. 306.] Topp. 
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Wherein my feeble barke is toffed long 
Far from the hoped haven of reliefe, 
Why doe thy cruel billowes beat fo ftrong, 
And thy moyft mountaines each on others throng, 
Threatning to fwallow up my fearefull lyfe? 
O! doe thy cruell wrath and fpightfull wrong 
At length allay, and ftint thy ftormy ftrife, 
Which in thy troubled bowels? raignes and rageth ryfe. 


g. 
“‘ For els my feeble veffell, crazd and crackt 
Through thy ftrong buffets and outrageous blowes, 
Cannot endure, but needes it muft be wrackt 
On the rough rocks, or on the fandy fhallowes, 
The whiles that love it fteres, and fortune rowes : 
Love, my lewd Pilott,” hath a reftleffe minde ; 
And fortune, Botefwaine, no affurance knowes ; 
But faile withouten ftarres-gainft tyde and winde: 
How can they other doe, fith both are bold and blinde? 
To! 
“Thou God of windes, that raigneft in the feas, 
That raigneft alfo in the Continent, 
At laft blow up fome gentle gale of eafe, 
_ The which may bring my fhip, ere it be rent, 
Unto the gladfome port of her intent. , 
Then, when I fhall my felfe in fafety fee, Hn) 
A table, for eternall moniment ) 
Of thy great grace and my great jeopardee, 
Great Neptune, I avow to hallow unto thee !” 
ee 


Then fighing foftly fore, and inly deepe, 


& Which in thy troubled bowels.| So the 4to. 1590: later editions, 
without neceflity, fubftitute ¢he/e for “thy.” C. 

h Love, my lewd Pilott.| The word “lewd” had three fignifications 
in the time of Spenfer— ignorant, wicked, and lufiful: the poet may 
have intended to apply it in a double, or treble fenfe to love. C. 
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She fhut up all her plaint in privy griefe ; 


For her great courage would not let her weepe, 
Till that old Glauce gan with fharpe repriefe 
Her to reftraine, and give her good reliefe 
Through hope of thofe, which Merlin had her told 
Should of her name and nation be chiefe, 
And fetch their being from the facred mould 
Of her immortall womb, to be in heaven enrold. 
iter 
Thus as fhe her recomforted, fhe fpyde 
Where far away one, all in armour bright, 
With hafty gallop towards her did ryde. 
Her dolour foone fhe ceaft, and on her dight 
Her Helmet, to her Courfer mounting light: 
Her former forrow into fuddein wrath, 
Both coofen paffions of diftroubled fpright, 
Converting, forth fhe beates the dufty path: 
Love and defpight attonce her courage kindled hath. 


joe 

As, when a foggy mift hich oieeeee 
The face of heven, and the cleare ayre engrofte, 
The world in darknes dwels; till that at laft 
The watry Southwinde, from the feabord cofte 
Upblowing, doth difperfe the vapour lo’fte,’ 
And poures it felfe forth in a ftormy fhowre: 
So the fayre Britomart, having difclo’fte 
Her clowdy care into a wrathfull ftowre, 


The mift of griefe diffolv’d did into vengeance powre. 


14. 
Eftfoones, her goodly fhield addrefling fayre, 


i the vapour Io’ fte.| << The vapour lo’fte”’ is the vapour /ooffe, loofed, 
diffolved s as ‘‘ difclo’fte,” in the feventh line, is difcloofte, difclofed. 
So he ufes di/pof? for di/pofed, F. Q. ii. vill. 26, [this vol. p. 225.] The 
folios here read /o/f7. CuurcH. He might, however, have added that 
the folios have di/clo’/?, though they mifprint “‘ lo’fte.” C. 
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That mortall fpeare fhe in her hand did take, 
And unto battaill did her felfe prepayre. 
The knight, approching, fternely her befpake : 
‘Sir knight, that doeft thy voyage rafhly make 
By this forbidden way in my defpight, 
Ne doeft by others death enfample take, 
I read thee foone retyre, whiles thou haft might, 
Leaft afterwards it be too late to take thy flight.” 
ay 
Ythrild with deepe difdaine of his proud threat, 
She fhortly thus: ‘ Fly they, that need to fly ; 
Wordes fearen babes.“ I meane not thee entreat 
To paffe, but maugre thee will paffe or dy.” 
Ne lenger ftayd for th’ other to reply, 
But with fharpe {peare’ the reft made dearly knowne. 
Strongly the ftraunge knight ran, and fturdily 
Strooke her full on the breft, that made her downe 
Decline her head, and touch her crouper with her crown. 
16. 
But fhe againe him in the fhield did {mite 
With fo fierce furie and great puiffaunce, 
That, through his three-{quare fcuchin percing quite 
And through his mayled hauberque, by mifchaunce 
The wicked fteele through his left fide did glaunce. 
Him fo transfixed fhe before her bore 
Beyond his croupe, the length of all her launce ; 
Tull, fadly foucing on the fandy fhore, 


He tombled on an heape, and wallowd in his gore. 


K Wordes fearen babes.| 1. e. words frighten babes, caufe them to 
fear. Spenfer had this tranfitive ufe of to fear in common with nearly 
all the poets of his time: fo Shakefpeare, ‘‘ Tam. of the Shrew,” A, 1. 
Sc. 2. ‘* Fear boys with bugs,”—/righten boys with bugbears. C. 

! But with foarpe /peare.| This is the emendation of the firft folio, 
which all fubfequent editions have followed. ‘‘ Speare” is /peares in 
the earlier impreflions. Topp. 
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ig 
Like as the facred Oxe that careleffe ftands, 
With gilden hornes and flowry girlonds crownd, 
Proud of his dying honor and deare bandes, 
Whiles th’ altars fume with frankincenfe arownd, 
All fuddeinly, with mortall ftroke aftownd, 
Doth groveling fall, and with his ftreaming gore 
Diftaines the pillours and the holy grownd, 
And the faire flowres that decked him afore: 
So fell proud Marinell upon the pretious fhore. 
18. 
The martiall Mayd ftayd not him to lament, 
But forward rode, and kept her ready way 
Along the ftrond; which, as fhe over-went, 
She faw beftrowed all with rich aray 
Of pearles and pretious ftones of great aflay, 
And all the gravell mixt with golden owre: 
Whereat fhe wondred much, but would not ftay 
For gold, or perles, or pretious ftones, an howre, 
But them defpifed all; for all was in her powre. 
19. 
Whiles thus he lay in deadly ftonifhment, 
Tydings hereof came to his mothers eare : 
His mother was the blacke-browd Cymoent, 
The daughter of great Nereus, which did beare 
This warlike fonne unto an earthly peare, 
The famous Dumarin; who, on a day 


Finding the Nymph a fleepe in fecret wheare,™ 


m Finding the Nypmbh a fleepe in fecret wheare.] Our poet is the belt 
interpreter of his own phrafes. See the ** Shep. Cal.” May, v. 9 [vol. 
i, p. 56] :— 

oe << Yougthes folke now flocken in every where, 

«© To gather May bufkets and {melling brere.”’ 
That is, in every places as E. K. our poet’s friend, and oldeft commen- 
tator, there explains it. Upron. 
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As he by chaunce did wander that fame way, 
Was taken with her love, and by her clofely lay. 
20. 
There he this knight of her begot, whom borne 
She, of his father, Marinell did name; 
And in a rocky cave, as wight forlorne, 
Long time fhe foftred up, till he became 
A mighty man at armes, and mickle fame 
Did get through great adventures by him donne: 
For never man he {fuffred by that fame 
Rich ftrond to travell, whereas he did wonne, 
But that he muft do battail with the Sea-nymphes fonne. 
oe 
An hundred knights of honorable name 
He had fubdewd, and them his vaffals made; 
That through all Farie lond his noble fame 
Now blazed was, and feare did all invade, 
That none durft paffen through that perilous glade : 
And to advaunce his name and glory more, 
Her Sea-god fyre fhe dearely did perfwade 
T” endow her fonne with threafure and rich ftore 
Bove all the fonnes that were of earthly wombes ybore. 
: 22. 
The God did graunt his daughters deare demaund, 
To doen his Nephew in all riches flow, 
Eftfoones his heaped waves he did commaund 
Out of their hollow bofome forth to throw 
All the huge threafure, which the fea below 
Had in his greedy gulfe devoured deepe, 
And him enriched through the overthrow 
And wreckes of many wretches, which did weepe 
And often wayle their wealth, which he from them did 
keepe. 
oo 
Shortly upon that fhore there heaped was 
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Exceeding riches and all pretious things, 
The fpoyle of all the world; that it did pas 
The wealth of th’ Eaft, and pompe of Perfian kings: 
Gold, amber, yvorie, perles, owches, rings, 
And all that els was pretious and deare, 
The fea unto him voluntary brings ; 
That fhortly he a great Lord did appeare, 
As was in all the lond of Faery, or elfe wheare. 
24. 

Thereto he was a doughty dreaded knight, 
Tryde often to the feath of many Deare, 
That none in equall armes him matchen might : 
The which his mother feeing gan to feare 
Leaft his too haughtie hardines might reare 
Some hard mifhap in hazard of his life. 

For thy fhe oft him counfeld to forbeare 
The bloody batteill, and to ftirre up ftrife, 
But after all his warre to reft his wearie knife.” 

ae) 

And, for his more affuraunce, fhe inguir’d 
One day of Proteus by his mighty fpell 
(For Proteus was with prophecy infpir’d) 
Her deare fonnes deftiny to her to tell, 

And the fad end of her fweet Marinell : 
Who, through forefight of his eternall fkill, 
Bad her from womankind to keepe him well, 
For of a woman he fhould have much ill ; 


A virgin ftraunge and ftout him fhould difmay or kill. 


0 to reft his wearie knife. ‘ Knife” is ufually employed for /word in 
the old romances. Topp. Shakefpeare, in his “ Henry VIII.” ufed 
‘«« knife” for the {word of juftice, according to a MS. emendation in the 
corrected folio 1632 :— «and fo give me up 

«© To the fharp’ft kuife of juftice.” 
The ufual reading has been “‘ fharp’ft kinde” for “ fharp’ft knife.” See 
«© Shakefp.” by Collier, edit. 1858, vol. iv. p. 403; where, however, 
«« kind ” is preferved, becaufe it is intelligible, though perhaps wrong. C. 
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26. 
For thy fhe gave him warning every day 
The love of women not to entertaine ; 
A leffon too too hard® for living clay 
From love in courfe of nature to refraine. 
Yet he his mothers lore did well retaine, 
And ever from fayre Ladies love did fly ; 
Yet many Ladies fayre did oft complaine, 
That they for love of him would algates dy : 
Dy, who fo lift for him, he was loves enimy. 
27. 
But ah! who can deceive his deftiny, 
Or weene by warning to avoyd his fate ? 
That, when he fleepes in moft fecurity 
And fafeft feemes, him fooneft doth amate, 
And findeth dew effect or foone or late ; 
So feeble is the powre of flefhly arme.? 
His mother bad him wemens love to hate, 
For fhe of womans force did feare no harme; 
So, weening to have arm’d him, fhe did quite difarme. 
28. 

This was that woman, this that deadly wownd, 
That Proteus prophecide fhould him difmay ; 
The which his mother vainely did expownd 
To be hart-wownding love, which fhould affay 
To bring her fonne unto his laft decay. 

So tickle be the termes of mortall ftate, 


And full of fubtile fophifmes, which doe play 


° A leffon too too hard.| ‘This is an old form of expreffion, to fignify 
exceeding. It is of fuch frequent occurrence, even after the Reftoration, 
that it is f{uperfluous to cite examples. C. 

P So feeble is the powre of flefbly arme.] This is the reading of the 
fecond edition, which the folios follow. Spenfer’s firft edition has 
<< fleshy arme.” Milton feems to have confidered the fecond edition as 
prefenting the genuine reading: fee ‘‘ Par. Reg.” B. iii. 387 :— 

«« Much oftentation vain of fle/bly arm.” ‘Toon. 
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With double fences, and with falfe debate, 


T’ approve the unknowen purpofe of eternall fate. 
29. 
Too trew the famous Marinell it fownd ; 
Who, through late triall, on that wealthy Strond 
Inglorious now lies in fencelefle {wownd, 
Through heavy ftroke of Britomartis hond. 
Which when his mother deare did underftond, 
And heavy tidings heard, whereas fhe playd 
Amongtft her watry fifters by a pond, 
Gathering fweete daffadillyes, to have made 
Gay girlonds from the Sun their forheads fayr to fhade ; 
20. 
Eftefoones both flowres and girlonds far away 
Shee flong, and her faire deawy lockes yrent ; 
To forrow huge fhe turnd her former play, 
And gamefom merth to grievous dreriment : 
Shee threw her felfe downe on the Continent, 
Ne word did f{peake, but lay as in a {wowne,} 
Whiles al her fifters did for her lament 
With yelling outcries, and with fhrieking fowne ; 
And every one did teare her girlond from her crowne. 
ple 
Soone as fhee up out of her deadly fitt 
Arofe, fhee bad her charett to be brought ; 
And all her fifters that with her did fitt 
Bad eke attonce their charetts to be fought : 
Tho, full of bitter griefe and penfife thought, 
She to her wagon clombe ; clombe all the reft, 
And forth together went with forow fraught. 
The waves, obedient to theyr beheatt, 
Them yielded ready paffage, and their rage furceatt. 


q but lay asin a fwowne.| Swownd in the 4to. 1590 only, and the 
word was often fo fpelt of old; but here the rhyme fhows that we 
ought to follow the later editions. So ‘‘gamefom” is gamefonin 1590. C. 
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gor 
Great Neptune ftoode amazed at their fight, 


Whiles on his broad rownd backe they foftly flid, 
And eke him felfe mournd at their mournful plight, 
Yet wift not what their wailing ment; yet did, 
For great compaffion of their forow, bid 
His mighty waters to them buxome bee :' 
Eftefoones the roaring billowes ftill abid, 
And all the griefly Monfters of the See 

Stood gaping at their gate,* and wondred them to fee. 

33: 

A teme of Dolphins raunged in aray 
Drew the {mooth charett of fad Cymoent : 
They were all taught by Triton to obay 
To the long raynes' at her commaundement : 
As f{wifte as fwallowes on the waves they went, 
That their brode flaggy finnes no fome did reare, 
Ne bubling rowndell they behinde them fent. 
The reft, of other fifhes drawen weare, 

Which with their finny oars the {welling fea did fheare. 


Soone as they bene arriv’d upon the brim 
_ Of the Rich ftrond, their charets they forlore, 
And let their temed fifhes foftly fwim 
Along the margent of the fomy fhore, 
Leaft they their finnes fhould bruze, and furbate fore 
Their tender feete upon the ftony grownd: 
And comming to the place, where all in gore 
And cruddy blood enwallowed they fownd 
The luckleffle Marinell lying in deadly fwownd, 


T to them buxome bee.| To be obedient or yielding to them, as be- 
fore, in this vol. p. 60. C. 

© Stood gaping at their gate.| Stood gaping at their progre/s, at the 
way they went: A.S. get, from gangan to go. C. 

* To the long raynes.] So the firft edition reads: the fecond edition 
reads traines. ‘Topp. ‘The folios alfo have traines. C. 
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358 
His mother fwowned thrife, and the third time 
Could fcarce recovered bee out of her paine : 


Had fhe not beene devoide of mortall flime, 
Shee fhould not then have bene relyv’d againe ; 
But, foone as life recovered had the raine, 
Shee made fo piteous mone and deare wayment," 
That the hard rocks could fcarfe from tears refraine ; 
And all her fifter Nymphes with one confent 
Supplide her fobbing breaches with fad complement.* 
36. 
“« Deare image of my felfe, (fhe fayd) <* that is 
The wretched fonne of wretched mother borne, 
Is this thine high advauncement? O! is this 
Th’ immortall name, with which thee, yet unborne, 
Thy Grandfire Nereus promift to adorne? 
Now lyeft thou of life and honor refte ; 
Now lyeft thou a lumpe of earth forlorne ; 
Ne of thy late life memory is lefte, 
Ne can thy irrevocable defteny bee wefte.’ 


37° 
‘“‘ Fond Proteus, father of falfe prophecis ! 
And they more fond that credit to thee give ! 
Not this the worke of womans hand ywis, 
That fo deepe wound through thefe deare members 
drive. 
I feared love; but they that love doe live, 
But they that dye doe nether love nor hate: 


“ piteous mone and deare wayment.| Todd in his Di&. truly ftates 
that “ wayment” for /ament is obfolete. It occurs in Chaucer’s ** Troilus 
and Creffeid:” ii. 65, and in Drayton’s «*Shepherd’s Garland,” 1593, as 
fhown in our note on p. gI of this vol. C. 

* with fad complement.) i.e. with fad completion: they filled up the 
intervals of her lamentation. C. 

Y defteny bee wefte.| Be waved, avoided, removed. Cuurcn. We 
have before had ‘* wefte” ufed as the paft tenfe of the verb to waft 
and fuch, indeed, may be its meaning here. C. 
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Nath’leffe to thee thy folly I forgive ; 
And to my felfe, and to accurfed fate, 

The guilt I doe afcribe: deare wifedom bought too late! 

30. 

“© OQ! what availes it of immortall feed 
To beene ybredd and never borne to dye? 
Farre better I it deeme to die with fpeed 
Then watfte in woe and waylfull miferye: 
Who dyes, the utmoft dolor doth abye ;” 
But who that lives is lefte to waile his loffe : 
So life is loffe, and death felicity : 

Sad life worfe then glad death; and greater crofle 
To fee frends grave, then dead the grave felf to engroffe. 
Je 

‘“‘ But if the heavens did his dayes envie, 
And my fhort blis maligne, yet mote they well 
Thus much afford me, eré that he did die, 
That the dim eies of my deare Marinell 
I mote have clofed, and him bed farewell, 
Sith other offices for mother meet 
They would not graunt*—— 

- Yett, maulgre them, farewell, my fweeteft {weet ! 
Farewell, my {weeteft fonne, till we againe may meet!” 
40. 

Thus when they all had forowed their fill, 
They foftly gan to fearch his griefly wownd : 
And, that they might him handle more at will, 


2 the utmof? dolor doth abye.| *« Abye” is abide, fuffer, or endure, as 
we have already feen in this vol. pp. 155, 226. C. 

a They would not graunt.| ‘This is one of Spenfer’s incomplete lines 
—perhaps left fo purpofely, to fhow more effectually the grief of a 
mother, who fuddenly breaks off from an accufation of the heavens to 
bid farewell to her dead offspring. The laft line in this ftanza varies 
in the old copies: we give the text of the 4to. 1590; but fubfequent 
impreffions alter the lait fix words thus: ‘ fith we no more fhall meet” 
—which were preferred by Church, but for no fufficient reafon. C. 


II. 19, 18. 


 ——————— 
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They him difarmd ; and, fpredding on the grownd 
Their watchet mantles? frindgd with filver rownd, 
They foftly wipt away the gelly blood 
From th’ orifice; which having well upbownd, 
They pourd in foveraine balme and Nedtar good,° 
Good both for erthly med’cine and for hevenly food. 
Al. 
Tho when the lilly handed Liagore® 
(This Liagore whilome had learned {kill 
In leaches craft, by great Apolloes lore, 
Sith her whilome upon high Pindus hill 
He loved, and at laft her wombe did fill 
With hevenly feed, whereof wife Pzon fprong) 
Did feele his pulfe, fhee knew there ftaied ftill 
Some litle life his feeble fprites emong ; 
Which to his mother told, defpeyre the from her flong. 
42. 
Tho up him taking in their tender hands, 
They eafely unto her charett beare: 
Her teme at her commaundement quiet ftands, 
Whiles they the corfe into her wagon reare, 


> Their watchet mantles.] The word ‘ watchet” was formerly com- 
mon for d/ue. See Cotgrave’s Dict. in v. Cotour. “ Blew or watchet 
colour, couleur pers.” See again F. Q. iv. ii. 27. Toop. 

° They pourd in foveraine balme and NeGar good.| So Venus in the 
cure of Aineas, Virg. AEn. xii. 419 :— ' 

<§ Spargitque falubres 
*«* Ambrofiz fuccos et odoriferam panaceam.” 
And Thetis pours in neétar to preferve the body of Patroclus from cor- 
ruption, Hom. II. o’. 38 :— 
Tlarecxhw 0” avr’ duBpootyy nad véxrae épvbpdy 
Lrave nara pivay, iva ot ypws éumedos ein. Upron. 

4 Tho when the lilly handed Liagore.] Lilly handed, Xevnddevos. 
Liagore was one of the daughters of Nereus, according to Hefiod, Ozoy. 
ver. 257. But this mythology is partly our poet’s own, and partly bor- 
rowed from the ftory of Apollo’s ravifhing Oenone, and teaching her 
the fecrets and ufes of medicinal herbs. He fays Pezon was born of 
Liagore and Apollo: Paon was phyfician of the gods, and is men- 
tioned in Homer, I]. ¢. 401, and goo. Upron. 
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And ftrowe with flowres the lamentable beare. 
Then all the reft into their coches clim, 
And through the brackifh waves their paffage fhear : 
Upon great Neptunes necke they foftly {wim, 
And to her watry chamber fwiftly carry him. 
43. 
Deepe in the bottome of the fea her bowre 
Is built of hollow billowes heaped hye, 
Like to thicke clouds that threat a ftormy fhowre, 
And vauted all within, like to the Skye, 
In which the Gods doe dwell eternally : 
There they him laide in eafy couch well dight, 
And fent in hafte for Tryphon, to apply 
Salves to his wounds, and medicines of might ; 
For Tryphon of fea gods the foveraine leach is hight. 
44. 
The whiles the Nymphes fitt all about him rownd, 
Lamenting his mifhap and heavy plight ; 
And ofte his mother, vewing his wide wownd, 
Curfed the hand that did fo deadly fmight 
Her deareft fonne, her deareft harts delight : 
But none of all thofe curfes overtooke 
The warlike Maide, th’ enfample of that might ; 
But fairely well fhee thryvd, and well did brooke 
Her noble deedes, ne her right courfe for ought forfooke. 
45. 
Yet did falfe Archimage her ftill purfew, 
To bring to paffe his mifchievous intent, 
Now that he had her fingled from the crew 
Of courteous knights, the Prince and Fary gent, 
Whom late in chace of beauty excellent 
Shee lefte, purfewing that fame fofter ftrong ; 
Of whofe fowle outrage they impatient, 
And full of firy zele, him followed long, 


To refkew her from fhame, and to revenge her wrong. 
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46. 
Through thick and thin, through mountains and through 
playns, 
Thofe two gret champions did attonce purfew 
The fearefull damzell with inceffant payns ; 
Who from them fled, as light-foot hare from vew 
Of hunter fwifte and fent of howndes trew. 
At laft they came unto a double way; 
Where, doubtfull which to take, her to refkew, 
Themfelves they did difpart, each to affay 
Whether more happy were to win fo goodly pray. 
47- 
But Timias, the Princes gentle Squyre, 
That Ladies love unto his Lord forlent,° 
And with proud envy and indignant yre 
After that wicked fofter fiercely went : 
So beene they three three fondry wayes ybent ; 
But fayreft fortune to the Prince befell, 
Whofe chaunce it was, that foone he did repent, 
To take that way in which that Damozell 
Was fledd afore, affraid of him as feend of hell. 
48. 
At laft of her far of ‘ he gained vew. 
Then gan he frefhly pricke his fomy fteed, 


°* unto his Lord forlent.| <« Forlent” is notin Richardfon’s Diétionary ; 
but Upton feems wrong in interpreting it Jefore Jeft: it might mean 
utterly left. There is difficulty alfo in Church’s explanation—“ perhaps 
‘ forlent’ means left.’” However, fuch appears to be the fenfe of the 
poet, although we know not in what way he arrived (excepting in the 
compulfion of the rhyme) at fuch a paft tenfe of for/eave, which is alfo 
wanting in our dictionaries. ‘Todd, in his ** Johnfon,” has fore/end, to 
which he afligns the fenfe of “to give beforehand,” and he cites this 
paffage of Spenfer as his example. Richardfon has for-/eft. C. 

' At laft of her far of.| Here “ of” ftands for of in all the old edi- 
tions, although Todd and others (not Profeffor Child, who adheres 
ftriétly to the ancient impreflions) have printed off, without notice. 
The fenfe is perfectly intelligible without, even thus far, perverting the 
undifputed text of the time. C. 
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And ever as he nigher to her drew, 

So evermore he did increafe his fpeed, 

And of each turning ftill kept wary heed: 
Alowd to her he oftentimes did call, 

To doe away vaine doubt and needleffe dreed : 


Full myld to her he fpake, and oft let fall 
Many meeke wordes to ftay and comfort her withall. 


49. 
But nothing might relent her hafty flight, 
So deepe the deadly feare of that foule {waine 
Was earft impreffed in her gentle fpright. 
Like as a fearefull Dove, which through the raine 
Of the wide ayre her way does cut amaine, 
Having farre off efpyde a Taffell gent,’ 
Which after her his nimble winges doth ftraine, 
Doubleth her haft for feare to bee for-hent,” 
And with her pineons cleaves the liquid firmament. 
SO. 
With no leffe haft, and eke with no leffe dreed, 
That fearefull Ladie fledd from him, that ment 
To her no evill thought nor evill deed ; 
Yet former feare of being fowly fhent' 
Carried her forward with her firft intent: | 
And though, oft looking backward, well fhe vewde | i 
Her felfe freed from that fofter infolent, 
And that it was a knight which now her fewde, 
Yet fhe no leffe the knight feard then that villein rude. 


& a Tafell gent.| “Taffell” is the male of the go/shawk. It fhould 
be written terce/, or tierce/, from the Italian, terzuo/o; which name it 
is faid to have obtained, becaufe it is a tierce, or third lefs than the 
female. Topp. Shakefpeare has Taffel-gentle in «« Romeo and Juliet,” 
OG nee 

b for feare to bee for-hent.| So Spenfer’s own editions read; but the 
folios read fore-hent, which is right 5 that is, taken before fbe can 
efcape. Urron. ‘ For-hent”? may mean atterly taken. C. 

i of being fowly fbent.| Foully difbonoured. ‘Yo fhend isa verb of 
wide fignification, fometimes meaning no more than to rebuke, reprove, 


or even to feold. See St. 58 of this canto, and vol. 1. p. 97. Cc. 
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Se 

His uncouth fhield and ftraunge armes her difmayd, 
Whofe like in Faery lond were feldom feene, 
That faft fhe from him fledd, no leffe afrayd 
Then of wilde beaftes if fhe had chafed beene; 
Yet he her followd fill with corage keene 
So long, that now the golden Hefperus 
Was mounted high in top of heaven fheene, 
And warnd his other brethren joyeous 

To light their bleffed lamps in Joves eternall hous. 

52 

All fuddeinly dim wox the dampifh ayre, 
And griefly fhadowes covered heaven bright, 
That now with thoufand ftarres was decked fayre: 
Which when the Prince beheld, a lothfull fight, 
And that perforce, for want of lenger light, 
He mote furceaffe his fuit, and lofe the hope 
Of his long labour, he gan fowly wyte* 
His wicked fortune that had turnd aflope, 

And curfed night that reft from him fo goodly fcope. 


Tho, when her wayes he could no more defery, 
But to and fro at difaventure ftrayd ; 
Like as a fhip, whofe Lodeftar fuddeinly 
Covered with cloudes her Pilott hath difmayd ; 
His wearifome purfuit perforce he ftayd, 
And from his loftie fteed di{mounting low 
Did let him forage. Downe himfelfe he layd 
Upon the graffy ground to fleepe a throw: ' 
The cold earth was his couch, the hard fteele his pillow. 


k be gan fowly wyte.] To “ wyte” or wite is to blame, to complain 
of: fee vol. 1. pp. 97 and 101, where E. K. gives **to blame the 
blamelefs herd groom,” as the meaning of Spenfer’s to ** wite the witeleffe 
herd groome.” See alfo this vol. p. 309. C 


9 
| to fleepe a throw.| A fhort fpace, a little while. Cuurcn. 
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$4. 
But gentle Sleepe envyde him any reft: 
In ftead thereof fad forow and difdaine 
Of his hard hap did vexe his noble brett, 
And thoufand Fancies bett his ydle brayne 
With their light wings, the fights of femblants vaine. 
Oft did he with that Lady faire mote bee 
His Faery Queene, for whom he did complaine, 
Or that his Faery Queene were fuch as fhee ; 
And ever hafty Night he blamed bitterlie. 
55. 

«Night! thou foule Mother of annoyaunce fad, 
Sifter of heavie death, and nourfe of woe, 
Which waft begot in heaven, but for thy bad 
And brutifh fhape thruft downe to hell below, 
Where, by the grim floud of Cocytus flow, 
Thy dwelling is in Herebus black hous, 

(Black Herebus, thy hufband, is the foe 
Of all the Gods,) where thou ungratious 

Halfe of thy dayes doeft lead in horrour hideous. 

ile 

«© What had th’ eternall Maker need of thee 
The world in his continuall courfe to keepe, 
That doeft all thinges deface, ne letteft {ee 
The beautie of his worke? Indeed, in fleepe 
The flouthfull body that doth love to fteep 
His luftleffe limbes, and drowne his bafer mind, 
Doth praife thee oft, and oft from Stygian deepe 
Calles thee his goddeffe, in his errour blind, 

And great Dame Natures handmaide chearing every 

kind. 


57. 
<¢ But well I wote, that to an heavy hart 
Thou art the roote and nourfe of bitter cares, 
Breeder of new, renewer of old {marts: 
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In ftead of reft thou lendeft rayling teares ;™ 
In ftead of fleepe thou fendeft troublous feares 
And dreadfull vifions, in the which alive 
The dreary image of fad death appeares : 
So from the wearie fpirit thou doeft drive 
Defired reft, and men of happineffe deprive. 
58. 

“‘ Under thy mantle black there hidden lye 
Light-fhonning thefte, and traiterous intent, 
Abhorred bloodthed, and vile felony, 
Shamefull deceipt, and daunger imminent, 
Fowle horror, and eke hellith dreriment: 
All thefe, I wote, in thy protection bee, 
And light doe fhonne for feare of being fhent ; 
For light ylike is loth’d of them and thee; 

And all that lewdneffe love doe hate the light to fee. 


“‘ For day difcovers all difhoneft wayes, 
And fheweth each thing as it is in deed: 
The prayfes of high God he faire difplayes, 
And his large bountie rightly doth areed : 
Dayes deareft children be the bleffed feed® 
Which darkneffe fhall fubdue and heaven win: 
Truth is his daughter ; he her firft did breed 
Mott facred virgin without fpot of finne. 
Our life is day, but death with darkneffe doth begin. 
60. 


“‘Q! when will day then turne to me againe, 


™ thou lendef? rayling teares.| ears trickling down. See the note 
onaile; EF. O14. vi. 43. [ Vol“ apie 7 Ge ees ane 

" Dayes deareft children be the bleffed feed.| This is the emendation 
of the fecond edition, to which every fubfequent one has adhered. The 
firft reads, 

‘The children of day be,” &c. ‘Toop. 

We adopt the change (which may have been Spenfer’s), as an improve- 
ment both of the meaning and metre: the line as it ftood originally was 
harfh and uncouth. C. 
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And bring with him his long expected light ? 
O Titan! haft to reare thy joyous waine ; 
Speed thee to {pred abroad thy beames bright, 
And chace away this too long lingring night; 
Chace her away, from whence fhe came, to hell : 
She, fhe it is, that hath me done defpight : 
There let her with the damned {fpirits dwell, 
And yield her rowme to day that can it governe well.” 
61. 
Thus did the Prince that wearie night outweare 
In reftleffe anguifh and unqutet paine ; 
And earely, ere the morrow did upreare 
His deawy head out of the Ocean maine, 
He up arofe, as halfe in great difdaine, 
And clombe unto his fteed. So forth he went 
With heavy looke and lumpifh pace, that plaine 
In him bewraid great grudge and maltalent :° 


His fteed eke feemd t’ apply his fteps to his intent. 


° great grudge and maltalent.]| Ill-will, or /pleen. So Sorrow is 

defcribed tearing her hair, in Chaucer’s “* Rom. R.” 330:— 

<¢ As fhe that had it all to rent 

<¢ For anere and for male talent.” 
So malenthalenté, in old French, fignifies an i//-minded perfon. See 
Cotgrave’s Dict. in V. Topp. ‘The word alfo occurs, as Richardfon 
fhows, in ‘‘ The Merchants Second Tale,” imputed to Chaucer; but 
Chaucer and Spenfer feem the only writers in whofe works it has been 
yet found. C. 


CyACNG TAO) gaye 


Prince Arthur heares of Florimell : 
three fofters Timias wound ; 

Belphebe findes him almoft dead, 
and reareth out of fownd. 


li 
<i ONDER it is to fee in diverfe mindes 
How diverfly love doth his pageaunts 
play, 
AN And fhewes his powre in variable kindes : 
YZ 3G The bafer wit, whofe ydle thoughts al- 


way 
Are wont to cleave unto the lowly clay, 
It ftirreth up to fenfuall defire, 
And in lewd flouth to waft his careleffe day ; 
But in brave fprite it kindles goodly fire, 
That to all high defert and honour doth afpire. 
2. 
Ne fuffereth it uncomely idleneffe 
In his free thought to build her fluggith neft, 
Ne fuffereth it thought of ungentlenefle 
Ever to creepe into his noble breft ; 


But to the higheft and the worthieft 


2 and reareth out of fownd.| ‘*Sownd” is one of the various old 
and arbitrary forms of /woon: here the rhyme required it. C. 
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Lifteth it up that els would lowly fall : 

It lettes not fall, it lettes it not to reft ; 

It lettes not fcarfe this Prince to breath at all, 
But to his firft pourfuit him forward ftill doth call. 


te 

Who long time wandred through the foreft wyde 
To finde fome iffue thence; till that at laft® 
He met a Dwarfe that feemed terrifyde 
With fome late perill which he hardly patt, 
Or other accident which him aghatt ; 
Of whom he afked, whence he lately came, 
And whether now he traveiled fo faft? 

For fore he fwat, and, ronning through that fame 
Thicke foreft, was befcracht and both his feet nigh lame. 
4. 

Panting for breath, and almoft out of hart, 
The Dwarfe him anfwerd; ‘ Sir, ill mote I ftay 
To tell the fame: I lately did depart 
From Faery court, where I have many a day 
Served a gentle Lady of great {way 
And high accompt through out all Elfin land, 
Who lately left the fame, and tooke this way. 
- Her now I feeke ; and if ye underftand 
Which way fhe fared hath, good Sir, tell out of hand.” 


i 
«© What mifter wight,” * (faide he) ‘* and how arayd?” 
“© Royally clad” (quoth he) << in cloth of gold, 
As meeteft may befeeme a noble mayd : 
Her faire lockes in rich circlet be enrold, 
A fayrer wight did never Sunne behold ; 
And on a Palfrey rydes more white then fnow, 


Yet fhe her felfe is whiter manifold. 


b ¢il/ that at laf?.] So the 4tos. 1590 and 1596. ‘The folios read, 
“till at the laft.”” CHurcH. 
¢ What mifter wight.) What manner of perfon: fee this vol. p.g. C. 
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The fureft figne, whereby ye may her know, 
Is that fhe is the faireft wight alive, I trow.” 
‘bh 
“* Now certes, {waine,” (faide he) ‘* fuch one, I weene, 
Faft flying through this foreft from her fo, 
A foule ill-favoured fofter, I have feene : 
Her felfe, well as I might, I refkewd tho, 
But could not ftay, fo faft fhe did foregoe, 
Carried away with wings of f{peedy feare.” 
‘“* Ah, deareft God!” (quoth he) ‘ that is great woe, 
And wondrous ruth to all that fhall it heare: 
But can ye read, Sir, how I may her finde, or where ?” 
Th 
“« Perdy, me lever were to weeten that,” 
(Saide he) “* then ranfome of the richeft knight, 
Or all the good that ever yet I gat: 
But froward fortune, and too forward Night, 
Such happineffe did, maulgre, to me fpight, 
And fro me reft both life and light attone. 
But, Dwarfe, aread what is that Lady bright 
That through this forreft wandreth thus alone? 
For of her errour ftraunge I have great ruth and mone.” 
8. 
‘* That Ladie is,’”’ (quoth he) “ where fo the bee, 
The bountieft virgin and moft debonaire 
That ever living eye, I weene, did fee. 
Lives none this day that may with her compare 
In ftedfaft chaftitie and vertue rare, 
The goodly ornaments of beautie bright ; 
And is ycleped Florimell the fayre, 
Faire Florimell belov’d of many a knight, 
Yet fhe loves none but one, that Marinell is hight. 


9. 
«< A Sea-nymphes fonne, that Marinell is hight, 
Of my deare Dame is loved dearely well : 
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In other none, but him, fhe fets delight ; 
All her delight is fet on Marinell, 
But he fets nought at all by Florimell ; 
For Ladies love his mother long ygoe 
Did him, they fay, forwarne through facred fpell : 
But fame now flies, that of a forreine foe 
He is yflaine, which is the ground of all our woe. 
To: 

‘¢ Hive daies there be fince he (they fay) was flaine, 
And fowre fince Florimell the Court forwent, 
And vowed never to returne againe, 

Till him alive or dead fhe did invent. 
Therefore, faire Sir, for love of knighthood gent, 
And honour of trew Ladies, if ye may 
By your good counfell, or bold hardiment, 
Or fuccour her, or me direct the way, 
Do one or other good, I you moft humbly pray. 
[ey 

«¢ So may ye gaine to you full great renowme 
Of all good Ladies through the worlde fo wide, 
And haply in her hart finde higheft rowme 
Of whom ye feeke to be moft magnifide ; 

At leaft eternall meede fhall you abide.” 
To whom the Prince: “‘ Dwarfe, comfort to thee take, 
For till thou tidings learne what her betide, 
I here avow thee never to forfake. 
Ill weares he armes, that nill them ufe for Ladies fake. 
122 
So with the Dwarfe he back retourn’d againe, 
To feeke his Lady where he mote her finde ; 
But by the way he greatly gan complaine 
The want of his good Squire late left behinde, 
For whom he wondrous penfive grew in minde, 
For doubt of daunger which mote him betide ; 
For him he loved above all mankinde, 
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Having him trew and faithfull ever tride, 
And bold, as ever Squyre that waited by knights fide : 
gy 
Who all this while full hardly was affayd 
Of deadly daunger, which to him betidd ; 
For whiles his Lord purfewd that noble Mayd, 
After that fofter fowle he fiercely ridd 
To bene avenged of the fhame he did 
To that faire Damzell: Him he chaced long 
Through the thicke woods wherein he would have hid 
His fhamefull head from his avengement ftrong, 
And oft him threatned death for his outrageous wrong. 


T4. 
Nathleffe the villein fped himfelfe fo well, 
Whether through {wiftnefle of his fpeedie beaft,? 
Or knowledge of thofe woods where he did dwell, 
That fhortly he from daunger was releaft, 
And out of fight efcaped at the leaft : 
Yet not efcaped from the dew reward 
Of his bad deedes, which daily he increaft, 
Ne ceafed not, till him oppreffed hard 
The heavie plague that for fuch leachours is prepard. 
igs 
For foone as he was vanifht out of fight, 
His coward courage gan emboldned bee, 
And caft tavenge him of that fowle defpight 
Which he had borne of his bold enimee: 
Tho to his brethren came, for they were three 
Ungratious children of one graceleffe fyre,° 
And unto them complayned how that he 


4 bis fpeedie beaft.| The poet, I think, has forgot himfelf. See B. iii. 
C. i. St. 17, [this vol. p. 344.] CuHurcu. 
© Lho to his brethren came, for they were three 
Ungratious children of one graceleffe fyre.| Perhaps alluding to the 
threefold diftin€tion of Juftful defire, viz. the luft of the eye, the luft of 
the ear, and the luft of the flefh: ‘* Mulier vifa, audita, taéta.” Upron. 
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Had ufed beene of that foolehardie Squyre: 
So them with bitter words he ftird to bloodie yre. 
16. 
Forthwith themfelves with their fad inftruments 
Of fpoyle and murder they gan arme bylive, 
And with him foorth into the forreft went 
To wreake the wrath, which he did earft revive 
In there fterne brefts, on him which late did drive 
Their brother to reproch and fhamefull flight ; 
For they had vow’d that never he alive 
Out of that foreft fhould efcape their might: 
Vile rancour their rude harts had fild with fuch defpight. 
ne 
Within that wood there was a covert glade, 
Foreby a narrow foord, to them well knowne, 
Through which it was uneath for wight to wade ;' 
And now by fortune it was overflowne. 
By that fame way they knew that Squyre unknowne 
Mote algates pafle: for thy themfelves they fet 
There in await with thicke woods overgrowne, 
And all the while their malice they did whet 
With cruell threats his paffage through the ford to let. 
7 toe 
It fortuned, as they devifed had: 
The gentle Squyre came ryding that fame way, 
Unweeting of their wile and treafon bad, 
And through the ford to paffen did aflay ; 
But that fierce fofter, which late fled away, 
Stoutly foorth ftepping on the further fhore, 
Him boldly bad his paflage there to ftay, 
Till he had made amends, and full reftore 
For all the damage which he had him doen afore. 


€ for wight to wade.| Another proof of the facility with which old 
printers confounded the letters w and m: wade” is made in the 4to, 
1590, but not afterwards; the miftake having been pointed out in the 
errata to that edition. C. 
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19. 
With that at him a quiv’ring dart he threw, 
With fo fell force, and villeinous defpite, 
That through his haberjeon the forkehead flew, 
And through the linked mayles empierced quite, 
But had no powre in his foft flefh to bite. 
That ftroke the hardy Squire did fore difpleafe, 
But more that him he could not come to {mite ; 
For by no meanes the high banke he could feafe, 
But labour’d long in that deepe ford with vaine difeafe. 
20. 
And ftill the fofter with his long bore-fpeare 
Him kept from landing at his wifhed will. 
Anone one fent out of the thicket neare 
A cruell fhaft, headed with deadly ill, 
And fethered with an unlucky quill : 
The wicked fteele ftayd not till it did light 
In his left thigh, and deepely did it thrill. 
Exceeding griefe that wound in him empight, 
But more that with his foes he could not come to fight. 
QI. 

At laft, through wrath and vengeaunce making way, 
He on the bancke arryvd with mickle payne, 
Where the third brother him did fore aflay, 

And drove at him with all his might and mayne 
A. foreft-bill, which both his hands did ftrayne ; 

But warily he did avoide the blow, 

And with his fpeare requited him agayne, 

That both his fides were thrilled with the throw, 

And a large ftreame of blood? out of the wound did flow. 


® And a large ftreame of blood.| Nobody has remarked upon a dif- 
crepancy here between the old copies: in the 4to. 1590 the text is, 
“ And a large ftreame of flood;” but flood is a manifett mifprint for 
‘ blood,” which is rightly adopted in later impreffions. In St. 19, 
“‘no powre” is mifprinted “‘ zw powre,” in the firft edition. C. 
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22. 
He, tombling downe, with gnafhing teeth did bite 
The bitter earth, and bad to lett him in 
Into the balefull houfe of endleffe night, 
Where wicked ghofts doe waile their former fin. 
Tho gan the battaile frefhly to begin ; 
For nathemore for that f{pectacle bad 
Did th’ other two their cruell vengeaunce blin," 
But both attonce on both fides him beftad, 
And load upon him layd his life for to have had. 
Die 
Tho when that villayn he aviz’d, which late 
Affrighted had the faireft Florimell, 
Full of fiers fury and indignant hate 
To him he turned, and with rigor fell 
Smote him fo rudely on the Pannikell,' 
That to the chin he clefte’ his head in twaine. 
Downe on the ground his carkas groveling fell : 
His finfull fowle with defperate difdaine 
Out of her flefhly ferme“ fled to the place of paine. 
24. 
That feeing, now the only laft of three 
Who with that wicked fhafte him wounded had, 
Trembling with horror, as that did forefee 
The fearefull end of his avengement fad, 


b their cruell vengeaunce blin,| Church was for reading * blin” “iz 5 
and the meaning, if not the word, is the fame, as many examples would 
eftablifh: to «‘blin” and to 4z are both to cea/e, or finifbs; the firft 
being only /m with the ordinary prefix de, 1. e. de/im, or “blin.” C. 

i on the Pannikell.| The brainpan, the feull, the crown of the head. 


Ital. panniculas Fr. pannicule. Upron. 


k Out of her flefhly ferme.| Farms here perhaps in the fenfe of 
lodging-houfe: Sax. feorm, [or fearm,] hofpitium. See Manning’s edi- 
tion of Lye’s Saxon Ditionary, in v. feorm. Compare Cic. De Sen. 
xxiii. “ Ex vita ita difcedo, tanquam ex ho/pitio.” ‘Topp. We, pro- 
bably;-bad)‘Siermed? fromthe: Pr." .C. 
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Through which he follow fhould his brethren bad, 
His booteleffe bow in feeble hand upcaught, 
And therewith fhott an arrow at the lad; 
Which fayntly fluttring {carce his helmet raught, 
And glauncing fel to ground, but him annoyed naught. 
a 
With that he would have fled into the wood ; 
But Timias him lightly overhent, 
Right as he entring was into the flood, 
And ftrooke at him with force fo violent, 
That headleffe him into the foord he fent: 
The carcas with the ftreame was carried downe, 
But th’ head fell backeward on the Continent ; 
So mifchief fel upon the meaners crowne. 
They three be dead with fhame, the Squire lives with 
renowne. 
26. 
He lives, but takes fmall joy of his renowne ; 
For of that cruell wound he bled fo fore, 
That from his fteed he fell in deadly f{wowne: 
Yet ftill the blood forth gufht in fo great ftore, 
That he lay wallowd all in his owne gore. 
Now God thee keepe, thou gentleft {quire alive, 
Els fhall thy loving Lord thee fee no more ; 
But both of comfort him thou fhalt deprive, 
And eke thy felfe of honor which thou didft atchive. 
O74 
Providence hevenly paffeth living thought, 
And doth for wretched mens reliefe make way ; 
For loe! great grace or fortune thether brought 
Comfort to him that comfortleffe now lay. 
In thofe fame woods ye well remember may 
How that a noble huntereffe did wonne, 
Shee, that bafe Braggadochio did affray, 
And made him faft out of the foreft ronne ; 
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Belphoebe was her name, as faire as Phoebus funne.' 
oo 
Shee on a day, as fhee purfewd the chace 
Of fome wilde beaft, which with her arrowes keene 
She wounded had, the fame along did trace 
By traét of blood, which fhe had frefhly feene 
To have befprinckled all the grafly greene: 
By the great perfue™ which fhe there perceav’d, 
Well hoped fhee the beaft engor’d had beene, 
And made more hafte the life to have bereav’d: 
But ah! her expectation greatly was deceav’d. 
Mle 
Shortly fhe came whereas that woefull Squire, 
With blood deformed, lay in deadly {wownd ; 
In whofe faire eyes, like lamps of quenched fire, 
The Chriftall humor ftood congealed rownd ; 
His locks, like faded leavés fallen to grownd, 
Knotted with blood in bounches rudely ran ; 
And his fweete lips, on which before that ftownd 
The bud of youth to bloffome faire began, 
Spoild of their rofy red were woxen pale and wan. 
Ro. 
Saw never living eie more heavy fight, 
That could have made a rocke of ftone to rew, 


| gs faire as Phacbus funne.] As Spenfer is generally exact in making 
the rhyme catch the eye as well as the ear, I fhould have made no doubt 
that he gave ‘as faire as Phoebus fone,” though he had never {pelt the 
word fon in like manner elfewhere: but the reader muft have obferved 
that he writes fonne for fom in a hundred places. ‘The poet plainly 
means Phaeton. So, in F. Q. 1. iv. g [vol. 1. p. 229] :— 

«‘ Exceeding fhone, like Phoebus fayre/? childe.” CHurcn. 
The folio of 1679, Hughes, and Tonfon’s edition in 1758, have chofen 
to print it faz. But Mr. Church, I think, is right. ‘Topp. It is 
<funne ” in all the old copies. C. 

m By the great perfue.| ‘ Perfue” is evidently the track of the beaft, 
and the word may be technical,—the great means of purfuit afforded 
by the blood of the animal. We know of no inftance of the ufe of the 
word ‘ purfue” in the fame way. C. 
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Or rive in twaine: which when that Lady bright, 
Befides all hope, with melting eies did vew, 
All fuddeinly abafht fhee chaunged hew, 
And with fterne horror backward gan to ftart ; 
But when fhee better him beheld” fhee grew 
Full of foft paffion and unwonted {mart : 

The point of pitty perced through her tender hart. 

ah 

Meekely fhee bowed downe, to weete if life 
Yett in his frofen members did remaine ; 
And, feeling by his pulfes beating rife 
That the weake fowle her feat did yett retaine, 
Shee caft to comfort him with bufy paine. 
His double folded necke fhe reard upright, 
And rubd his temples and each trembling vaine ; 
His mayled haberjeon fhe did undight, 

And from his head his heavy burganet did light. 

OK 

Into the woods thenceforth in hafte fhee went, 
To feeke for hearbes that mote him remedy ; 
For fhee of herbes had great intendiment,° 
Taught of the Nymphe which from her infancy 
Her nourced had in trew Nobility : 
There, whether yt divine ‘Tobacco? were, 


> But when fhee better him beheld.| It is ** bitter him beheld” in 
the 4to. 1590 only. ‘The fame eafy mifprint is met with in Shake- 
fpeare’s ‘Henry IV.” Pt. 2. A. ii. Sc. 1. where “I have heard better 
news,” ftands ‘< ditter news” in the 4tos. and folios. C. 

° had great intendiment.| Ital. intendimentos intendment, under- 
ftanding. Upron. Shakefpeare and other authors fometimes ufe “ in- 
tendment” for intentions; but Spenfer feems to take his etymology of 
“‘intendiment ” from the Fr. extendre. C. 

P divine Tobacco.) ‘Tobacco was, at this time, but newly difcovered 
to the Englifh, and not an ordinary herb, as it is at prefent. Probably 
tobacco is here mentioned with fo much honour, with intent to pay a 
compliment to Sir Walter Raleigh, our author’s friend and patron, who 
firft introduced and ufed tobacco in England in 1584. ‘T. Warton. 
The very clever, but unknown, author of the poem called ‘* The Meta- 
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Or Panacheza, or Polygony,‘ 
Shee fownd, and brought it to her patient deare, 
Who al this while lay bleding out his hart-blood neare. 
seh 
The foveraine weede betwixt two marbles plaine 
Shee pownded fmall, and did in peeces bruze ; 
And then atweene her lilly handes twaine 
Into his wound the juice thereof did {cruze ;* 
And round about, as fhe could well it uze, 
The flefh therewith fhe fuppled and did fteepe, 
T’ abate all fpafme, and foke the {welling bruze ; 
And, after having fearcht the intufe deepe, 
She with her fcarf did bind the wound from cold to keepe. 
34 
By this he had {weet life recur’d agayne, 
And, groning inly deepe, at laft his etes, 
His watry eies drizling like deawy rayne, 
He up gan lifte toward the azure fkies, 
From whence defcend all hopeleffe remedies : 
Therewith he figh’d; and, turning him afide, 
The goodly Maide, ful of divinities 
And gifts of heavenly grace, he by him fpide, 
Her bow and gilden quiver lying him befide. 
35+ 
«Mercy, deare Lord!” (faid he) ‘ what grace is this 
That thou haft fhewed to me finfull wight, 
To fend thine Angell from her bowre of blis 


morphofis of Tobacco,” 4to. 1602, thus burfts out in praife of it :— 
«© The marrow of the world, ftarre of the Weft, 
The pearle whereby this lower Orbe is blett ; 
The joy of mortals, umpire of all ftrife, 
Delight of nature, Mithridate of life.” 
It was as the “ methridate of life” that Belphoebe applied it to the 
Sguire’s wounds. C. 
4 Or Panachea, or Polygony.| Panacea is mentioned in the cure of 
fEneas, Virg. Ain. xii. 419. Upron. 
E dia jeraue.| queers. wee aio FQ. ue xin $63 this vol. p. 323. C. 
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C5 


To comfort me in my diftreffed plight. 

Angell, or Goddeffe doe I call thee right ? 

What fervice may I doe unto thee meete, 

That haft from darkenes me returnd to light, 
And with thy hevenly falves and med’cines fweete 

Haft dreft my finfull wounds? I kiffe thy blefied feete.” 

6 hi) 

Thereat fhe blufhing faid ; «Ah! gentle Squire, 
Nor Goddeffe I, nor Angell ; but the Mayd 
And daughter of a woody Nymphe, defire 
No fervice but thy fafety and ayd; 

Which if thou gaine, I fhalbe well apayd. 
Wee mortall wights, whofe lives and fortunes bee 
To commun accidents ftil open layd, 
Are bownd with commun bond of frailtee, 
To fuccor wretched wights whom we captived fee.” 
37: 
By this her Damzells, which the former chace 
Had undertaken after her, arryv’d, 
As did Belphcebe,' in the bloody place, 
And thereby deemd the beaft had bene depriv’d 
Of life, whom late their ladies arow ryv'd: 
For thy the bloody traé& they followd faft, 
And every one to ronne the {wiftett firyv'd ; 
But two of them the reft far overpatt, 
And where their Lady was arrived at the laft. 
38. 

Where when they faw that goodly boy with blood 
Defowled, and their Lady dreffe his wownd, 
They wondred much; and fhortly underftood 
How him in deadly cace theyr Lady fownd, 
And refkewed out of the heavy ftownd. 


* As did Belphehe.| The fenfe would perhaps be clearer if we could 
read, ** As bad Belphcebe,”’ i. e. as Belphcebe had done before them, 


viz. arrived ‘in the bloody place.” C. 
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Eftfoones his warlike courfer, which was ftrayd 
Farre in the woodes whiles that he lay in fwownd, 
She made thofe Damzels fearch ; which being ftayd, 
They did him fet theron, and forth with them convayd. 
39+ 
Into that foreft farre they thence him led, 
Where was their dwelling, in a pleafant glade 
With mountaines rownd about environed, 
And mightie woodes which did the valley fhade ; 
And like a ftately Theatre’ it made 
Spreading it felfe into a fpatious plaine: 
And in the midft a little river plaide 
Emongtt the pumy ftones," which feemd to plaine 
With gentle murmure that his cours they did reftraine.” 
40. 
Befide the fame a dainty place there lay, 
Planted with mirtle trees, and Jaurells greene, 
In which the birds fong many a lovely lay 
Of Gods high praife, and of their {weet loves teene,* 
As it an earthly Paradize had beene: 
In whofe enclofed fhadow there was pight 
A faire Pavilion, fcarcely to bee feene, 
_ The which was al within moft richly dight, 
That greateft Princes liking’ it mote well delight. 


t And like a ftately Theatre.| Compare Milton, “ Par. Loft,” B. iu. 
141 :— 


‘s a woody theatre 
<< Of /tatelief? view ar 2 ODD. 

« Emong/t the pumy flones.| Meaning ftriétly pumice ftones 5 but in 
«©The Shep. Cal.” for March (vol. i. p. 39) Spenfer ules pumies for 
ftones generally—* and oft the pumies latched.” C. 

w his cours they did reftraine.| This is the reading of the fecond 
edition, and is evidently a correction of the error in the firft, which 
reads, “ their cours.”” ‘Topp. 

x and of their fweet loves teene.| ‘'Teene” is, of courfe, forrow. C. 

Y That greateft Princes liking.| It is “liking” in the 4to. 15903 
but afterwards needlefsly altered to /iving. C. 
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ADs 
Thether they brought that wounded Squyre, and layd 
In eafie couch his feeble limbes to reft. 
He refted him awhile; and then the Mayd 
His readie wound with better falves new dreft : 
Daily fhe dreffed him, and did the beft, 
His grievous hurt to cuarifh,’” that fhe might ; 
That fhortly the his dolour hath redrett, 
And his foule fore reduced to faire plight : 
It fhe reduced, but himfelfe deftroyed quight. 
42. 
O foolifh phyfick, and unfruitfull paine, 
That heales up one, and makes another wound ! 
She his hurt thigh to him recurd againe, 
But hurt his hart, the which before was found, 
Through an unwary dart, which did rebownd 
From her faire eyes and gratious countenaunce. 
What bootes it him from death to be unbownd, 
To be captived in endleffe duraunce 
Of forrow and def{peyre without aleggeaunce !* 


Still as his wound did gather, and grow hole, 
So ftill his hart woxe fore, and health decayd : 
Madneffe to fave a part, and lofe the whole ! 
Still whenas he beheld the heavenly Mayd, 
Whiles dayly playfters to his wownd fhe layd, 
So ftill his Malady the more increaft, 
The whiles her matchleffe beautie him difmayd. 
Ah God! what other could he do at leaft, 

But love fo fayre a Lady that his life releaft ? 

44. 
Long while he ftrove in his corageous breft 


With reafon dew the paflion to fubdew, 


* His grievous hurt to guarifo.| Heal. Fr. guérir Cuurcn, 
* without alleggeaunce.| Alleviation. See B. Q. ili. ii, 15, [this 
vol. p. 367 ;] and “Shep. Cal.”? March, ver. 5. [vol.4. p. 35.] Topp 
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And love for to diflodge out of his nett : 


Still when her excellencies he did vew, 

Her foveraine bountie® and celeftiall hew, 
The fame to love he ftrongly was conftraynd ; 
But when his meane eftate he did revew, 

He from fuch hardy boldneffe was reftraynd, 

And of his luckleffe lott and cruell love thus playnd. 

45. 

« Unthankfull wretch,” (faid he) ‘is this the meed, 
With which her foverain mercy thou doeft quight ?° 
Thy life fhe faved by her gratious deed ; 

But thou doeft weene with villeinous defpight 
To blott her honour, and her heavenly light. 
Dye; rather dye, then fo difloyally 
Deeme of her high defert, or feeme fo light: 
Fayre death it is, to fhonne more fhame, to dy: 
Dye; rather dy, then ever love difloyally. 
46. 

“¢ But if to love difloyalty it bee, 

Shall I then hate her that from deathes dore 

Me brought? ah, farre be fuch reproch fro mee! 
What can I leffe doe then her love therefore, 
Sith I her dew reward cannot reftore? 

Dye; rather dye, and dying doe her ferve ; 
Dying her ferve, and living her adore ; 

Thy life fhe gave, thy life fhe doth deferve : 

Dye; rather dye, then ever from her fervice fwerve. 

47+ 

“« But, foolifh boy, what bootes thy fervice bace 
To her to whom the hevens doe ferve and few? 


> Her foveraine bountie.| He did not view Belphebe’s “ bounty,” 
but her deauty; and fo, though we venture upon no alteration, we ap- 
prehend the poet wrote. In like manner, in “The Merry Wives of 
Windfor,” (Shakefp. by Collier, edit. 1858, i. 182.) dounty is doubtlefs 
mifprinted for beauty. The miftake was eafy. C. 

© thou docft quight.| i.e. requite: all the poets of that day ufed 
guit and quite in the fame way. C. 
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Thou, a meane Squyre of meeke and lowly place ; 
She, hevenly borne and of celeftiall hew. 
How then? of all love taketh equall vew ; 
And doth not higheft God vouchfafe to take 
The love and fervice of the bafeft crew ? 
If fhe will not; dye meekly for her fake : 

Dye; rather dye, then ever fo faire love forfake!” 

48. 

Thus warreid he long time againft his will ; 
Till that through weaknefle he was forft at laft 
To yield himfelfe unto the mightie ill, 
Which, as a victour proud, gan ranfack faft 
His inward partes, and all his entrayles watt, 
That neither blood in face nor life in hart 
It left, but both did quite drye up and blaft; 
As percing levin, which the inner part 

Of every thing confumes, and calcineth by art. 


49. 
Which feeing fayre Bue gan to feare, 
Leaft that his wound were inly well not heald, 
Or that the wicked fteele empoyfned were : 
Litle fhee weend that love he clofe conceald. 
Yet ftill he wafted, as the {now congeald 
When the bright funne his beams theron doth beat : 
Yet never he his hart to her reveald ; 
But rather chofe to dye for forow great, 
Then with difhonorable termes her to entreat. 
LO. 
She, gracious Lady, yet no paines did fpare 
To doe him eafe, or doe him remedy. 
Many Reftoratives of vertues rare, 
And coftly Cordialles fhe did apply, 
To mitigate his ftubborne malady : 
But that {weet Cordiall, which can reftore 


A love-fick hart, fhe did to him envy ; 
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To him, and to all* th’ unworthy world forlore 

She did envy that foveraine falve in fecret ftore. 

ST, 

That daintie Rofe, the daughter of her Morne, 
More deare then life fhe tendered, whofe flowre 
The girlond of her honour did adorne: 

Ne fuffred fhe the Middayes fcorching powre, 
Ne the fharp Northerne wind thereon to fhowre ; 
But lapped up her filken leaves moft chayre,° 
When fo the froward fkye began to lowre ; 

But, foone as calmed was the chriftall ayre, 

She did it fayre difpred and let to florifh fayre.* 

set 

Eternall God, in his almightie powre, 

To make enfample of his heavenly grace, 

In Paradize whylome did plant this flowre ; 
Whence he it fetcht out of her native place, 
And did in ftocke of earthly flefh enrace,® 

That mortall men her glory fhould admyre. 
In gentle Ladies brefte, and bounteous race 

Of woman kind, it, fayreft Flowre, doth fpyre, 
And beareth fruit of honour and all chaft defyre. 


| ace 

Fayre ympes of beautie, whofe bright fhining beames 
Adorne the world with like to heavenly light, 
And to your willes both royalties and Reames 
Subdew, through conqueft of your wondrous might, 


4 76 him, and to all.| So the firft and fecond editions read. The 
reft omit the fecond ¢o. ‘Topp. 

© her filken leaves moft chayre.] Our beft di€tionaries do not contain 
this word; but chary is {till in conftant ufe in different parts of Eng- 
land. “* Chayre,” like c4ary,.muit be from the Fr. cher, dear. C. 

t and let to florifh fayre.| ‘Todd tells us that the folio 1611 reads, 
‘and let zt florifh fayre.” ‘This is a miftake. C. 

& And did in ftocke of earthly flefb enrace.| So all impreflions, which 
we follow ; but Drayton, in his folio 1611, tells us to read enca/e, which 
may be right, and, poflibly, what the poet wrote. C. 
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With this fayre flowre your goodly girlonds dight 

Of chaftity and vertue virginall, 

That fhall embellifh more your beautie bright, 

And crowne your heades with heavenly coronall, 
Such as the Angels were before Gods tribunall ! 


To your faire felves" a faire enfample frame 
Of this faire virgin, this Belphcebe fayre ; 
To whom, in perfect love and fpotleffe fame 
Of chaftitie, none living may compayre : 
Ne poyfnous Envy juftly can empayre 
The prayfe of her freth flowring Maydenhead ; 
For thy fhe ftandeth on the higheft ftayre 
Of th’ honorable ftage of womanhead, 
That Ladies all may follow her enfample dead. 


55. 

In fo great prayfe of ftedfaft chaftity 
Nathleffe fhe was fo courteous and kynde, 
Tempred with grace and goodly modetty, 
That feemed thofe two vertues ftrove to fynd 
The higher place in her Heroick mynd: 
So ftriving each did other more augment, 
And both encreaft the prayfe of woman kynde, 
And both encreaft her beautie excellent: 

So all did make in her a perfect complement. 


" To your faire felves.| The poet recommends to the ladies the ex- 
ample of his Virgin Queen. Drayton, in the firft edition of his «« Ma- 
tilda,” 1594, has thus introduced a fimilar compliment to Elizabeth, 
including in it a compliment alfo to the commendation which had been 
beftowed by Spenfer :— ; 

*« And thou, O Beta, Soueraigne of his thought, 
** Englands Diana, \et him thinke on thee ; 
‘< By THY PERFECTIONS let his Mufe be taught, 
«* And in his breaft fo deepe imprinted be, 
«« That he may write of sacRED CHASTITIE : 
“Though not like Collin in thy Britomart, 
** Yet loues as much, although he wants Ais arte.” Topp. 


ete 


GIASN TROP aval 


The birth of fayre Belphabe and 
Of Amorett is told: 

The Gardins of Adonis fraught 
With pleafures manifold. 


if 
ELL may I weene, faire Ladies, all this 
while 
\) ») Ye wonder how this noble Damozell 
SY So oreat perfections did in her compile, 
Sith that in falvage forefts fhe did dwell, 
So farre from court and royall Citadell, 
The great {choolmaiftreffe of all courtefy : 
Seemeth that fuch wilde woodes fhould far expell 
All civile ufage and gentility, | 
And gentle fprite deforme with rude rufticity. 
2. 


But to this faire Belphcebe in her berth 
The hevens fo favorable were and free, 
Looking with myld afpeét upon the earth 
In th’ Horofcope of her nativitee, 
That all the gifts of grace and chaftitee 
On her they poured forth of plenteous horne : 
Jove laught on Venus from his foverayne fee, 
And Pheebus with faire beames did her adorne, 
And all the Graces rockt her cradle being borne. 
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ee 
Her berth was of the wombe of Morning dew,* 
And her conception of the joyous Prime ; 
And all her whole creation did her fhew 
Pure and unfpotted from all loathly crime 
That is ingenerate in flefhly flime. 
So was this virgin borne, fo was the bred ; 
So was fhe trayned up from time to time 
In all chafte vertue and true bounti-hed, 
Till to her dew perfection fhe were ripened.° 
4. 
Her mother was the faire Chryfogonee, 
The daughter of Amphifa, who by race 
A Faerie was, yborne of high degree. 
She bore Belphoebe; fhe bore in like cace 
Fayre Amoretta in the fecond place: 
Thefe two were twinnes, and twixt them two did fhare 
The heritage of all celeftiall grace ; 
That all the reft it feemd they robbed bare 


Of bounty, and of beautie, and all vertues rare. 


It were a goodly ftorie to declare 
By what ftraunge accident faire Chryfogone 
Conceiv’d thefe infants, and how them the bare‘ 
In this wilde forreft wandring all alone, 
After fhe had nine moneths fulfild and gone : 
For not as other wemens commune brood 
They were enwombed in the facred throne 
Of her chafte bodie; nor with commune food, 
As other wemens babes, they fucked vitall blood : 


* Her berth was of the wombe of Morning dew.| Alluding to Pf. cx. 
3. “ The dew of thy birth is of the womb of the morning.” Upron. 

b fhe were ripened.| So the firft edition reads: the reft [lefs cor- 
rectly] read, “‘ was ripened.” Topp. 

° and how them fhe bare.| 'There can be no doubt, as the rhyme 
fhows, that “bare” is right: it is dore in the 4to.1590 alone. C. 
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6. 
But wondroufly they were begot and bred 
Through influence of th’ hevens fruitfull ray, 
As it in antique bookes is mentioned. 
It was upon a Sommers fhinie day, 
When Titan faire his beames did difplay,° 
In a frefh fountaine, far from all mens vew, 
She bath’d her breft the boyling heat t’allay ; 
She bath’d with rofes red and violets blew, 
And all the fweeteft flowers that in the forreft grew : 


la J 


ik 
Till faint through yrkefome wearines, adowne 
Upon the graffy ground her felfe fhe layd 
To fleepe, the whiles a gentle flombring {wowne 
Upon her fell, all naked bare difplayd. 
The funbeames bright upon her body playd, 
Being through former bathing mollifide, 
And pierft into her wombe; where they embayd 
With fo fweet fence and fecret powre unfpide, 
That in her pregnant flefh they fhortly fructifide. 
8. 
Miraculous may feeme to him that reades 
So ftraunge enfample of conception ;, 
But reafon teacheth that the fruitfull feades 
Of all things living, through impreffion 
Of the funbeames in moyft complexion, 
Doe life conceive and quickned are by kynd: 
So, after Nilus inundation, 
Infinite fhapes of creatures men doe fynd 
Informed in the mud on which the Sunne hath fhynd. 


4d bis beames did difplay.| Here the folios, not attending to the poet’s 
cuftom of making deames, armes, &c. frequently diffyllables, have printed, 
under the fuppofition of amendment, 


<< When Titan faire his bot Leames did difplay.” ‘Topp. 
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Great father he of generation 
Is rightly cald, th’ authour of life and light ; 
And his faire fifter for creation 
Miniftreth matter fit, which, tempred right 
With heate and humour, breedes the living wight. 
So {prong thefe twinnes in womb of Chryfogone ; 
Yet wift fhe nought thereof, but fore affright, 
Wondred to fee her belly fo upblone, 
Which {till increaft till fhe her terme had full outgone. 
He) 
Whereof conceiving fhame and foule difgrace, 
Albe her guiltleffe confcience her cleard, 
She fled into the wilderneffe a fpace, 
Tull that unweeldy burden the had reard, 
And fhund difhonor which as death the feard: 
Where, wearie of long traveill, downe to reft 
Her felfe fhe fet, and comfortably cheard : 
There a fad cloud of fleepe her overkeft, 
And feized every fence with forrow fore opprett. 
Tite 
It fortuned, faire Venus having loft 
Her little fonne, the winged god of love, 
Who, for fome light difpleafure which him croft, 
Was from her fled as flit as ayery Dove, 
And left her blisfull bowre of joy above: 
(So from her often he had fled away, 
When fhe for ought him fharpely did reprove, 
And wandred in the world in ftraunge aray, 
Difguiz’d in thoufand fhapes, that none might him be- 
wray.) 
12 
Him for to feeke,* the left her heavenly hous, 


° Him for to feeke, &c.] In what Spenfer here fays of Venus feeking 
her fon, fome things are taken from the”Epws dpamérns of Mofchus. 
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The houfe of goodly formes and faire afpects, 
Whence all the world derives the glorious 
Features of beautie,‘ and all fhapes felect, 
With which high God his workmanfhip hath deckt ; 
And fearched everie way through which his wings 
Had borne him, or his tract fhe mote detect : 
She promift kiffes fweet, and {weeter things, 
Unto the man that of him tydings to her brings. 
13, 

Firft fhe him fought in Court, where moft he us’d 
Whylome to haunt, but there fhe found him not ; 
But many there fhe found which fore accus’d 
His falfhood, and with fowle infamous blot 
His cruell deedes and wicked wyles did {pot : 
Ladies and Lordes fhe every where mote heare 
Complayning, how with his empoyfned fhot 
Their wofull harts he wounded had whyleare, 

And fo had left them languifhing twixt hope and feare. 

Tae 

She then the Cities fought from gate to gate, 
And everie one did afke, did he him fee? 
And everie one her anfwerd, that too late 
He had him feene, and felt the crueltee 
Of his fharpe dartes and whot artilleree: 

And every one threw forth reproches rife 
Of his mifchievous deedes, and fayd, That hee 
Was the difturber of all civill life, 


The enimy of peace, and authour of all ttrife. 


Lise 
Then in the countrey fhe abroad him fought, 


Jortin. This ftory of Venus lofing her fon, her feeking him, and the 
promifes made to thofe who would difcover him, Spenfer might alfo 
have taken from the ** Aminta” of Taffo. Upron. 

f Features of beautie.| So the firft edition reads rightly. The reft 
have conformed to the fecond edition, Jeauties. ‘Topp. 
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And in the rurall cottages inquir’d ; 
Where alfo many plaintes to her were brought, 
How he their heedeleffe harts with love had fir’d, 
And his falfe venim through their veines infpir’d : 
And eke the gentle Shepheard fwaynes, which fat 
Keeping their fleecy flockes as they were hyr’d, 
She {weetly heard complaine, both how and what 

Her fonne had to them doen ; yet fhe did {mile thereat. 

16. 

But when in none of all thefe fhe him got, 
She gan avize where els he mote him hyde : 
At laft fhe her bethought that fhe had not 
Yet fought the falvage woods and forefts wyde, 
In which full many lovely Nymphes abyde ; 
Mongft whom might be that he did clofely lye, 
Or that the love of fome of them him tyde: 
For thy fhe thether caft her courfe t’ apply, 

To fearch the fecret haunts of Dianes company. 

Te 

Shortly unto the waftefull woods fhe came, 
Whereas fhe found the Goddeffe with her crew, 
After late chace of their embrewed game,’ 
Sitting befide a fountaine in a rew ;> 
Some of them wafhing with the liquid dew 
From of their dainty limbs the dufty fweat 
And foyle, which did deforme their lively hew ; 
Others lay fhaded from the fcorching heat ; 

The reft upon her perfon gave attendance great. 


& their embrewed game.| Their game wet with blood. Upton. 
“ina rew.| Inarow. See alfo St. 35. Thus Gower, fol. ix:— 
“« Firft than, my ordre longeth to 
“<The vices for to tell on rewe.” Upton. 
Gower alfo ufes row when it fuits his rhyme, and fo do Spenfer and 
other poets. “Rew” is the old form; A. S. rewa. . C. 


C46. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 451 


ios 
She, having hong upon a bough on high 
Her bow and painted quiver, had unlafte 
Her filver bufkins from her nimble thigh, 
And her lanck loynes ungirt, and brefts unbrafte, 
After her heat the breathing cold to tafte : 
Her golden lockes, that late in treffes bright 
Embreaded were for hindring of her hatte, 
Now loofe about her fhoulders hong undight, 
And were with {weet Ambrofia all befprinckled light. 
I 
Soone as fhe Venus faw be HiAde her backe, 
She was afham’d to be fo loofe furpriz’d ; 
And woxe halfe wroth againft her damzels flacke, 
That had not her thereof before aviz’d, 
But fuffred her fo carelefly difguiz’d 
Be overtaken. Soone het garments loofe 
Upgath’ring, in her bofome fhe compriz’d 
Well as fhe might, and to the Goddefle rofe ; 
Whiles all her Nymphes did like a girlond her enclofe. 
20. 
Boa fhe gan faire Cytherea greet, 
And fhortly afked her, what caufe her brought 
Into that wilderneffe for her unmeet, 
From her fweete bowres, and beds with pleafures 
fraught? 
That fuddein chaung fhe ftraung adventure thought. 
To whom halfe weeping fhe thus anfwered ; 
That fhe her deareft fonne Cupido fought, 
Who in his frowardnes from her was fled, 
That fhe repented fore to have him angered. 
a4 
Thereat Diana gan to fmile, in fcorne 
Of her vaine playnt, and to her fcoffing fayd: 
‘Great pitty fure that ye be fo forlorne 
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Of your gay fonne, that gives ye fo good ayd 
To your difports: ill mote ye bene apayd.” 
But fhe was more engrieved, and replide ; 
“Faire fifter, ill befeemes it to upbrayd 
A dolefull heart with fo difdainfull pride : 
The like that mine may be your paine another tide. 
22. 
“«< As you in woods and wanton wilderneffe 
Your glory fett to chace the falvage beafts, 
So my delight is all in joyfulneffe, 
In beds, in bowres, in banckets, and in feafts : 
And ill becomes you, with your lofty creatts, 
To fcorne the joy that Jove is glad to feeke: 
We both are bownd to follow heavens beheatts, 
And tend our charges with obeifaunce meeke. 
Spare, gentle fifter, with reproch my paine to eeke; 
208 
‘* And tell me, if that ye my fonne have heard 
To lurke emongft your Nimphes in fecret wize, 
Or keepe their cabins? much I am affeard 
Leaft he like one of them him felfe difguize, 
And turne his arrowes to their exercize. 
So may he long him felfe full eafie hide ; 
For he is faire and frefh in face and guize 
As any Nimphe; (let not it be envide.”) 
So faying, every Nimph full narrowly fhe eide. 
24. 
But Phoebe therewith fore was angered, 
And fharply faide: ‘‘Goe, Dame; goe, feeke your 
boy, 
Where you him lately lefte, in Mars his bed: 
He comes not here ; we {corne his foolith joy, 
Ne lend we leifure to his idle toy : 
But if I catch him in this company, 
By Stygian lake I vow, whofe fad annoy 


(S86: LH EM he Rel EQ Ci EN Bs, 453 
The Gods doe dread, he dearly fhall abye :' 


Ile clip his wanton wings, that he no more fhall flye.” 
Oe. 
Whom whenas Venus faw fo fore difpleafd, 
Shee inly fory was, and gan relent 
What fhee had faid: fo her fhee foone appeafd 
With fugred words and gentle blandifhment, 
From which a fountaine from her fweete lips went.‘ 
And welled goodly forth, that in fhort {pace 
She was well pleafd, and forth her damzells fent 
Through all the woods, to fearch from place to place, 
If any tract of him or tidings they mote trace. 
26. 

To fearch the God of love her Nimphes fhe fent 
Throughout the wandring foreft every where : 
And after them her felfe eke with her went 
To feeke the fugitive both farre and nere.' 

So long they fought, till they arrived were 
In that fame fhady covert whereas lay 
Faire Cryfogone in flombry traunce whilere ; 
Who in her fleepe (a wondrous thing to fay) 
Unwares had borne two babes, as faire as fpringing day. 
27% 


Unwares fhe them conceivd, unwares fhe bore: 


i be dearly fhall abye.| He thall fuffer for it, fhall pay dearly. ‘Topp. 

k From which a fountaine from ber Jweete lips went.| 'Vhe line is 
perfectly intelligible and ftriétly grammatical; and fo it ftands in both 
the editions publifhed in the lifetime of the poet. The text was after- 
wards altered in the folios to “* Which as a fountaine,” &c. but quite 
needlefsly. If we introduced any change, we fhould prefer Church’s 
fuggeftion, «« Of which a fountaine,” &c. ftrengthened as it is by the 
expreflion, ‘* Of which a ftorehoufe did with her remaine,” in F. Q. B. 
Tie Covinotr Gy ethis Vole. L 7c ania. 

1 Jo feeke the fugitive both farre and nere.| In the firft edition the 
hemiftich ‘* both farre and nere” is wanting. It is found in the poet’s 
fecond edition, and has been admitted into the text of nearly every fub- 
fequent edition. ‘Topp. The words wanting are fo eafily fupplied, 
that it feems ftrange that they were ever omitted. C. 


a ae eR TEE gE PET ET ol LT PETG 


— eres creetarercetets 
— _ a EE IIE PE FUE RESIST SEPALS EEL NL Se a ee ae ee ee PON ee hee Fo 
Pgs Fo SEALS oS Ma il giigate mb E INOS 5a 9A A pe ERDAS SMT Pk oP ERE ALE AA GL ORL TALE Ea RE OT AGI RGRTE TS RTA AEE 


454 THE FAERIE QUEENE. B. 3. 


She bore withouten paine, that fhe conceiv’d 
Withouten pleafure ; ne her need implore 
Lucinaes aide: which when they both perceiv’d, 
They were through wonder nigh of fence berev’d, 
And gazing each on other nought befpake. 
At laft they both agreed her, feeming griev’d, 
Out of her heavie fwowne not to awake 
But from her loving fide the tender babes to take. 
28. 
Up they them tooke; each one a babe uptooke, 
And with them carried to be foftered. 
Dame Phoebe to a Nymphe her babe betooke 
To be upbrought in perfect Maydenhed, 
And, of her felfe, her name Belphcebe red: 
But Venus hers thence™ far away convayd, 
To be upbrought in goodly womanhed ; 
And, in her litle loves ftead, which was ftrayd, 
Her Amoretta cald, to comfort her difmayd. 
29. 
Shee brought her to her joyous Paradize, 
Wher moft fhe wonnes when fhe on earth does dwell : 
So faire a place as Nature can devize: 
Whether in Paphos, or Cytheron hill, 
Or it in Gnidus bee," I wote not well; 
But well I wote by triall, that this fame 
All other pleafaunt places doth excell, 
And called is by her loft lovers name, 
The Gardin of Adonis, far renowmd by fame. 


ep 
In that fame Gardin? all the goodly flowres, 
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™ But Venus hers thence.] So the firft edition reads ; 
than feveral {ubfequent editions, hence. Upron. 

" Or it in Gnidus bee.| It is Gnidas in the 4to. 1590, but ** Gnidus ” 
in all editions afterwards. C. 


° In that fame Gardin.| Spenfer has placed Cupid and Pfyche in this 


much better 
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Wherewith dame Nature doth her beautify, 
And decks the girlonds of her Paramoures, 
Are fetcht: there is the firft feminary 
Of all things that are borne to live and dye, 
According to their kynds. Long worke it were 
Here to account the endleffe progeny 
Of all the weeds that bud and bloffome there ; 
But fo much as doth need muft needs be counted here. 
Rie 
It fited was in fruitfull foyle of old, 
And girt in with two walls on either fide ; 
The one of yron, the other of bright gold, 
That none might thorough breake, nor overttride : 
And double gates it had which opened wide, 
By which both in and out men moten pas; 
Th’ one faire and frefh, the other old and dride. 
Old Genius the porter of them was, 
Old Genius, the which a double nature has. 
Re. 
He letteth in, he letteth out to wend 
All that to come into the world defire. 
A thoufand thoufand naked babes attend 
About him day and night, which doe require 
That he with flefhly weeds would them attire : 
Such as him lift, fuch as eternall fate 
Ordained hath, he clothes with finfull mire, 
And fendeth forth to live in mortall ftate, 
Till they agayn returne backe by the hinder gate. 


garden, where they live together, ‘in ftedfaft love, and happy ftate,” 
St. 50. But Apuleius reprefents this happy ftate of Cupid and Pfyche 
to have commenced after their reception into heaven. However, their 
offspring Plea/ure is authorifed by Apuleius. *‘ Sic ecce P/yche venit 
in manum Cupidinis ; et nafcitur illis maturo partu filia quam Volupta- 
tem nominamus,” Met. i. 6. Spenfer has made P/ea/ure the daughter 
of Cupid in another poem : {peaking to that deity, “‘ Hymne to Love,” 

« There with thy daughter Pieasure they do play 

«¢ Their hurtlefle fports.”. T. Warron. 
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33: 


After that they againe retourned beene, 
They in that Gardin planted bee agayne, 
And grow afrefh, as they had never feene 
Flefhly corruption, nor mortall payne. 
Some thoufand yeares fo doen they there remayne, 
And then of him are clad with other hew, 
Or fent into the chaungefull world agayne, 
Till thether they retourne where firft they grew: 
So, like a wheele, arownd they ronne from old to new. 
34- 
Ne needs there Gardiner to fett or fow, 
To plant or prune; for of their owne accord 
All things, as they created were, doe grow, 
And yet remember well the mighty word 
Which firft was fpoken by th’ Almighty Lord, 
That bad them to increafe and multiply : 
Ne doe they need with water of the ford, 
Or of the clouds, to moyften their roots dry ; 
For in themfelves eternall moifture they imply.? 
35: 
Infinite fhapes of creatures there are bred, 
And uncouth formes, which none yet ever knew: 
And every fort is in a fondry bed 
Sett by it felfe, and ranckt in comely rew ; 
Some fitt for reafonable fowles t’ indew ;4 
Some made for beafts, fome made for birds to weare ; 
And all the fruitfull fpawne of fifhes hew 
In endleffe rancks along enraunged were, 
That feemd the Ocean could not containe them there. 


P eternall moifture they imply.| Wrap up; that is, they contain in 
themfelves eternal moifture. Lat. implico. Cuurcu. 

1 reafonable fowles t indew.] Lat. induere, to put on, to be clothed 
with. See alfo C. viii. St. 40, of this book. Cuurcn. 
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26: 
Daily they grow, and daily forth are fent 
Into the world, it to replenifh more ; 
Yet is the ftocke not leffened nor fpent, 
But ftill remaines in everlafting ftore, 
As it at firft created was of yore: 
For in the wide wombe of the world there lyes, 
In hatefull darknes and in deepe horrore, 
An huge eternall Chaos, which fupplyes 
The fubftaunces of natures fruitfull progenyes. 


auc 
All things from thence doe their firft being fetch, 
And borrow matter whereof they are made ; 
Which, whenas forme and feature it does ketch, 
Becomes a body, and doth then invade’ 
The ftate of life out of the griefly fhade. 
That fubftaunce is eterne, and bideth fo; 
Ne when the life decayes and forme does fade, 
Doth it confume and into nothing goe, 
But chaunged is, and often altred to and froe. 
38% 
The fubftaunce is not chaungd nor altered, 
But th’ only forme and outward fafhion ; 
For every fubftaunce is conditioned 
To chaunge her hew, and fondry formes to don, 
Meet for her temper and complexion: 
For formes are variable, and decay 
By courfe of kinde and by occafion ; 
And that faire flowre of beautie fades away, 
As doth the lilly frefh before the funny ray. 


39: 
Great enimy to it, and to all the reft® 


t and doth then invade.| Go into. Lat. invado. CwHurRcu. 
8 and to all the reff.| "Todd fays that fubfequent editions reject 
<‘to;”? and it is furplufage both as regards meaning and metre. C. 


ah; Manel 
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That in the Gardin of Adonis fprings, 
Is wicked Tyme; who with his fcyth addreft 
Does mow the flowring herbes and goodly things, 
And all their glory to the ground downe flings, 
Where they do wither, and are fowly mard: 
He flyes about, and with his flaggy winges 
Beates downe both leaves and buds without regard, 
Ne ever pitty may relent his malice hard. 
40. 
Yet pitty often did the gods relent, 
To fee fo faire thinges mard and fpoiled quight ; 
And their great mother Venus did lament 
The loffe of her deare brood, her deare delight : 
Her hart was pierft with pitty at the fight, 
When walking through the Gardin them fhe faw,' 
Yet no’te fhe find redreffe for fuch defpight : 
For all that lives is fubject to that law; 
All things decay in time, and to their end doe draw. 
i 
But were it not that Time their troubler is, 
All that in this delightfull Gardin growes 
Should happy bee, and have immortall blis : 
For here all plenty and all pleafure flowes ; 
And fweete love gentle fitts enongft them throwes, 
Without fell rancor or fond gealofy. 
Franckly each Paramor his leman knowes, 
Fach bird his mate; ne any does envy 
Their goodly meriment and gay felicity. 
42. 
There is continuall Spring, and harveft there" 


* them fhe faw.] ‘That this muft have been what Spenfer wrote the 
rhyme eftablifhes ; but all old editions read Jpyde for *faw.” It is not 
impoffible that the two correfponding lines originally ended with tide 
and flide ; but being afterwards altered, “ {pyde” was forgotten. C. 

u There is continuall Spring, and harveft there.| Among other poets, 
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Continuall, both meeting at one tyme ; 
For both the boughes doe laughing bloffoms beare, 
And with frefh colours decke the wanton Pryme, 
And eke attonce the heavenly trees they clyme,* 
Which feeme to labour under their fruites lode: 
The whiles the joyous birdes make their paftyme 
Emongft the fhady leaves, their fweet abode, 
And their trew loves without fufpition tell abrode. 
43. 
Right in the middeft of that Paradife 
There ftood a ftately Mount, on whofe round top 
A gloomy grove of mirtle trees did rife, 
Whofe fhady boughes fharp fteele did never lop, 
Nor wicked beaftes their tender buds did crop, 
But like a girlond compaffed the hight ; 
And from their fruitfull fydes fweet gum did drop, 
That all the ground, with pretious deaw bedight, 
Threw forth moft dainty odours and moft fweet delight. 
44. 
And in the thickeft covert of that fhade 
There was a pleafaunt Arber, not by art 
But of the trees owne inclination made, 
Which knitting their rancke braunches, part to part, 


which Spenfer confulted in adorning thefe gardens of Adonis, he did 
not forget Claudian, “*‘ De Nupt. Hon. et Marie,” where there is a de- 
{cription of the garden of Venus :-— 


e¢ 


fEterni patet indulgentia veris: 
**In campum fe fundit apex 
«« Vivunt in Venerem frondes, omnifque viciffim 
“« Felix arbor amat.” Upton. 

* the heavenly trees they clyme.| ‘The epithet “heavenly ” of the 
firft edit. is heavy in fubfequent impreflions, reminding us of the mif- 
print of heavenly for *‘ heavily” in ** Much Ado,” &c. A. v. Sc. 4. 
(edit. Collier, 1858, vol. ii. p. 81.) In Spenfer we feel bound to treat 
heavy as an error; the meaning being that the “ofty or heavenward 
a{piring trees were loaded with fruit. ‘There is no information in the 
errata to the 4to. 1590 that ‘* heavenly ” is wrong; and we think that 


it may be right. C. 
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With wanton yvie twine entrayld athwart,’ 
And Eglantine and Caprifole emong, 
Fafhiond above within their inmoft part, 
That nether Phoebus beams could through them throng, 
Nor Aeolus fharp blaft could worke them any wrong. 
45. 
And all about grew every fort of flowre, 
To which fad lovers were transformde of yore ; 
Frefh Hyacinthus, Phoebus paramoure 
And deareft love ;? 
Foolifh Narciffe, that likes the watry fhore ; 
Sad Amaranthus, made a flowre but late, 
Sad Amaranthus, in whofe purple gore 
Me feemes I fee Amintas wretched fate,* 
To whom fweet Poets verfe hath given endleffe date. 
46. 
There wont fayre Venus often to enjoy 
Her deare Adonis joyous company, 
And reape {weet pleafure of the wanton boy : 
There yet, fome fay, in fecret he does ly, 
Lapped in flowres and pretious fpycery, 


Y entrayld athwart.| Twifted athwart. See the note on entrayld, 
FOO. Mh. xi.070s08 DODD. 

* And deareft love.| In Spenfer’s own editions this hemiftich is 
wanting. It is firft found in the folio of 16093 of which edition he 
who had the care feems to have met with fome additions and alterations 
which, as Mr. Upton obferves, could come from no other hand but 
Spenfer’s. Topp. It is alfo in the folio 1611, where Drayton placed 
acrofs in his margin; but what he meant to indicate by it, beyond the 
imperfectnefs of the line, does not appear. C. 

* Amintas wretched fate.| The wretched fate of Amintas. Some 
[modern] editions incorreétly read “* Aminta’s wretched fate.” Amintas 
here perhaps means Sir Philip Sidney, as Mr. Upton alfo conjeétures ; 
for all the poets lamented his untimely death; and, I may add, he is 
defcribed by Spenfer, in his Elegy on his death, as one of thofe lovers 
who were of yore transformed to flowers. Mr. Church thinks «* Amin- 
tas” is defigned for “Tho. Watfon, who wrote a Latin poem called 
‘ Amintas.’”” But 'T’. Watfon’s poem is “ Amintz Gaunt,” a paftoral 
love-poem ; and Spenfer’s allufion is to mournful exequies. ‘Topp. 
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By her hid from the world, and from the fkill 
Of Stygian Gods, which doe her love envy ; 
But fhe her felfe, when ever that fhe will, 
Poffeffeth him, and of his fweetneffle takes her fill. 
47+ 
And footh, it feemes, they fay; for he may not 
For ever dye, and ever buried bee 
In balefull night where all thinges are forgot : 
All be he fubjeét to mortalitie, 
Yet is eterne in mutabilitie, 
And by fucceffion made perpetuall, 
Transformed oft, and chaunged diverflie ; 
For him the Father of all formes they call: 
Therfore needs mote he live, that living gives to all. 
48. 
There now he liveth in eternall blis, 
Joying his goddeffe, and ‘of her enjoyd ; 
Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of his, 
Which with his cruell tufke him deadly cloyd:° 
For that wilde Bore, the which him once annoyd, 
She firmely hath emprifoned for ay, 
That her fweet love his malice mote avoyd, 
In a ftrong rocky Cave, which is, they fay, 
Hewen underneath that Mount, that none him lofen may. 
49- 
There now he lives in everlafting joy, 
With many of the Gods in company 
Which thether haunt, and with the winged boy, 
Sporting him felfe in fafe felicity : 


b him deadly cloyd.| << Cloyd” is a term ufed among farriers when 
a horfe is pricked with a nail in fhoeing. See Kerfey’s Dict. [Fr. clower.] 
Cuurcu. It feems to be conneéted with c/louted, which Richardfon 
fays means wounded in this paflage of the Bible, edit. 1551, “I waited 
them, and fo c/outed them that they coulde not aryfe, but fell under my 
feet.’ In our ordinary verfion “ clouted ” is wounded. C. 
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Who when he hath with fpoiles and cruelty 
Ranfackt the world, and in the wofull harts 
Of many wretches fet his triumphes hye, 
Thether refortes, and, laying his fad dartes 
Afyde, with faire Adonis playes his wanton partes. 
EO. We | 
And his trew love faire Pfyche with him playes, 
Fayre Pfyche to him lately reconcyld, 
After long troubles and unmeet upbrayes,° 
With which his mother Venus her revyld, 
And eke himfelfe her cruelly exyld: 
But now in ftedfaft love and happy ftate 
She with him lives, and hath him borne a chyld, 
Pleafure,* that doth both gods and men agerate, 
Pleafure, the daughter of Cupid and Pfyche late. 
fat 
Hether great Venus brought this infant fayre, 
The yonger daughter of Chryfogonee, 
And unto Pfyche with great truft and care 
Committed her, yfoftered to bee 
And trained up in trew feminitee: 
Who no leffe carefully her tendered 
Then her owne daughter Pleafure, to whom fhee 
Made her companion, and her lefloned 
In all the lore of love, and goodly womanhead. 


Kee 


In which when fhe to perfect ripenes grew, 


° and unmeet upbrayes.| Spenfer ufes “ upbrayes ” for upbraidings, 
in which he was imitated by Henry More, both requiring the word 
forarhyme. ‘* Upbray” as a verb, and « upbrayes” as a fubftantive, 
have, we believe, been found in no other writers. C. 

d She with him lives, and hath him borne a chyld, 

Pleafure, &c.| ‘The allegory is, that true pleafure is the genuine 
offspring of the Soul, when infpired with true love. Both the fable 
and allegory of Pfyche and Cupid are mentioned by Fulgentius, ‘ My- 
thol.” Dour C.vis (aU ron. 
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Of grace and beautie noble Paragone, 
She brought her forth into the worldes vew, 
To be th’ enfample of true love alone, 
And Lodeftarre of all chafte affection 
To all fayre Ladies that doe live on grownd. 
To Faery court fhe came; where many one 
Admyrd her goodly haveour, and fownd 
His feeble hart wide launched® with loves cruel wownd. 
§3: 
But fhe to none of them her love did caft, 
Save to the noble knight Sir Scudamore, 
To whom her loving hart fhe linked faft 
In faithfull love, t? abide for evermore ; 
And for his deareft fake endured fore 
Sore trouble of an hainous enimy, 
Who her would forced have to have forlore 
Her former love and ftedfaft loialty, 
As ye may elfwhere reade‘ that ruefull hiftory. 
54. 
But well I weene, ye firft defire to learne 
What end unto that fearefull Damozell, 
Which fledd fo faft from that fame fofter ftearne 
Whom with his brethren Timias flew, befell : 
That was, to weet, the goodly Florimell ; 
Who wandring for to feeke her lover deare, 
Her lover deare, her deareft Marinell, 
Into misfortune fell, as ye did heare, 
And from Prince Arthure fled with wings of idle feare. 


¢ His feeble hart wide launched.| In the 4to. 1590, “ launched” is 
launch 3 and in the folios it is altered to /aunced. It is evident, if from 
the meafure only, that the terminating fyllable of « launched” had fallen 
oOntanithepreis.. Ce 

f As ye may elfwhere reade.| See F. Q. ili. xi. and xii. Upron. 


Se 


fefi 


CAND OVE 


The witches fonne loves Florimell : 
She flyes ; he faines to dy. 

Satyrane faves the Squyre of Dames 
From Gyaunts tyranny.* 


ite 

ij IKE as an Hynd forth fingled from the 

ENA heard, 

) That hath efcaped from a ravenous 

beatt, 

Yet flyes away of her owne.feete afeard, 
And every leafe, that fhaketh with the leaft . 
Murmure of winde, her terror hath encreatt ; 

So fledd fayre Florimell from her vaine feare, 
Long after fhe from perill was releaft: 
Each fhade fhe faw, and each noyfe fhe did heare,” 

Did feeme to be the fame which fhe efcapt whileare. 

2. 

All that fame evening fhe in flying fpent, 
And all that night her courfe continewed ; 
Ne did fhe let dull fleepe once to relent, 
Nor wearinefle to flack her haft, but fled 


f= 


es 


a From Gyaunts tyranny.] Mifprinted in the 4to. 1590, ‘* From 
Gynunt, tyranny.” ‘¢ From Gyaunt tyranny” might be right.” Cy 

b tbe did heare.| The firit edition erroneoufly reads ** be did heare.” 
Topp. All the later old impreffions correét the blunder. C. 
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Fer alike, as if her former dred 
Were hard behind, her ready to arrett ; 

And her white Palfrey, having conquered 
The maiftring raines out of her weary wreft, 
Perforce her carried where ever he thought beft. 

ce 
So long as breath and hable puiffaunce 
Did native corage unto him fupply, 
His pace he frefhly forward did advaunce, 
And carried her beyond all jeopardy ; 
But nought that wanteth reft can long aby: 
He, having through inceffant traveill {pent 
His force, at laft perforce adowne did ly, 
Ne foot could further move. The Lady gent 
Thereat was fuddein ftrook with great aftonifhment ; 
A. 
And, forft t’ alight, on foot mote algates fare 
A traveiler unwonted to fuch way : 
Need teacheth her this leffon hard and rare, 
That fortune all in equall launce® doth fway, 
And mortall miferies doth make her play. 
So long fhe traveild, till at length fhe came 
To an hilles fide, which did to her bewray 
A litle valley fubject to the fame, 
All coverd with thick woodes that quite it overcame. 


fe 
Through the tops of the high trees fhe did defcry 
A litle f{moke, whofe vapour thin and light 
Reeking aloft uprolled to the fky: 


© in equall launce.] In equal balance. So Taflo, C. xx. 50:— 


“© Cosi fi combatteva, e in dubbia /ance’ 
“* Col timor le fperanze eran fofpefe.”’ 


From the Lat. /azx. ‘Topp. Spenfer’s ** launce,” i.e. /enx, is the difh 
or receiver hung at each end of the beam of a pair of {cales: balance pro- 


bably is 47s, or bi-lanx. C. 
Ole H H 
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Which chearefull figne did fend unto her fight 
That in the fame did wonne fome living wight. 
Eftfoones her fteps fhe thereunto applyd, 
And came at laft in weary wretched plight 
Unto the place, to which her hope did guyde, 
To finde fome refuge there, and reft her wearie fyde. 
6. 
There in a gloomy hollow glen fhe found 
A little cottage, built of ftickes and reedes 
In homely wize, and wald with fods around ; 
In which a witch did dwell, in loathly weedes 
And wilfull want, all carelefle of her needes ; 
So choofing folitarie to abide 
Far from all neighbours, that her divelifh deedes 
And hellifh arts from people fhe might hide, 
And hurt far off unknowne whom ever fhe envide. 
iD 
The Damzell there arriving entred in ; 
Where fitting on the flore the Hag fhe found 
Bufie (as feem’d) about fome wicked gin :* 
Who, foone as fhe beheld that fuddein ftound, 
Lightly upftarted from the duftie ground, 
And with fell looke and hollow deadly gaze 
Stared on her awhile, as one aftound, 
Ne had one word to fpeake for great amaze, 
But fhewd by outward fignes that dread her fence did 
daze. 
8. 
At laft, turning her feare to foolifh wrath, 
She afkt, what devill had her thether brought, 


And who fhe was, and what unwonted path 


4 ghout fome wicked gin.| Contrivance, fnare, abbreviated from en- 
gine ; commonly ufed in Spenfer’s time. See Barret’s Dict. 1580, in v. 
A GINNE or ENGINE, and the following illuftration, <* Hangeth his gizzes, 
caffes fufpendit aranea, Virgil. elas infidiofas texit.”” ‘Topp. 
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Had guided her, unwelcomed, unfought ? 
To which the Damzell, full of doubtfull thought, 
Her mildly anfwer’d: ‘Beldame, be not wroth 
With filly Virgin, by adventure brought 
Unto your dwelling, ignorant and loth, 
That crave but rowme to reft while tempeft overblo’th.” 
Q- 
With that adowne out of her chriftall eyne 
Few trickling teares fhe foftly forth let fall, 
That like to orient perles* did purely fhyne 
Upon her fnowy cheeke ; and therewithall 
She fighed foft, that none fo beftiall 
Nor falvage hart, but ruth of her fad plight 
Would make to melt, or pitteoufly appall ; 
And that vile Hag, all were her whole delight 
In mifchiefe, was much moved at fo pitteous fight ; 
10. 
And gan recomfort her in her rude wyfe, 
With womanifh compaffion of her plaint, 
Wiping the teares from her fuffufed eyes, 
And bidding her fit downe, to reft her faint 
And wearie limbs awhile. She, nothing quaint‘ 
Nor “{deignfull of fo homely fafhion, 
Sith brought fhe was now to fo hard conftraint, 
Sate downe upon the dufty ground anon ; 
As glad of that {mall reft as Bird of tempeft gon. 
ig: 
Tho gan fhe gather up her garments rent, 


© That like to orient perles.| All editions, except Hughes’s, read, 
“‘like two orient perles,” which probably is not as Spenfer gave it. 
CuurcH. Weare convinced that Spenfer wrote “to,” and not two. C. 

! She, nothing quaint.| Nothing mice, or curious. The word occurs 
in il heb Sheps Gal 2efor: October, vol.1.. pal 19; as.an. epithet to 
Bellona, where E. K. interprets it //ramge, which may be taken as its 
fenfe there. It means that Florimell was not /range, dainty, or [queamifh 
in taking her feat on “‘ the dufty ground.” C. 
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With golden wreath and gorgeous ornament ; 
Whom fuch whenas the wicked Hag did vew, 
She was aftonifht at her heavenly hew, 
And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight, 
But or fome Goddeffe, or of Dianes crew, 
And thought her to adore with humble {pright : 
T’ adore thing fo divine as beauty were but right. 
ioe 
This wicked woman had a wicked fonne, 
The comfort of her age and weary dayes, 
A laefy loord,® for nothing good to donne, 
But ftretched forth in ydleneffe alwayes ; 
Ne ever caft his mind to covet prayfe, 
Or ply himfelfe to any honeft trade, 
But all the day before the funny rayes 
He us’d to flug, or fleepe in flothfull fhade : 
Such laefineffe both lewd and poore attonce him made. 
I 
He, comming home at dca there found 
The fayreft creature that he ever faw 
Sitting befide his mother on the ground ; 
The fight whereof did greatly him adaw, 
And his bafe thought with terrour and with aw 
So inly fmot, that as one, which hath gaz’d' 


& A laefy loord.| We have the fame epithet and noun in “ The 


Shep. Cal.” for July, vol. i. p. 815 and E. K.’s explanation of “ loord” 
occurs on p. 8g. It means the oppofite of ford, which has been de- 
rived from words which fignify high-born: “ loord” is low-born, a 
degraded, worthlefs man. Some have derived it from the Fr. fourd. C. 

h He, comming home at undertime.| ‘‘ Undertime” would feem here 
to mean meal-time. 'Tyrwhitt truly fays that wudern was the third 
hour of the day, viz. g o’clock, a.m. and he was inclined to think that 
undermele in Chaucer was after dinner. Under, in A. S. means dinner, 
fupper, or indeed any meal. Spenfer’s ‘‘ lazy loord ” came home in time 
to eat: that feems what is intended. C. 

i which hath gaz’d.| So Spenfer’s own editions, of 1590 and 1596: 
the folios read, ** Aad gaz’d.” ‘Toop. 
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On the bright Sunne unwares, doth foone withdraw 
His feeble eyne, with too much brightnes daz’d, 
So ftared he on her, and ftood long while amaz’d. 
T4. 
Softly at laft he gan his mother afke, 
What mifter wight" that was, and whence deriv’d, 
That in fo ftraunge difguizement there did mafke, 
And by what accident fhe there arriv’d? 
But fhe, as one nigh of her wits depriv’d, 
With nought but ghaftly lookes him anfwered ; 
Like to a ghoft, that lately is reviv’d 
From Stygian fhores where late it wandered : 
So both at her, and each at other wondered. 
rule. 
But the fayre Virgin was fo meeke and myld, 
That fhe to them vouchfafed to embace 
Her goodly port, and to their fenfes vyld’ 
Her gentle fpeach applyde, that in fhort {pace 
She grew familiare in that defert place. 
During which time the Chorle, through her fo kind 
And courteife ufe, conceiv’d affection bace, 
And caft to love her in his brutifh mind: 
No love, but brutifh luft, that was fo beaftly tind.™ 
16. 
Clofely the wicked flame his bowels brent, 
And fhortly grew into outrageous fire ; 


k What mifter wight.| What kind of creature. Spenfer often ufes 
this expreflion. So, in F. Q. iv. xii. 22. “* What miffer malady,” i.e. 
what kind of difeafe. Fr. métier s Ital. meftiere ; a Lat. minifferium. 
Upton. See alfo this vol. p. 9. -C. 

| and to their fenfes vyld.| i.e. vile: Spenfer fpells this word vile, or 
vyle (St. 19), excepting when he requires it otherwife for the rhyme. 
The d feems to have been introduced when vz/e was followed by ano- 
ther word beginning with a vowel. See alfoSt.17. C. 

m that was fo beaftly tind.| ‘<Tind” is excited, or kindled. We 
have had the verb already in St. 11 of C. viii. of the preceding book; 
this Volpe 2lg. 5 «- 
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Yet had he not the hart, nor hardiment, 
As unto her to utter his defire ; 
His caytive thought durft not fo high afpire: 
But with foft fighes and lovely femblaunces" 
He ween’d that his affection entire © 
She fhould aread; many refemblaunces 
To her he made, and many kinde remembraunces. 
19s 
Oft from the forreft wildings he did bring,° 
Whofe fides empurpled were with {myling red ; 
And oft young birds, which he had taught to fing, 
His maiftrefle praifes fweetly caroled: 
Girlonds of flowres fometimes for her faire hed 
He fine would dight ; fometimes the fquirrel wild 
He brought to her in bands, as conquered 
To be her thrall, his fellow-fervant vild: 
All which fhe of him tooke with countenance meeke 
and mild. 
Lo. 
But, paft a while, when fhe fit feafon faw 
To leave that defert manfion, fhe caft 
In fecret wize herfelfe thence to withdraw, 
For feare of mifchiefe, which fhe did forecatt 
Might by the witch or by her fonne compaft.? 
Her wearie Palfrey, clofely as fhe might, 
Now well recovered after long repatft, 
In his proud furnitures the frefhly dight, 


His late mifwandred wayes now to remeafure right. 


" and lovely femblaunces.] Spenfer not unfrequently ufes “ lovely ” 
for /oving, as in this inftance. C. 
° Oft from the forreft wildings he did bring.| Oft he brought wild- 
ings ; ‘* Sylveftri ex arbore lecta aurea mala,” Virg. Ecl.iii. 70. Upron. 
P Might by the witch or by ber fonne compaft.| The verb de feems 
underftood in this line, which we give from the 4to. 15903 for the 
reading of the fecond and later impreflions can hardly be right, 
“« Might be the witch, or that her fonne compaft.” C. 


G7. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 471 


Ig. 
And earely, ere the dawning day appear’d, 
She forth iffewed, and on her journey went : 


She went in perill, of each noyfe affeard, 
And of each fhade that did it felfe prefent ; 
For ftill fhe feared to be overhent 
Of that vile hag, or her uncivile fonne 4 
Who when, too late awaking, well they kent 
That their fayre gueft was gone, they both begonne 
To make exceeding mone, as they had beene undonne. 
20. 
But that lewd lover did the moft lament 
For her depart, that ever man did heare : 
He knockt his breft with defperate intent, 
And fcratcht his face, and with his teeth did teare 
His rugged flefh, and rent his ragged heare ; 
That his fad mother, feeing his fore plight, 
Was greatly woe begon, and gan to feare 
Leaft his fraile fenfes were emperifht quight, 
And love to frenzy turnd, fith love is franticke hight. 
oT. 
All wayes fhee fought him to reftore to plight, 
~ With herbs, with charms, with counfel, and with teares ; 
But tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counfell, might 
Affwage the fury which his entrails teares : 
So ftrong is paffion that no reafon heares. 
Tho, when all other helpes fhe faw to faile, 
She turnd her felfe backe to her wicked leares ;* 
And by her divelifh arts thought to prevaile 
To bring her backe againe, or worke her finall bale. 


4 or her uncivile fonne.| So Spenfer’s own editions read. ‘The retft 
read, “* or that uncivile fonne.” ‘Topp. 

t to her wicked leares.| ‘«Leares” are leffons. So leared, or lered, 
is earned. Topp. From the A. S. deran: Germ. /eren. C. 
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Do), 

Eftefoones out of her hidden cave fhe cald 
An hideous beatt of horrible afpect, 

That could the ftoutet corage have appald ; 
Monftrous, mifhapt, and all his backe was {pect 
With thoufand fpots of colours queint elect,® 
Thereto fo fwifte that it all beafts did pas : 

Like never yet did living eie detect ; 

But likeft it to an Hyena was, 

That feeds on wemens flefh as others feede on gras. 

my. 

It forth fhe cald, and gave it ftreight in charge 

Through thicke and thin her to pourfew apace, 
Ne once to ftay to reft, or breath at large, 
Tull her hee had attaind' and brought in place, 
Or quite devourd her beauties fcornefull grace. 
The Monfter, fwifte as word that from her went, 
Went forth in hafte, and did her footing trace 
So fure and {wiftly, through his perfect fent 

And paffing {peede, that fhortly he her overhent." 

24. 

Whom when the fearefull Damzell nigh efpide, 

No need to bid her faft away to flie : 

That ugly fhape fo fore her terrifide, 

That it fhe fhund no leffe then dread to die ; 
And her flitt palfrey did fo well apply 


His nimble feet to her conceived feare, 


* of colours queint ele.] Quaintly, or ftrangely chofen ; motley. 
Upton. See note to St. 10 of this canto. : 

* Lill her hee had attaind.| It is «« Till her /be had attaind” in the 
4to. 1590: above, Spenfer reprefents the monfter as of the neuter 
gender, “ Jt forth fhe cald;” but in the laft line but one of this flanza 
it 1s of the male fex, “ through bis perfect fent.” In later impreffions 
the text is what we have given. C. 

% foortly be ber overhent.] i. e. overtook: to hent, or hint, is to 
take. ‘The word has occurred in the fame fenfe in St. TONG 
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That whileft his breath did ftrength to him fupply, 
From perill free he her away did beare ; 
But when his force gan faile his pace gan wex areare. 
26. 
Which whenas fhe perceiv’d, fhe was difmayd 
At that fame laft extremity ful fore, 
And of her fafety greatly grew afrayd. 
And now fhe gan approch to the fea fhore, 
As it befell, that fhe could flie no more, 
But yield herfelfe to {poile of greedineffe : 
Lightly fhe leaped, as a wight forlore, 
From her dull horfe, in defperate diftreffe, 
And to her feet betooke her doubtfull fickerneffe.* 
26. 
Not halfe fo faft the wicked Myrrha fled 
From dread of her revenging fathers hond ; 
Nor halfe fo faft to fave her maydenhed 
Fled fearefull Daphne on th’ A‘gean ftrond, 
As Florimell fled from that Monfter yond,’ 
To reach the fea ere fhe of him were raught :” 
For in the fea to drowne herfelfe the fond, 
Rather then of the tyrant to be caught : 
‘Thereto fear gave her wings, and need _ her corage taught. 
27. 
It fortuned (high God did fo ordaine) 


x And to her feet betooke her doubtfull fickerneffe.| ‘That is, fhe 
committed her fafety, which was then doubtful, to the care of her feet. 
Cuurcu. Slicker is the fame as fecwre: ** fickernefle,” therefore, is /e- 
curity s a word Spenfer has ufed in C. iv. St. 27 of this book. Sicker, 
and fickernefs were formerly common in our language. C. 

y from that Monfter yond.| Refpecting “ yond,” fee this vol. p. 321: 
it here means outrageous, perhaps beyond nature. C. 

2 To reach the fea ere foe of him were raught.| Ere fhe of him, or 
by him, were reached. We have before had “ raught” as the paft tenfe 
of to reach: this vol. pp. 126, 143. ‘‘ She fond,” in the next line, is 
probably to be underftood as fhe found it better, or preferable. Upton 
took it to mean ‘‘ fhe found in her heart.” C. 
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As fhee arrived on the roring fhore, 
In minde to leape into the mighty maine, 
A little bote lay hoving her before, 
In which there flept a fifher old and pore, 
The whiles his nets were drying on the fand. 
Into the fame fhee lept, and with the ore 
Did thruft the fhallop from the floting ftrand : 
So fafety fownd at fea which fhe fownd not at land. 
28. 
The Monfter, ready on the pray to feafe, 
Was of his forward hope deceived quight ; 
Ne durft aflay to wade the perlous feas, 
But greedily long gaping at the fight, 
At laft in vaine was forft to turne his flight, 
And tell the idle tidings to his Dame: 
Yet, to avenge his divelith defpight, 
He fett upon her Palfrey tired lame, 
And flew him cruelly ere any refkew came. 
29. 
And, after having him embowelled? 
To fill his hellifh gorge, it chaunft a knight 
To paffe that way, as forth he traveiled : 
Yt was a goodly Swaine, and of great might, 
As ever man that bloody field did fight ; 
But in vain fheows, that wont yong knights bewitch, 
And courtly fervices, tooke no delight ; 
But rather joyd to bee then feemen fich, 
For both to be and feeme to him was labor lich.> 


a And, after having him embowelled.| <* Embowelled ” here means 
difembowelled, or more properly, perhaps, di/bowelled s as in “* Henry 
IV.” Pt. 1, A. v. Sc. 4. Spenfer alfo ufes it, later in his poem, B. vi. 
C. viii, St. 15, for plunged, or buried, in the bowels :— 

«“ Or deepe emboweld in the earth entire.” C. 

b to him was labor lich.] Labour alike, or equal. ‘ Lich” is an old 

form of “ke: A.S. fics Germ. leich, and gleich. C. 


a 
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30. 
It was to weete the good Sir Satyrane, 
That raungd abrode to feeke adventures wilde, 
As was his wont, in foreft and in plaine: 
He was all armd in rugged fteele unfilde, 
As in the {moky forge it was compilde, 
And in his Scutchin bore a Satyres hedd. 
Fle comming prefent, where the Monfter vilde 
Upon that milke-white Palfreyes carcas fedd, 
Unto his refkew ran, and greedily him fpedd. 
21 
There well perceivd he that it was the horfe 
Whereon faire Florimell was wont to ride, 
That of that feend was rent without remorfe : 
Much feared he leaft ought did ill betide 
To that faire Maide, the flowre of wemens pride ; 
For her he dearely loved, and in all 
His famous conquefts highly magnifide: 
Befides, her golden girdle, which did fall 
From her in flight, he fownd, that did him fore apall. 
20h 
Full of fad feare and doubtfull agony 
Fiercely he flew upon that wicked feend, 
And with huge ftrokes and cruell battery 
Him forft to leave his pray, for to attend 
Him felfe from deadly daunger to defend: 
Full many wounds in his corrupted flefh 
He did engrave, and muchell blood did fpend,° 
Yet might not doe him die; but aie more frefh 
And fierce he ftill appeard, the more he did him threfh. 


© and muchell blood did fpend.| "That is, much blood. See the note 
on muchell, F. Q. i. iv. 46, [vol. i. p. 242.] The fecond and third 
folios, as Mr. Church has noticed, have converted this Saxon adjective 
into ** much ill blood.” Topp. It ftands “* muchell blood” in the 
folios 1609 and 1611, (the firft and fecond,) which are the lateft autho- 
rities, among the old copies, worth confulting. C. 
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33: 

He wift not how him to defpoile of life, 
Ne how to win the withed victory, 
Sith him he faw ftill ftronger grow through ftrife, 
And him felfe weaker through infirmity. 
Greatly he grew enrag’d, and furioufly 
Flurling his fword away he lightly lept 

_ Upon the beaft, that with great cruelty 
Rored and raged to be underkept ; 

Yet he perforce him held, and ftrokes upon ‘him hept. 

34: 

As he that ftrives to ftop a fuddein flood, 
And in ftrong bancks his violence enclofe, 
Forceth it {well above his wonted mood, 
And largely overflow the fruitfull plaine, 
That all the countrey feemes to be a Maine, 
And the rich furrowes flote, all quite fordonne : 
The wofull hufbandman doth lowd complaine 
To fee his whole yeares labor loft fo foone, 

For which to God he made fo many an idle boone.4 


35: 
So him he held, and did through might amate. 
So long he held him, and him bett fo long, 
That at the laft his fiercenes gan abate, 
And meekely ftoup unto the victor {trong : 
Who, to avenge the implacable wrong 
Which he fuppofed donne to Florimell, 
Sought by all meanes his dolor to prolong, 
Sith dint of fteele his carcas could not quell ; 
His maker with her charmes had framed him fo well. 
36. 
The golden ribband, which that virgin wore 


d fo many an idle boone.| ‘* Boone’ feems here employed in the 
fenfe of prayer. A.S. dene, petition. The various editors offer no note, 
and the pafiage is not cited in our diftionaries. C, 
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About her fclender wafte, he tooke in hand, 
And with it bownd the beaft, that lowd did rore 
For great defpight of that unwonted band, 
Yet dared not his victor to withftand, 
But trembled like a lambe fled from the pray :° 
And all the way him followd on the ftrand, 
As he had long bene learned to obay ; 
Yet never learned he fuch fervice till that day. 
By 
Thus as he led the Beaft along the way, 
He fpide far off a mighty Giaunteffe 
Faft flying, on a Courfer dapled gray, 
From a bold knight that with great hardineffe 
Her hard purfewd, and fought for to fuppreffe. 
She bore before her lap a dolefull Squire, 
Lying athwart her horfe in great diftreffe, 
Faft bounden hand and foote with cords of wire, 
Whom fhe did meane to make the thrall of her defire. 
B35 
Which whenas Satyrane beheld, in hafte 
He lefte his captive Beaft at liberty, 
And croft the neareft way, by which he caft 
Her to encounter ere fhe paffed by ; 
But fhe the way fhund nathemore for thy, 
But forward gallopt faft; which when he {pyde, 
His mighty fpeare he couched warily, 
And at her ran: fhe, having him defcryde, 
Her felfe to fight addreft, and threw her lode afide. 


oY: 
Like as a Gofhauke, that in foote doth beare 
A trembling Culver, having fpide on hight 
An Eagle that with plumy wings doth fheare 


© fled from the pray.| From the pray, i.e. from fome wild beaft which 


would have made a prey of her: preda for predator. Upron. 
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The fubtile ayre ftouping with all his might, 
The quarry throwes to ground with fell defpight, 
And to the batteill doth her felfe prepare: 
So ran the Geaunteffe unto the fight ; 
Her fyrie eyes with furious {parkes did ftare, 
And with blafphemous bannes high God in peeces tare. 
40. 
She caught in hand an huge great yron mace, 
Wherewith fhe many had of life depriv’d ; 
But, ere the ftroke could feize his aymed place, 
His fpeare amids her fun-brode fhield arriv’d : 
Yet nathemore the fteele afonder riv’d, 
All were the beame in bignes like a matt, 
Ne her out of the ftedfaft fadle driv’d ; 
But, glauncing on the tempred metall, braft 
In thoufand fhivers, and fo forth befide her paft. 
An 
Her Steed did ftagger with that puiffaunt ftrooke ; 
But fhe no more was moved with that might 
Then it had lighted on an aged Oke, 
Or on the marble Pillour that is pight 
Upon the top of Mount Olympus hight,‘ 


" Upon the top of Mount Olympus hight.|] A ftrange miftake to think 
that the Olympic games were performed upon the top of mount 
Olympus. Jortin. It is hardly conceivable that Spenfer fhould have 
made fuch a blunder; but miftakes of the printer, by tranfpofing his 
lines, we have more than once met with: and I am perfuaded that the 
poet wrote thus :-— 

“* on an aged oke 
“* Upon the top of mount Olympus hight; 
‘* Or on the marble pillour that is pight 
“«« For the brave, &c.’”? Cuurcu. 

I never yet faw any romance-writer but fuppofed the Olympic 
games celebrated on mount Olympus. Sir W. Raleigh, therefore, fays, 
** Thefe Olympian games took their name, not from the mountain 
Olympus, but from the city Olympia, otherwife Pifa, near unto Elis.” 
*« Hiftory of the World,” p. 490. Upron, Upton does not ftate what 
edit. of Raleigh’s « Hiftory” he ufed, but the paffage is not found on either 
p- 490 in the original folio of 1614. C. 
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For the brave youthly Champions to affay 
With burning charet wheeles it nigh to {mite ; 
But who that fmites it mars his joyous play, 

And is the fpeétacle of ruinous decay. 

42. 

Yet, therewith fore enrag’d, with fterne regard 

Her dreadfull weapon fhe to him addrett, 
Which on his helmet martelled fo hard® 
That made him low incline his lofty creft, 
And bowd his battred vifour to his breft : 
Wherewith he was fo ftund that he mote ryde, 
But reeled to and fro from eaft to weft. 
Which when his cruell enimy efpyde, 

She lightly unto him adjoyned fyde to fyde ; 

43. 

And, on his collar laying puiffaunt hand, 
Out of his wavering feat.him pluckt perforfe, 
Perforfe him pluckt, unable to withftand 
Or helpe himfelfe ; and laying thwart her horfe, 
In loathly wife like to a carrion corfe, 

She bore him faft away. Which when the knight 

That her purfewed faw, with great remorfe 
He nere was touched? in his noble {pright, 

And gan encreafe his {peed as fhe encreaft her flight. 

A4. 

Whom when as nigh approching fhe efpyde, 
She threw away her burden angrily ; 
For fhe lift not the batteill to abide, 
But made her felfe more light away to fly : 
Yet her the hardy knight purfewd fo nye 


¢ martelled fo hard.| Hammered. From Ariofto, C. xlvi. 131. “E 
fopra gli martella.” Upron. Spenfer alone ufes the word in Englifh, 
as far as has yet been afcertained. C. 

bh He mere was touched.) \t is mifprinted in the firft edition only, 
<< He were was touched ;” and in St. 42, ‘‘ /he was fo jprunea.” ©. 
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That almoft in the backe he oft her ftrake; 

But ftill, when him at hand the did efpy, 

She turnd, and femblaunce of faire fight did make, 
But, when he ftayd, to flight againe fhe did her take. 


45. 
By this the good Sir Satyrane gan wake 
Out of his dreame that did him long entraunce, 
And, feeing none in place, he gan to make 
Exceeding mone, and curft that cruell chaunce 
Which reft from him fo faire a chevifaunce.! 
At length he {pyde whereas that wofull Squyre, 
Whom he had refkewed from captivaunce 
Of his ftrong foe, lay tombled in the myre, 
Unable to arife, or foot or hand to {tyre. 
46. 
To whom approching, well he mote perceive 
In that fowle plight a comely perfonage 
And lovely face, made fit for to deceive 
Fraile Ladies hart with loves confuming rage, 
Now in the bloffome of his frefheft age. 
He reard him up and loofd his yron bands, 
And after gan inquire his parentage, 
And how he fell into the Gyaunts hands,* 
And who that was which chaced her along the lands. 
47: 
Then trembling yet through feare the Squire befpake : 
“« That Geaunteffe Argante is behight, 
A daughter of the Titans which did make 
Warre againft heven, and heaped hils on hight 
To {cale the fkyes and put Jove from his right : 


| Which reft from him fo faire a chevifaunce.] So the poet’s own 
editions read: all the reft read, <‘ Which reft him rom {o faire, &c.” 
Topp. ‘* Chevifaunce” is, of courfe, enterprife: this vol. p. 2a Ves 

‘ into the Gyaunts hands.] So the 4to, 1590: later impreflions read, 
«« into that Gyaunts hands.” C., 
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Her fyre Typhoeus was; who, mad through merth, 
And dronke with blood of men flaine by his might, 
Through inceft her of his owne mother Earth 
Whylome begot, being but halfe twin of that berth: 
48. 
<* For at that berth another Babe fhe bore; 
To weet, the mightie Ollyphant, that wrought 
Great wreake to many errant knights of yore, 
Till him Chylde Thopas to confufion brought.’ 
Thefe twinnes, men fay, (a thing far paffing thought) 
Whiles in their mothers wombe enclofd they were, 
Ere they into the lightfom world were brought, 
In flefhly luft were mingled both yfere, 
And in that monftrous wife did to the world appere. 
49. 
“So liv’d they ever after in like fin, 
Gainit natures law and good behaveoure ; 
But greateft fhame was to that maiden twin, 
Who, not content fo fowly to devoure 
Her native flefh and ftaine her brothers bowre, 
Did wallow in all other flefhly myre, 
And fuffred beaftes her body to deflowre, 
So whot fhe burned in that luftfull fyre ; 
Yet all that might not flake her fenfuall defyre : 
LO; 
<¢ But over all the countrie fhe did raunge 
To feeke young men to quench her flaming thruft, 
And feed her fancy with delightfull chaunge : 
Whom fo fhe fitteft findes to ferve her luft, 


| Till him Chylde Thopas to confufion brought.| This is the line in 
the 4to. 15903 but later editions have, “‘ And many hath to foule con- 
fufion brought.” Church did not think the emendation Spenfer’s, and 
we fee no adequate reafon for a change not at all noted among the er- 
rata of the firft impreflion. C. 
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Through her maine ftrength, in which fhe moft doth 
truft, 
She with her bringes into a fecret Ile, 
Where in eternall bondage dye he muft, 
Or be the vaffall of her pleafures vile, 
And in all fhamefull fort him felfe with her defile. 
an 
“« Me, feely wretch, fhe fo at vauntage caught, 
After fhe long in waite for me did lye, 
And meant unto her prifon to have brought, 
Her lothfom pleafure there to fatisfye ; 
That thoufand deathes me lever were to dye 
Then breake the vow that to faire Columbell 
I plighted have, and yet keepe ftedfaftly. 
As for my name, it miftreth not to tell :™ 
Call me the Squyre of Dames; that me befeemeth well. 
inh 
“* But that bold knight, whom ye purfuing faw 
That Geaunteffe, is not fuch as fhe feemd, 
But a faire virgin that in martiall law 
And deedes of armes above all Dames is deemd, 
And above many knightes is eke efteemd 
For her great worth: She Palladine is hight. 
She you from death, you me from dread, redeemd ; 
Ne any may that Monfter match in fight, 
But fhe, or fuch as fhe, that is fo chafte a wight.” 


53: 
‘* Her well befeemes that Queft,” (quoth Satyrane) 
“« But read, thou Squyre of Dames, what vow is this, 
Which thou upon thy felfe haft lately ta’ne?” 
“¢ That fhall I you recount,” (quoth he) * ywis,” 


m it miftreth not to tell.) It fgnifies not, it needs not; Ital. meftiere, 
need, occafion. Upron. Properly, <* it /Ai//eth not to tell.” C. 

» That foall I you recount, (quoth he) ywis.] The tale of the Squire 
of Dames is a [brief] copy of the Hoft’s tale in Ariofto, C. xxviii. T. 
Warton.  Ywis” is certainly: fee this vol. p.g2. C. 
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So be ye pleafd to pardon all amis. 
That gentle Lady whom I love and ferve, 
After long fuit and wearie fervicis, 
Did afke me, how I could her love deferve, 
And how fhe might be fure that I would never fwerve ? 
54. 
“< J, glad by any meanes her grace to gaine, 
Badd her commaund my life to fave or fpill. 
Eftfoones fhe badd me, with inceflaunt paine 
To wander through the world abroad at will, 
And every where, where with my power or {kill 
I might doe fervice unto gentle Dames, 
That I the fame fhould faithfully fulfill ; 
And at the twelve monethes end fhould bring their 
names 
And pledges, as the fpoiles of my victorious games. 


‘<< So well I to faire Ladies fervice did, 

And found fuch favour in their loving hartes, 
_ That ere the yeare his courfe had compaffid, 

Thre hundred pledges for my good defartes, 
And thrice thre hundred thanks for my good partes, 
I with me brought, and did to her prefent: 
Which when fhe faw, more bent to eke my {martes 
Then to reward my trufty true intent, 

She gan for me devife a grievous punifhment. 

56. 

‘“< To weet, that I my traveill fhould refume, 
And with like labour walke the world arownd, 
Ne ever to her prefence fhould prefume, 
Till I fo many other Dames had fownd, 
The which, for all the fuit I could propownd, 
Would me refufe their pledges to afford, 
But did abide for ever chafte and fownd.” 
‘« Ah! gentle Squyre,” (quoth he) “ tell at one word, 
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How many fownd’ft thou fuch to put in thy record ?” 
57° 
‘“ In deed, Sir knight,” (faid he) “« one word may tell 
All that I ever fownd fo wifely flayd, 
For onely three they were difpofd fo well ; 
And yet three yeares I now abrode have ftrayd, 
To fynd them out.” “ Mote I,” (then laughing fayd 
The knight) « inquire of thee what were thofe three, 
The which thy proffred curtefie denayd? 
Or ill they feemed fure avizd to bee, 
Or brutifhly brought up, that nev’r did fafhions fee.” 
58. 
‘<The firft which then refufed me,” (faid hee) 
“« Certes was but a common Courtifane ; 
Yet flat refufd to have adoe with mee, 
Becaufe I could not give her many a Jane.”° 
(Thereat full hartely laughed Satyrane.) 
‘¢ The fecond was an holy Nunne to chofe, 
Which would not let me be her Chappellane, 
Becaufe fhe knew, fhe fayd, I would difclofe 
Her counfell, if the fhould her truft in me repofe. 


9. 
‘*¢ The third a Damzell was of low degree, 
Whom I in countrey cottage fownd by chaunce : 
Full litle weened I that chaftitee 
Had lodging in fo meane a maintenaunce ; 
Yet was fhe fayre, and in her countenaunce 


° give ber many a Fane.) So Chaucer, “ Rime of Sir Topas,” v. 
3242: “That coft many a jane.” Many a jane, i.e. “ much money.” 
Skinner informs us that jane is a coin of Genoa; and Speght, in his 
Gloffary to Chaucer, interprets ** jane” Aalf-pence of Fanua [Genoa]. 
Chaucer fometimes ufes it as a coin of little value; as, “ Dear enough 
a gane,” “ Cl. of Oxenford’s Tale,” v. 2020, and in other places. Stow 
has given an account of thefe alf-pence [alfo called « Gallye halfe 
pence’’] at large, “« Survey of London,” p. O75 CGI S500, 10, mmed . 
Warton. 
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Dwelt fimple truth in feemely fafhion. 
Long thus I woo’d her with due obfervaunce, 
In hope unto my pleafure to have won ; 
But was as far at laft, as when I firft begon. 
60. 
«¢ Safe her, I never any woman found 
That chaftity did for it felfe embrace, 
But were for other caufes firme and found ; 
Either for want of handfome time and place, 
Or elfe for feare of fhame and fowle difgrace.? 
Thus am I hopeleffe ever to attaine 
My Ladies love in fuch a defperate cafe, 
But all my dayes am like to wafte in vaine, 
Seeking to match the chafte with th’ unchafte Ladies 
traine.” 
6); 
“¢ Perdy,” (fayd Satyrane) ** thou Squyre of Dames, 
Great labour fondly haft thou hent in hand, 
To get fmall thankes, and therewith many blames, 
That may emongft Alcides labours ftand.” 
Thence backe returning to the former land, 
Where late he left the Beaft he overcame, 
He found him not; for he had broke his band, 
And was returnd againe unto his Dame, 
To tell what tydings of fayre Florimell became. 


P Or elfe for feare of foame and fowle difgrace.| In Marfton’s copy 
of the 4to. 1590 fome perfon had written in the margin, “ I am of his 
mind ;” which Marfton fatirically fubfcribed guis non? In the next . 
ftanza the letter & had dropped out in the word < backe.” C. 


CoA NEOs in: 


The Witch creates a fnowy Lady 
like to Florimell ; 

Who wrong’d by Carle, by Proteus fav’ d, 
7s fought by Paridell. 


le 
O oft as I this hiftory record, 
My heart doth melt with meere com- 
paffion, 
To thinke how caufeleffe, of her owne 
accord, 
This gentle Damzell, whom I write upon, 
Should plonged be in fuch affliction 
Without all hope of comfort or reliefe ; 
That fure, I weene, the hardeft hart of ftone 
Would hardly finde to aggravate her griefe ; 


For mifery craves rather mercy then repriefe. 


2. 

But that accurfed Hag, her hofteffe late, 
Had {fo enranckled her malitious hart, 
That fhe defyrd th’ abridgement of her fate, 
Or long enlargement of her painefull {mart. 
Now when the Beaft, which by her wicked art 
Late foorth fhe fent, the backe retourning fpyde 
Tyde with her golden girdle ;* it a part 


* Lyde with her golden girdle.] So the firft edition reads; the reft 
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Of her rich fpoyles whom he had earft deftroyd 

She weend, and wondrous gladnes to her hart applyde. 

at 

And, with it ronning haft’ly to her fonne, 
Thought with that fight him much to have reliv’d ; 
Who, thereby deeming fure the thing as donne, 
His former griefe with furie frefh reviv'd 
Much more then earft, and would have algates riv’d 
The hart out of his breft: for fith her dedd 
He furely dempt, himfelfe he thought depriv’d 
Quite of all hope wherewith he long had fedd 

His foolifh malady, and long time had mifledd. 


4. 
With thought whereof exceeding mad he grew, 
And in his rage his mother would have flaine, 
Had fhe not fled into a fecret mew, 
Where fhe was wont her Sprightes to entertaine, 
The maifters of her art: there was fhe faine 
To call them all in order to her ayde, 
And them conjure, upon eternall paine, 
To counfell her, fo carefully difmayd, 
How fhe might heale her fonne whofe fenfes were decayd. 


By their device,” and her owne wicked wit, 
She there deviz’d a wondrous worke to frame, 
Whofe like on earth was never framed yit ; 
That even Nature felfe envide the fame, 
And grudg’d to fee the counterfet fhould fhame 
The thing it felfe: In hand fhe boldly tooke 


To make another like the former Dame, 
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read, «her broken girdle.” But, as Mr. Upton obferves, “ this famous 
girdle was loofed from Florimel, yet not broken, as the reader may fee 
particularly from F. Q. iv. iv. 15, and the following canto, where the 
ladies try to gird themfelves with this chafte, unbroken, and golden 
zone.” Topp. Yet fee “ for he had droke his band,” C. vii. St. 61.. C. 
b By their device.) So the 4to. 1590, which there can be no pre- 
text for altering to advice, as it {tands in fubfequent impreffions. ee 
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Another Florimell, in fhape and looke 

So lively and fo like, that many it miftooke. 

6. 

The fubftance, whereof fhe the body made, 
Was pureft fnow in maffy mould congeald, 
Which fhe had gathered in a fhady glade 
Of the Riphcean hils, to her reveald 
By errant Sprights, but from all men conceald: 
The fame fhe tempred with fine Mercury 
And virgin wex that never yet was feald, 
And mingled them with perfec vermily ; 

That like a lively fanguine it feemd to the eye. 


4 

In ftead of eyes two burning lampes fhe fet 
In filver fockets, fhyning like the fkyes, 

And a quicke moving Spirit did arret® 

To ftirre and roll them like to womens evesic6 

In ftead of yellow lockes the did devyfe 

With golden wyre to weave her curled head ; 

Yet golden wyre was not fo yellow thryfe 

As Florimells fayre heare: and, in the ftead 
Of life, fhe put a Spright to rule the carcas dead ; 

8. 

A wicked Spright, yfraught with fawning guyle 
And fayre refemblance above all the reft, 
Which with the Prince of Darkenes fell fomewhyle 
From heavens blis and everlafting reft : 

Him needed not inftruét which way were beft 
Fiim felfe to fafhion likeft Florimell, 


Ne how to {peake, ne how to ufe his gett ; 


© Spirit did arret.| Appoint, Fr. arreffer. Thus *‘ arrefter un jour” 
is a French phrafe, to appoint a day. See alfo Cotgrave’s Fr. Di. in v. 
Arrefier, ‘Toop. See likewife this vol. p. 230. Mike 

4 like to womens eyes.| So the firft edition reads. The fecond edition, 
and the folios, read, ‘¢ like a woman’s eyes.” Toop. 
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For he in counterfefaunce did excell, 
And all the wyles of wemens wits knew pafling well. 


9. 
Him fhaped thus fhe deckt in garments gay, 
Which Florimell had left behind her late ; 
That who fo then her faw would furely fay 
It was her felfe whom it did imitate, 
Or fayrer then her felfe, if ought algate 
Might fayrer be. And then fhe forth her brought 
Unto her fonne that lay in feeble ftate ; 
Who feeing her gan ftreight upftart, and thought 
She was the Lady felfe whom he fo long had fought.* 
10. 
Tho faft her clipping twixt his armes twayne, 
Extremely joyed in fo happy fight, 
And foone forgot his former fickely payne: 
But fhe, the more to feeme fuch as fhe hight, 
Coyly rebutted his embracement light ; 
Yet ftill, with gentle countenaunce, retain’d 
Enough to hold a foole in vaine delight. 
Him long fhe fo with fhadowes entertain’d, 
As her Creatreffe had in charge to her ordain’d. 
idle 
Till on a day, as he difpofed was 
To walke the woodes with that his Idole faire, 
Her to difport and idle time to pas 
In th’ open frefhnes of the gentle aire, 
A knight that way there chaunced to repaire ; 
Yet knight he was not, but a boaftfull {waine 
That deedes of armes had ever in defpaire, 
Proud Braggadocchio, that in vaunting vaine 
His glory did repofe, and credit did maintaine. 


© whom he fo long had fought.| It is‘ who he long had fought” only 
in the 4to. 1590, and perhaps Spenfer fo wrote. C. 
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12. 
He, feeing with that Chorle fo faire a wight, 
Decked with many a coftly ornament, 
Much merveiled thereat, as well he might, 
And thought that match a fowle difparagement : 
Fis bloody {peare eftefoones he boldly bent 
Againft the filly clowne, who dead through feare 
Fell ftreight to ground in great aftonifhment. 
“* Villein,” (fayd he) << this Lady is my deare ; 
Dy, if thou it gainefay: I will away her beare.” 


13. 
The fearefull Chorle durft not gainefay nor dooe, 
But trembling ftood, and yielded him the pray ; 
Who, finding litle leafure her to wooe, 
On T'romparts fteed her mounted without ftay, 
And without refkew led her quite away. 
Proud man himfelfe then Braggadochio deem’d, 
And next to none after that happy day, 
Being poffeffed of that fpoyle, which feem’d 
The faireft wight on ground, and moft of men efteem’d. 
HA: 
But, when hee faw him felfe free from pourtfute, 
He gan make gentle purpofe to his Dame 
With termes of love and lewdneffe diffolute ; 
For he could well his glozing {peaches frame 
To fuch vaine ufes that him beft became: 
But fhe thereto would lend but light regard, 
As feeming fory that fhe ever came 
Into his powre, that ufed her fo hard 
To reave her honor, which fhe more then life prefard. 
1,68 
Thus as they two of kindnes treated long, 
There them by chaunce encountred on the way 
An armed knight upon a courfer ftrong, 
Whofe trampling feete upon the hollow lay 


EA 
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Seemed to thunder, and did nigh affray 
That Capons corage: yet he looked grim, 
And faynd to cheare his lady in difmay, 
Who feemd for feare to quake in every lim, 

And her to fave from outrage meekely prayed him. 

16. 

Fiercely that ftraunger forward came; and, nigh 
Approching, with bold words and bitter threat 
Bad that fame boafter, as he mote, on high, 

To leave to him that lady for excheat,* 
Or bide him batteill without further treat. 
That challenge did too peremptory feeme, 
And fild his fenfes with abafhment great ; 
Yet feeing nigh him jeopardy extreme, 
He it diffembled well, and light feemd to efteeme ; 
17. 

Saying, “ Thou foolifh knight, that weenft with words 
To fteale away that I with blowes have wonne, 
And brought throgh points of many perilous {words : 
But if thee lift to fee thy Courfer ronne, 

Or prove thy felfe, this fad encounter fhonne, 
And feeke els without hazard of thy hedd.” 
At thofe prowd words that other knight begonne 
To wex exceeding wroth, and him aredd 
To turne his fteede about, or fure he fhould be dedd. 
18. 

“ Sith then,” (faid Braggadochio) ‘* needes thou wilt 
Thy daies abridge through proofe of puiffaunce, 
Turne we our fteeds; that both in equall tilt 
May meete againe, and each take happy chaunce.” 
This faid, they both a furlongs mountenaunce 
Retird their fteeds, to ronne in even race; 


f that lady for excheat.| As an efcheat ; as his right, who was lord 
of the manor, and true owner of all ftrayed fair ladies. Upron. 
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But Braggadochio, with his bloody launce, 


Once having turnd, no more returnd his face, 
But lefte his love to loffe, and fled him felfe apace. 
19. 
The knight, him feeing flie, had no regard 
Him to pourfew, but to the lady rode ; 
And having her from Trompart lightly reard, 
Upon his Courfer fett the lovely lode, 
And with her fled away without abode. 
Well weened he, that faireft Florimell 
It was with whom in company he yode, 
And fo her felfe did alwaies to him tell ; 
So made him thinke him felfe in heven, that was in hell. 
20. 
But Florimell her felfe was far away, 
Driven to great diftrefle by fortune ftraunge, 
And taught the carefull Mariner to play, 
Sith late mifchaunce had her compeld to chaunge 
The land for fea, at randon there to raunge : 
Yett there that cruell Queene avengerefle, 
Not fatisfyde fo far her to eftraunge 
From courtly blis and wonted happineffe, 
Did heape on her new waves of weary wretchedneffe. 
ok 
For being fled into the fifhers bote 
For refuge from the Monfters cruelty, 
Long fo fhe on the mighty maine did flote, 
And with the tide drove forward carelefly ; 
For th’ ayre was milde and cleared was the fkie, 
And all his windes dan Aeolus did keepe 
From ftirring up their ftormy enmity, 
As pittying to fee her waile and weepe: 
But all the while the fither did fecurely fleepe. 
22. 
At laft when, droncke with drowfineffe, he woke, 
And faw his drover drive along the ftreame, 
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He was difmayd ; and thrife his breft he ftroke, 


For marveill of that accident extreame : 
But when he faw that blazing beauties beame, 
Which with rare light his bote did beautifye, 
He marveild more, and thought he yet did dreame 
Not well awakte; or that fome extafye 
Affotted had his fence, or dazed was his eye. 
23: 
But when her well avizing hee perceiv’d 
To be no vifion nor fantafticke fight, 
Great comfort of her prefence he conceiv’d, 
And felt in his old corage new delight 
To gin awake, and ftir his frofery {pright : 
Tho rudely afkte her, how fhe thether came? 
“Ah!” (fayd fhe) “ father, I note read aright 
What hard misfortune brought me to this fame ; 
Yet am I glad that here I now in fafety ame. 
24. 
«¢ But thou, good man, fith far in fea we bee, 
And the great waters gin apace to {well, 
That now no more we can the mayn-land fee, 
Have care, I pray, to guide the cock-bote well, 
Leaft worfe on fea then us on land befell.” 
Thereat th’ old man did nought but fondly grin, 
And faide his boat the way could wifely tell ; 
But his deceiptfull eyes did never lin 
To looke on her faire face and marke her {nowy fkin. 
Dees 
The fight whereof in his congealed flefh 
Infixt fuch fecrete fting of greedy luft, 
That the drie withered ftocke it gan refrefh, 
And kindled heat that foone in flame forth bruft: 
The drieft wood is fooneft burnt to dutft. 
Rudely to her he lept, and his rough hond® 


8 and his rough hond.| ‘ Hond’’ rhymes with ‘ withftond” and 
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Where ill became him rafhly would have thruft ; 
But fhe with angry {corne did him withftond, 
And fhamefully reproved for his rudenes fond. 
26. 
But he, that never good nor maners knew, 
Her fharpe rebuke full litle did efteeme ; 
Hard is to teach an old horfe amble trew : 
The inward fmoke, that did before but {teeme, 
Broke into open fire and rage extreme ; 
And now he ftrength gan adde unto his will, 
Forcyng to doe that did him fowle miffeeme. 
Beaftly he threwe her downe, ne car’d to {pill 
Her garments gay with fcales of fith that all did 4ll. 
Det 
The filly virgin ftrove him to withftand 
All that the might, and him in vaine revild : 
Shee ftrugled ftrongly both with foote and hand 
To fave her honor from that villaine vilde, 
And cride to heven, from humane help exild. 
O! ye brave knights, that boaft this Ladies love, 
Where be ye now, when fhe is nigh defild 
Of filthy wretch? well may the you reprove 
Of falfehood or of flouth, when mof: it may behove. 
28. 
But if that thou, Sir Satyran, didft weete, 
Or thou, Sir Peridure, her fory ftate, 
How foone would yee affemble many a fleete, 
To fetch from fea that ye at land loft late! 
Towres, citties, kingdomes, ye would ruinate 
In your avengement and defpiteous rage, 
Ne ought your burning fury mote abate ; 


* fond,” but it is miffpelt Sand in the old copies: the broad pronunci- 
ation of the letter a, in fuch words as «« hand,” “ band,” &c. led to the con- 
fufion ; and to this day the legal orthography of band is bond.” (C. 
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But if Sir Calidore could it prefage, 
No living creature could his cruelty affwage. 
2x3): 
But fith that none of all her knights 1s nye, 
See how the heavens, of voluntary grace 
And foveraine favor towards chaftity, 
Doe fuccor fend to her diftreffed cace: 
So much high God doth innocence embrace. 
It fortuned, whileft thus fhe ftifly ftrove, 
And the wide fea importuned long {pace 
With fhrilling fhriekes, Proteus abrode did rove, 
Along the fomy waves driving his finny drove. 
B02 
Proteus is Shepheard of the feas of yore, 
And hath the charge of Neptunes mighty heard ; 
An aged fire with head all frowy hore,” 
And fprinckled froft upon his deawy beard : 
Who when thofe pittifull outcries he heard 
Through all the feas fo ruefully refownd, 
His charett fwifte in haft he thether fteard, 
Which with a teeme of fcaly Phocas bownd 
Was drawne upon the waves that fomed him arownd. 
Bie | 
And comming to that Fifhers wandring bote, 
That went at will withouten card or fayle, 
He therein faw that yrkefome fight, which {mote 
Deepe indignation and compaffion frayle 
Into his hart attonce: ftreight did he hayle 
The greedy villein from his hoped pray, 
Of which he now did very little fayle, 


h gl] frowy hore.| All moffy hoar; for fo E. K. interprets frowie, 
«‘ The Shep. Cal.” July, ver. 111. Where, fee the notes [vol i. p. 84], 
The folios have here converted the poet’s word into frory. ‘Topp. 
We have frory in St. 35: but Spenfer’s epithet might be “ /wowy hore ;” 
the old printer having again miftaken the long f for fi C. 
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And with his ftaffe, that drives his heard aftray, 

Him bett fo fore, that life and fence did much difmay. 
Dim. 

The whiles the pitteous Lady up did ryfe, 

Ruffled and fowly raid with filthy foyle, 

And blubbred face with teares of her faire eyes: 

Her heart nigh broken was with weary toyle, 

To fave her felfe from that outrageous {poyle ; 

But when fhe looked up, to weet what wight 

Had her from fo infamous faé& afloyld,' 

For fhame, but more for feare of his grim fight, 
Downe in her lap fhe hid her face, and lowdly thright.* 


33: 
Her felfe not faved yet from daunger dredd 
She thought, but chaung’d from one to other feare: 
Like as a fearefull partridge, that is fledd 
From the fharpe hauke which her attached neare, 
And fals to ground to feeke for fuccor theare, 
Whereas the hungry Spaniells the does {pye 
With greedy jawes her ready for to teare: 
In fuch diftreffe and fad perplexity 
Was Florimell, when Proteus fhe did fee her by.’ 
34- ; 
But he endevored with fpeaches milde 
Her to recomfort, and accourage bold, 
Bidding: her feare no more her foeman vilde, 
Nor doubt himfelfe ; and who he was her told: 
Yet all that could not from affright her hold, 


' Had her from fo infamous fa& affoyld.} So all the editions. The 

thyme requires a/foy/e, and I fhould fuppofe Spenfer gave, 
“ Did her from fo infamous fa&t afoyle.” Cuurcu. 

* and lowdly foright.] Spenfer ufes « fhright ” both as the paft tenfe 
of the verb to /briek, and as a fubftantive. C. 

foe did fee ber by.| So the firft edition perfpicuoufly reads. The 
fecond reads, thereby. Topp. The inverfion was not underftood: «fhe 
did fee her by”? is, fhe did fee 4y her, or near her. C. 
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Ne to recomfort her at all prevayld; 
For her faint hart was with the frofen cold 
Benumbd fo inly, that her wits nigh fayld, 
And all her fences with abafhment quite were quayld. 
35: 
Her up betwixt his rugged hands he reard, 
And with his frory lips full foftly kift, 
Whiles the cold yfickles from his rough beard 
Dropped adowne upon her yvory brett: 
Yet he him felfe fo bufily addreft, 
That her out of aftonifhment he wrought ; 
And out of that fame fifhers filthy neft 
Removing her, into his charet brought, 
And there with many gentle termes her faire befought. 
36% 
But that old leachour, which with bold afflault 
That beautie durft prefume to violate, 
He caft to punifh for his hainous fault : 
Then tooke he him, yet trembling fith of late, 
And tyde behind his charet, to aggrate 
The virgin whom he had abufde fo fore ; 
So drag’d him through the waves in fcornfull ftate, 
And after caft him up upon the fhore ; 
But Florimell with him unto his bowre he bore. 
37+ 
His bowre is in the bottom of the maine, 
Under a mightie rocke, gainft which doe rave 
The roring billowes in their proud difdaine, 
That with the angry working of the wave 
Therein is eaten out an hollow cave, 
That feemes rough Mafons hand with engines keene 
Had long while laboured it to engrave: 
There was his wonne; ne living wight was feene 
Save one old Nymph, hight Panope, to keepe it cleane. 
it K K 
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38. 
Thether he brought the fory Florimell, 


And entertained her the beft he might, 

And Panope her entertaind eke well, 

As an immortall mote a mortall wight, 

To winne her liking unto his delight : 

With flattering wordes he {weetly wooed her, 

And offered faire guiftes t’ allure her fight ; 

But fhe both offers and the offerer 
Defpyfde, and all the fawning of the flatterer. 

39: 

Dayly he tempted her with this or that, 

And never fuffred her to be at reft ; 

But evermore fhe him refufed flat, 

And all his fained kindnes did deteft, 

So firmely fhe had fealed up her breft. 

Sometimes he boafted that a God he hight, 

But fhe a mortall creature loved beft: 

Then he would make him felfe a mortall wight ; 
But then fhe faid fhe lov’d none, but a Faery knight. 

40. 

Then like a Faerie knight him felfe he dreft, 

For every fhape on him he could endew ; 

Then like a king he was to her expreft, 

And offred kingdoms unto her in vew, 

To be his Leman and his Lady trew: 

But when all this he nothing faw prevaile, 

With harder meanes he caft her to fubdew, 

And with fharpe threates her often did affayle ; 
So thinking for to make her ftubborne corage quayle. 


Ae 

To dreadfull fhapes he did him felfe transforme ; 
Now like a Gyaunt; now like to a feend; 
Then like a Centaure; then like to a ftorme 
Raging within the waves: thereby he weend 
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Her will to win unto his wifhed eend ; 
But when with feare, nor favour, nor with all 
He els could doe, he faw him felfe efteemd, 
Downe in a Dongeon deepe he let her fall, 
And threatned there to make her his eternall thrall. 
42. 
Eternall thraldome was to her more liefe™ 
Then loffe of chaftitie, or chaunge of love: 
Dye had fhe rather in tormenting griefe 
Then any fhould of falfeneffe her reprove, 
Or loofenes, that fhe lightly did remove. 
Moft vertuous virgin! glory be thy meed, 
And crowne of heavenly prayfe with Saintes above, 
Where moft {weet hymmes of this thy famous deed 
Are ftill emongft them fong, that far my rymes exceed. 
43- 
Fit fong of Angels caroled ‘to bee! 
But yet whatfo my feeble Mufe can frame 
Shalbe t’ advance thy goodly chaftitee, 
And to enroll thy memorable name 
In th’ heart of every honourable Dame, 
That they thy vertuous deedes may imitate, 
And be partakers of thy endleffe fame. 
Yt yrkes me leave thee in this wofull ftate, 
To tell of Satyrane where I him left of late. 
44. 
Who having ended with that Squyre of Dames 
A long difcourfe of his adventures vayne, 
The which himfelfe then Ladies more defames, 
And finding not th’ Hyena to be flayne, 
With that fame Squyre retourned back againe 
To his firft way. And, as they forward went, 
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™ was to her more liefe.| It is {carcely neceflary to remind the reader 
that *‘ liefe”? means dear: thraldom was more dear, or more welcome, 
than lofs of chattity. See this vol. p. 8, &c. C. 
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They f{pyde a knight fayre pricking on the playne, 


As if he were on fome adventure bent, 

And in his port appeared manly hardiment. 

45. 
Sir Satyrane him towardes did addreffe, 
To weet what wight he was, and what his quett ; 
And, comming nigh, eftfoones he gan to geffe, 
Both by the burning hart which on his brett 
He bare, and by the colours in his creft, 
That Paridell it was. Tho to him yode, 
And him faluting as befeemed beft, 
Gan firft inquire of tydinges farre abrode ; 
And afterwardes on what adventure now he rode. 
46. 

Who thereto anfwering faid: “ The tydinges bad, 
Which now in Faery court all men doe tell, 
Which turned hath great mirth to mourning fad, 
Is the late ruine of proud Marinell, 

And fuddein parture of faire Florimell 

To find him forth: and after her are gone 

All the brave knightes that doen in armes excell 
To favegard her ywandred all alone: 

Emongft the reft my lott (unworthy’) is to be one.” 

47+ 

“Ah! gentle knight,” (faid then Sir Satyrane) 
«Thy labour all is loft, I greatly dread, 

That haft a thankleffe fervice on thee ta’ne, 
And offreft facrifice unto the dead: 
For dead, I furely doubt,” thou maift aread 


" For dead, I furely doubt.| So all the old copies; but Upton very 
plaufibly fuggefted that we ought to read, <* For dead, I /ore/y doubt.” 
So in Shakefpeare’s “‘ Richard III.”’ A. ii. Sc. 7, we find “fore” mif- 
printed fare. Buckingham ought to tell the citizens—* But fore I fear 
we fhall not win him to it.” See “ Shakefpeare,” 1858, vol. iv. p. 299. 
It merits note that Drayton, in his copy of the folio 1611, did not alter 
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Henceforth for ever Florimell to bee; 

That all the noble knights of Maydenhead, 

Which her ador’d, may fore repent with mee, 
And all faire Ladies may for ever fory bee.” 


48. 

Which wordes when Paridell had heard, his hew 
Gan greatly chaung, and feemd difmaid to bee; 
Then fayd: ‘‘ Fayre Sir, how may I weene it trew, 
That ye doe tell in fuch uncerteintee ? 

Or fpeake ye of report, or did ye fee 
Juft caufe of dread, that makes ye doubt fo fore ? 
For, perdie, elles how mote it ever bee, 
That ever hand fhould dare for to engore 
Her noble blood? The hevens fuch crueltie abhore.” 
49- 

“ Thefe eyes did fee that they will ever rew 
To have feene,” (quoth he) ‘* when as a monftrous beatt 
The Palfrey whereon fhe did travell flew, 

And of his bowels made his bloody feat: 
Which {peaking token fheweth at the leaft 
Her certeine loffe, if not her fure decay : 
Befides, that more fufpicion encreatt, 
I found her golden girdle caft aftray, 
Diftaynd with dirt and blood, as relique of the pray.” 
50. 

“« Ah me!” (faid Paridell) ‘the fignes be fadd ; 
And, but God turne the fame to good footh fay, 
That Ladies fafetie is fore to be dradd: 

Yet will I not forfake my forward way, 

Tull triall doe more certeine truth bewray.” 

“* Faire Sir,” (qd. he) “ well may it you fucceed ; 
Ne long fhall Satyrane behind you ftay, 
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‘‘furely ”’ to forely, but placed a crofs in his margin, as if to indicate 
fome objection to the line. See alfo the next ftanza. C. 
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But to the reft, which in this Queft proceed, 

My labour adde, and be partaker of their fpeed.” 

ct. 

“‘ Ye noble knights,” (faid then the Squyre of Dames) 
“* Well may yee fpeede in fo praifeworthy payne! 
But fith the Sunne now ginnes to flake his beames 
In deawy vapours of the wefterne mayne, 

And lofe the teme out of his weary wayne, 
Mote not miflike you alfo to abate 

Your zealous haft, till morrow next againe 

Both light of heven and ftrength of men relate :° 

Which if ye pleafe, to yonder caftle turne your gate.” 

| Go 

That counfell pleafed well: fo all yfere 
Forth marched to a Caftle them before ; 

Where foone arryving they reftrained were 

Of ready entraunce, which ought evermore 

To errant knights be commune: wondrous fore 
Thereat difpleafd they were, till that young Squyre 
Gan them informe the caufe, why that fame dore 
Was fhut to all which lodging did defyre: 


The which to let you weet will further time requyre. 


° and firength of men relate.] Virgil, AEn. xi. 182:— 
‘* Aurora interea miferis mortalibus almam 
** Extulerat lucem referens opera atque labores.” 
This verfe Spenfer had in view; referens, bringing back again: and 
becaufe referre fignifies both to bring back and to relate, he takes the 
liberty, which jingling rhyme muft fometimes excufe, of ufing re/ate for 
to bring back again. Upton. 


CHISWICK PRESS :—C. WHITTINGHAM, TOOKS COURT, CHANCERY LANE. 
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